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We find ourselves on the threshold of Lent, that season that begins with Ash
Wednesday and ends with the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ on
Easter. Lent comes from an old English word which means “to lengthen,” and of
course, the season always falls during late winter and early spring, when the days
are in fact lengthening.The real point of Lent, though, is what we do with this
time.Will we use these lengthening days to enrich and deepen our lives?
This season our focus shall be upon the Gospel of John as our companion

throughout Lent. One of my favorite teachers in seminary was a Dutchman, so it
should not have come as a surprise that he likened John’s Gospel to a Rembrandt
portrait. He made the important point that while the other three Gospels,
Matthew,Mark and Luke, seek to tell a story, John primarily seeks to paint a

portrait of Jesus as the Christ.As such, John provides us with a sustained look at the character and identity of
Jesus.The background often fades away, with the light focused upon Jesus, revealing things we would never
otherwise have seen but for John’s art of painting such a compelling portrait of Christ.
The Gospel is not so much good advice as it is good news, and this Good News is made Incarnate in the

life, death and resurrection of Jesus.WilliamTemple said that “our reading of the gospel story can and should
be an act of personal communion with the living Lord.”This is my hope for us all during Lent 2011.The
Gospel is neither a discussion nor a debate, but rather it comes to us an announcement. John’s Gospel finds
its theme announced in the earliest chapter, when he proclaims the power of Jesus Christ.“But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God...” (John 1:12)
Calvin liked to say that “Christ comes to us clothed in his Gospel.”This is my prayer for us all in this

Lenten season.As we read and attend to John’s Gospel, I know that Jesus can enter our lives with power and
peace. Lent is a time for careful attention to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.We sometimes think of Lent as a time
to give up and let go of some things that may enable us to draw closer to God. I like Bishop Fulton Sheen’s
word on this:“Self-discipline never means giving up anything, for giving up is a loss. Our Lord did not ask us
to give up the things of earth, but to exchange them for better things.” I wonder if we can allow Jesus to give
to us better things than we have ever known in this season of Lent.
As we allow John’s Gospel to speak to us in this Lenten season, I know that it has the power to make us

better husbands and wives, better sons and daughters, better fathers and mothers, better friends and followers
of Jesus. SusannaWesley, the mother of John and CharlesWesley, said,“There are two things to do about the
Gospel—believe it and behave it.”The Gospel gives us different priorities from the culture in which we live,
and it offers to us a different agenda for our lives. It offers hope when we are tempted to be fearful, it offers
faith when we would be jaded by cynicism, it offers love where we would be apathetic.The Gospel has the
power to transform and make new.
I am excited about Lent because I have such great confidence in the Gospel. James S. Stewart said,

“Humble and self-forgetting we must always be, but diffident and apologetic about the Gospel never.” So let
us enter this Lenten season with renewed commitment to follow Jesus Christ.“From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) See you in church!

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor



In the presence of family, the congregation
of First Presbyterian Church and God, the
following persons claimed God’s covenant
promise through the Sacrament of Baptism.

Laura & Brad Rouse presented their daughter,
Macie Tucker Rouse, for baptism on February 27.
Assisting Elder was Bill Henderson.

Helen & Emery Geyer, together with LeAnne Geyer
and Phillip Dominguez, presented their son, John Nicholas
Geyer, for baptism on March 6.Assisting Elder was
Lynn May.

Catherine & J.T.Martin presented their daughter,
Mary Catherine Martin, for baptism on March 6.
Assisting Elder wasTom Smith.

The Sacrament of BaptismSympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family

extends prayers and sympathy to the
following people and to other members
of their family during their time of loss.

Sherry & Everette Howell on the death of
Sherry’s mother,AzileWhittemoreWinn, who
died on February 15.

Cindy & Mickey Dickens on the death of Mickey’s
uncle,Donald A. Creech, who died on February 16.

Robert Murphy on the death of Robert’s sister,
Lisa C. Carney, who died on February 20.

