My Dear Friends,
In their book, FREE: Spending
Your Time and Money on What
Matters Most, Mark and Lynn
Scandrette included what is more
of a poem than a prayer. They
entitle it “Prayer of Abundance.”
I love it and what to share it with
you:
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I know that I am cared for by an
Abundant Provider.
I choose to be grateful and trusting.
I believe I have enough and that what I need will always
be provided.
I choose to be content and generous.
I know that my choices matter for myself, for others and for
future generations.
Help me to live consciously and creatively, celebrating signs of
Your new creation that is present and coming.
Generous Creator, who made me to seek the greater good of
Your kingdom,
Guide me to use my time, talents and resources to pursue what
matters most.
Teach me to be free, to live without worry, fear or greed in the
freedom of Your abundance.
Give me daily bread, as I share with those in need.
Thank you for the precious gift of life!
To their poem/prayer, I can only add a heart felt, Amen!
We serve a generous God who freely gives us all good
things to enjoy. That God desires for us all “to be content
and generous.” Paul talked about these qualities of heart
and mind as well in his letter to young Timothy. “As for the
rich in this world, charge them not to be haughty, nor to
set their hopes on uncertain riches but on God who richly
furnishes us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good,
to be rich in good deeds, liberal and generous, thus laying
up for themselves a good foundation for the future, so that
Continued on next page

In everything give thanks,
for this is the will of God.
1 Thessalonians 5:18
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“More Blessed to Give”
Luke 6:32-38
Acts 20:28-38

“A Wineskin in
the Smoke”
Psalm 119

“On Being Ready”
Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 24:36-44

“Tell the Next
Generation”
Psalm 48

The 8:30 A.M. worship service will be available under
the tab “Media” on our website immediately after
the service on Sundays.

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love
through worship, education and service.
Continued from cover

Sympathy

they may take hold of the life which is life indeed.” (I
Timothy 6:17-19) Let’s all “take hold of the life which is
life indeed.” That life, a gift from God, is meant to be lived
abundantly, joyfully, gratefully, generously, graciously. What a
joy and privilege it is to share it with you!

Our church family extends prayers and
sympathy to the following during their
time of loss.
Debbie (Louis) Rieke on the death of Debbie’s mother,
Pauline Goldtrap Jones who died on October 18.
Sympathy to Madison, Cal & Helen Rieke.
Susan Cook on the death of her husband, David Wiley
Cook who died on October 24. Sympathy to Sam
(Nicki) Cook.
Sympathy to the friends & family of Ruth Irene
Porter Halbert who died on October 25.
Jamie Burton on the death of her husband,
Gene Darrell Burton who died on October 30.

Peace and Love,

Presbyterian Women present a morning of grace
and peace with music to warm the soul. . .

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family
congratulates the following people during
their new birth.
Kathleen & Matthew Yabroudy welcome a daughter,
Caroline Scott Yabroudy, who was born on
October 17. Congratulations to grandparents, Linda &
Rock Morphis.
Meaghan & Paul Caruso welcome a son,
Ian Clarke Caruso, who was born on October 29.
Congratulations to grandparents, Bekah & Bill Caruso.

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation
and God, the following persons claimed God’s
covenant promise through the Sacrament of
Baptism:
Marion & Adam Floyd presented their daughter,
Helen Nichols Floyd, for baptism on November 13
Assisting Elder was Marie Maxwell.

Holy Communion
For lunch or nursery care reservations, visit fpcnashville.org.
For questions, contact 615-383-1815 or
hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org.
Co-chairs Becky Campbell and Kay Francis

Holy Communion will be
observed on Sunday, November 20, at
the 8:30 and 11:00 A.M., and 5:30
P.M. worship services. Prepare your
hearts to celebrate this sign of Christ’s love.

Monday,
November 21
3:30 – 5:30 P.M.
Enrichment
Center
Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger relief organization
that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid
around the world. The organization is driven by the vision of a
world without hunger in our lifetime by providing food and lifesaving aid to the world’s most vulnerable and by creating a global
commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.
Volunteers of all ages are welcome to this event; we’ll package
20,000 meal bags, each of which contains 6 high-protein and
highly nutritious servings that are used in crisis situations and
in school feeding programs for schools and orphanages in
developing countries.

