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Advent is upon us, and it is
a time of year r ich with
opportunity for people of faith.
Let me offer you four activities,
or spiritual disciplines, that this
special season affords us.

Waiting. Perhaps next to
suffering, no single activity
teaches us more than waiting.
We learn things through the
act of waiting that come to us

in no other way.  Israel waited for a Messiah, or a Saviour,
knowing that they could not deliver or heal themselves.
“O, that you would tear open the heavens and come
down...” was the ancient prayer of Israel. We all feel a
certain connection to that prayer, as all of us are waiting
for something! Our lives are not all that we want them to
be, so we wait.  As we wait, we learn patience and grow in
humility. We also learn to have compassion upon others
who also wait.  “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
and in His word do I hope,” said the Psalmist. Waiting can
be holy, and the four weeks of Advent in which we light
the candles remind of all that God can do in our waiting.

Repenting. John the Baptist is a hugely important
figure in Advent. Luke can not tell the story of Jesus’ birth
without first telling the story of John’s. And John the
Baptist comes preaching repentance. It was an ancient
Hebrew word that meant to turn or to change.  In the
New Testament, it meant to be transformed. Advent can
be a time to change, to leave behind old ways, ways that
have kept us trapped in our own sins, and to walk in
newness of life. But repenting always requires an honest
reckoning with God and with ourselves. It requires of us a
painful honesty about who we are and who we are not
and then offers to us a new start or a fresh beginning.

Hoping. The reason we wait, and the reason we repent,

is because of the hope inherent in such actions. Advent is a
season of hoping, because God is always a God of hope.
Hope is woven into the entire Biblical story, from Genesis
to Revelation. And the source and symbol of that hope is
the birth of the Babe in Bethlehem, the one in whom
“the hopes and fears of all the years are met.” We hope
because “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” We hope because we
believe that Christmas celebrates the birth of God into the
world, Emmanuel, which means “God-with-us.” God
promises in the Incarnation to be always and forever with
us, and never, ever, ever to be God-apart-from-us. “If God
is for us, who can be against us?”  This is the Good News,
or the Gospel of Christmas, and in Advent, we remember
again that God is, above all, the One who gives us every
reason to hope. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.”

Rejoicing. Advent is finally a season that calls us to
rejoice in the Lord. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
“Gloria in excelsis Deo!” Even the angels sang on the
night of Jesus’ birth, and the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem, to see this thing that has
happened, that the Lord has made known to us.” Advent is
a season to celebrate, to sing “Gloria” and “O come let us
adore Him!”

In our waiting, and in our repenting, let us find hope.
And then let us rejoice in our hope. “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again, I will say Rejoice.” Let’s make this a season of
celebration and one that leads us to praise God. Nothing
could be better for our souls!

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family extends

prayers and sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Judy Thomas on the death of her grandson,
Wolfgang Maximilian Gander, who died on November 18.
Sympathy to David & Janet Thomas.

Cindy & Pat Finch on the death of Cindy’s mother,
Ruth Helen Christie Elkins, who died on November 21.
Sympathy to Luke & Jake Finch.

Catherine & Johnson Coley on the death of Catherine’s
father, Daniel Hightower, who died on November 23.
Sympathy to Daniel Hightower.

Robert & Alda Rae McAdams on the death of Robert’s
father, Robert E. McAdams, who died on November 24.
Sympathy to Ashley & Rob McAdams.

Susan & Tom Logan on the death of Susan’s mother,
Elizabeth Stevens, who died on November 25. Sympathy to
John Logan, Beth & Jason Todd and Logan Todd.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support of a
Stephen Minister, contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation of

First Presbyterian Church and God, the following
persons claimed God’s covenant promise throu  gh
the Sacrament of Baptism.

Mary & Hunter Oldacre presented their daughter,
Alice Ann Oldacre, for baptism on November 22. Assisting
Elder was Phil Martin.

Stephen & Sarah Ward presented their son,
Stephen Watkins Ward, III, for baptism on November 22.
Assisting Elder was Margo Eure.