Judy & Steven Beaman on the death of Judy’s mother,
Elsie Hotchkiss, who died on February 22. Sympathy to
granddaughter Ayn Marie Bivins.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support
of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.
Stephen Ministers are trained lay ministers of the church.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 13, 2011

Sermon
“First and Last Things”

Scripture Readings
Genesis 3:1-7
John 2:1-11

Todd Jones
Pastor

SECOND SUNDAY
OF LENT

MARCH 20, 2011

Sermon
“GospelWind”

Scripture Readings
Genesis 12:1-4
John 3:1-17

Todd Jones
Pastor

Radio broadcast of Sunday worship airs at 4:00 P.M.
each Sunday on WAMB 1200 AM and 99.3 FM.

A Pastor is On Call 24/7
In case of after office hour emergencies, call the church

at 383-1815 for information on how to reach the on-call
pastor. For pastoral care during office hours, you can contact
Sandra Randleman at the church (298-9502 or
srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love

through worship, education, and service.

the 5:3O
sunday evening worship at fpc

the enrichment center @ 5:3O p.m.

An Inquirers’ Class will be held for persons interested in
uniting with First Presbyterian Church as members or
who wish to obtain more information about the history
and mission of First Presbyterian Church and the
Presbyterian denomination. Persons considering
membership are encouraged to take the Inquirers’ Class
before joining First Presbyterian Church.
The class will be held for five consecutive Sundays,

March 20, 27, and April 3, 10 and 17, during the Sunday
School hour (9:45-10:45 A.M.) in the Session Room
(MW-203 on the second floor of the MinistryWing). For
more information, please call the church office at 383-
1815 or Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.

A New Inquirers’ Class Begins

Red Cross Blood Drive

Sunday, March 27

9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Enrichment Center

Make Appointments from FPC homepage
or on Sundays in Courtenay Hall.



On the RoadWith John
Journey Through Lent With John’s Gospel

First Sunday of Lent
March 13, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 3:1-7
NewTestament Lesson: John 2:1-11

Sermon:“First and Last Things” by Todd Jones

Second Sunday of Lent
March 20, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 12:1-4
NewTestament Lesson: John 3:1-17
Sermon:“GospelWind” by Todd Jones
Elisabeth Small, violin, will play.

Third Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 17:1-7
NewTestament Lesson: John 4:5-42

Sermon:“When the Truth Hurts and Heals” by Todd Jones
Ringtones Handbell Choir will play.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
April 3, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: 1 Samuel 10:1-13
NewTestament Lesson: John 9:1-41

Sermon:“Opening Blind Eyes” by Todd Jones
Joyful Singers sing Introit at 11:00.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 10, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel:1-14
NewTestament Lesson: John 11:1-45

Sermon:“Believing and Living” by Todd Jones
Bellisima Handbell Choir will play.

Passion/Palm Sunday
April 17, 2011

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9
NewTestament Lesson: John 12:12-19

Sermon:“TheWorld Has Gone After Him!” by Todd Jones

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.The children’s
choirs will sing “Sing Hosanna to the Son of David” and
will wave palm branches in the opening procession.

Maundy Thursday
April 21, 2011

Old Testament: Exodus 11:9 – 12:13
NewTestament: Matthew 26:17-35

Sermon:“Another Passover” by Stuart Gordon

Junior Choristers (2-3) rehearse at 5:45-6:15 P.M.; no
other choirs meet. Dinner* is at 5:30 P.M. (Courtenay
Hall). CommunionWorship Service is at 6:30 P.M.
(Sanctuary). Junior Choristers sing “Into theWoods.”

Good Friday
April 22, 2011

Noon Day Service
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 53:1-12
NewTestament Lesson: John 19:28-42
Sermon:“Secret Disciples” by Todd Jones

Service of Tenebrae • 7:00 P.M.
The Service of Tenebrae will include the passion narrative
from the Gospel of John, read by Narrator Bob Loflin and
the Sanctuary Choir responding with hymns and anthems.

Easter Day
April 24, 2011
(No Sunday School)

Sunrise Service at 6:30 A.M. (Sullivan Gardens)
Youth Ensemble will sing.

Easter Breakfast at 7:00 A.M. (Courtenay Hall)

Worship Services at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 A.M. (Sanctuary)
Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 31:1-6
NewTestament Lesson: John 20:1-18

Sermon:“The Shortest Easter Sermon Ever” by Todd Jones



The Adult Education Ministry is
providing free copies of Renewed for Life,
containing daily scriptures, readings and
prayers.The devotions were created from
the writings of the late Henri Nouwen, a
Dutch-born Catholic priest, college
professor and pastor. He wrote over
40 books on the spiritual life. He died at
the early age of 64. However, his work
carries on in his writings, and through
several active Nouwen societies, which
perpetuate his example of caring for others.
From the publisher: [This collection] is designed to help you

receive more fully the blessings of Prayer, Silence, Solitude and the
Presence of God in the world … not only during Lent but
throughout the year. May the words of Scripture together with the
reflections of Henri Nouwen encourage and strengthen your spirit in
preparation for Easter.
Copies of the devotional are currently available.

