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Martin Luther once observed that every Christian goes 
through three conversions in life---first, the heart, then, the head, 

and finally the purse. For God to be really first in the life 
of a Christian, all three are necessary.

“God loves a cheerful giver.” I have found among truly 
generous givers that there is no other kind! I wonder if the 

generosity creates joy or if joyful people are naturally generous.
Maybe both are somehow true. One thing is certain: There is deep

and abiding joy in generous living! I pray that we all 
discover the joy of generous living!

Todd Jones, Pastor



THE
MISSION
First Things First is the
endowment program of First
Presbyterian Church. Its 
purpose is to strengthen and
expand the ministries and 
programs of the church. It 
is an effective way for our 
members to express their
Christian faith and to witness
their love for Christ’s church
in an abiding way.

Making a Difference by Supporting 
First Things First
God has generously given us everything life has to offer; we choose to
give in response to his rich blessings. Giving to First Presbyterian
Church, in whatever form, is an act of faith whereby we put into action
our spiritual inclinations and demonstrate our spiritual values, both now
and to future generations. Giving puts into action our spiritual 
inclinations. Supporting the church’s endowment is a tangible affirmation

of faith in Jesus Christ; it
is a special opportunity
for us to express trust in
our Lord that he will use
our gifts---gifts that are
thoughtfully and 
faithfully given---to
expand his kingdom. First
Presbyterian Church is
blessed with a rich 
heritage of spiritual 
experiences and Christian
service to the community,
both local and worldwide. 
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“They voluntarily gave

according to their means, 

and even beyond their 

means, begging us 

earnestly for the 

privilege of sharing 

in this ministry 

to the saints --- 

not merely as we 

expected; 

they gave themselves 

first to the Lord

and, by the will of 

God, to us.”

2 Corinthians 8:3-5
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Income from First Things First
enables the church to creatively
take advantage of mission and
outreach opportunities as they
arise. We are also blessed to have
remarkable physical facilities that
enrich our worship experience.

The ongoing capital needs of our facilities can strain our annual budget and
thereby restrict our mission activities. Income from First Things First can

enable us to take care of our capital needs in a
planned and orderly way. In the end, accomplishing
our capital/building support goal helps us to 
accomplish our missions goal, because by endowing
the ongoing financial support needed to maintain
our facilities, we free up funding to expand God’s
kingdom through mission/outreach activities.

How you can 
support First Things First
There are several ways to support First Things First. Some members 
prefer to support our endowment from accumulated net worth. Others may
choose to support our endowment by making periodic contributions. Still
others may choose to include First Presbyterian Church in their estate
plans. Whichever means are utilized, supporting First Things First is a
wonderful opportunity to leave a lasting legacy, and at the same time
express our love for Christ’s church by making a self-evident statement
about the values that we treasure most.

Donors may designate their gift for a specific purpose by using either an
existing fund, or by establishing a new fund.* If a gift is undesignated, the
Session will determine where the opportunity is currently the greatest. 
Contributions may also be directed to several existing accounts that 
support designated areas of interest. These include:

• Capital/Building

• New Church 

Development 

• Pastoral Education

• Camperships/Recreation

• Mission/Benevolences

• Youth Activities

• Music

* For administrative 
reasons, in order to 
establish a new, named 
endowment account, a 
commitment of $50,000 
or more is required, but 
the commitment may be 
funded over an extended 
period of time.
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We are deeply grateful for the love given us by this congregation and for

the faithful witness of First Presbyterian Church to the love of God in

Christ. It is our joy to know that, through a bequest, a portion of the

material provisions entrusted to us in this life will be used in the future to

continue the high mission of the Church of Jesus Christ. “For we are His

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, for good works, which He prepared

beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) It is our 

privilege to participate in First Presbyterian Church’s Endowment Fund.
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The primary goals of FFiirrsstt  TThhiinnggss  FFiirrsstt
are to support the expansion of our 
mission/outreach activities, and our 

ongoing capital/building needs. 

Arch & Elizabeth  McNair



Planning Your Gift 
to First Presbyterian Church
While some of our members
will choose to support First
Things First with a gift or
pledge at the current time,
all members are encouraged
to participate by making a
planned, or deferred gift.
Planned giving is a 
meaningful way to support
the church’s long-term 
ministry, and it offers the
donor a wide range
of giving options
with differing tax
benefits. Gift 
structures may be
individually tailored
to express each
donor’s interests 
and tax strategy.

We love our church, as evidenced by our combined membership of one hundred and twenty years and have stayed with her

through the good times and the bad; it has been a good journey. We believe it was God’s will for us to have been part of the

creation, both through works and financial gifts, of the Capital/Building Fund and we have also established a remainder trust

with that fund as a beneficiary. In addition to the joy of giving, we have benefited tax-wise. We urge you to consider planned

giving to First Things First, either by way of a bequest, trust or life insurance. By giving an amount whose earnings would

equal your current pledge, you will then, truly have given “the gift that keeps on giving.”

