
DECEMBER 11, 2016
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 and 11:00 AM

GATHERING
OPENING SENTENCES                                                     Todd Jones

†VOLUNTARY                                                                Herbert Howells
Psalm Prelude, Set 1, No. 2

INTROIT       STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN
                            My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is
great, and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to
the ones who wait. You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and
my weakness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name
be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice
burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is
about to turn.
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and
your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age
to be. Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who
would for you yearn, You will show Your might, put the strong to
flight, for the world is about to turn.

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       (8:30) Sam Cooper
                                                                                     (11:00) Stuart Gordon

Leader: “Surely I am coming soon!” said Jesus.
People: “My soul magnifies the Lord; 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,” said Mary.
Leader: Come, let us worship God.

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 105           BESANÇON
People, Look East

†WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP Todd Jones

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE OF ADVENT
HYMN 88                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!



ANTHEM (8:30) Light One Candle Mark Patterson
    Light one candle for hope, hope that the whole world needs. 
    Light one candle for hope, hope that the Savior will bring.
    Light one candle for peace, peace that the whole world needs. 
    Light one candle for peace, peace that the Savior will bring.
    Light one candle for joy, joy that the whole world needs. 
    Light one candle for joy, joy that the Savior will bring.
    Light one candle for love, love that the whole world needs. 
    Light one candle for love, love that the Savior will bring.

CALL TO CONFESSION (8:30) Sam Cooper
(11:00) Stuart Gordon

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, who never comes to us without mystery, 
yet never leaves us without hope, 
forgive us for the times we have been unwilling 
to welcome Your presence in our lives. 
Sometimes, we have lacked the courage to open ourselves 
to Divine possibilities when they have beckoned.  
Other days we have lacked imagination 
to see beyond our fears 
to envision something new or unexpected.  
There have even been times and seasons 
when we have simply failed to trust in Your word, 
which bids us to listen and to follow.  
Let it be to us, O God, according to Your will and word. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
(A moment for silent confession.)

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
HYMN 121                       O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

                                   THE WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME                                                           (8:30) Sam Cooper
                                                                                     (11:00) Stuart Gordon

‡    Children ages 4 and 5 are invited to Young Children and Worship
in Room CW-110.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                     Todd Jones
Living God,
help us so to hear Your holy Word
that we may truly understand;
that, understanding, we may believe,
and, believing,
we may follow in all faithfulness and obedience,
seeking Your honor and glory in all that we do;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



SCRIPTURE READINGS              Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10, page 663
                                                        New Testament: Luke 1:26-38, page 56

Pastor:      The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PREPARATION        Magnificat                            Peter Moger
Choir and Congregation are invited to sing on the refrain.

Refrain:

How strong His arm, how great His power! 
The proud He will disown;
the meek and humble He exalts to share His glorious throne. 
The rich our God will send away and feed the hungry poor. 
God’s arms of love are open wide at mercy’s open door.

Refrain

So shall God’s promise be fulfilled, to Israel firmly made:
a child is born, a Son is given, whose crown will never fade. 
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and Spirit now proclaim;
with Mary let the world rejoice, and praise God’s holy name!

Refrain

SERMON                              Mary’s Story                          Todd Jones

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                  (8:30) Mary Sellers Shaw
                                                                             (11:00) Sandra Randleman
                             The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)        Hymnal Page 35

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(debts) Hymnal Page 35

OFFERTORY                                                                                             
(8:30)                                           Magnificat Herbert Howells

My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is His Name.
And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all generations.
He hath shewn strength with His arm: 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich He hath sent empty away.
He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel: 



as He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

(11:00)                                    Fragrant the Prayer                      Curt Oliver
Fragrant the prayer, Breath of the rose in air!
Fragrant the prayer My child taught me, fragrant the prayer!
The Son of Mary bought me, the Son of Mary craved me, 
the Son of Mary saved me. 
Fragrant the prayer of the child! Breath of the rose in air!
In gray of morn Christ was forlorn! 
In grey of morn the birds call kindly In grey of morn! 
Be not my eyes shut blindly! 
The Son of Mary wept me, the Son of Mary kept me,
In grey of morn Christ was forlorn!
O Countenance like the Ember, 
Bid me remember the Lamb of God, sore-taken, 
the Lamb of God forsaken, the Lamb of God under clay, 
three days till Resurrection Day!
Fragrant the prayer, breath of the rose in air! 
Fragrant the prayer My child taught me: Bid me remember!

Anonymous Irish Text, trans. Alice Furlong (1875-1946) 

*PRESENTATION AND RESPONSE Doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH
HYMN 145 What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

HYMN 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                   Todd Jones

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                          ST. LOUIS
O Little Town of Bethlehem

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him, 
still the dear Christ enters in.