Henri Nouwen Daily
Devotionals for LentA memorial fund has been

established for chancel and sanctuary
flowers during Easter. Please send your
contribution, along with the name(s) of
loved ones to be memorialized, to
Cindy Bozman in the church office no
later than Monday,March 28.

Please note that names will not be
carried forward from previous Advent or Easter
Memorial publications. Contact Cindy by March 28
in order for your loved ones’ names to be included this
Easter.

Easter Memorials

Holy Communion will be observed the First
Sunday of Lent,March 13, at the 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
worship services in the sanctuary. Prepare your hearts
to celebrate this sign of Christ’s love and grace.

Holy Communion

You are invited to attend a Lenten study to be led by Dr. Sandra Randleman onThursdays,March 10
through April 21, from 12:00 until 1:00 P.M., at Downtown Presbyterian Church.The study will be based
on a discussion of DallasWillard’s book,The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God.The
book seeks to provide an understanding of the gospel that will open the way for the people of Christ to
actually do what Jesus taught us to do. Dr.Willard believes that discipleship to Jesus is the very heart of
the gospel and that Jesus wants us to live in conformity with His teachings in our life now.
You do not need to have read the book to participate in the study and discussion. Church members

and friends are invited to attend.A light lunch will be offered and a contribution for lunch is always
appreciated. For more information, please contact Sandra (298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

Lenten Study

If you are in need of hearing
assistance devices during
worship services,
FPC recently
purchased a new
system made by Listen.
Several members have
commented on the
clarity in which they are
now able to hear with these upgraded
digital components.
The charging station for the devices is

located in the narthex. Please note the
three different ear sets:“loop set,”“outer
ear” and the “in the ear” piece.

Listen: New Hearing
Assistance DevicesThe greatest challenge we face as an aging population is the need to find

proper care for our aging parents, spouse or friend. In addition, feeling like we
do not have control of our environment can be very stressful. If you are
currently caring for an aging loved one and feel stressed out or isolated due to
your caregiving situation, or would just like to learn more about community
resources, our Older Adult Caregivers Support Group is designed to be a safe
place where you can share your experiences and learn from others in similar
situations.
Our speaker this month will be Katie Griffith, SocialWorker for

Conservatorships andVictory Over Crime at Fifty Forward, a middleTennessee
non-profit dedicated to enriching the lives of adults 50+ by providing pathways
to health, well-being and lifelong learning.
We will meet onTuesday,March 22, from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the

Witherspoon Room (CC-130) on the first floor. Questions? Call Sandra
Randleman (298-9502).

Older Adult Caregivers Support Group



Marks DeVries’ Pick
Abba’s Child by Brennan Manning

Brennan Manning’s Abba’s Child
invites us to recalibrate our
identities — not as doers or
achievers, not as successful
parents or spouses, not even as
“good Christians”— but
fundamentally as children
adopted and claimed by the
living God.With a style much

like Henri Nouwen, Manning’s writings
can offer us a chance, during this Lenten season, to
realign us, especially those of us who feel like we
can’t ever seem to “get it right.”

Pastors’ Picks FOR LENT
During Lent, Bookmarks will be offering good reading for the season, recommended by the church’s pastoral staff. If you’re
looking for a good book for either devotional reading or study, you might consider one of the “Pastors’ Picks” featured below
and in the next issue of First Edition.

Sandra Randleman’s Pick
The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God

by DallasWillard

A book that I would recommend for
Lenten study is The Divine Conspiracy:
Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God, by
DallasWillard.The book seeks to “provide
an understanding of the gospel that will
open the way for the people of Christ
actually to do what their acknowledged
Maestro said to do.” DallasWillard
believes that discipleship to Jesus is the

very heart of the gospel and that Jesus wants us to live in
conformity with His teachings in our life now.According to
Dr.Willard, actual discipleship to Jesus is essential to faith in
Jesus. DallasWillard sets forth a curriculum for Christlikeness to
train Christians to be doers of theWord and not hearers only.

