
DECEMBER 25, 2016
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY
11:00 AM

GATHERING

OPENING SENTENCES                                                     Todd Jones

†VOLUNTARY                                                               Marcel Dupré
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             Stuart Gordon

Leader: There is good news of great joy for all!
People: Our Savior is born: the Messiah, the Lord.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest,
People: and peace to God’s people on earth.
Leader: Let us worship God.          

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 147           THE FIRST NOWELL
The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain:

Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.

Refrain:

†WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP Todd Jones



HYMN 88                       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       VENI EMMANUEL

O come, thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home.
The captives from their prison free,
And conquer death’s deep misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

CHRISTMAS DAY PRAYER Stuart Gordon

Christ, our God,
whom humble shepherds worshiped at a manger,
You are holy and most high, merciful and mighty.
Startle us to wakefulness,
that we may rejoice 
in Your new and glorious dawn,
and, in Your holy name,
act to mend this suffering world. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(A moment for silent confession.)

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

HYMN 121                     O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

                                   THE WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                      Stuart Gordon

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                     Todd Jones

God our helper,
by Your Holy Spirit, open our minds,
that as the Scriptures are read
and Your Word is proclaimed,
we may be led into Your truth
and taught Your will,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SCRIPTURE READINGS              Old Testament: Isaiah 62:6-12, page 693
                                                           New Testament: John 1:1-14, page 91

Pastor:       The Word of the Lord.
People:     Thanks be to God.

CAROL SING (seated)                                                                                    

The congregation is invited to call out some of their favorite 
Christmas carols. We will sing the first stanza of each.

SERMON                                                                         Todd Jones
The Word Became Flesh

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                    Stuart Gordon
                             The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)        Hymnal Page 35

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(debts) Hymnal Page 35

OFFERTORY                                                                 Harold Darke
                                             In the Bleak Midwinter                                      

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan. 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter long ago.
Our God, Heaven can not hold Him, 
nor earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away, 
when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubin, worship night and day, 
a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay. 
Enough for Him, whom angels, fall down before, 
the ox and ass and camel, which adore.
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part. 
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.

*PRESENTATION AND RESPONSE Doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH

HYMN 113    GLORIA
Angels We Have Heard on High

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                   Todd Jones



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                          ST. LOUIS
O Little Town of Bethlehem

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

The congregation will be seated for a moment of silent prayer 
after the Benediction.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                                                 J.S. Bach
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

*— Those who are able, please stand         † — Latecomers may be seated

Please silence your cell phone as you enter the sanctuary.

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Todd Jones, Pastor
Stuart Gordon, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Grafton Brittle, Cross Bearer
David Vorhaus, Vexilloid Bearer
Raphael Bundage, Director of Music
Nicholas Bergin, Organist
Claire Boling, Soprano

YOUNG CHILDREN & WORSHIP — There will not be any YC&W today.
Children should remain with their families.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY — Nursery care for children
six weeks to three years is available during the worship service. Guests
can visit the Children’s Hospitality Center for more information.

ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES — Hearing devices, large-
print hymnals, large-print bulletins, and large-print Bibles are located in
the narthex across from the Welcome Center. If anyone has a need or
disability requiring assistance or accommodation for any church activity,
please contact the church office at 615-383-1815.

A/V OF WORSHIP AVAILABLE — Worship service in Courtenay Hall has the
audio-video transfer for each of the Sunday morning worship services. 

Welcome! — First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the
name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are delighted you
have chosen to join us. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest,
please note your attendance today in the fellowship pad found in your pew.

Guests — Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card so that we may
more personally welcome you into community. We also invite you to visit
the Welcome Center in the church narthex for additional information or if
you are interested in becoming a member. There, you may visit with one
of our elders, staff or pastors. You may also contact the church office at
615-383-1815 and we will be happy to answer any questions you may
have. 



OFFICER PRAYER TIME — Prayer request cards can be found in the pews
and deposited in the offering plate or the Prayer Request Boxes, located
in the narthex on the southeast wall and at the Hospitality Center.
Church officers meet weekly to lift up prayer requests to God.

SERMONS preached weekly can be found on our website, fpcnashville.org.

HOLY COMMUNION will be observed on Sunday, January 8, at the 8:30
A.M., 11:00 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. worship services. Prepare your hearts to
celebrate this sign of Christ’s love. 