CHRISTMAS EVE: DECEMBER 24, 2015

5:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary
Pre-service music starts at 4:40 P.M. Carols, scripture and

children’s choirs help us welcome the new baby Jesus
during this family Christmas service. Nursery care is

available for 3 years old and younger.

8:00 P.M. & 11:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary
Pre-service music starts at 7:40 P.M. and 10:40 P.M.

Dr. Todd Jones will deliver the Christmas Eve sermon
The Best Story We Have to Tell. Come early and enjoy

a musical treat. No nursery care provided.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 20, 2015

Sermon
“Mary’s Song

and Ours”

Scripture Readings
Malachi 5:2-5
Luke 1:39-55

Todd Jones
Pastor

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 13, 2015

Sermon
“When Bad News

is Good News”

Scripture Readings
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Luke 3:7-18

Todd Jones
Pastor

sunday evening worship at fpc
The Gathering Place @ 5:3O p.m.

Return Gifts for Children in Foster Care
by Sunday, December 13.

Questions? Contact Sue Fort White
(615-218-8977 or suefortwhite@ourkidscenter.com)



Connect the Dots…
Hospitality…Gratitude…Generosity…

For 30 years now, churches in Nashville have opened the doors of their congregations to welcome
complete strangers in need of a warm place to sleep and food to eat. The traditional gift to celebrate a
30th anniversary is a pearl. In Matthew 13:45-46, Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a pearl,

something very valuable and worthy to be sought after. These gifts from sea life lie within a rough shell that needs only to be
gently opened to see the beauty it holds. 

Anthony Herring was one such pearl who stayed with us during our very first week of this season’s Room In The Inn.
While the other men ate dinner, he composed a poem to thank God and FPC for giving so generously to perfect strangers.
Enjoy these heartfelt words from him below.

God, First Presbyterian picked us up and bedded us down.
We boarded a bus and rode clear across town.
They greeted us with open arms and also good cheer.
It was truly a good way to start off the year.
The dinner was delicious; I had to clean my plate.
If Jesus was here, he would want it this way.
Someday I’d like to return to this neck of the woods
Where God is always present and life sure is good.

God has offered you a pearl…come find it by serving with our winter shelter ministry
in the months ahead. Check out the list of servant opportunities on the bulletin board in
Courtenay Hall. Come see the pearls that God has created within our guests.

November 4, 2015
Anthony Herring

Room In The Inn

FPC Young Adults Reunion —
Honoring the High School
Graduating Classes of 2000-2011

Friday, November 20, fifty young adults and young
adult volunteers from years past and present met at The
Black Abbey Brewing Company for a night of
celebration and catching up. Mark DeVries offered a
toast to the “kids” who grew up at FPC, welcoming old
faces back to town and new faces to the FPC
community. We heard a number of comments along the
lines of, “Oh my gosh, I haven’t seen you in years,” and
had a blast watching folks reconnect. As new(er) staff at
First Pres, Josh (Outreach Director of Young Adult
Ministries) and I are grateful for a community that
values its young adults enough to let us experiment and
celebrate the FPC young adult community far and
wide. We have had a blast dreaming about the Young
Adult ministry at FPC and look forward to continuing
to discern what God is up to here in the years to
come. Thank you for the opportunity.

— Ashley Higgins
Director of Young Adult Ministries



A Christmas GPS:
Gospel Places Surveyed

What would the Christmas story be without the names
and the places? “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth.” “Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem.” “They brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.”

From November 29 through December 27, the Logos
Sunday School class will study the story of Jesus through
the lens of the places where he was born, grew up, and
began his ministry. There is much to learn from the history
and archaeology of the places. The Rev. Stuart Gordon,
using photos from his own trip to Israel, will lead this
short-term study of our Lord’s life and ministry.

The Logos class meets in Stanford Chapel from 10:00
to 10:40 A.M.