Register Online: missions.fpcnashville.org/missions/register/
Questions? Contact Mike Crout at 615-298-9593
or missions@fpcnashville.org

Looking for a Camp Over Winter Break?
Are you interested in making this Winter Break fun for your
kids and stress-free for you? Oak Hill Day Camp offers Winter
Camp for children currently age four - 8th grade. Our camp allows
you to sign up for one day or a week at a time. Your child(ren) will
enjoy activities such as horseback riding, archery, making s’mores,
art projects, science projects, games and much more. Before the
Christmas holiday, we will even decorate cookies and ornaments to
share with our friends at Safe Haven. Registration for Winter
Camp 2016 is now open! Visit recreation/fpcnashville.org to find
registration information.
Winter Camp 2016 Dates
December 19–23
December 27–30
Times
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Early Care
(start at 7:30 A.M. ) Free
Late Care
(3:00 -5:30 P.M.) $15/day
Cost
Cost (per child) - $45/day

Thanksgiving Prayer for Families
Lord, bless this gathering of our family, a circle of strength
and love.
We are a close-knit group of fathers, mothers, sisters,
brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins and more. With every birth and
every union, the circle grows. Every joy shared adds more love.
Every crisis faced together makes the circle stronger.
Help us realize how much we mean to each other each and
every day and guide us so that our bond of love lasts eternally.
Look down on us Lord and surround us all with your
divine guidance and love so that we may continue to be blessed
by our children. Grant us the wisdom to embrace their
innocence and see the world through their eyes with simple
wonder so that we might not take for granted one single
moment of the miracle that is life.
We thank you for the many blessings and great abundance
in our lives. As we gather to celebrate this Thanksgiving, let us
remember to share with others and keep the spirit of giving
ongoing throughout the year.
We Thank Thee, Heavenly Father, for all things bright and
good. Please bless this loving family… our lives, our health,
our food. We ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen

Come Experience the Labyrinth!
Sunday, November 27 – Thursday, December 8
Courtenay Lounge
• Are you feeling stressed?
• Do you need a calm time for peace
and reflection?
• Are you seeking God’s will and direction?
• Are you seeking to feel more centered
and spiritually connected?
• Do you need a time-out from it all?
The Labyrinth is a spiritual tool, a walking
meditation and a path of prayer. It has only one path
leading from the outer edge to the center. This can
be a time for quiet thought and meditation in the
presence of the Holy Spirit. The center can be a
place of prayer, meditation or illumination. As you travel from the center to the outer edge. Be open to ways that you can
integrate this experience into your life.
Labyrinths are used as a way to quiet the mind. They are a tool that aids one to release burdens and ease the pain of grief or
loss. Please enter Courtenay Lounge through the double doors that connect the room to the back hallway. This is an individual
activity. If others are present when you enter, please remain quiet, give them space, and walk at a slow pace (passing
is permitted).
Very simple instructions will guide your time at the Labyrinth. May this time of prayer and meditation be a blessing to you.

Nashville Chamber Singers
Saturday, December 3, 7:00 P.M. • Sanctuary
The Nashville Chamber Singers was founded in 1996 to provide outstanding performance opportunities for distinguished
community vocalists in the Middle Tennessee area. Described as a “sophisticated delight” by the Nashville Scene, the
auditioned ensemble has performed with the Nashville Chamber Orchestra at the Ryman Auditorium and recorded for
National Public Radio’s “Performance Today.” Now in its 21st season, the group has developed a notable reputation in the
performance of a varied repertoire of sacred and
secular works. Many of the group’s members are
highly regarded as both studio and church
musicians in the area, and its ranks include several
music educators as well as those with just a
personal passion for music. Under the leadership
of founding director Angela Tipps, the group
merges decades of musical experience to produce
a choral sound that is arguably Nashville’s best.
Kick off your Christmas season with the
music of the Nashville Chamber Singers.
A festive reception will follow in the Narthex.
The concert is free and open to the public.
For more information, please contact the music
department at 615-298-9517 or
music@fpcnashville.org.

Advent Devotional
In these warm and inviting
prayers for this season of reflection,
author Jane Wilke opens our eyes
and our hearts to the message that
Christ enters into our lives in many
ways at school, home, work, church
— wherever we find ourselves this
Advent season. Each prayer is a
window of welcome to the Christ
Child. Copies of this booklet will be available in the
literature areas of the church beginning November 20.

give thanks and praise to God for our many blessings
through hymns, liturgy and prayers. The service will be held
in Stanford Chapel. We hope that you will make this part of
your family’s Thanksgiving tradition.

