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As we commence another
year, it always provides a time
both to look back and then to
look ahead to the future.
Looking back is always a wise
thing for human beings to do,
as it affords you another
chance to give thanks for all
the blessings of life and to
consider what you might learn
and how you might reform

your own life. People who lack the capacity for self-
assessment are soon people in trouble. At the same time,
looking back is both art and science. A friend of mine has
said that just as we choose what pictures we hang upon
our walls or place upon our desks and tables, so we also
do the same thing with our memories. We can either
cling to and call back to mind all the grim or grievous
things that have happened to us, which is to bathe in
victimhood, or we can choose to remember the things
that make us smile, things that bring joy and gratitude to
our lives. There have been nights when I have laid in bed
awake and literally struggled over which way my
memory would carry me! I suspect many have found
themselves in the same place. Jesus said, “Do this in
remembrance of me.” It is the most life-giving advice we
can heed. Jesus was offering us a way to live. How we
employ our memories can bless us, but memory can also
surely burden us. Too many folks hang onto resentments
and hurts, reliving them endlessly, feeling deeply that life
has wronged them. I suspect Paul knew of this tendency,
maybe even struggled with it himself, which is why he
counseled the Philippians, “Finally, beloved, whatever is
true, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
on these things.” Paul is telling us not to hang up ugly or
angry art and not to line the walls of our minds with
bitter resentments!

As you look back and then look forward, “Rejoice in
the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice.” There is a
world of wisdom to be found in filling your mind with

things that make you glad and that fill you with gratitude.
It is always a good time to count your blessings, and to
give thanks for them. As Forrest Church, a New York
City pastor, was dying of cancer, he pondered long on the
meaning of his own life, especially as he neared death.
Rather than succumbing to his disease, he decided to
respond to it in a redemptive way. He wrote a book he
entitled Love and Death. It is one of the wisest, most
useful books I have ever read. He realized something that
turned out to be freeing for him. “All of our lives end in
the middle of the story. There is ongoing business that is
left unfinished. We leave the stage before discovering how
the story will turn out. In the meantime, however, to help
ensure a good exit, one thing is fully within our power.
We can take care of unfinished business. We can make
peace with ourselves, reconcile, where possible, with our
loved ones, and free ourselves to say yes to the cosmos, to
embrace our lives and deaths, to make peace with God.”

He ends by offering us his mantra, words I have
offered to you before in worship. It is three simple, yet
profound bits of wisdom. “First, want what you have.”
There is a world of wisdom and peace found in being
content, even grateful, with what God has already
granted you. Live your own life and be satisfied that this
is the one God has given to you. “Second, do what you
can.” You can’t do everything, but there are surely things
we all have within our reach to accomplish. Work on the
things where you can make headway, where you actually
do have some measure of influence or power. “Third, be
who you are.” Don’t try to be anyone else, or anything
less, than who God has created and called you to be. Fred
Buechner says that “Shalom,” that Hebrew word for
peace, “means having everything you need to be happily
and wholly yourself.” It is my deepest wish for you
in 2016!

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family extends

prayers and sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Sam Marsh on the death of his mother, Alta Marsh, who
died on December 11. Sympathy to Sam Marsh.

Bob Walker on the death of his brother, James Walker, Jr.
who died on December 23. Sympathy to Andrew & Hudson
Walker and Jenny Lenderman.

Laura Hollins & Karen Grove on the death of their father,
Ray Satterfield, who died on December 24. Sympathy to
Meredith & Emily Hollins and Anna Glenn & Sam Grove.

Bruce & Amy Ramsden on the death of their son,
Tate N. Ramsden, who died on December 26. Sympathy to
Tyler & Ashley Ramsden.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support of a
Stephen Minister, contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family

congratulates the following people during their
new birth. 

Matt & Alex Guisinger welcome a son,
James Matthew Guisinger, Jr., who was born on
November 4. Congratulations to grandparents
Doug & Rhonda Brandon.

Jim & Katie Armstrong welcome a son,
Keith Andrew Armstrong, who was born on December
25. Congratulations to grandparents Pam & Allen Kennedy.

Ashley & Jake Higgins welcome a daughter,
Mia Suzanne Higgins, who was born on January 4.

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation of First

Presbyterian Church and God, the following persons claimed
God’s covenant promise throu  gh the Sacrament of Baptism.

Elizabeth & Charles Barrett presented their daughter,
Sara Collins Barrett, for baptism on January 3. Assisting
Elder was Malcolm Liles.

Monica & Robert Brewer presented their daughter,
Madeline Lila Locke Brewer, for baptism on January 3.
Assisting Elder was Asher Maxwell.