God in the Present Tense:
The Holy Spirit Now

January 10 on the church calendar is “Baptism of the
Lord.” It commemorates the occasion when the Holy Spirit
descended like a dove on Jesus, and a voice from heaven
declared, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well-
pleased.” February 14 is the first Sunday of Lent, when we
remember that after the baptism, the Holy Spirit drove Jesus
into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. May 15 marks
Pentecost Sunday, when the Spirit was poured out upon the
gathered disciples, sending them into the world as witnesses
to Jesus. In short, the approaching season is a journey into
the action of the Holy Spirit calling, equipping, and sending
his children into the world.

Beginning January 3, the Logos Sunday School class will
study the Holy Spirit, and you are invited. Our aim is not
simply to know the past, but to learn the signs of the
Spirit’s action, so that we can be awake to the Spirit’s
action now. The Logos Class meets in Stanford Chapel
each Sunday from 10:00 to 10:40 A.M., led by the Rev.
Stuart Gordon.

Praying the Psalms of Lament
as We Seek Healing

You are invited to participate in
a grief support group offered by
Dr. Sandra Randleman that
combines prayer with a study of
the psalms of lament. The group
will meet on Wednesday evenings
for four weeks beginning January

13, from 6:00-7:15 P.M., in the Memorial Library (Room
MW-224). If you have family members, friends or
neighbors who you think would benefit from this group,
please invite them to join us. Questions? Contact Sandra
(615-298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org.)

2016 Winter Inquirers’ Class
• Would you like to know about the Presbyterian faith?
• Would you like to know more about First Presbyterian

Church, Nashville?
• Are you considering church membership?
• Would you like to learn about how to become involved

in the life of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville?

An Inquirers’ Class will be held on January 10, 17, 24, 31
and February 7, during the Sunday School hour (9:45-
10:45 A.M.) in the Session Room (MW-203 on the 2nd
floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are interested in uniting
with First
Presbyterian
Church as
members or just
wish to learn
more about the
history and
mission of First
Presbyterian
Church and the Presbyterian Church, you are invited to
attend. Registration is not necessary. For more information,
please call the church office (615-383-1815) or Sandra
Randleman (615-298-9502).

Holiday Office Hours
December 24: Office closed at noon

December 25: Office closed
December 31: Office closed at noon

January 1: Office closed



Some Entertained Prayer Partners Unawares
High school senior Mary Britton Anderson had a prayer partner

watching over her for years but was unaware who this person was. Mary
Britton is a ballerina, and each year at Prayer Partner Breakfast time, she
is preparing to perform in The Nutcracker. She was never able to attend
the annual event and had never met her prayer partner, but they did
connect by email. Mary Britton had this one adult praying for her.

Two years ago, Mary Britton attended the youth mission trip in
Oklahoma and worked with an adult leader the kids affectionately
referred to as Mama B. “Our adult leader told us to call her Mama B,”
Mary Britton said. “It didn’t register to me that her name was Leslee.”
Leslee Bechtel — Mama B — pulled Mary Britton aside toward the end
of the mission trip and told her that she was her prayer partner. “She told
me how she has been praying for me over the years,” Mary Britton said.
“It blew my mind how God put this person who I thought was a
stranger into my life on that trip, and it ends up she had been praying for
me for years!”

Following the mission trip, the prayer partners formed a 10:24 Bible
study group and meet every week. “She is a constant in my life, and I am
so thankful for her.” While Mary Britton points out that the Prayer
Partner Program gives a youth an adult to connect with through prayer,
for her, she gained a mentor, role model, and friend through their faith.
“The program is a wonderful concept,” Leslee said. “Yet it can be a little
awkward when you are paired with someone that you don’t know, and
they don’t know you, at all. It definitely can take the adult, and the youth,
out of their comfort zone at the beginning. It did me.”

Leslee has found the challenge can be persuading your youth partner
that “you are not just a creepy adult, who wants to meet with them for
the first time at a breakfast with hundreds of other people, and to trust you with their prayer needs and requests when you are a
total stranger to them.” But, somehow, through the common denominators that they have in our Lord and in prayer, a spark of a
bond becomes possible for many of the partnerships. “I found that the act of praying for someone I didn’t know is easier than I
used to think,” Leslee said. “I only need to pray for them by name. Whether or not I know their specific prayer needs is really
not important, because God does!”

