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I have mentioned in these
pages before the pithy little
book on life written by Billy
Graham, entitled Nearing
Home. In it he tells of a lovely
moment shared with his
beloved wife, Ruth, long
before she would face her own
death. One day she returned
from a trip that took her along
a highway that was undergoing

major renovation and improvement. Carefully following
detours and mile-by-mile cautionary signs, she came at last
to the end of all the construction, with the road ahead of
her finally clear. She then encountered a final sign, that
read, “End of Construction.  Thank you for your
Patience.” She arrived home chuckling over that last sign,
and with a smile, she told Billy, “When I die, I want that
engraved on my tombstone.” She was lighthearted in that
moment, but she was also serious. Billy remembered
Ruth’s words when she died in 2007, for Ruth had
included them in her final instructions. When Ruth Bell
Graham was buried at the Billy Graham Library in
Charlotte, her rough-hewn stone marker had at the top a
Chinese character, the same character that adorns the
grave marker of her Presbyterian missionary-physician to
China, Nelson Bell. It is a character that means
“righteousness” and is a reminder of her birth in China in
1920, as well as the Beatitude of Jesus, “Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.” Then underneath the Chinese character are these
two phrases, “End of Construction,” and “Thank you for
your Patience.”

What a fitting and gracious way to summarize a life!
Ruth Bell Graham understood that we are all works in
progress as we live this life. We are all “under
construction,” as God the Holy Spirit seeks all of our lives
to shape us, to mold us, to refine and to lead us into being
the people we are meant to be. This construction project is
never neat or easy, without ser ious interruptions,
challenges and detours along the way.  Everyone grows

older, but maturity is optional! God is at work in us all to
build us into the kind of people we were created and
called to become. Ruth understood this about herself, and
looking back over her life, she chose to be remembered as
one who spent her whole life “under construction.” But
Ruth Graham also believed that with her death would
come an end to God’s construction project that was her
life. The Apostle Paul believed this as well. He wrote to the
Philippians, “And I am sure that the one who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ.” God promises to finish what God alone has
started in giving us the gift of life. Christians speak of this
process as sanctification. It is the work of God, the Holy
Spirit, in our lives to make us all we have it in us to be.

Ruth Graham also understood that while we are
getting to where we one day will be, the patience and
kindness of others is a gift we all need. I dearly love this
recognition in Ruth that even the best of us stand in need
of the patience of others! Ruth gave thanks for that gift in
having her final message to family and friends be one that
was marked by a profound humility. “Thank you for your
Patience.” No husband or wife, no parent or child can
make it without the grace and patience of one’s family. No
friend can stay in a long-term, close friendship without
the patience of those who truly come to know you. And
no pastor can serve for long without the patience and love
of the congregation. To let your last word be one of thanks
makes the whole journey more a matter of grace than any
accomplishments of which we might be proud. When
Tom Gillespie, the President of Princeton Seminary for
twenty one years, was alive, he used to say of his own
funeral service, “God doesn’t need to see my trophies!” He
was reckoning with his own humanity in saying this, as
was Ruth Graham in saying thank you to her loved ones
for their patience.

We are all “under construction,” and one day the sign
will read “End of Construction.” Until that day, “Thank
you for your Patience.”

With Love and Prayers,

My Dear Friends,

Todd Jones
Pastor



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family extends

prayers and sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Larry Rubin on the death of his wife, Virginia Warr Rubin,
who died on February 26. 

Sympathy to the friends & family of Barbara Louise Smith
Knowles, who died on February 27.

Don & Leigh Barnes and Linda & Rock Morphis on the
death of Don & Linda’s father, Raymond Don Barnes, who
died on March 2. Sympathy to Kathleen & Matt Yabroudy,
Ellen & John Morphis and Kate & Emily Barnes.

Mary & Alex Wade on the death of Mary’s mother,
Lucile Nelson, who died on March 2. Sympathy to DeeDee
& Mary Fall Wade.

Sympathy to the friends & family of Dorothy Dean Lau,
who died on March 8.

Mary Ellen Clinton on the death of her husband,
William James Wade, Jr., who died on March 9. Sympathy to
William Wade, III.

Patti Bryan & Charlie Bryan, Sr. on the death of their mother,
Berry Bryan McNair, who died on March 16. Sympathy to
Karen & Charlie Bryan, Jr. and Allen & Frances Bryan.

