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As Christmas draws near,
we are about to be caught up
once again in the splendor and
magic of the season. Christmas
is not finally about nostalgia,
though much accompanies it,
nor it is about commercial
hype, though Lord knows, we
have plenty! At its heart,
Chr istmas is about human
hope, because Chr istmas is
based on the ageless, beautiful

account of how God came to dwell among us in a baby
born in the small town of Bethlehem. While Christmas
grows out of the richness of the Jewish story, it became
over time a story for all peoples of the earth, and for all
nations and races, all times and seasons. Christmas is a
story simple enough for children to learn and love, yet
profound enough for the most learned to ponder and
explore all their days. At the heart of Christian theology
is the doctrine of the Incarnation, the belief that the
eternal Word of God became flesh and dwelt among, “full
of grace and truth.” Poets, painters and the most gifted
musicians in the human family have sought to tell this
story through their own artistic mediums and, in doing
so, have bequeathed to the world great beauty that speaks
of the mystery and majesty of Christmas. 

Every year, we revisit this grandest and most beautiful
of all stories that the human family has to tell, and each
time we do, we are blessed again by the hope and power
that it imparts. One poet who loved this story was
Christina Rossetti, born in London in 1830 to the exiled
Italian painter, Gabriele Rossetti. Christina grew up as a
child of London, sur rounded by great ar tists and
intellectuals who frequented her childhood home. Her
father took sick and died, and their family struggled with
the threat of poverty. At 14, young Christina suffered
from a complete emotional breakdown and with her

mother found comfort and help in the Anglo-Catholic
movement within the Church of England. Over time,
Christina became one of the most celebrated poets of
England, and her work often spoke deeply of the
Christian faith that would undergird her life. No poem
she ever wrote would speak as powerfully of her faith as
her one that has been turned into the beloved Christmas
carol, In the Bleak Midwinter. 

In the bleak midwinter, Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, Long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, Nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away, When he comes to reign:
In the bleak midwinter, A stable place sufficed
The Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him, Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him, Give my heart.

In this Christmas, as we enter the darkest part of the
year, may the light of Christmas shine in every heart and
every home. May the sheer beauty of Christmas dawn
upon you and your loved ones, and may the light that
shines in the darkness, grant you the peace and joy of this
season. Let God’s gift of the Christ Child stretch your
heart, and give to the Babe in Bethlehem the gift that
echoes God’s grace and generosity!

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family extends

prayers and sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Robert & Alda Rae McAdams on the death of Robert’s
father, Robert McAdams, who died on November 24.
Sympathy to Ashley & Robert McAdams.

Brenda & Ron Nevin on the death of Brenda’s mother,
Louise Howell, who died on December 4. Sympathy to
Caroline, Andrew, Brant & Drew Nevin.

Kaylee & David Wilson, III, on the death of their son,
David K. Wilson, IV, who died on December 5. Sympathy to
Bill & Sissy Wilson, Bill, Edward & Blair Wilson and Paula
Wilson.

Keith & Anne Moore on the death of Keith’s mother,
Pauline Mayo Moore, who died on December 9.

Evelyn & Stephen Blackmon, Andrew & Marianne Byrd,
Barney & Elena Byrd, Mary & Dr. Benjamin Byrd, III, Donna &
Dr. J.W. Thomas Byrd and Damon & Susan Byrd on the death of
their mother, Allison C. Byrd, who died on December 7.
Sympathy to Allison & Scott Freeman, Andrew & AJ Byrd, Valere
& Ben Fulwider, Marianne & Christopher Sabis, Ainsley,
Madeleine & James Byrd, Benjamin Byrd, Ellen Byrd, Meredith
Byrd, Eloise & Thomas Freeman, Audrey & Will Fulwider and
Jack & Rob Sabis.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support of a
Stephen Minister, contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family

congratulates the following people during their
new birth. 

Kristin & Clayton Trammell welcome a son,
Connor Nathaniel Trammell, who was born on
October 26. Congratulations to grandparents, Chris
& Rip Trammell.

Allison & Marty Kaufman welcome a son,
Thomas Collier Kaufman, who was born on
November 28. 

