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One day in 1888, a Norwegian businessman opened the morning newspaper, only
to find to his shock and amazement, his own obituary. It was a huge mistake, of
course. It was his brother who had died, but the newspaper mistakenly had printed his
obituary and not that of his brother. It gave this man a glimpse of how the world saw
the sum total of his life, and he did not like what he had just read.
The facts were accurate enough. His impressive achievements were all in place. But

nothing in the obituary spoke of his high principles or his most cherished
commitments. Instead, the obituary focussed upon his inventions, his patents and his
great wealth. Decades earlier, this man had invented an explosive that he called
“dynamite,” and this destructive force had made him wealthy beyond his wildest

dreams.This Norwegian businessman, of course, was named Alfred Nobel, and the day he read his own obituary
marked the beginning of a new life for him.
Nobel realized that he would be forever famous for a life founded upon violence, destruction and war, of

blowing things to bits.This realization was a painful reckoning to Nobel for how he had spent his life and for
how he would be remembered. But the whole experience gave him a second chance to live for those things
that he held most dear, and in effect, a chance to rewrite his own obituary.
From that day forward, Nobel began giving his money away, making provision in his will for the

establishment of the Nobel prizes, rewarding those who made great contributions to science, to medicine, to
literature, to the humanities, and most of all, to peace.Today the world associates Alfred Nobel not with
violence and destruction, but with peace and humanitarian breakthroughs in medicine, in science, in the arts
and in literature.
Given the chance,Alfred Nobel was able to rewrite his own obituary, and to create for himself a different

legacy. How about you? How will your obituary read?Will the story of your life tell of blessing, of generosity, of
love and that which builds up life and leaves the world a better place? Or will it be one more in a long list of
those who lived the gift of life for themselves and not for the glory of God? “What is the cheif end of man?”
So goes the first question of theWestminster Shorter Catechism: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy
Him forever.”
Alfred Nobel was given a second chance and he made the most of it. He never lived to see a Nobel Prize

rewarded, but he laid the groundwork to honor those whose lives and endeavors would make the world a
better place. He invested in the future, in the things that make for peace, for health, for beauty and wisdom.He
lived the last years of his life in hope, and blessed countless generations that would follow.Today his legacy is
secure, and I cannot help but to think that Alfred Nobel would be pleased with how he is remembered.
How about your obituary, or more importantly, your legacy? None of us need to seek fame or fortune to live

a life of significance and blessing. But we do need to see that our lives are invested in the things that we will be
glad that we gave ourselves to when our days come to a close.Thank God we all still have the chance to
complete the story our lives will finally tell.Make them count for good and for God!

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor
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TRINITY SUNDAY
JUNE 19, 2011

Sermon
“Shakespeare, King James,
and the Majesty of God”

Scripture Readings
Psalm 8

Matthew 28:16-20

Todd Jones
Pastor

SUNDAY
JUNE 26, 2011

Sermon
“TheWorst and Best Story

in the Bible”

Scripture Readings
Genesis 22:1-14
Matthew 10:37-42

Todd Jones
PastorRadio broadcast of Sunday worship airs at 4:00 P.M.

each Sunday on WAMB 1200 AM and 99.3 FM.

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love

through worship, education, and service.

In the presence of family, the congregation
of First Presbyterian Church and God, the
following persons claimed God’s covenant
promise through the Sacrament of Baptism.

Katherine & Christopher Peacock presented
their daughter,Georgia Katherine Peacock, for
baptism on June 12.Assisting Elder was Roxie Gibson.

Meredith & Mike Stewart presented their son,Hudson
William Stewart, for baptism on June 12.Assisting Elder
was Lonnie Stout.

The Sacrament of BaptismSympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family

extends prayers and sympathy to the
following people and to other members
of their family during their time of loss.

Kaye &Winston Evans on the death of Kaye’s
sister,Elizabeth Sue DavisWebster, who died on
May 18. Sympathy to nephew & niece, Giles & Laine
Evans.

Susan &Todd Kaestner, Carlton Brown and Lynne &
Thomas Brown on the death of their mother,Priscilla
Brown, who died on May 27. Sympathy to grandchildren,
Evie & Margo Kaestner and Alex & Laura Brown.