Your gift will be managed with utmost care
An endowment is a unique and permanent gift. As such, it will be managed with
the utmost care. All gifts to First Things First are governed by special invest-
ment and spending policies, the purpose of which is to fully conform the gift’s
use to the intent of the donor.

First Things First is an exciting venture,
which is not just for our wealthy members,
but for all members of First Presbyterian
Church. The excitement comes from 
knowing and trusting that God multiplies
gifts faithfully given, regardless of amount.
Untold blessings to untold future 
generations.
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Joe  &  Ann Hutton
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Many Ways of Giving
Bequest - The most common endowment gift is the bequest, which is a gift 
conveyed through your will. It can take the form of cash, securities, real estate,
or other property. It may be for a specific dollar amount or may be for a 
percentage of your residuary estate. It may designate a specific purpose or can
be an unrestricted gift. Including the church in your will makes a strong 
statement to your heirs about the values you treasure most.

Life Insurance - There are many creative ways that life insurance can be used
to make a gift, all of which can provide tax deductions and may enable the
donor to make a much larger gift than might otherwise be possible. First
Presbyterian Church can purchase a policy on the life of the donor, or on the life
of the donor’s child or grandchild. The donor reimburses the church for the 
premiums with a tax-deductible pledge over a period of several years. The
donor may also amend an existing policy so that First Presbyterian Church is
named as the beneficiary.

Charitable Gift Annuity - With this option, the gift is invested and the donor
receives a guaranteed payment for life. The payment’s interest rate is based on
the donor’s age at the time of the gift, meaning that for older donors, their 
guaranteed payment may significantly exceed the payment that would result
from current market interest rates. 

Charitable Remainder Trust - This type of gift is invested and the donor
receives a return on the fair market value. There are two basic types of trusts,
both offering potential tax advantages. The Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust
offers the security of a fixed-income payment, while the Charitable Remainder
Unitrust offers the opportunity for income growth.

Charitable Lead Trust - This gift structure transfers assets to a trust that 
provides income to the church for a set period of years. At the end of that 
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another party designated by the donor.

Life Estate Contract - This is an agreement established by the donor
which deeds to the church ownership of the real estate, but reserves the
right of the donor to live on or use the property for life.

Real Estate - A gift of real estate is one
of the most convenient ways to make a
substantial gift to the church. The donor
may bypass taxable capital gains on the
appreciated value of the property, and can
receive an immediate tax deduction. A
residence can be given while the donor
retains lifetime occupancy.

Pledge - Pledges to First Things First
can be paid over a period of years. Your
gift can be tailored to suit both your 
current and future circumstances, 
meaning that you can fulfill your pledge
on a customized schedule.

As I approach retirement, Melba and I have thoughtfully spent

much time planning the transfer of our estate. Confident that

our family is taken care of, it is important to us that our

church, which has been so meaningful in our lives, will receive

back a portion of what it has provided for our family. All church members benefit from the legacy of 

faithfulness of past generations. The generosity of our generation will ensure that First Presbyterian will

always be there as a beacon of hope for the future.

As a church officer I have seen how our endowment can enhance our facilities and programs without 

taking away from the annual budget. Among other things, it can help maintain our buildings and grounds,

increase our missions program and expand our youth and music programs. We have already named the

church as a fifty percent beneficiary of an IRA and plan future charitable vehicles that will 

provide ongoing principal and income to First Things First. We hope you, too, will see the benefit of 

participating in First Things First, thereby helping to provide for the future of our beloved church.

Bill  &  MelbaBlevins



Because there are many
deferred-giving structures,
each with its own special
advantages, you are urged
to consult your attorney or
financial advisor before
finalizing your gift. Your
faithful desire to support the
church’s future, combined
with competent advice and
planning, can transform
your good intentions into a
reality.

Please prayerfully consider
your support of the future of
First Presbyterian Church
by putting first things first.
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Securities - Many donors may find that they can realize substantial tax 
advantages by making gifts of appreciated stock to First Presbyterian Church. 
In these cases, the tax liability on the appreciated value of the securities may be
avoided while the donor may receive a charitable deduction for the stock’s full
market value.

Tax Deferred Asset (Including IRA’s and 401(k) plans) - These assets are
often an ideal choice for a charitable bequest because of the possibility of 
avoiding substantial deferred income tax liability that would have been 
triggered in the year of the donor’s death.

Please Note: 

All gifts to First Presbyterian Church 

have tax consequences. We encourage

you to seek guidance from your financial

and/or legal advisors prior to making a

contribution to First Things First.