After praying for Mary Britton by name, spending a week serving together, and gathering weekly for Bible study, Mama B
said, “What a joy it is now, not to be that creepy adult that she does not know, but one that she hopefully trusts and can share
her needs and concerns with regularly.”

Are you on Twitter? If so, then follow
@fpcnashville!

twitter.com/FPCNashville

Are you interested in what’s
happening at FPC? Follow us on

Facebook to find out! 
To receive up-to-date information and current
happenings, subscribe to our Parish News on

our website at fpcnashville.org/home/
e-mail-subscribe.



Family Devotions:
Random Acts of Generosity and
A Bright Star in Bethlehem
To help focus and prepare for the birth
of Jesus, children and their families are
invited to share a daily devotion
together. Devotions were distributed to
families through the oldest child’s Sunday
School class (or Early Preschool class) on

November 15. Our
youngest children (3 and under) received Let
Heaven & Nature Sing. Families discover the
Christmas Tree points the way to our
heavenly Savior as they read these devotions
and add a symbolic ornament to the stand-
up tree every day. Our 4 year old – 6th grade

and Early Preschool families received Our Story, a collection
of stories and traditions shared from FPC families. As we
gather close to the manger, may the love of Christ fill our
hearts and spill out into the world through our actions.
Enjoy!

Advent Devotions:
Children’s Sunday School
During Sunday School, children
will use the traditional Advent
Wreath as the focus of their class
worship time. The candles on the
wreath representing Hope, Joy,
Love and Peace will help the children remember the people
of the Advent and Christmas story: Zechariah and Elizabeth,
Joseph, Mary, Jesus, the Shepherds and the Wise Men.
Handmade wooden characters of the nativity are used as a
visual to the narrative from Matthew and Luke.

The Way of the Child/Cherubs
During Advent, our 4- and 5-year-olds will travel through the
stories of the prophets, Mary and Joseph and the birth of Jesus
as they learn and enjoy the songs of the season and prepare
their musical piece for the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service.

The Way of the Child/Hosanna and Doxology  
Children in kindergarten through 6th grade gather for a
time of sharing, community, scripture, reflection stations and
music. During Advent, we wander together through the
Biblical narratives or ordinary people hearing the
extraordinary; God’s messages coming in the midst of daily
life; recognition of the divine presence and the offer of
praise; and the special words in our hearts and minds this
season. Children are preparing their musical pieces that they
will share: Doxology choir on December 13 and all choirs for
the 5:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Family Service on December 24.

College Sunday School Class
Sunday, December 27, January 3, 10 • 9:40-10:40 AM

Meets in the Prayer Chapel next to The Gathering Place with
Scott Hearon and Josh Rodriguez.

College Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 22 • 6:30-8:30 PM

The annual college Christmas party will be held at the
home of Beth, David, Anderson, Anna Kate and Grace
Rader (5070 Villa Crest Drive). For college students of all
ages. Questions? Contact Linda Morphis (615-478-5510 or
lmorphis@fpcnashville.org).

Wednesday Advent Breakfast
December 16 — Speaker: Bill Caruso
Join your church family from 7:00-7:45 AM in Courtenay
Hall for a full breakfast. Breakfast is $5. 

2015 Christmas Joy Offering
Sunday, December 20 • All Services
The Christmas Joy Offering helps provide financial
assistance to current and former church workers and their
families. It also enables deserving students to attend
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic colleges and schools. Coin
boxes for children will be distributed in Sunday School
classes. Envelopes are made available in the Sunday worship
bulletin. Offerings will be received at all services.



Worship Services
December 13 • Third Sunday of Advent
Services: 8:30 & 11:00 AM in Sanctuary
Sermon: When Bad News is Good News by Dr. Todd Jones
Scriptures: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Luke 3:7-18
Music: 11:00 Introit: Psalmody sings Come Thou Redeemer of the Earth by Richard
Shepard; 11:00 Sanctuary Choir: Lift Up Ye Heads from G.F. Handel’s Messiah
The Five Thirty: Not Your Average Christmas Pageant

December 13 • Share the Special Gift of Healing
Service: 12:00 PM in Stanford Chapel
The holiday season is often associated with joy. Yet each year some people approach
the holiday season with sadness, dealing with the loss of a person or a dream or
struggling with life’s challenges. The Stephen Ministers are offering a Service of Hope,
and you are encouraged to invite your friends, neighbors and families.