It can be easy to forget that the generosity demonstrated by past members who included the church in their
planned giving continues year after year to fund programs and missions that otherwise would not be a part of our
annual budget. Here is a short list of some of the uses of endowment fund income during 2010:

• Helped support three FPC members in their seminary educational pursuits.
• Provided funds to help support of the Center forYouth MinistryTraining.
• Funded tuition that enabled needy children to be able to attend Oak Hill Day Camp.
• Purchased new trees that were planted around our beautiful campus.
• Funded the December concert “My Soul Magnifies the Lord.”

For a full report on each of our endowment funds, please take a few moments to go to the church website at:
http://www.fpcnashville.org/images/uploads/2010 Endowment Report.pdf or click Endowment from Quick
Links on the Home page.
We hope that your family will consider a gift to the FPC Endowment as a way of supporting our growing

church.The easiest way for many members to participate is by a simple bequest in their will:“After all my bills are
paid, I want X% of my estate to go to First Presbyterian Church, Nashville.”There are other ways to consider such
generosity, and any planned gift qualifies you for membership in the church’sVance Society. Later this year we plan
to have a recognition event for all of the Society’s founding members, and it is not too late for you to become a
member. Once you have included the church in your planned giving, please complete the form found at the
following link http://www.fpcnashville.org/images/uploads/VanceSocietyEnroll.pdf and send it to Cindy Bozman
in the church office.
Be on the lookout for more information regarding theVance Society in the coming months, and we encourage

you to contact any member of the Endowment Committee or Church Finance Office if you have questions.

Lawson C.Allen
Endowment Committee Chair

FPC Endowment Update



Haiti October
Dates: October 8 - 14
Cost: $1,200 (est); $750 deposit due June 1; requires vaccines
Brief Details: Re-construction work with partner agencies
affected by earthquake; expect rugged conditions
Trip Leader: Mike Baron

Dominican Republic November 2011
Dates: November 5-11, 2011
Cost: $1,400 (est); $800 deposit July 1
Brief Details: Medical personnel offer family practice
medicine, surgery, dental care or eye care in clinics or in the
field depending on team member expertise; non-medical
participants needed to assist in processing patients and/or
assisting with vision screening — training provided.
Trip Leaders: Dr. Jim Cato, Dr. Matt Speyer and Dr. Betsy
Triggs

Questions? Contact Patricia Heim (298-9593 or
adultmissions@fpcnashville.org) if you are interested in
learning more or would like an application form.

Scholarship Assistance is available to FPC members
for all FPC-sponsored trips by contacting Sandra Randleman

(298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

Read about Missions at First Presbyterian Church online —
mission trips abroad, local mission opportunities, stories,

pictures and more.

Visit http://missions.fpcnashville.org.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic has destroyed an untold
number of families and even entire cultures throughout
Africa. But in Uganda, there is hope.This East African
Republic long ago built
a coalition of
government, churches
and schools that has
worked to dramatically
slow the spread of
HIV/AIDS and offers
relief to infected
victims.More than a
million people have
died in Uganda since the disease began, leaving over
1.5 million children without parents.Though Ugandans
have taken in more than 700,000 orphans as their own
children, some 800,000 are left to care for themselves.
Juna Amagara Ministries was founded in 2004 to help
these children grow in Christ to become healthy,
productive members of society.
Members and friends of First Presbyterian Church are

invited to meet the founder of Juna Amagara Ministries,
the Reverend BenTumuheirwe, onWednesday, March
23, from 4:00-5:00 P.M. inVance Hall. Presbyterian
Women of Circle 6 are prayer partners with Reverend
Ben and are hostesses for this gathering. Since 2008, First
Presbyterian Church has supported Juna Amagara
throughThe Outreach Foundation and has been blessed
by visits from Reverend Ben, his wife and even his
children over the years. Oak Hill School children have
heard testimony from Reverend Ben about Juna Amagara
Ministries while members of our own FPCYouth have
spent portions of their school year serving in Uganda
with this ministry.
“Juna Amagara”means “Saving Life” and that is exactly

what this ministry does for children orphaned by the
effects of HIV/AIDS.A home is provided for up to 40 at
the Amagara House Children’s Home along with food,
clothing, medical care, Christian love, and a chance to go
to school, all under the watchful eyes of trained
caregivers. Still other children live at foster homes while
in the program with even more trained and tutored in a
popular after-school program.
Juna Amagara Ministries is committed to educating the

next generation of Ugandans to be self-sufficient as well
as servant leaders.Vocational training is provided at the
Amagara School of Fashion and Drapery Design in
Kampala by teaching young orphan women highly
marketable skills at an affordable tuition.Visiting
Americans teach the students sewing, craft-making and