Ann & Ben Thompson welcome a son,
Julian Fisher Thompson, who was born on December 1.
Congratulations to grandparents,  Sharon & Bill Schweinhart.

Kelly & Rick Kimsey welcome a son,
Lennon David Kimsey, who was born on December 4. 

Anna Margaret & Dillon Brackman welcome a daughter,
Margaret Lee Brackman, who was born on December 7.
Congratulations to grandparents Charlotte Ann & Joe
Michael Edwards.

Seth & Blewett McInteer welcome a daughter,
Adah Betty McInteer, who was born on December 14.

SUNDAY
JANUARY 3, 2016

Sermon
“In the Beginning”

Scripture Readings
John 1:(1-9) 10-18
Jeremiah 31:7-14

Todd Jones
Pastor

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 27, 2015

Sermon
“Give Me a Manger”

Scripture Readings
Luke 2:1-6

Colossians 3:12-17

Todd Jones
Pastor

sunday evening worship at fpc
The Gathering Place @ 5:3O p.m.

Holiday Office Hours
December 31: Office closed at noon

January 1: Office closed



#Life
Mark and Susan DeVries join forces
with Mark and Kate Schultz to lead
this nine-week experiment in
Christian community. FPC’s first
family of Youth Ministry and favorite
CCM family will combine story, song, and collaborative
conversation to consider with the group a wide variety of
topics: discernment, hope, marriage and grief as
springboards into an intentional experience of “life
together” in Christ.

What’s the Trinity About?
Rowan Williams says “The creed has to
do with making it harder to talk about
God.” Associate Pastor Stuart Gordon
leads this study about a fundamental
confession of the church catholic: God

is one and three, Father, Son and Spirit. If this is true, then
God is a mystery to us, and the creed prevents us from
watering God down into something or someone more
easily understood. This class will not be an attempt to solve
the puzzle of how three is equal to one. Instead, it will be a
practice of pondering the mystery and delighting in it,
viewing it from different angles and seeing why it matters
for how we live.

Yoga
Executive Pastor Sam Cooper, now fully certified,
renews this group, which is open to beginners.
Please contact Sam early so that he can adequately
plan (scooper@fpcnashville.org).

Grief Support
(January 13 – February 3)
Associate for Congregation Care Dr. Sandra
Randleman renews this helpful ministry

group. For everyone who has experienced any kind of loss
— of a job, a marriage or a loved one — Sandra offers wise
counsel and pastoral sensitivity in leadership of Christian
conversation.

Tips for Household and
Financial Management from
the Experts (February 17 – March 16)
Whether you’re just starting out, starting a
new relationship, or adjusting to the loss of a longtime
relationship, this class can help you with the blessed details
of finances and administration of your household. Dr.
Randleman and professionals in the church will help you
and answer your questions.

The winter term runs for five weeks, from January 13 through March 16, with a break on Ash Wednesday, February 10.
The dinner buffet opens at 5:00 and classes run from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M. Reservations are appreciated, but not required.

For more details or to register online, visit fpcnashville.org/congregation/wednesday-nights/. 

Wednesdays at First Presbyterian 
Winter Term Begins January 13



A Christmas GPS:
Gospel Places Surveyed

What would the Christmas story be without the names
and the places? “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth.” “Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem.” “They brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.”

From November 29 through December 27, the Logos
Sunday School class will study the story of Jesus through
the lens of the places where he was born, grew up, and
began his ministry. There is much to learn from the history
and archaeology of the places. The Rev. Stuart Gordon,
using photos from his own trip to Israel, will lead this
short-term study of our Lord’s life and ministry.

The Logos class meets in Stanford Chapel from 10:00
to 10:40 A.M.

God in the Present Tense:
The Holy Spirit Now

January 10 on the church calendar is “Baptism of the
Lord.” It commemorates the occasion when the Holy Spirit
descended like a dove on Jesus, and a voice from heaven
declared, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well-
pleased.” February 14 is the first Sunday of Lent, when we
remember that after the baptism, the Holy Spirit drove Jesus
into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. May 15 marks
Pentecost Sunday, when the Spirit was poured out upon the
gathered disciples, sending them into the world as witnesses
to Jesus. In short, the approaching season is a journey into
the action of the Holy Spirit calling, equipping, and sending
his children into the world.