Nancy & Nate Parrish on the death of Nancy’s father,
James Howard Evans Sr., who died on May 29.
Sympathy to grandchildren, Nate, Cole, Elizabeth and
Corinne Parrish.

Sheila & Arthur Reuther & Chris Lambos on the death
of their mother,Myrtle Lambos, who died on May 29.
Sympathy to grandchildren, Lauren & Miller Reuther.

Tino Gaultney on the death of his sister,Lucille
Mullette Howard, who died on May 31. Sympathy to
nephew, John & Lyric Owen IV and niece,Marion
Williams.

Mimi & Raymond Hurd on the death of Raymond’s
mother,Barbara Jo Hurd, who died on May 31.
Sympathy to grandchildren, Olivia & Sam Hurd.

Melissa Ann & Alan Barton on the death of Melissa’s
mother,Libby Collett, who died on June 3.

Ellen Locke on the death of her son,Dale Anderson
Spicer, who died on June 3.

Sympathy to the family & friends of Jane Mills, who
died on June 5.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support
of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.
Stephen Ministers are trained lay ministers of the church.

Older Adult Caregivers
Support Group
The greatest challenge we face as an aging

population is the need to find proper care for our
aging parents, spouse or friend. In addition, feeling like
we do not have control of our environment can be
very stressful. If you are caring for an aging loved one
and feel stressed out or isolated due to your caregiving
situation, or would just like to learn more about
community resources, our Older Adult Caregivers
Support Group is a safe place where you can share
your experiences and learn from others in similar
situations.We will meet onWednesday, June 22, from
11:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. in theWitherspoon Room
(CC-130) on the first floor of the Ministry Wing.
Questions? Call Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.



College Happenings
Summer Opportunities for
College Students
We’re excited to announce summer small groups for

College Students! Each week (beginning June 20) we will
gather in a home for hang time, dinner,
group check-in, then divide into smaller
groups to study and discuss a Bible passage
or even a book. Locations will be
announced but the days and times are as
follows:

• Rising College Freshmen will meet onWednesdays
from 5:30 until 7:30 P.M.

• Rising College Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors
will meet on Mondays at 6:00 P.M.

Young Adult Small Group
The TuesdayYoung Adult Small Group will continue to
meet this summer at the home of Katy Miller and Meghan
Backes (1147 Duncanwood Drive, off GrannyWhite) from
6:30 until 8:00 P.M. Come for dinner, hang time and study.
Newcomers welcome anytime!

Welcome to the staff our
newest member!

Older Adult Ministries is now under
the leadership of Brenda Geise, our
Interim Coordinator
of Older Adult
Ministries. Brenda
brings with her a
wealth of experience
as an educator in the
United Methodist
Church. She
attended Scarritt
Graduate School and
completed her certification process in
Christian Education through Union
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.
She served at First United Methodist,
Cookeville, for 14 years; First United
Methodist, Smyrna, for two, and retired
from Crievewood United Methodist in
Nashville after six years.
She also holds Masters degrees in

English and Counseling, and taught
English at Murray State, Pensacola Jr.
College and Tennessee Tech before
changing careers. She has been a
member at FPC for over two years and
became a Presbyterian by choice!
Brenda has two children, Lucian and

family here in Nashville, and Amy Blair
and family in Memphis. She has six
grandchildren and takes classes at the
“Y,” sings in Choraleers, a choral group
that entertains at nursing and retirement
homes and teaches a state required class
for divorcing parents.

A Special Thanks!A Special Thanks!