Get to Know Juna Amagara:
A Ministry of Hope for AIDS
Orphans in Uganda

quilting skills, which are then passed on to others. Construction
techniques, bricklaying, electrical installation, cooking and
accounting are taught on-the-job through various Juna Amagara
projects.
All Amagara children and students are taught that they are a

blessing from God and that they need to excel in a way that
pleases Him.This is practical evangelism — keeping God at the
center of our lives and showing others how to do the same.The
Amagara Bible Institute for Discipleship and Evangelism
(ABIDE) works with students going to college to help develop
servant-leaders for Uganda’s next generation.
Mark your calendar now and plan to meet Reverend Ben

Tumuheirwe onWednesday,March 23, inVance Hall beginning at
4:00 P.M. If your schedule doesn’t permit you to be at FPC at that
time, you’ll have a second chance to meet Ben when he joins the
congregation for dinner and Bible study that evening at the
Wednesday School of Christian Living.



Welcome, New Members, to First Presbyterian Church!
Inquirers’ Classes,Winter 2011

Ceesun & Jess Andrews joined First
Presbyterian Church, Ceesun by transfer of letter
from St.Andrew United Methodist Church in
Plano,Texas, and Jess by profession of faith.

Hannah Baisley joined
First Presbyterian Church by
profession of faith. She is
married to husband,Brad.

Warren Baker joined
First Presbyterian Church by
reaffirmation of faith.

Nancy & Joey Dickson
joined First Presbyterian

Church, Nancy by transfer
of letter from Fairlington
Presbyterian Church in

Alexandria,Virginia, and Joe
by reaffirmation of faith.

Suzanne & Paul Bond joined First Presbyterian
Church by transfer of letter fromWestminster

Presbyterian Church in Nashville.They have three
children,Coop, 8, Lucy, 6 and Jake, 4.

Charlie Bryan joined First
Presbyterian Church by
transfer of letter from

Hillsboro Presbyterian Church
in Nashville.



New Members,Winter 2011

Courtney Edington joined First
Presbyterian Church by transfer of
letter from Old Hickory Presbyterian
Church in Old Hickory. She is
married to the Rev. Sherard
Edington.They have a daughter,
Courtney, 11.

Nat Harris joined First
Presbyterian Church by
profession of faith. He is
married to FPC member,
Allison.They have a son,
Nat, 7 months.

Melissa & Brian Laskaris
joined First Presbyterian
Church by transfer of letter,
Melissa from Faith Baptist
Church in Bartlett,Tennessee,
and Brian from Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church in
Memphis,Tennessee.They
have a son,George, 1.

Margaret McFarland & Craig
Polancich joined First Presbyterian

Church by reaffirmation of faith.They
are engaged to be married in June.

Stephanie & Todd Presnell joined
First Presbyterian Church by transfer of
letter fromWest End United Methodist
Church in Nashville.They have a son,
Will, 10, and a daughter, Elise, 8.



In the cold and gray of January, we are planning for our Summer
Splash here at the Early Preschool. Summer Splash begins on June 7.
We will have three sessions in June and three sessions in July, on
Tuesdays,Wednesdays andThursdays, from 9:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
each day. Please check the Early Preschool website at
fpcnashville.org/earlypreschool/summersplash for more details or
call Julie Miller at 298-9536.Applications are available to download
from the site, or you can pick one up at the welcome desk in the
children’s wing. See you at Summer Splash!

Get Ready for Summer Splash!