MOTHER AND INFANT QUIET ROOM — Mothers of infants who need a quiet
place for nursing or calming babies are welcome to use the Quiet Room. An
audio feed of the worship service is provided. Check in with Karen Fitts in
the Nursery to see if the Quiet Room is available for your use.

Are there angels in the Sanctuary? “Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Hebrews 13:2

n THURSDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY — A new study series
begins January 5 at 7:00 A.M. in Vance Hall to discuss the many ways God is
depicted through descriptive images and stories in the Bible. We will be
reading together Lauren Winner’s Wearing God (available in our book store).
If you have questions, contact Sandra Randleman at
srandleman@fpcnashville.org. 

n NEW MUSIKGARTEN CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 18 — These 30-minute
classes are for a child (birth – 3 1/2 years) and an adult. Registration is
available on the website music.fpcnashville.org/children/musikgarten/.
Questions? Contact Susan Kirby at 615-298-9540 or skirby@fpcnashville.org.

n AN INQUIRERS’ CLASS will be held on January 8, 15, 22, 29 and February
5, during the Sunday School hour (9:45 – 10:45 A.M.) in the Jones Session
Room (MW-203 on the 2nd floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are interested
in uniting with First Presbyterian Church as members or just wish to learn
more about the history and mission of First Presbyterian Church and the
Presbyterian Church, you are invited to attend. Registration is not
necessary. For more information, please call the church office at 615-383-
1815 or Rev. Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502.

n ROOM IN THE INN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — All volunteer roles needed
for December 28. Sign-up sheets are in Courtenay Hall, or contact Mike
Crout at 615-298-9593.

n HAITI RELIEF ASSISTANCE — Our church will be contributing $7,500 to
our mission partner Living Waters for the World to help them repair 14
clean water systems that were damaged by Hurricane Matthew. We also
encourage you to make a contribution via check payable to First
Presbyterian Church (note: Haiti/Living Waters). Our church will coordinate
with Living Waters in the disbursement, management and accountability of
our contributions.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION MINISTRY



n JAMAICA MISSION TRIP — February 11-18. Construction, education
and dentist team members needed for this trip. Costs are $1,000-$1,200.
Deposit is due now. Craig Buffkin and Darryl Thompson are trip leaders.
Contact Mike Crout at 615-298-9593 or missions@fpcnashville.org. 

n MISSION TRIP FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE — Assistance is available for
church members to participate in any FPC-sponsored mission trip.
Contact Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502 or
srandleman@fpcnashville.org to submit a request.

For Mission Ministry info, email Mike Crout at
missions@fpcnashville.org.

n NO SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS MORNING — Merry Christmas!

n RUN BAREFOOT — Check out the website to learn more about running
with Adam, Josh and Kody in the Barefoot MLK 5K Run on Monday,
January 16. Questions? Contact youth@fpcnashville.org.

n PARENT DROP IN FOR JH SKI TRIP — Optional time to check in with
Anna and to ask questions, complete forms, make final payments, etc.
Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 A.M. in The Gathering Place.

n PARENT DROP IN FOR 9TH GRADE SKI TRIP — Optional time to check
in with Kody and to ask questions, complete forms, make final payments,
etc. Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 A.M. in the Youth Offices.

n UPCOMING GRADE LEVEL RETREATS
• January 2-4: 12th Grade Passion Conference in Atlanta, Georgia
• January 27-29: 7th/8th Grade Ski/Snowboarding Retreat
• January 27-29: 9th Grade Ski/Snowboarding Retreat
• February 24-26: 11th Grade North Georgia Mountain Retreat
• March 18-24: Spring Break Mission Trip to Waco, Texas

For Youth Ministry info, contact 615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.

n CHILDREN’S CHOIR REHEARSALS will resume on Sunday, January 22,
from 4:00 – 5:00 P.M. For more information, contact Jerry Monds at
jmonds@fpcnashville.org.

For Children and Families Ministry info, email Deb O’Brien at
dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES MINISTRY



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

n MISSION PROJECT FOR THISTLE FARMS — We are inviting our young
adults and their families to put together welcome baskets for the women
who enter the Magdalene Project. Since Thistle Farms is our December
Mission Partner, we plan to deliver the baskets at the end of this month.
Visit the Young Adult section of our website for more info about what
items to include in the baskets.

n NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES TODAY — MERRY CHRISTMAS!

For College Ministry info, email jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org. 
For Young Adult Ministry info, email ahiggins@fpcnashville.org. 

YOUNG ADULT & COLLEGE MINISTRY



4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220
(615) 383-1815  www.fpcnashville.org

NOTES


