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The great linguistic philosopher
Hans Gadamer said famously that
“words create worlds.” I believe
this with all of my heart, which is
one of the most important reasons
why I love the Bible and am so
convinced that we need as a
people to hear Scripture speak
more than we need to hear any

other voice or word.As a student in seminary preparing for the
Presbyterian ministry,we were faced with what is still calledThe
Bible Content Exam. It was a multiple choice test on the
content of Scripture, and it was not a test that you could fake
your way through, not one that had to do with your opinions.
You either knew the great arc of the Biblical story or you did
not. At one of our Presbyterian seminaries, a student asked a
professor,“What is the best advice you have to offer on how to
pass this exam?”The professor smiled, and said,“I suggest you
begin by reading the Bible.”This is good advice not simply for
students who need to pass a test. I believe it is indispensible
advice for every Christian who wants to live a faithful,
meaningful, hopeful life in this troubled world.

Swiss theologian Karl Barth told his readers that they should
have “absolute confidence in Holy Scripture.” He went on to
say,“If preachers are content to make their sermons expositions
of Scripture, that is enough. So long as they think that practical
life requires more, that the Bible does not suffice to meet what
life demands, they do not have confidence, this ‘pistis’ [Greek
word for faith], they do not really live by faith.” I have always
been challenged by Barth’s words to trust the Bible and to seek
to preach it with confidence in its adequacy to “meet what life
demands.” Moreover, I am convinced that reading the Bible
regularly, and allowing it to make sense of your view of the
world, is one of the most crucial things needed to make sense
of life.The Bible brims with hope on every page, because it
alone believes that God is the most important reality and the
power that creates, redeems and sustains the universe. I have

found that the more I read the Bible, the more I am shaped and
formed by that reading, and the more it becomes the
interpretative principle by which I read the rest of the world.

I have also found over time that memorizing Scripture has a
way of blessing my life.As the words of the Bible have found
themselves embedded in my heart, they provide for me the
voice of God, a voice that is other than my own, that speaks to
me in a way that I can utterly trust.“Yea, though I walk through
the shadow of the valley of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou
art with me.” These are words that literally have given me
strength and courage.“Peace, I leave with you,my peace I give
unto you; not as the world gives do I give unto you. Let not
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” Jesus’words
have granted me peace, and continue to do so every day of my
busy life.We had John Burgess speak at our church two years
ago on his book entitled, “Why Scripture Matters.” John
recommends the value of memorizing passages from the Bible
as a spiritual discipline and a life-giving practice.“We would do
well to develop disciplines of memorization. Through
memorization, Scripture dwells in our hearts, not just on the
pages of a book. It can speak to us anytime, anywhere. As we
recall the words of Scripture,Scripture recalls to us the reality of
Christ among us.” I have found John Burgess’ words to be
literally true in my own experience.

Betty Achtemeier was one of the best teachers I have ever
encountered. She was Stuart Gordon’s favorite professor at
UnionTheological Seminary.Betty said,“The Christian church
is the community that expects to hear God speaking through its
Scriptures. It is that community which has been formed and
sustained by the God who addresses it through those events and
words that are preserved in the Bible. And it is still the
community that hears the divine voice uttered through the
canon.”The Bible helps us to find health, hope and humility.
Through it,God speaks to us theWord of life. It is as vital to the
life of faith as exercise is to the life of the body.

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor

First Presbyterian Church
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Greeter Volunteers Needed
Do you remember what it was like the first time you

walked in the door at First Presbyterian Church?Were you
more than a little overwhelmed?We remember that day
well, and it was over 22 years ago. Fortunately for us, the
people here that day
smiled at us, made us
feel welcome and
helped us feel at home
in God’s house.

Would you like to
help carry on that
tradition by providing a
welcoming greeting to visitors and church members, and
guidance if needed?We are looking for volunteer greeters
to serve on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:00 A.M. Training
material will be provided so that you will be equipped to
answer the most commonly asked questions.