The FPC Long Range Planning Committee Needs Your Help
Dear Church Member,
The Mission of First Presbyterian Church is to know

Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love
through worship, education and service.This mission
statement is foremost as the Session begins the long-range
strategic planning for the church. Our goal is to provide
programs and a place of worship that indeed meet this
mission through serving your needs.
FPC began the strategic planning process in 2002

which established: A ClearVision, Mission Statement,
Value Statements, Policies and Procedure Manual, Strategic
Planning/Long Range Plan.
The strategic planning process was implemented by the

FPC Long Range Planning Committee from 2004-2007.
The solid foundation on which the church could
draw on to support its mission was:
• The church has a rich history with a highly gifted and
motivated congregation with solid financial resources,
strong pastoral leadership, and a deep pool of trained
and gifted lay leaders;

• The church is blessed with an able and dedicated staff;
• The church offers many outstanding programs;
• The church has a vibrant, comprehensive missions
program;

• The church has Oak Hill School, which is one of
Nashville’s premier elementary schools;

• Church governance is streamlined and highly-effective;
• The church’s 60+ acre campus provides a beautiful
setting which supports many different types of activities;

• Perhaps the church’s most important attributes are the
intangibles it offers such as a strong faith community, a
warm, caring, nurturing environment, a Christian
family atmosphere and an inspiring worship experience.

The elements of the strategic plan were to establish a
growing church, while refining our vision and fulfilling
our mission.Our long range goals are:
• Membership growth by 100 new members per year;
•Worship growth by 100 members per year;
• Support and strengthening the existing Christian
Education program;

• Deepening and strengthening our ministry/spirituality;
• Increased involvement and support of missions;
• Expansion and renovation of FPC facilities.
We perhaps need to take a deep breath to reflect on our

accomplishments under the outstanding leadership of Todd
Jones, church staff and officers of FPC.These are just a
few measures we have been tracking:
• Membership has grown from 3,400 members to 4,200,
a 25 percent increase, averaging 100 new members
per year.

•Worship has grown from 750 average per week to
1,250, an increase of 67 percent.

• Many new classes have been added and 17 new Bible
study groups have been formed.

• Congregational Care has over 50 groups established,
focused on ministry and spiritual needs of our
congregation, along with 57 parish groups.

• Todd’s vision was “to be the most generous church
in Tennessee.”

• Members contributions increased from $3.4 million to
$4.3, a 30 percent increase in one of the worst
recessions in history.

• Mission funding increased from $600,000 to
$1.2 million.

• Sixteen mission trips, 200 members involved with
Room in the Inn, 70 members involved with Habitat.

• Facilities were expanded and updated with a $20
million renovation.

Whew, you might ask.What else can we do? That would
be a good question.We feel FPC is in the right place to be
at this juncture in time and we see opportunities to refine
our current strategy.The best way to do that is an
environmental scan, thereby getting in touch with our
congregation.
We are in the process of implementing a church wide

survey to understand the roles and relationships the church
has with members of the congregation, both as a part of
their spiritual life and their community.We wish to
identify and understand specific activities, programs,
messages and relationships the church may consider
that will result in:
1. Enhancing members engagement and involvement in
the church and church program;

2. Enriching the relationship and role of the church more
holistically in the members’ communities;

3. Finding ways and means to stay in touch with
members to establish the church as a key community
in their lives.

The second phase, which will begin this summer
and finish in the fall, is creating focus groups that
consist of six demographic categories by age, which
include: Youth, College,Young Adults (23-35), Middle
Adults (36-49), Empty Nesters (50-74) and Seniors (75+).
We need everyone’s participation to get meaningful

information. Please fill out the survey saying yes when asked
to be in a focus group.

Long Range Planning Committee



Officer Recommendation for Class of 2014

I wish to endorse _________________________________________ as a candidate for: � Elder � Deacon to the
Nominating Committee of the church. Nominees will be presented to the congregation on Sunday, October 23.The
deadline for recommending nominees is June 30, 2011.

Please tell us what you know about this person’s involvement in First Presbyterian, Nashville, or another ministry or
church, or in the community at large.You may, or you may not,wish to call the candidate. Include below name, address,
family members and occupation, if appropriate.You may also nominate yourself or a family member.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominating Committee members are Mickey Martin, John Eason, Gail Chickey, Garold Ferguson, DavidWiley, Ron
Pasquale and Emily Eberle. Please return this form to any member of the Nominating Committee or to the church
office. Consider in your recommendation references to leadership and qualifications from the Presbyterian Book of
Order (G-6.0300 and G-6.0400).