Please join the Children’s Ministry Committee for a time of fellowship and education and what it’s like for a child to Grow
Up FPC.On Sunday,March 27, (9:50-10:35 A.M.) in Courtenay Lounge all adults are invited to learn about our Sunday School
ministry, the successful Milestones Ministry, which marks a profound step for every year of a child’s life and faith, the new
“ServingTogether” initiative, and much more about raising children in the faith.We will also discuss how we are set to work
alongside you in partnership as you seek your possible role in Children’s Ministry. Parents, this is the perfect opportunity for you
to learn more about your child’s growing faith steps from infancy through sixth grade.
As our Inquirer’s class is focused on letting you know all about the church, our time will be for any adult, parent or not, who

is curious about what goes on in passing faith and Biblical knowledge on to the next generation.
Any questions? Please call or email Jami Hill (370-9988 or Jamilehh@comcast.net).

Growing Up First Presbyterian Nashville: OurVision for Children’s Ministry

On Sunday, February 20, the Junior Choristers were
invited to provide the service music for First Presbyterian
Church in Springfield. Seven of our singers were able to
make the trip and offer the gift of praise through music to a
congregation that currently does not have a children’s choir,
but as we found out, plenty of eager children enthralled by
the future possibility. Our caravan was greeted at FPC
Springfield by the pastor, Proctor Chambliss, members of the
adult choir, and a delightful group of Sunday School
children who acted as our hosts.The Springfield children
treated the Junior Choristers to a snack of sausage biscuits,
fruit, cheese, and juice, and one of the choir members gave

us a mini-tour of the historic old church. Be sure to ask the Junior Choristers about the horses’ hoof prints!
The service was a great experience for our young singers; an opportunity to learn how other churches worship as well as

share our gift of song in mission.We learned that passing the peace is a great chance to make new friends, that the children’s
sermon was enthusiastically enjoyed even by adults, that it is okay to offer your own prayers out loud, that you have to “stay on
your toes” when your choir faces the congregation, and that appreciation for our singing was greeted with rounds of applause!
But most important of all, we learned that no matter how we worship the Lord, we all sing His praise with one voice.

Junior Choristers Sings With Springfield PC

The beautiful new
directories have been
distributed on recent
Sundays between
worship services. If
you had your picture
taken for the
directory, you may
now receive your free
directory at the
Reception Desk
during church office
hours. If you did not
have your picture taken and would like a copy, you
may purchase it in the church bookstore.
Also, if you are a new member as of September

2010, we would like your family to have a
complimentary copy. Please pick one up at the
Reception Desk Monday-Friday, 8:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M.
Due to cost, we are unable to mail directories.

Pictorial Directories are Here



Each day,MOB volunteers drive 5 routes and deliver
102 meals to those living in the community surrounding the
center.
Meals are cooked at the Martha O’Bryan kitchen and are

often the only hot meal a recipient will have during an
entire day. FPC was delighted to include a “sweet treat” and
fresh fruit with many of the meals to share a little love!

Sixth Grade Families Serving
Together at Martha O’Bryan Center

Thank you sixth grade families for your gifts of joy and hospitality!

Quotes from the afternoon…

“You are making a difference with
your smile.”

—MOB staff

“Would you like to stay and chat?
I don’t get any visitors.”

—a meal recipient

“We talked about this experience
all the way home!”

—FPC servant parent

“Well, so you go and get the food.
That’s the meal part.Then, you
drive in the car and take it to the
people.That's the wheel part. Get
it? Meals.Wheels. It rhymes. It’s
catchy: Meals onWheels! Get it?”
—FPC 6 year old servant child

“I did this inVBS last year!What
fun to come back!”

—FPC tween

In February, fourth graders of First Presbyterian Church met together for a
day of fellowship and fun. During the morning together we played, we baked
cookies, we reviewed the OldTestament Bible stories we have learned
throughout the year and we walked the Milestones of our spiritual journey.This
was a chance for the children to remember where they have been on their faith
journey and to look ahead to what is to come as they walk their journey with
God.
Each fourth grader received a Faith Stone they created to remember this day.

Faith Stones are clay thumbprints with pictures of our Milestones on them.After
a simple lunch with our families, the fourth graders circled together for worship
and a blessing from their families.We left the day reminded that we are all part of
God’s family!

Quotes from the event…

“This day was a lot of fun. I am
very happy I went.”

—fourth grader

“The children worked so well
together and showed the gift of
hospitality to new class members.”