For more information, please call Ron Pasquale at
376-6097.

Register for Fall Soccer 2012
Fall soccer registration for children ages 3-years-old

through 6th grade is now available online at
http://www.fpcnashville.org/sports1.htm! Fees per child are
$125 after July 21. Please make checks
payable to First Presbyterian Church.

Practices will begin August 13 and
games will begin August 25. For more
information, contact Andrew Kelso at
298-9526 or akelso@fpcnashville.org.

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love

through worship, education and service.

SUNDAY

JULY 29, 2012

Sermon
“Doxology is Life”

Scripture Readings
II Kings 4:42-44
Ephesians 3:14-21

Todd Jones
Pastor

SUNDAY

AUGUST 5, 2012

Sermon
“The Blindside”

Scripture Readings
II Samuel 11:26-12:13a

Ephesians 4:1-16

Mark DeVries
Associate Pastor

Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family

extends prayers and sympathy to the
following people and to other members
of their family during their time of loss.

Nancy &William Eason on the death of
Nancy’s mother, Elizabeth Jean (Dale) St. Germain,
who died July 2.

Norene & GeorgeYowell on the death of Norene’s
stepmother,Martha Robbins Black, who died July 12.
Sympathy to Ginger & Chan Sheppard,Tinsley & Lacy
Sheppard, Mary LucyYowell, Georgia & Benjamin Ferrell
and Adelaide Ferrell.

Linda & Ed Cox on the death of Linda’s brother,Kent
Sinclair McNeill, who died July 12.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support
of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.
Stephen Ministers are trained lay ministers of the church.

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family

congratulates these members.

Allison & Nat Harris on the birth of
their daughter,Harper Elizabeth
Harris, who was born on March 5.

Erika & Jeremy Shapiro on the birth of their son,Gabriel
Oakes Shapiro, who was born on July 5.

Save the Date!
PresbyterianWomen would like to invite you to a

reception honoring Dr.TomWalker.Tom has been a vital
part of the ministry at First
Presbyterian Church for 10 years. He
has decided it is time to retire, and we
want to express our appreciation to
him for his service to the members of
First Presbyterian Church.

Tom’s incredible voice, the wisdom
drawn from his rich experience and
his gift of humor have been a blessing
to the staff and members of this

congregation. So come on Sunday, July 29 any time
between 9:30 and 10:45 A.M. in Courtenay Hall to express
appreciation to Tom and wish him well.



Dominican Republic November 2012
Dates: November 3-9
Cost: $1,400 (estimated); $800 deposit due NOW; vaccinations
recommended.
Brief Details: Medical personnel offer family practice medicine, surgery,
dental care or eye care in clinics or in the field depending on team member
expertise; non-medical participants needed to assist in processing patients or
work on clean water system construction/other projects with partner agency.
Trip Leaders: Dr. Jim Cato, Dr. Betsy Triggs and Rev. Keith Gunter

Jamaica February 2013
Dates: February 9-16
Cost: $1,800 (estimated); $800 deposit due September 1; requires Tetanus
vaccination.
Brief Details: Construction work and development of new church partner
relationship; dentists to see local patients.
Trip Leaders: Craig Buffkin & Nathan Brandon

Haiti February 2013
Dates: February 16-22 (Presidents’ Day weekend)
Cost: $1,300 (estimated); $800 deposit due October 1; requires Tetanus
vaccination. Other vaccinations recommended.
Brief Details: Medical personnel to offer pediatric or family practice
medicine, dental, or eye care in clinics; non-medical participants needed to
assist in processing patients or work on re-construction projects with partner
agencies affected by earthquake; expect rugged conditions.
Trip Leader: Mike Baron

Kenya & Rwanda July 2013
Dates: July 17-August 2
Cost: $5,000; $1,500 deposit due Dec 31; requires vaccinations.
Brief Details: Construction on churches in both countries as well as visits to
mission projects supported by FPC-Nashville; Kenyan safari included;
children must be age 12 to participate; limit of 14 FPC members; spaces
reserved when full deposit paid.
Trip Leader: Dr. Bob LaGrone & Sandra Randleman

Questions? Questions? Contact Patricia Heim in the Missions Office
(298-9593 or adultmissions@fpcnashville.org) if you are interested

in learning more or would like an application form for a mission trip.
Online registration for trips is available from the Activity Registration link

on the web (www.fpcnashville.org).