Your Name: ______________________________________ Phone Number: _____________________________

� Cut, Complete & Return � Cut, Complete & Return

HOSPITALIDAD Leviticus 19:34

In any language, hospitality and the love of Christ are what our Cuban brothers and
sisters provided us during our visit with them in May.We were made to feel at home and
part of their family.The mission team consisted of Sandra Randleman, Dorothy Pace,Vicki
Sells, Pam, Mike and Steven Shampain.
The opportunity to share our faith during the week was very evident through our

participation in the Sunday church service including serving communion, a sermon offered
by the Rev. Sandra Randleman and Steven Shampain’s baptism conducted by Reverends
Dopico and Randleman.We also participated in a study of the book of Job hosted by the
PresbyterianWomen of the Dora E.Valentin (DEV) Church.We made visits to outreach missions of the DEV
Church including a senior citizen center, a special needs school,The Center of Social and Educational Services and to the

Perico Presbyterian Church.Through the generosity of the our congregation over the last four
years, the Perico church has been completely renovated to include a new sanctuary, a fellowship
hall, restrooms and living quarters for the pastor and his family.
While we were in Perico, we were treated to an interpretive dance by three teenage girls

depicting the life of Christ.We also participated in a Cuban Irish dance.As a thank you for
teaching us the Cuban dance,Vicki Sells led all of us in doing the Hokey Pokey which was
translated into Spanish as we went along.A great time was shared by all!
This is a wonderful mission trip for sharing one’s faith, and if anyone is interested in

learning more about future Cuba mission trips please talk with any mission team member.

With love in Christ, Pam and Mike Shampain



Sunday, June 26  6:30pm – 9:00pm

after hours at the 
Maryland Farms YMCA!

Great food 
catered by 

Moe’s! 
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Buy your
tickets NOW!

Adults & teens ~ $13  
Kids under 13 ~ $6

Max per family ~ $40

after hours at the 
Maryland Farms YMCA!

Great food 
catered by Moe’s! 

Sundays in Courtenay Hall 
OR 

 on the FPC website, www.fpcnashville.org 

Look for the“First Connections” tab on the home page! 
Tickets MUST be purchased 

 before June 23rd!

Haiti October
Dates: October 8-14
Cost: $1,200 (est); $750 deposit due NOW; requires
vaccines
Brief Details: Re-construction work with partner
agencies affected by earthquake; expect rugged
conditions.
Trip Leader: Mike Baron

Dominican Republic November
Dates: November 5-11
Cost: $1,400 (est); $800 deposit due NOW
Brief Details: Medical personnel offer family practice
medicine, surgery, dental care or eye care in clinics or
in the field depending on team member expertise;
non-medical participants needed to assist in
processing patients and other activities.
Trip Leaders: Dr. Jim Cato and Dr. Matt Speyer

Questions?
Contact Patricia Heim

(298-9593 or adultmissions@fpcnashville.org)
if you are interested in learning more
or would like an application form.

Online registration for trips is available
from the church homepage

on the web (www.fpcnashville.org).

Scholarship Assistance
is available to FPC members

for all FPC-sponsored trips by contacting
Sandra Randleman (298-9502 or
srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

Read about missions at First Presbyterian Church online
— mission trips abroad, local mission opportunities,

stories, pictures and more.

Visit http://missions.fpcnashville.org.

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4



Adult Sunday Classes
Adventure Class — Edgar Meeting Room (227) — Tom
Harrington leads this class featuring Bible-based presentations and
direction for living the Christ-centered life.

Disciple IV Class —Vance Hall (222) — This phase of the popular
Disciple Bible Study program concentrates on “theWritings” in the Old
Testament and the “Johannine” NewTestament books. Marbut Gaston is
the leader. Meets 8:30-10:30 A.M.

Discipleship Class —Witherspoon Room (130) — David
Goodcase teaches the Bible in this class, with the aim of knowing Christ
more intimately.

Friends in Faith — Room L-201 — Bible studies and life
application topics for couples in their 20s and 30s. Class Coordinator for
this year is Kevin Campbell; Education Coordinator is Nicole Lamb.

The Good News Class — Room L-207 — Elder Lonnie Stout
leads discussion and Bible study centering around life as Presbyterian
and Reformed people.