PCEA minister Stu Ross on the death of his wife,
Linda Ross, who died on March 17. Stu and Linda work for
Outreach Foundation’s East Africa mission staff, based in
Kikuyu, Kenya.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support of a
Stephen Minister, contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation of

First Presbyterian Church and God, the following
person claimed God’s covenant promise throu  gh
the Sacrament of Baptism.

Anne & Ben Thompson presented their son,
Julian Fisher Thompson, for baptism on March 6.
Assisting Elder was Sam Cook.

Caroline & Robert West presented their son,
Benjamin LaFollette West, for baptism on March 6.
Assisting Elder was Nancy Roche.

Kelly & Rick Kimsey presented their son,
Lennon David Kimsey, for baptism on March 13. Assisting
Elder was Tom Stumb.

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family

congratulates the following people during
their new birth. 

Teddy & Caroline Hillard welcome a son,
Edward Dowling Hillard, III, who was born on
February 17. Congratulations to grandparents,
Dr. & Mrs. Walter L. Choate.

SUNDAY
APRIL 3, 2016

Sermon
“If this is God”

Scripture Readings
Acts 5:17-42

Psalm 118:1-5, 19-25

Stuart Gordon
Associate Pastor

EASTER SUNDAY
MARCH 27, 2016

Sermon
“No Idle Tale”

Scripture Readings
Isaiah 65:17-25
Luke 24:1-12

Todd Jones
Pastor

sunday evening worship at fpc
The Gathering Place @ 5:3O p.m.



Manna Freezer Can Help Out
During “Crunch” Times
Specific Items that are Needed Right Now:
Cookies & Meat Casseroles
• Pack six cookies in a plastic freezer bag.
• Mark each bag with the kind of cookie and date baked.
• List the cookies on the chart on the freezer door.

Giving Food Items
Do you know someone who could use a pick-me-up?

Someone dealing with illness or a death in the family?
Someone going through financial difficulties? Someone
who no longer cooks for herself but dearly loves homemade
cookies? Someone who needs to know that you care?

If so, stop by the Manna Freezer in the back stairwell
near the kitchen, off Courtenay Hall, to pick up a package
or two of the frozen foods that are available for the taking
and giving. Bags for carrying and printed notes to include
with the food are kept in the cabinet to the left of the
freezer. There’s also a box of colorful cards made by our
elementary children for recipients.

Preparing Food Items
The freezer is stocked with meats, meat casseroles,

soups/chilis, vegetables, breads and desserts/cookies. Some
foods are packaged up by volunteers after Wednesday night
dinners. Others are cooked by individuals or small groups in
the congregation. Plan to package food items in portions for
two, mark each with a description of the item and the date
prepared, and record the item(s) on the chart on the
freezer door.

Be alert to those around us who could benefit from the
gift of food from the Manna Freezer. Deliver something to
brighten someone’s day. Make something to add to the
freezer. Questions? Contact Bekah Caruso
(bcaruso@bellsouth.net or 615-832-6406).

Understanding Islam:
A Special Event in April

During the month of April,
First Presbyterian will host a
special Sunday School event:
Understanding Islam. We will be
led by a member of our
congregation, Dr. Nahed
Artoul Zehr.

Nahed and her husband Joel
are members of the First
Families Sunday School class.
She was born to Christian

parents in Israel. They immigrated to the U.S. when she was
six and made their home in Iowa. She is Assistant Professor of
Islam and Religious Studies at Western Kentucky University.

Nahed is distinctly qualified to lead us in an overview of
the Quran and basic Islamic beliefs, as well as current
Islamic movements in the world, which she will do on April
3 and 10. On April 24, she will moderate a panel discussion
with guests from the Islamic community in Nashville. On
April 17, she and Associate Pastor Stuart Gordon will lead a
discussion in preparation for that panel.

You are warmly invited to this great opportunity, which
will be held in Courtenay Hall from 9:45 to 10:40 each
Sunday in April.

Spring Bible Studies at Lunchtime
Is it really “the strangest book in the Bible?” Ecclesiastes

ponders frailty and death, friendship and heroism, joy and
the hiddenness of God. Does it really mean it when it says,
“All is vanity”?