Scholarship Assistance is available to FPC members for all FPC-sponsored
trips by contacting Sandra (298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

Read about missions at FPC online — mission trips abroad, local mission
opportunities, stories, pictures and more.

Visit http://missions.fpcnashville.org.

A New Inquirers’
Class Begins

An Inquirers’ Class will be held for
persons interested in uniting with First
Presbyterian Church as members or who
wish to obtain more information about the
history and mission of First Presbyterian
Church and the Presbyterian
denomination. Persons considering
membership are encouraged to take the
Inquirers’ Class before joining First
Presbyterian Church.

The class will be held for five
consecutive Sundays on September 9, 16,
23 and 30 and October 7 during the
Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 A.M.) in
the Session Room (MW-203 on the
second floor of the MinistryWing).
Registration is not necessary; please feel
free to join us! For more information,
please call the church office at 383-1815 or
Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.

AARP Driver Safety
Education Course

First Friends’ ministry is offering the
eight-hour AARP Driver Education
Course, which may qualify you for an auto
insurance premium reduction or discount.
Gus Gustafson leads the course inVance
Hall onWednesday and Thursday,August
22 and 23, from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
The class is open to all age groups. Course
materials are $12 (AARP members) or $14
(non-members).Teachers/retired teachers are
being offered a special price of $5.An in-
house lunch of $7 is available by reservation
or you may bring your own lunch.

Popularly called the “defensive driving”
course, the class offers information on the
effects of aging on driving and how you
can adjust your driving accordingly. Gus
combines interesting video presentations
with his own life stories and dry wit to
make for an informational and entertaining
class.To register, please call the church
office, 383-1815, no later than Friday,
August 17.You will want to register early
as class size is limited to 25 persons.To
learn more, visit www.aarp.org.



Volunteer Now — Stop Hunger Now
Saturday, August 25
1:00 -3:00 P.M.
Hendersonville Public Library
Community Room
140 Saundersville Road

Help New Creation and First Presbyterian Churches as
we join forces to offer food to a hungry world.This is a fun
and family-friendly project where volunteers work in an
assembly line to pack high protein, vitamin-rich meals.
Together we’ll pack at least 10,000 of these meals to be
shipped internationally to mission partners focused on
hunger alleviation. Children of all ages will have something
to do and participants can stay for any or all of the packing
time allotted.

Set-up and event coordination volunteers are also needed
in addition to meal packaging volunteers so let us hear from
if you’d like to help in that way. Please prayerfully consider
how you can help support this important and exciting
project.

Register online at either the church’s mission or the
children’s ministry websites (www.fpcnashville.org). Contact
Patricia Heim if you have additional questions (298-9593
or pheim@fpcnashville.org).

Homeless Ministry Outreach
First Presbyterian Church provides

volunteers to serve lunch to Nashville’s
homeless in the downtown area on the
secondWednesday of each month at the
Downtown Presbyterian Church
(corner of 5th Avenue North and
Church Street) from 11:30
A.M.-1:15 P.M.Additional

volunteers are needed for August 8, September 12, October
10, November 14 and December 12. Parking is free at the
surface lot across from the church. If you wish to be a
standing volunteer or serve during one of the upcoming
months, please contact Patricia Heim in our Missions Office
(298-9593 or pheim@fpcnashville.org).