Inquirers’ Class — Session Room (203) — Dr. Sandra Randleman
leads these sessions, designed for prospective members. Next series will
begin September 11.

Issues Discussion Class — Room L-200 — Topics change often in
this lively class, moderated by Justin and Maureen Milam.

June Ramsey Class — Cheek House Living Room — Seminary-
level topics and scholarship, usually led byVanderbilt Divinity School
faculty and Ph.D. candidates. Class meets at 9:45 A.M. sharp!

Logos Class — Stanford Chapel — Assoc. Pastor Stuart Gordon
leads this class for all ages of adults.

Partners in Promise — Room A-112 — Couples class (30s-40s)
studies books on Christian themes. Chan and Ginger Sheppard lead this
class.The class discusses The Marriage Builder, by noted Christian
counselor Larry Crabb.

Spiritual Journey for Women — Cheek House Dining Room —
Women of all ages grow in their faith through reading, class discussion
and Bible study in a warm and accepting atmosphere. Focus is on the
needs and concerns of the contemporary Christian woman.

Twenty-Somethings Class — Tyne House — The group is lively
and interesting, and interested in you if you are in that young
demographic.TreyWince leads.

Youth Leader Class — Room A-104 — John Baird leads Bible
study with people most of whom have the bond of having or having
had teenagers. Curriculum is the Spice Rack series, written by Assoc.
Pastor Mark DeVries.

All classes are 9:45-10:40 A.M.
unless otherwise noted

FPC Swimming Pool
Now Open!

You can purchase a family pass for up to six people
for only $150; $35.00 for each additional person.
Two guests per family allowed. Feel free to pack a
picnic, but no glass, and please help to keep the pool
area clean.

Monday thru Friday
4:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Saturday 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Sunday 12:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Call 615-298-9583 or email
lgreen@fpcnashville.org for
more information.

FPC 2011 NaCoMeWeekend
Weekend camp this year will be August 5-7, and

will be led by former FPC youth staffer extraordinaire
Erika Shapiro and her wonderful husband Jeremy.The
theme for the weekend will be “Reflections”—
“How our Lives Can be a Reflection of Jesus’ Love
for Us!” Mark your calendar now to join your church
family at NaCoMe in August, and be on the lookout
for the registration brochure coming in June.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
with Todd Jones

The Thursday morning bible study
with Todd Jones will be taking a break
during the summer. It will resume again
after Labor Day with a study on the

Gospel of John.All are welcome to attend.
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Youth Happenings

Youth Prayer Time and Breakfast:
EveryTuesday in the summer.Meet for prayer
time at theTyne House at 8:00 A.M., then
head to breakfast.

Wednesday Night Explosion: Every
Wednesday night in the summer, 6:30-8:00
P.M. in theTyne House!

Fun-N-Sun at FPC (Go Big):Thursday,
June 23. Drop off at 11:00 A.M., pick up at
3:00 P.M. (Tyne House).

Youth Newsletter: If your family isn’t
receiving the monthlyYouth Newsletter in
your email, please let Katy Miller know
(kmiller@fpcnashville.org or 298-9570).

SundayWorship: 8:30 and 11:00 services
in the sanctuary every Sunday, and “the 5:30”
in the Enrichment Center in the evening.
Families, please join us at one of these worship
services each Sunday.

Summer 2011:We have an exciting
summer planned for youth! Check out our
website, firstpresbyterianyouth.com for
schedules and to sign up for events.

Nations Ministry Tutoring: Every
Monday in the summer.Meet at 9:30 A.M. at
theTyne House, return at 12:30 P.M.

Sunday School on June 19th & 26th:
• 7th grade meets inThe Gathering Place.
• 8th grade meets in theYouth Room.
• 9th grade meets in room #101 in the EC.
• 10th grade meets in room #100 in the EC.
• 11th grade meets in room #102 in the EC.
• 12th grade meets in theTyne House for
Exodus Class.

the
5:3O

sunday evening worship at fpc
the enrichment center @ 5:3O p.m.

Sunday sermons are
online in print and audio!
Log on the church website at
www.fpcnashville.org and find
Sermons on the Worship page.