Beginning January 3, the Logos Sunday School class will
study the Holy Spirit, and you are invited. Our aim is not
simply to know the past, but to learn the signs of the
Spirit’s action, so that we can be awake to the Spirit’s
action now. The Logos Class meets in Stanford Chapel
each Sunday from 10:00 to 10:40 A.M., led by the Rev.
Stuart Gordon.

Praying the Psalms of Lament
as We Seek Healing

You are invited to participate in
a grief support group offered by
Dr. Sandra Randleman that
combines prayer with a study of
the psalms of lament. The group
will meet on Wednesday evenings
for four weeks beginning January

13, from 6:00-7:15 P.M., in the Memorial Library (Room
MW-224). If you have family members, friends or
neighbors who you think would benefit from this group,
please invite them to join us. Questions? Contact Sandra
(615-298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org.)

2016 Winter Inquirers’ Class
• Would you like to know about the Presbyterian faith?
• Would you like to know more about First Presbyterian

Church, Nashville?
• Are you considering church membership?
• Would you like to learn about how to become involved

in the life of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville?

An Inquirers’ Class will be held on January 10, 17, 24, 31
and February 7, during the Sunday School hour (9:45-
10:45 A.M.) in the Session Room (MW-203 on the 2nd
floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are interested in uniting
with First
Presbyterian
Church as
members or just
wish to learn
more about the
history and
mission of First
Presbyterian
Church and the Presbyterian Church, you are invited to
attend. Registration is not necessary. For more information,
please call the church office (615-383-1815) or Sandra
Randleman (615-298-9502).

Calling all kids entering grades 4-6 next fall —
be sure you have Mission Camp 2016 (July 18-31)

on your calendar. We will be looking for you!



Damaged Kidneys Break Hearts, Seek Hope
I am wrapped in a comforter of blessings: faith, family, friends and generous gifts from the Lord, to name just a few. I am

also in a fight for my life along with tens of thousands of fathers and mothers, grandparents and children, strangers and
friends, across the country. The illness responsible has few symptoms in many cases and lurks beneath our appearance of robust
good health, waiting to take away our ability to live a normal life span. This silent killer is kidney disease. It often doesn’t
present itself until well advanced. Rather than try to practice medicine (you will not see an MD after my name), I would
encourage you to have annual physicals, especially if you have a history of high blood pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes,
weight issues. All of these conditions have the potential to trigger some form of kidney dysfunction. And sometimes, it is
simply an unlucky draw in the heredity lottery. 

I am in end-stage renal failure, and I need your help. Please check the organ donor box on your driver’s license to leave a
legacy of life to someone who prays desperately for that gift of more time with their loved ones. And if you are one of God’s
special angels here on earth and feel called to donate a kidney to the live donor list, please make that call to our nearest
transplant group today. Any testing and all surgery is 100% covered under Medicare. Live donors are very carefully screened
and must meet the highest health criteria before being considered. Insurance companies love safe bets like you! If you donate
a kidney and have a problem down the road, you go to the top of the transplant list. 

Most of all, pray and pass the word. We are counting on the grace of the Lord, the power of prayer, and you. 

God Bless,
Carolyn Naumann

CONTACT:
Vanderbilt University Medical Center Transplant Center: 615-936-0695
www.mc.vanderbilt.edu/webapps/donors/donorform.php?tkn=9a95dc

Vacation Bible School will be held
on June 20-23, 2016. This year we

will Catch the Wave of God’s
Amazing Love at the “Surf Shack!”

A delightful way to spend time with your child...
singing, chanting, moving, dancing, listening 

and playing simple instrutments.

January 25
Mondays
Newborns to 3 1/2 years
11:00-11:30 A.M.

January 13
Wednesdays
Newborns to 18 months
10:00-10:30 A.M.

January 13
Wednesdays
15 months to 3 1/2 years
11:00-11:30 A.M.