For eight weeks in April and May, Stuart Gordon will
lead lunchtime studies of Ecclesiastes. You’re invited to take
part, either on Wednesdays at the Freeman-Webb Building
in Green Hills or Fridays at the Fifth/Third Building,
22nd floor. 

To be included in the email list to receive reminders,
contact gbarber@fpcnashville.org. The study begins the
week of April 3. 

The Next Chapter of Sunday School at FPC
Is Sunday School important to you? Do you wish it were?

In The Chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis demonstrated the power
of a story to persuade us that the kingdom of God is real, that
God is at work in our midst, if we have the faith to see.

The Adult Education Committee wants to listen to
members’ experiences of Sunday School, trusting that God is
writing us into his story, week by week. 

What are the challenges, successes, disappointments and
delights that you’ve known, related to Sunday mornings? What
can we learn from them as we plan for the next chapter?

You’re invited to share your experiences with other
members on Saturday, April 23, in Courtenay Hall. You can
have a continental breakfast at 8:30 and hear Associate Pastor
Stuart Gordon share one way of imagining what happens on
Sunday mornings. Members of the committee will then lead
the listening session, to hear what Sunday School has meant to
you or what it could mean.

Please let them know you’re coming by contacting
Ginny Barber (gbarber@fpcnashville.org or 298-9509) by
April 20. 





Worshiping God Among Worship Friends
Humans are creatures of habit. Habit plays perhaps the greatest role in our lives as we worship God. People tend to worship

at the same time and in the same place, week after week, year after year.   
At the historic Downtown Church, worship habits are visually symbolized by small plaques bearing the names of the

families that traditionally sat on certain pews. Even without plaques on the pews in our current sanctuary, we know where we
can find many of our friends at 8:30 or 11:00 A.M. on Sunday mornings! 

“You are my friends,” Jesus said, “if you do what I command.” Jesus continued: “This I command you,
to love one another.” — John 15:14-17 

In our worship habits, how can we be Jesus’ friends by following
his command to love one another? How can we be “Worship
Friends”? Love is intertwined with hospitality. You show hospitality
and love for one another in the sanctuary in many ways, including:

• Greeting those who worship around you.
• Introducing yourself to people who may not know you.
• Smiling at your fellow worshipers.
• Helping those with questions or problems.

Some worshipers already do these things, and for that we say,
“Thank you for being a Worship Friend!” But this message of
thanks comes with a challenge for all: can you be more intentional
in your hospitality as a Worship Friend? Will you help to make the
sanctuary a warmer and more welcoming place for members and
visitors alike? In your creativity, can you imagine new ways to
show hospitality to other worshipers? Will you strive to take the Worship Friend concept to the level Jesus had in mind when
he commanded us “to love one another”?

Community is important. Positive worship habits are more likely to form when there are strong congregational connections
among worshipers. Of course, there is no substitute for communing with God through worship, prayer and praise.
Relationships with fellow worshipers can never substitute for a relationship with God. But we do not worship God alone. We
worship God as a community. Paul reminded us that “the body does not consist of one member, but of many.” We are the
body of Christ, and each one of us is a part of it (I Corinthians 12:12-27).

Will you be a Worship Friend? Will you include among your worship habits actions that show hospitality and love for one
another, such as greeting, introducing, smiling and helping? As you consider how you can be a Worship Friend, remember
these encouraging words from the author of Hebrews: “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another — and all the
more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Are you on Twitter? If so, then follow
@fpcnashville!

twitter.com/FPCNashville

Are you interested in what’s happening at
FPC? Follow us on Facebook to find out! 



Vacation Bible School 2016
Join us as we Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love
June 20-23

Children who will be
4½ in June 2016 up
through those entering
third grade this fall are
invited to join us at VBS
this year. Our beach
theme will get everyone
excited as we hear many
of the water stories in the
Bible. We’ll float the Nile
with baby Moses, witness Jesus’ baptism, ride through a
stormy boat ride with Jesus and his disciples and have
breakfast on the beach with the resurrected Jesus.

Children won’t want to miss working with friends as we
create bubbles inside bubbles or make kid-friendly
exploding toothpaste. And the music will have us groovin’
and surfing to scripture set to fun tunes. Register today for
VBS using the on-line registration on the church website.