Women’s Fall Bible Study
The Thursday MorningWomen’s Bible Study will meet

from 7:00-7:45 A.M. on Thursdays, beginning September 13
in the Cheek House dining room, to study Paul’s letter to
the Galatians.All women are invited to attend this Bible
study led by Dr. Sandra Randleman. For more information,
please contact Sandra at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or
298-9502.

A Great Way to Help a
Hurting Friend! (or yourself)

Do you have a friend, neighbor,
coworker, or relative going through a
difficult time?

A Stephen Minister may be able to give
the support he or she needs. Stephen Ministers are members
of our church that are trained to provide listening care to
people who are hurting.

To learn more, call Sandra Randleman 298-9502.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another;
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

— John 13:34

FPC Weekend at NaCoMe — Building Bridges
In the comfortable and casual atmosphere of NaCoMe with over 644 acres of beautiful

forests and streams, campers can enjoy life at a slower pace while cooling off in the spring-fed
creek, hunting for gold and silver and tasting the famous homemade NaCoMe sweet rolls.This
wonderful weekend is full of relaxation, fellowship, serenity, fun, friends, family, worship,
memories, games, songs, Bible study, campfires, s’mores, streams, canoes, tradition, meditation,
events, naps, ping pong and good food — just to name a few. Building bridges, creating new
memories and forming new relationships are the highlights of the weekend that is being
facilitated by our own Mark DeVries.

The weekend kicks off on Friday,August 10 with on-site registration at 5:00 P.M. and will
conclude on Sunday,August 12 with lunch following the Sunday worship.We can’t wait to see
you there!

Listen to Sunday sermons online.
Log on the church website at

www.fpcnashville.org/worshipwithus.



Welcome to Catherine Foster,
FPC’s new Associate Pastor for
Young Adult Ministry

Having grown up in East Tennessee, Reverend Catherine
Foster has also lived in NewYork, Georgia and Texas. In
addition, she has lived in Europe
for two years, has traveled
abroad to 22 countries and is
proficient in Spanish and
Biblical Greek. Catherine Foster
graduated with a Masters in
Divinity from Columbia
Theological Seminary in 2010
and most recently comes from
First Presbyterian Church in
Dallas,Texas where she was the
Lilly Endowment Resident
Pastor. She sees her work with Charlotte’s and Atlanta’s
Latino populations and the publication of three editions of a
Christian education curriculum called “Beyond ¡Hola!:A
Christian Hospitality Project for the South’s Churches” as
one of her most joyful accomplishments.

Congregational ministry is Catherine’s vocation and her
delight. Specifically, she feels that God is calling her to the
pastoral ministry of worship, education, hospitality and
bridge-building among the church, young adults and our
broader community. Her life’s work is to equip and nurture
the church to love God and to love its neighbors both near
and far.

Jesus said,“The most important [commandment] is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’There is no
commandment greater than these.”— Mark 12: 29-31

Luncheon with Brice Rogers
OnWednesday,August 8 at 11:00 A.M., Presbyterian

Women’s Circle 3 will host a luncheon in Courtenay Hall
for Brice Rogers, his wife Sungmin Cho (a Presbyterian

from South Korea) and their
daughter Justine. Reservations
can be made with Ginny
Tindle by August 1.

Brice has been serving as a
missionary with The
Outreach Foundation in
Egypt. In January 2004, he
was appointed to serve with
the Synod of the Nile of the
Presbyterian Church in the

Evangelical Theological Seminary (ETSC) in Cairo. Now
Brice is moving into a pioneering position with the Ulya
Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egypt
through which he will nurture and support pastors and lay
leaders. He will also work to help the leadership of the
presbytery in envisioning new and cutting-edge ministries
of outreach to surrounding towns and villages in southern
Egypt. Please join us as we fellowship with Brice and
his family!

Congratulations
David B.Thomas Jr., received his Doctor of Medicine

degree on June 9, 2012 from St George’s University Medical
School.The graduation ceremony was held in Avery Fisher
Hall, Lincoln Center in NewYork City.