—fourth grade leader

Milestone Retreat for 4th Grade



Courtenay Hall was filled with busy families on Sunday,
February 13, for an afternoon of Simply Serving!
• In a flurry of activity, 52 boxes were packed tightly with

valentines and candy for our college freshmen making this the
second FPC care package shipped to these young adults since
they went away to college last fall!
• In addition, 120 handmade cards were created to share

words of encouragement and love with our FPC
members who are age 85 and older. Families worked
together to create lovely cards using scrapbooking
materials and scripture verses.
• Up in Courtenay Lounge, a simple approach to

preparing for the season of Lent was offered as
families filled a small brown bag with purple and
white ribbons that will be used in their home to
remember Christ during the season of Lent. (See
article below.) A set of daily devotion cards, entitled “Beneath the Cross,” and an offering box for the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering were also offered for families who will be keeping their focus on the Christ in the coming season. Families not
present for the event are invited to pick up their Family Lent Devotions from the Children’s Ministry lobby,Volunteer Hall, the
C-WingWelcome Cart OR the FPC website Children’s Ministry page.
Special thanks to the PresbyterianWomen and Children’s Ministry staff for this special afternoon for the families of FPC.

An Afternoon of Simply Serving!

The women of our church are invited to take a
guided tour of First Steps on Monday,April 4. First
Steps is a mission supported by First Presbyterian
Church that provides early intervention and
educational services for special needs children, ages
birth to 5 years old. First Steps has recently moved to
their new campus at 1900 Graybar Lane.We will meet
at the church offices at 9:30 A.M., take a tour of First
Steps, help with a small service project, and return to FPC
by noon. Please call Dorothy Pace (292-9333) for more
information.

A simple bag with simple things,
Words and ribbon to remember the King.
The time has come to simply prepare,
Wait and watch in a spirit of prayer.

The Children’s Ministry team is pleased to provide your family with a simple
way to mark the days of Lent with scripture and prayer using “Beneath the Cross,”
a daily devotion booklet. Each day a purple or white ribbon is placed at the foot
of a small wooden cross as scripture is read and a “wondering question” is asked.
Lent Devotion Kits are available in the Children’s Ministry Lobby,Volunteer Hall,
at the C-WingWelcome Cart and on the Children’s Ministry web page.May your
family worship be blessed with simplicity during this season of Lent as you take
time from your busy schedules to quiet your hearts in reverence before God.

“Beneath the Cross” — A 2011 Lent Devotion from Children’s Ministry

Spring is just around the
corner! The Presbyterian
Women’s Spring Outing is
Tuesday, May 10. Mark your
calendar and plan to join us
for a morning of joyous

inspiration.

Join the Women of FPC in Learning
More about First Steps

PW Spring Outing
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SundayWorship: 8:30 and 11:00
services in the sanctuary every Sunday, and
“the 5:30” in the Enrichment Center in
the evening. Families, please join us at one
of these worship services each Sunday.

Youth Newsletter: If your family isn’t
receiving the monthlyYouth Newsletter in
your email, please let Katy Miller know
(kmiller@fpcnashville.org or 298-9570).

7th Grade Laser Tag is Sunday,March
27. Save the date! Details coming soon.

8th Grade Event is Sunday,March 27.
Save the date! Details coming soon.

Sunday School on March 13:
• 7th grade meets inThe Gathering Place.
• 8th grade meets in theYouth Room.
• 9th grade meets in room #101 in the EC.
• 10th grade meets in room #100 in the EC.
• 11th grade meets in room #102 in the EC.
• 12th grade meets in room #105 in the EC.

Sunday School on March 20:
• 7th grade meets inThe Gathering Place.
• 8th grade meets in theYouth Room.
• 9th grade meets in room #101 in the EC.
• 10th grade meets in room #100 in the EC.
• 11th grade meets in room #102 in the EC.
• 12th grade meets in room #105 in the EC.

Register NOW! Go to
firstpresbyterianyouth.com/register
to sign up for the Great Escape and

New Orleans Mission Trip.

Youth Happenings

We’re Cheetah Sisters!

The FPC senior girls’ basketball team, commonly know as the
Pink Cheetahs, completed an exceptional final season together.
The Cheetahs, led by Coach Billington and Coach Morphis,
made it to the league championship game.The girls came up
short in the final game but, as shown above, have had years of
fun and have represented First Presbyterian Church well with
enthusiasm and sportsmanship. Give these Cheetahs a growl!