December 20 • Fourth Sunday of Advent
Services: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM in Sanctuary
Sermon: Mary’s Song and Ours by Dr. Todd Jones
Scriptures: Micah 5:2-5, Luke 1:39-55
There will be no Sunday School classes.
Music: 9:30 and 11:00 Sanctuary Choir: For Unto Us a Child Is Born from
G.F. Handel’s Messiah
The Five Thirty: Impatiently Waiting with Josh Rodriguez (Micah 5:2-5a)

December 24 • Christmas Eve Family Service
Service: 5:00 PM in the Sanctuary
Pre-service music starts at 4:40 PM. Carols, scripture and children’s choirs help us
welcome the new baby Jesus during this family Christmas service. Nursery care is
available for 3 years old and younger.

December 24 • Service of Lessons & Carols
Services: 8:00 PM and 11:00 PM in the Sanctuary
Pre-service music starts at 7:40 PM and 10:40 PM. Dr. Todd Jones will deliver the
Christmas Eve sermon The Best Story We Have to Tell. Come early and enjoy a
musical treat. No nursery care provided.

December 27 • First Sunday after Christmas Day
Services: 8:30 & 11:00 AM in Sanctuary
Sermon: Boyhood and Other Adventures by Dr. Todd Jones
Scriptures: I Samuel 2:18-26, Luke 2:41-52
Music: 11:00 Sanctuary Choir: Love Came Down at Christmas by John Rutter
The Five Thirty: Saying No with Anna Wheeler (Colossians 3:12-17)

Boy Scout Christmas Tree Sale
Boy Scout Troop 217 has been FPC’s troop since 1956. The tree lot is
located at the Tyne Boulevard parking lot area. This year the tree
varieties will be Fraser Firs, Scotch Pines and Blue Spruces. You will
also find Fraser wreaths with red bows, mailbox decorations, pine
roping/garland by the foot and fresh-cut local mistletoe. Discount
coupons worth $5 are available to FPC members and friends; they
may be found in church literature areas and at Oak Hill School (or
bring a bulletin after church or this article). Hours of operation are:

Weekdays: 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Saturdays: 8:00 AM to 9:00 PM

Sundays: Noon to 9:00 PM

Upcoming Musical
Events

Sunday, Dec. 13, 4:00 P.M.
Glory to God in the Highest

Christmas Concert 
First Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary Choir, Orchestra
and Psalmody Youth Choir

Sunday, Jan. 31, 4 P.M.
Nicholas Bergin, Organist
Music of Bach, Buxtehude,
Mendelssohn and Rogg

Friday, Feb. 5, 6:15 P.M.
Be Our Guest:

Broadway Dinner Show
First Presbyterian Church

Sanctuary Choir and Friends
(Ticketed Event)

Sunday, Feb. 28, 4:00 P.M.
Mozart Requiem

Nashville Symphony
Orchestra and First
Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary Choir

Raphael Bundage, Director

For more information, contact
Daphne Garey (615-298-9517
or dgarey@fpcnashville.org).
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Sunday School, November 13: Grades
7-12 will meet in The Gathering Place at 9:40
A.M. and then meet for Sunday School as grade
level groups. Eleventh graders and their parents
will meet in The Gathering Place, and Scott
Hearon and Ashley Higgins will direct you to
the SS rooms for the Passages Class.

No Sunday School, December 20:Three
morning worship services.

Sign up at youth.fpcnashville.org for:
• Senior Passion Trip in Atlanta, January 2-4.
• Junior High Ski Trip, January 29-31.
• Freshman Spelunking Trip, January 29-31.
• Junior Mountain Retreat, February 26-28.

Questions or changes to your contact information,
contact Ginger, Erika or Miller at 615-298-9570

or youth@fpcnashville.org.

Youth Happenings