A former student at Brentwood High School and an
active member of the First PresbyterianYouth Group from
1994-2000, David earned his B.S. in Chemistry at Tennessee
Tech in 2007 and Masters of Public Health at St George’s
University in 2008. Proud parents are Janet and David B.
Thomas of First Presbyterian Church.

Thanks from New Church
Development and New Creation
Church!

The faithfulness
of the First
Presbyterian
Church of
Nashville is being
made known as
far away as Taipei
and as close as our
near neighbors in
Hendersonville.
Thanks so much
for the many who
came out to give
us a hand on July 3 at the Hendersonville Freedom Fest. It
was a great celebration for the community and a wonderful
way for us to serve families in the area.

We are becoming more visible, and with this, the love of
Christ is being made known. For us, it is indeed about
creating space for relationships to be nurtured and for the
vision God has for the Kingdom to be shared.The more we
are present and serve, the greater trust and opportunity we
have to share the love of Christ with others.The next
opportunity to serve is on August 11 as we offer a free
outdoor movie in the park.You and your family can sign up
to serve at www.newcreationhendersonville.org.



2012-2013 PW CIRCLE ENROLLMENT FORM

Name: Preferred Phone:

Address:

E-Mail:

Circle Preference:
� Tuesday Morning Mixed Ages � Tuesday Evening Mixed Ages
� Tuesday MorningYoungWomen � Wednesday EveningYoungWomen

Morning circles meet the secondTuesday of each month at 10:00 A.M. at church. Lunch is provided upon reservation
at 11:30 at the conclusion of each monthly circle. Evening circles begin at 5:30 P.M. with dinner upon reservation the
second week of the month (Tuesday orWednesday). Circle meetings will follow and conclude at 7:30 P.M.

To be added to a circle, please contact Kerry Price (kerrymprice@gmail.com or 491-1184) or Kathy Jones
(1gary.jones@comcast.net or 972-6555) with the above information.You may also drop this form in the collection
plate or at the church welcome desk. Requests to be with a friend will be honored.

Presbyterian Women Emphasis: 1. Bible Study 2. Service 3. Fellowship

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
And over all these virtues put on love which binds them all together in perfect unity.” Col 3:12-14 NIV

by Mary H. Earthman

Where Everybody Knows Your Name

Making your way in the world today
takes everything you’ve got.

Taking a break from all your worries,
sure would help a lot.

Wouldn’t you like to get away?

Sometimes you want to go
Where everybody knows your name,
and they’re always glad you came.
You wanna be where you can see,
our troubles are all the same
You wanna be where everybody knows
Your name.

You wanna go where people know,
people are all the same,
You wanna go where everybody knows
your name.

“Cheers” theme song, lyrics by Gary Portnoy
and Judy Hart Angelo

Just like the old “Cheers” show, PresbyterianWomen’s
Circles are a comfortable, warm, familiar place where I feel
nurtured. Luckily, unlike the “Cheers” show, we have
nametags!When we have such a large church membership
at FPC, it can be hard to feel at home among the masses.
This has been quite the opposite for me with Circles.There
we find a wonderful collection of women of different ages
and life experiences in which we’re all fed, both spiritually
and socially. It is wonderful to dig into the Bible with
various ages and learn from those younger and older than
me. Sometimes, Circle is the only time I get to visit with
some women, due to our different schedules or life stages.

I love that theWomen’s Circles are moving some of their
special events to the nighttime this coming year to involve
those that work.When my child was young, I attended a
night circle and loved the friendships that were built there.
(Plus, for those who had children, we made sure we stayed
long enough for the children to be in bed by the time we
got home!)

I hope (with the help of nametags) that I get to learn
some more names next year or get re-acquainted with
some old friends. Basically, we all have the same name —
Child of God. Hope to see you next year.We’ll always be
glad you came!