For more information or to register,
please visit fpcnashville.org or contact 

Susan Kirby (615-298-9540 or skirby@fpcnashville.org)



Thankful for their Bounty…30,000 Meals Packed in Two Hours
Three hundred members and friends of First Presbyterian Church gathered in the Enrichment Center on the Monday

prior to Thanksgiving to pack just over 30,000 dehydrated meals to be shipped to international ministries serving hungry
children in any one of 65 nations ranging from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. Scout and school groups provided much of the
needed labor with coaches, teachers, parents and grandparents joining in to create a wonderful, fun and blessed afternoon.
Make plans to join us next year as together we help provide nutritious meals and other life-saving aid to children and families
all over the world.

Prayer Partner Breakfast Was Fun for All!



Serving Options for FPC Members
Serve Lunch to Downtown Hungry Families
Second grade families are invited to be a part of the Loaves and Fishes ministry on Saturday, January
2, or Monday, January 18 (MLK Day). Participants serve as dining room hosts; hand out tickets to
125-250 lunch guests; set up drink stations; refill drinks; take the census as people arrive; fellowship
with guests and clean up afterwards. Sign up from the Children’s Ministry Serving Together webpage.

Assemble Food Packs for Hungry Children
FPC families assemble food packets on Thursday night, February 4 from
5:15-8:00 P.M. at the latest (may leave early if need be). These packets provide
nutritious and easy-to-prepare food for school children to take home in their
backpacks on weekends, holidays and school vacations. Sign up from the
Children’s Ministry Serving Together webpage.

Serve Lunch to Downtown Homeless
Join fellow FPC members on the second Wednesday of the month as we share in
a feeding ministry to the homeless over the lunch hour with Downtown
Presbyterian Church. Serving time is from 11:45 A.M.-1:00 P.M. Contact Patricia
(615-298-9593 or pheim@fpcnashville.org) to choose a 2016 date(s) to serve.

Provide and Serve Dinner to Families at Safe Haven Shelter
Looking for a volunteer opportunity to share with your
family, a group of families or a group of friends as you plan
ahead for 2016? Contact Mary Earthman (mearthman@
bellsouth.net or 615-665-8845) to sign up to provide
dinner for 25-30 adults and children at Safe Haven Family
Shelter, the only shelter serving homeless families in
Nashville. Monday serving dates include February 1,

April 4, June 6, August 1, October 3 and December 6. The shelter is located at
1234 3rd Avenue South.

Souper Bowl of Caring Food Collection
Bring a bag of food to the church each week that includes some of the items most needed by Second Harvest
Food Bank: peanut butter, canned tuna or chicken, soup, stews, canned vegetables, canned fruit, cereal or pasta.
Collection boxes available around the church campus from January 10-February 7. Buy items on sale to make
the biggest impact.

Souper Bowl of Caring Monetary Collection
Look for our youth on Sunday, February 7, near the exits after all services and help fill their soup pots to
the brim with monetary donations that will be used by our feeding ministry partners here in Nashville. 

1 in 6 Tennesseans is at risk of hunger
1 in 4 children in Tennessee

does not know from where his/her
next meal will come

2,015 Children per week who
received free meals and snacks
through the Kids Café Program

5,378 Hungry children who received
a bag of easy-to-prepare food

through Second Harvest BackPack
Program to take home each weekend

and during holidays
16 Emergency Food Box sites
throughout Davidson County

51,929 Emergency Food Boxes provided
throughout Middle Tennessee

124,951 Individuals who received
assistance through Emergency

Food Box program

May the Odds Be
Ever in Your Favor
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Sunday School, December 27 & January 3:
Grades 7-12 will meet in The Gathering Place at
9:40 A.M. and then meet for Sunday School as
grade level groups.

Sign up at youth.fpcnashville.org for:
• Junior High Ski Trip, January 29-31.
• Freshman Spelunking Trip, January 29-31.
• Junior Mountain Retreat, February 26-28.
• Spring Break Mission Trip, March 19-25.

Youth Happenings

Questions or changes to your contact information,
contact Ginger, Erika or Miller at 615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.