SUNDAY
JANUARY 24, 2016

Sermon
“Words Spoken and

Unspoken”

Scripture Readings
Nehemiah 8:1-10

Luke 4:14-21

Todd Jones
Pastor

SUNDAY
JANUARY 17, 2016

Sermon
“The Life of the Party”

Scripture Readings
Isaiah 62:1-5
John 2:1-11

Todd Jones
Pastor

Room In The Inn
January 27
Volunteer Needs                   
n Two overnight hosts: 6:00 P.M.-6:30 A.M.
n Laundry volunteer(s): Pick-up Thursday morning

and return following Sunday/Monday

Signup on the bulletin board in Courtenay Hall. Questions?
Contact Patricia Heim (615-298-9593 or
pheim@fpcnashville.org).

No More Hunger Games!
• Bring peanut butter, canned tuna or chicken, soup, stews,
canned vegetables, canned fruit, cereal or pasta.
• Collection boxes available around the church campus from
January 10-February 7.
• All items donated to Second Harvest Food Bank.

May the Odds Be Ever in THEIR Favor

sunday evening worship at fpc
The Gathering Place @ 5:3O p.m.



We’d like to introduce Jerry Monds!
Jerry is our new Coordinator of Children’s Choirs. He will

conduct the Doxology children’s choir and work closely with
Kelly Posey and Lara Woodward, Cherub and Hosanna
directors, respectively. In addition to his work with the Choirs,
Jerry will work closely with our Children’s Ministry. He and
Lara will lead music and singing during the Sunday School
hour with our 2 year olds through Confirmation Class.

Jerry and his wife, Becky (Callaway), are active participants
at First
Presbyterian
Church. When
not singing,
Jerry enjoys
spending time
with Becky
and their 2-
year-old twins,
Bailey and
Spencer. He
is an avid

football fan and enjoys playing golf and water skiing. Jerry
also sings with the Sanctuary Choir, and the twins enjoy the
church Nursery each Sunday.

Performing music has led Jerry all over the United States,
as well as Canada, Australia and England. Being part of the
Chattanooga Boys Choir led to his passion in music at an
early age. “My favorite subject from Kindergarten through
college was music,” says Jerry. “I enjoyed singing and
participating in my music classes, and those teachers are the
ones I remember the most.” The Chattanooga, Tennessee,
native now loves sharing that passion with children.

Jerry currently is the Music and Choir Teacher at Oak
Hill School. He holds a B.A. from The University of the
South and an M.A. from Middle Tennessee State University.
We invite your family to join us on Wednesday evenings.

Celebrate Our Own Bill Caruso,
Master of All Trades

Bill served as Director of Adult Education at First
Presbyterian Church of Nashville for 22 years, from 1989-
2011. As well, he coordinated the Older Adult Ministry for a
number of years following the retirement of Ellie Pelaez
from that position, having informally assisted Ellie for years
before that. Many young people remember Bill as the man
on the microphone at each Wednesday night’s School of
Christian Living. 

Bill has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Emory
University in Atlanta and Master’s degrees from the Andrew

Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University in
Atlanta, and the Presbyterian School of Christian Education
in Richmond, Virginia, now a part of Union Presbyterian
Seminary. He is originally from Moss Point, Mississippi,
which is also the home of FPC members David Wood and
Jim Hannaford. 

Prior to coming to FPC Nashville, Bill was Director of
Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota,
Florida, and Youth Director, Adult Choir Director and
Assistant to the Minister at St. Paul Presbyterian Church,
Greensboro, North Carolina.  He has filled many positions in
presbyteries, synods and the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). He was the first Church
Educator to be elected Moderator of Middle Tennessee
Presbytery and was a Commissioner to the 1998 General
Assembly. He has been President of the Mid-South Region
of the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators
(APCE). In 2012, Bill was awarded the Life Achievement
Award from APCE. 

Bill and Bekah met at the Christian Education school in
Richmond, where they were regular dance partners at a large
international folk dance club, which met on that campus.
They married in 1979, shortly after Bill’s PSCE graduation,
and have worked together in all their churches ever since. In
their Greensboro church, Bill’s job included being Adult
Choir Director, and Bekah was the Organist — she was an
organ major in college! In Sarasota, they shared Christian
Education duties and started a youth choir. Bekah has been a
liturgical dance leader in several churches. Their son Paul was
born during Sarasota days and was three when the Carusos
came to Nashville. Paul went to Hume-Fogg Academic
Magnet High School and the U.S. Air Force Academy. He is
married to Meaghan. After 7 years of active Air Force duty,
and attaining the rank of Captain, Paul, whose specialty is
Space Operations and Intelligence, assumed a position with a
civilian space company that contracts with the National
Reconnaissance Office in Chantilly, Virginia. Meaghan
teaches at The Potomac School in McLean, Virginia. 

Bill has been a long-
time volunteer with
FPC’s Boy Scout Troop
217, which he still does.
He is found singing in
the choir at 8:30 and
11:00 A.M. each Sunday
and enjoys volunteering
in the FPC History/
Archives room. He
is a regular hymn leader
and scripture reader at
the 5:00 P.M. Christmas
Eve service.  