Summer Sunday School Gives Children Time to
Hear God’s Voice

This Summer the children in grades 1-6 have been learning about and
practicing different spiritual practices that are developmentally appropriate for
them. During the Sunday School hour, the children have Bible Study together
then have 30 minutes to choose a spiritual practice with which to work. Some of
the spiritual practices the children have used this summer are:

� Memorizing scripture
� Finger labyrinths
� Praying in color
(a form of intercessory prayer)

� Journaling
� Praying in different ways: walking
prayer, body prayers, etc.

� Meditation

Each child has found a spiritual practice that has been of interest to them, and several
times, the leaders have been asked when a particular spiritual practice will be used again
in class.While today’s fast-paced world of information and communication at our
fingertips is the world in which this generation of children live, all children have an
innate need to slow down and sense God.Taking time to be quiet and go slowly may be
new for the children, but it offers them an opportunity to “Be still and know that I am
God.”— Psalm 46:10
This format of our summer Sunday School for elementary children is a taste of what
awaits children during our new format ofWednesday nights.

Our next DivorceCare seminar and support
group begins onWednesday, September 19, at
6:00 P.M. inVance Hall and will be led by Dr.
Sandra Randleman. DivorceCare is a video
seminar series featuring some of the nation’s
foremost experts on divorce and recovery
topics. Seminar sessions include “Facing My
Anger,”“Facing My Loneliness,” “Depression,”
“New Relationships,”“Kidcare” and
“Forgiveness.” Childcare is provided with
reservation. Dinner is available in Courtenay
Hall at 5:15 P.M. with reservation ($6 for
adults; $3 for children, ages 3-12; and free for
children 2 and under, with a maximum family
charge of $20). Please call the church office
at 383-1815 to make reservations for childcare
or dinner. For information on DivorceCare,
contact Sandra Randleman at
srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 298-9502.

Did you notice?
You may not have noticed, but a few weeks ago, a major project

occurred in First Presbyterian Church’s own sanctuary. During the
week of July 8, on a very tight schedule, the floor in the chancel area
was completely sanded down, stained and re-finished. It was a
tremendous undertaking just to move the pews, but everything was
completed efficiently and in a timely manner, resulting in a beautiful
like-new floor.

Finger Labyrinths offer children the
opportunity to still their minds while their
fingers move through the soothing turns
of the labyrinth.

The Light of Christ provides a time of reflection
as children meditate on the morning’s scripture.
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Youth Happenings

Sunday School July 29 & August 5:
(Grades are Fall 2012 grades)

• 7th grade meets in room L-203.
• 8th grade meets in room L-204.
• 9th grade meets in room #102,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 10th grade meets in room #101,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 11th grade meets in room #100,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 12th grade meets in room #105,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.

Sunday Worship: 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
services in the sanctuary every Sunday
morning, and the 5:30 evening service in
the Enrichment Center. Families, please join
us at one of these worship services each
Sunday.

Nations Ministry & Lunch: Monday,
July 30, 9:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. Drop off and
pick up at theTyne House (LAST ONE).

the
5:3O

sunday evening worship at fpc
the enrichment center @ 5:3O p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
4815 Franklin Road
Nashville,Tennessee 37220
www.fpcnashville.org
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Morning Prayer & Breakfast: Tuesday,
July 31, 8:00-9:15 A.M., in theTyne House
(LAST ONE).

Young Life Capernaum: No longer
meeting.

Wednesday Night Explosion:
Wednesday,August 1, 6:30-8:00 P.M. in the
Tyne House (LAST ONE).

Summer weekday programming ends
after August 1.

Summer Trip Pictures: To see or upload
pictures from youth summer trips and other
events, check out our Shutterfly page:
firstpresbyterianyouth.shutterfly.com.

Youth Newsletter: If your family isn’t
receiving the monthlyYouth Newsletter in
your email, please let Katy Miller know
(kmiller@fpcnashville.org or 298-9570).