2016 Spring Inquirers’ Class
• Would you like to know about the Presbyterian faith?
• Would you like to know more about FPC, Nashville?
• Are you considering church membership?
• Would you like to learn about how to become involved in

the life of FPC, Nashville?

An Inquirers’
Class will be held
on April 3, 10, 17,
24 and May 1,
during the Sunday
School hour
(9:45-10:45 A.M.)
in the Session

Room (MW-203 on the 2nd floor of the Ministry Wing). If
you are interested in uniting with First Presbyterian Church
as members or just wish to learn more about the history
and mission of First Presbyterian Church and the
Presbyterian Church, you are invited to attend. Registration
is not necessary. For more information, please call the
church office at 615-383-1815 or Rev. Sandra Randleman
at 615-298-9502.

Middle Tennessee PW Spring Gathering
This gathering will be held Saturday, April 30, at the First

Presbyterian Church in Clarksville, Tennessee. The FPC bus
will take PW members to the gathering and accommodates

only 14 people. Lunch will be $10, payable at the door. For
reservations, contact Betty Jane Chalfant (615-373-4119). 

Happy Birthday, CMYT!
10 Years of Training Youth Ministers

In March 2006, the session of First Presbyterian Church,
Nashville, officially voted to join Brentwood United
Methodist Church in launching a ministry to train and
equip youth ministers. We take joy in celebrating together as
proud parents. Thank you for making this ministry a reality.

CYMT is the product of a godly vision, faithful
leadership, hard work and committed donors. Your
investment in CYMT has produced tremendous dividends
for the Kingdom of God.

Vanderbilt Professor Headlines
Spring Wednesdays

What is the nature of our relationship with our phones,
our iPads, our laptops? Dr. Jaco Hamman is a native of
South Africa who teaches religion, psychology and culture
at the Vanderbilt Divinity School. On March 30, April 6 and
13, he will lead sessions based on his forthcoming book,
Growing Down: Human Nature for Virtual People. This isn’t a
time to bash technology; it’s a fascinating exploration of
human nature as understood in virtual reality.

Also offered:
Yoga by Sam Cooper

What’s Forgiveness About? Stuart Gordon
Mental Health in the Congregation: Brian Grant

(April 20-27)

The spring term runs for five weeks, from March 30 through
April 27. The dinner buffet opens at 5:00 and classes run
from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M. Reservations are appreciated, but not

required. For more details or to register online, visit
fpcnashville.org/congregation/wednesday-nights/. 



The older children shared a skit about the Bible story that the

younger children had heard that morning. Then fourth graders and

5- and 6-year-olds buddied up to exchange autograph books, share

prayers of thanks and get to know each other. 

The 5- and 6-year-olds, as well as the fourth graders,

enjoyed writing their names in autograph books and

picking stickers to decorate the book. 

One parent reported, “My child thought it was the

coolest thing. We ran into her buddy, Taylor, on our way

to the car, and she introduced me to her! It was

precious! I heard all about her the whole way home.” 

The Love and Grace class

members had made “hugs,”

strips of paper with hands on the

end that symbolized the arms of

a hug. Some of the children

asked if they could give their

“hugs” to their new buddies.

On a recent March Sunday, the fourth grade Sunday School class visited the 5- and 6-year-olds’ classes — Love and

Grace Sunday School groups!
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No Sunday School, March 27 on Easter.
Sunday School, April 3: Grades 7-12 will meet
in The Gathering Place at 9:40 A.M. and then
meet for Sunday School as grade level groups.

Graduating Senior Sunday School:
Apostolos with Adam DeVries will meet
beginning April 10 at 9:45 P.M. Apostolos will
meet during SS on April 10, April 17, April 24
and May 8. Watch your mailbox for more
information.

Upcoming Dates to Note:
Senior Banquet: Monday, April 11, 6:30 P.M.
Volunteer Leader Dinner: Tuesday, April 12,
at the Buffkins.
Student Leader Dinner: Thursday, April 21,
at the Basses.
Youth Sunday: Sunday, May 1.

The youth staff would also like to support and
encourage your youth in their activities and
interests. Please let us know about upcoming
games, performances, recitals, shows, or other
arenas where we can be cheering on your youth!

Questions or changes to your contact information,
contact Ginger, Erika or Miller at 615-298-9570
or youth@fpcnashville.org.

Youth Happenings

4815 Franklin Pike ■ Nashville, TN 37220