Nancy, Anthony & Abigail Sparrow
joined First Presbyterian Church.
Nancy by profession of faith; Anthony
by transfer from Davidson United
Methodist Church in Davidson, NC;
Abigail by reaffirmation of faith. They
also have a son, Barclay.

Suze Ward joined First Presbyterian
Church by reaffirmation of faith.

Matthew
Yabroudy joined
First Presbyterian
Church by
reaffirmation of
faith. He is married
to Kathleen.

Wesley & Lamar Stanley joined
First Presbyterian Church by

transfer from Fourth Presbyterian
Church in Chicago, IL. They have

two children, Attie & Lamar.

Welcome, New Members, to First Presbyterian Church!



Registration Form for FPC Broadway Dinner Show
Name: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: Email Address: 

Number of Tickets ($35.00 each): Total Amount Included: 

February 5, 2016 n 6:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church  n Courtenay Hall

Raphael Bundage, Director
Amy Tate Williams, Piano
FPC Sanctuary Choir

“Be Our Guest ”

FPC SANCTUARY CHOIR PRESENTS ANNUAL BROADWAY DINNER SHOW 

TICKETS ARE $35 AND CAN BE PURCHASED BY VISITING
MUSIC.FPCNASHVILLE.ORG OR BY CALLING 615-298-9517



Welcome, New Members, to First Presbyterian Church!

Will Andrews joined First
Presbyterian Church by
profession of faith. 

Sara DeVries joined
First Presbyterian Church by

transfer from St. David’s Episcopal
Church in Nashville. She is

married to Adam DeVries and has
two children, Parish & Nealy.

David Garvey joined First Presbyterian
Church by transfer from Zionsville

Presbyterian Church in Zionsville, IN.
He is married to Christian Garvey.

Amy & Dr. Samuel Crosby, Jr.
joined First Presbyterian Church 
by reaffirmation of faith. They
have two children, Yates and CeCe.

Euline Hudspeth Behm
joined First Presbyterian Church
by transfer from First Baptist
Church in Smithville, TN.

Itice Goldthorpe joined
First Presbyterian Church by

reaffirmation of faith.



Inquirers’ Class

Susan & William Henry
joined First Presbyterian
Church by reaffirmation
of faith.

Wes & Jane Jackson joined First
Presbyterian Church by transfer from
Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Nashville.

Heather & Tom Smith joined First
Presbyterian Church by transfer from Spring
Hill Presbyterian Church in Mobile, AL.

Bobo Mutombo Massela
joined First Presbyterian Church

by reaffirmation of faith. 

Phillip Krueger
joined First

Presbyterian
Church by

profession of faith.

Leslie & Doug Sellers, Sr., joined First
Presbyterian Church by transfer from

First Baptist Church in Montgomery, AL.
They have two sons, Douglas, Jr.

and William.
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Pastors
Todd Jones
Pastor

Sam Cooper
Executive Pastor 

Adam DeVries
Associate Pastor to Youth
& Their Families

Mark DeVries
Associate Pastor for
New Ministries

Stuart Gordon
Associate Pastor for Discipleship

Keith Gunter
Associate Pastor for New
Church Development

Sandra Randleman
Associate Pastor for
Congregational Care & Missions

Program Staff
Raphael Bundage
Director of Music

Brenda Geise
Older Adult Ministry
Coordinator

Letitia Green
Director of Recreation

Patricia Heim
Missions Coordinator

Ashley Higgins
Director of Young Adult &
High School Ministries

Susan Kirby
Worship Coordinator

Deb O’Brien
Director of Children’s Ministry

Joshua Rodriguez
Outreach Director of Young Adult
& Youth Ministries

Administration
Ginny Barber
Administrative Assistant

Cindy Bozman
Finance Manager

Greg Diroff
Facility Manager, FPC & OHS

Lynn Elliott
Executive Assistant

Karen Fitts
Nursery Coordinator

Kim Rogers
Food Service

Schools
Jennifer Hinote
Head of School, Oak Hill School

Brenda Lutz
Director, FPC Early Preschool 

Sunday School, January 17 & 24:
Grades 7-12 will meet in The Gathering

Place at 9:40 A.M. and then meet for Sunday
School as grade level groups.

Sign up at youth.fpcnashville.org for:
• Junior High Ski Trip (Perfect North)
January 29-31.

• Freshman Spelunking Trip (Montreat, NC)
January 29-31.

• Junior Mountain Retreat (North GA Mtns.)
February 26-28.

• Spring Break Mission Trip (Dallas, TX)
March 19-25.

The youth staff would also like to support and
encourage your youth in their activities and
interests. Please let us know about upcoming
games, performances, recitals, shows, or other
arenas where we can be cheering on your youth!

Questions or changes to your contact information,
contact Ginger, Erika or Miller at 615-298-9570 or
youth@fpcnashville.org.

Youth Happenings