Memorial Flowers for Advent
A memorial fund has been established for chancel and
sanctuary flowers during Advent. Please send your
contribution and the name(s) of those to be memorialized
to Cindy Bozman in the church office by December 5.
Contact us in order for your loved ones’ names to be
included this Advent.

A Service of Hope

Our St. Nicholas Banner

Our Stephen Ministers are offering a Service of Hope,
on December 18 at 12:20 P.M. in the Stanford Chapel with
a time for scripture, prayer, and the lighting of candles. This
service is especially for people who are dealing with a loss,
arising from death of a loved one, divorce, lack of
employment, challenges of childbirth, health issues, etc.
Members and non-members are all welcome and invited,
so please invite those who you know that are hurting.
This Christmas receive and give the special gift of
healing from the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. If you
desire the Christian support of a Stephen Minister, contact
Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502.

On the first Sunday of Advent, a banner of St. Nicholas
will be hanging in the Sanctuary to the left of the pulpit.
This banner was made for a sale at Cheekwood in the 1970s
and given to our church for use as part of our
Advent/Christmas decorations.
Who exactly is St. Nicholas? In the 4th century,
Nicholas’s reputation for generosity and kindness gave rise.
He became the patron saint of charitable fraternities and
guilds, children, sailors, unmarried girls, merchants and
pawnbrokers. Thousands of European churches were
dedicated to him.
After the Reformation, Nicholas’s following disappeared
in all the Protestant countries of Europe except Holland,
where his legend persisted as Sinterklaas (a Dutch variant of
the name Saint Nicholas). Dutch colonists took this tradition
with them to New Amsterdam (now New York City) in the
17th century. Sinterklaas was adopted by the country’s
English-speaking population under the name Santa Claus.
The resulting image of Santa Claus in the U.S. crystallized in
the 19th
century,
and he has
ever since
remained
the patron
of the giftgiving
festival of
Christmas.

Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 24 at 12:00 P.M.

First Friends is hosting a
churchwide dinner on Thanksgiving
Day. Our church will provide
turkey, dressing, bread and
beverages. Enter at the
Administrative Offices door and
meet us in The Gathering Place.
Please bring a dish to share and
your favorite board games for fellowship after dinner. The
playground, which is visible from The Gathering Place, will
also be available for children. If you would like to attend,
contact 615-383-1815 or hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org
by November 21.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 23 at 5:30 P.M.

Please join your church family for a time of worship.
Todd Jones will be preaching, and the congregation will

Schedule
of Events
Sunday, November 20

Stewardship Breakfast
In between morning worship services
in Courtenay Hall

Friday, November 25

Boy Scout Christmas Tree Sale
Weekdays: 4:00 – 9:00 P.M.
Saturdays: 8:00 – 9:00 P.M.
Sundays: 12:00 – 9:00 P.M.

Sunday, November 27

First Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the
Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in
The Gathering Place

Thursday, December 1

91st Annual Waffle Shop
11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. at the
Downtown Presbyterian Church

Friday, December 9

Young Adult Christmas Party
6:30 P.M. at Steve and Mary Lee
Bartlett’s home

Sunday, December 11

Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the
Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in
The Gathering Place

Sunday, December 11

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the
Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in
The Gathering Place

Sunday, December 18

A Service of Hope
12:15 P.M. in Stanford Chapel

Sunday, December 4

Wednesday, December 21

Advent Breakfast
Speaker Dr. Todd Jones

A Time of Hope

Sunday, December 18

The Five Thirty
Christmas Pageant
5:30 P.M. in The Gathering Place

Wednesday, December 7

Christmas Day Worship Service
11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary

Advent Breakfast
Speaker Bill Caruso

Nashville Chamber Singers
Christmas Concert
7:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Older Adults Christmas Event

Sunday, December 24

Wednesday, December 14

Sunday, December 18

Tuesday, December 6

Service of Lessons & Carols
8:00 P.M. & 11:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Glory to God in the Highest
Christmas Concert
4:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Saturday, December 3

Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the
Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in
The Gathering Place

Saturday, December 24

Advent Breakfast
Speaker Dr. Stuart Gordan

Wednesday, December 21

College Christmas Party
6:30 – 8:30 P.M. at the Rader’s home

Saturday, December 24

Christmas Eve Family Service
5:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

For more details about these events,
look at our Advent Brochure that was
mailed to you. You may also view it
online at fpcnashville.org.
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