The congregation will be seated for a moment of silent prayer 
after the Benediction.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                                                 J.S. Bach
Fugue on the Magnificat



*— Those who are able, please stand         † — Latecomers may be seated
Please silence your cell phone as you enter the sanctuary.

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Todd Jones, Pastor
Sam Cooper, Executive Pastor
Stuart Gordon, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Sandra Randleman, 
    Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions
Mary Sellers Shaw, Seminary Student Intern
Candle Lighting:

8:30   The Collignon and Wilson Families: Andy, Ashley, Caroline,     
         Grace, Millicent and Drew Collignon; and Tom Wilson
11:00 The Hamilton and Dashiff Families: Janelle & Joe                     
         Hamilton; Melissa, Duncan, Stephen and Adelaide Dashiff

Wesley Carlton, Cross Bearer
Raphael Bundage, Director of Music
Nicholas Bergin, Organist
Rhonda Swanson, Assistant Organist
Claire Boling, Soprano; Carol McClure, Harp
Cherub & Hosanna Children’s Choirs: 

Kelly Posey and Lara Woodward, Directors
Sanctuary Chorale: Keith Moore, Conductor
Sanctuary Choir: Raphael Bundage, Conductor; Daphne Garey, Soprano;
Greg Thomas, Tenor; Jimmy Bowland, Soprano Sax; Jack Jezioro, Bass

MUSIC NOTE — Much of this morning’s music focuses on the central person
of today’s Gospel reading: the Virgin Mary. The 8:30 Offertory is a setting of
Mary’s song from the Gospel of Luke (as found in the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer), and the Hymn of Preparation is a modern paraphrase of the same
text. The postlude is based on a melody to which the same words were sung
throughout the Middle Ages. This musical heritage is a witness to Mary’s
own words: “For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me
blessed.”

CONGRATULATIONS — The First Presbyterian Church family congratulates
Jennifer & Calen Jones, on the birth of their daughter, Catherine Lauren
Jones, born on October 25.
SYMPATHY — The First Presbyterian Church family extends sympathy to:
•    Barbara & Chip Gill and Leisa & Andy Gill, on the death of Chip and

Andy’s father, Charles McClelland Gill, Sr., who died on December 3.
Sympathy also to Trey Gill, Suzanne Gill, Lauren & Wes Rainbolt,
Natalie & Adam Swearingin and Nicholas Diehl, Abbey Gill and Melissa
& Nathan Woodard.

•    Family and friends of Mary Katherine Graham, who died on
December 3. 

Welcome! — First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the
name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are delighted you
have chosen to join us. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest,
please note your attendance today in the fellowship pad found in your pew.

Guests— Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card so that we may
more personally welcome you into community. We also invite you to visit
the Welcome Center in the church narthex for additional information or if
you are interested in becoming a member. There, you may visit with one
of our elders, staff or pastors. You may also contact the church office at
615-383-1815 and we will be happy to answer any questions you may
have.  



YOUNG CHILDREN & WORSHIP — 8:30 and 11:00 in Room CW-110 (located
in the Children’s Ministry wing). Please reference the worship bulletin to
know when to exit the sanctuary. Parents and their children who are age
4, 5 or 6 (not in 1st grade) by August 15, 2016, are invited. Please visit our
website to enroll or contact Deb O’Brien at dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY — Nursery care for children
six weeks to three years is available during 8:30 & 11:00 worship services
and Sunday School from 9:45 – 10:45. Guests can visit the Children’s
Hospitality Center for more information.

ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES — Hearing devices, large-
print hymnals, large-print bulletins, and large-print Bibles are located in
the narthex across from the Welcome Center. If anyone has a need or
disability requiring assistance or accommodation for any church activity,
please contact the church office at 615-383-1815.

Greet those who worship around you. Be a worship friend!

n OUR CHRISTMAS CONCERT — Today, the Glory to God in the Highest
concert will feature our Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra (directed by
Raphael Bundage) and our Psalmody Youth Choir (directed by Carol
McClure). This free concert is at 4:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary.

n THE FIVE THIRTY — Josh Rodriguez will preach tonight, A Sheik in Silk
Pajamas. Nursery care is available for children six weeks to three years.

n WEDNESDAY ADVENT BREAKFASTS — Join your church family on
Wednesday, December 14 and 21, at 7:00 A.M. in Courtenay Hall for a full
breakfast. We begin with inspiring words of the season from our guest
speakers. Breakfast is $5.

n WEDNESDAYS: MARTIN LUTHER KING — On Wednesday, December 14,
Stuart Gordon will speak on the Rev. King and his letter from that jail.
You may register for dinner online or by contacting
gbarber@fpcnashville.org. The dinner line opens at 5:00 and the
presentation runs from 6:00 to 7:00, in Courtenay Hall.

n THURSDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY — A new study series
begins January 5, at 7:00 A.M. in Vance Hall to discuss the many ways God
is depicted through descriptive images and stories in the Bible. We will be
reading together Lauren Winner’s Wearing God (available in our book store).
If you have questions, contact Sandra Randleman at srandleman@
fpcnashville.org. 

n A SERVICE OF HOPE — December 18, 12:20 P.M., Stanford Chapel. This
service is especially for people who are dealing with a loss — whether it be a
job, loved one, marriage, dream, health, etc. This service is for all members
and non-members so please invite those who you know that are hurting. 

n NEW INQUIRERS CLASS will be held on January 8, 15, 22, 29 and
February 5 during the Sunday School hour (9:45 – 10:45 A.M.) in the Session
Room (MW-203 on the 2nd floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are interested
in becoming members of First Presbyterian Church or just wish to learn
more about the history and mission of First Presbyterian Church and the
Presbyterian Church, you are invited to attend. Registration is not
necessary. For more information, please call our church office at 615-383-
1815 or Rev. Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

n ROOM IN THE INN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — Overnight hosts are still
needed for December 14. All volunteer roles needed for December 28. Sign-
up sheets are in Courtenay Hall or contact Mike Crout at 615-298-9593.

n CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR FOSTER CHILDREN — Gifts must be returned
today, December 11. Contact Sue Fort White at 615-383-5400 or
suefortwhite@ourkidscenter.com for more info.

n CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING — We will be collecting a Christmas
offering to help provide financial assistance to current and former church
workers and their families and to enable students to attend Presbyterian-
related ethnic colleges and schools. Coin boxes for children will be
distributed in Sunday School at the start of Advent. Envelopes are
available in the Sunday bulletin. Offering is collected at worship services. 

n SECOND HARVEST CAN FOOD DRIVE — Please drop off cans of food on
Sunday, December 18, during all worship services. Our youth will take
the food to Second Harvest.

n JAMAICA MISSION TRIP — February 11-18. Construction, education
and dentist team members needed for this trip. Costs are $1,000-$1,200.
Deadline for registration and deposit is December 15. Craig Buffkin and
Darryl Thompson are trip leaders. Contact Mike Crout at 615-298-9593 or
missions@fpcnashville.org. 

n CHILDREN’S CHOIR — Children’s choirs have been working hard
during rehearsals to prepare for upcoming Sunday worship services, as
well as the Christmas Eve family service. It’s important for your chorister
to attend the final four rehearsals. 

For more information, contact Deb O’Brien at 615-298-9582 or
dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

n TODAY — Grades 7-12 will meet together in The Gathering Place at 9:40
A.M. before heading to their regular grade-level classrooms on the A-Wing for
Sunday School following worship/game/testimony and announcements.

n NEW STAR WARS MOVIE — We are going to see Rogue One: A Star
Wars Story on December 16. Email kwhitaker@fpcnashville.org to join.

n CHRISTMAS PARTIES
• Eleventh Grade: December 18 from 3:00 – 5:00 P.M. at the Davises’

home.
• Twelfth Grade: December 19 from 12:00 – 2:00 P.M. at the Higginses’

home.
• College: December 21 at the Raders’ home.

YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND NURSERY

MISSION MINISTRY



4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220
(615) 383-1815  www.fpcnashville.org

n UPCOMING GRADE LEVEL RETREATS
• January 2-4: 12th Grade Passion Conference in Atlanta, Georgia
• January 27-29: 7th/8th Grade Ski/Snowboarding Retreat
• January 27-29: 9th Grade Ski/Snowboarding Retreat
• February 24-26: 11th Grade North Georgia Mountain Retreat
• March 18-24: Spring Break Mission Trip to Waco, Texas

For Youth Ministry info, contact 615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.

n MISSION PROJECT FOR THISTLE FARMS — We are inviting our young
adults and their families to put together welcome baskets for the women who
enter the Magdalene Project. Since Thistle Farms is our December Mission
Partner, we plan to deliver the baskets at the end of this month. Visit the
Young Adult section of our website for more info about what items to include
in the baskets.

n COLLEGE CHRISTMAS PARTY — December 21, 6:00 P.M. Welcome
home, college kids! Join us at our annual College Christmas Party, this
year at the Radars’ home (5070 Villa Crest Drive). Email Josh at
jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org to let us know you’ll be there!

n SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES (meet at 9:45 A.M.)
• Young Adult Sunday School (L-201) led by Steve and Mary Lee

Bartlett, Warner McNeilly and Allison Milam.
• First Families (L-202) led by Mort and Jami Hill.
• Family Fellowship (L-203) led by Allen Callison and Philip

Leach.

For College Ministry info, email jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org. 
For Young Adult Ministry info, email ahiggins@fpcnashville.org. 

YOUNG ADULT & COLLEGE MINISTRY


