
If I were forced to choose a
favorite story from all the stories
that I know, hands down, I would
gravitate to Luke’s telling of the
Christmas story. It has all the
elements of a good story. It is full
of wonder, mystery, danger and
peril. It is a story that conveys a
powerful, durable hope. To borrow

from John’s version of the same
event, but from a very different

perspective, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.” I still recall the three separate trips I have
taken to Bethlehem, a city that would probably not be
remembered without this story. The Church of the Nativity
sits in the middle of this small city that for centuries was a safe
haven where Muslims, Jews and Christians lived together,
learning for the most part to coexist peacefully. Sadly, because
of a series of sad, tragic political realities, the number of
Christians and Muslims living in this region has shrunk
dramatically over the last decade. Still, with this acknowledged,
Bethlehem retains its magic and its hold upon the world.

Poets, artists and carol composers have used their skill to
keep this place, where Luke tells us that Jesus was born, alive
in our hearts. I recall vividly a visit to our own city’s Frist
Museum a few years ago to see an exhibit of Norman
Rockwell’s paintings. Many of them served as magazine
covers, but the one he did of Bethlehem was different. The
painting is bathed in night light. In the foreground, there is a
man with his family who is looking out from a porch upon
the Church of the Nativity. He has travel or tourist documents
hanging out of his jacket pocket and an old box camera in his
hands. In the background are armed soldiers, a fixture in
Bethlehem were you to visit it today. It is hope and joy that
Rockwell paints, but not at the expense of truth and danger.
This is the place, of course, where an angel visited the
shepherds, not kings and surely not Caesar, in order to
announce to these humble people the birth of God into the
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The sermon from the 8:30 A.M. worship service will be
available under the tab “Media” on our website

immediately after the service on Sundays.

December 7, 2016 • Volume 31, No. 23

Glory to God in the Highest Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 11

4:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Advent Breakfasts
Wednesday, December 14   Wednesday, December 21

Speaker Bill Caruso          Speaker Dr. Stuart Gordan



Continued from cover

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
Our church family extends prayers and

sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Jackie Postell on the death of her cousin, James Gullett
who died on May 20. 

Elizabeth (Temp) Sullivan on the death of Elizabeth’s
mother, Elizabeth Richardson Hickman who died
on November 14. Sympathy to Kate, Hugh & Mary
Virginia Sullivan.

2017 Winter Inquirer’s Class
• Would you like to know about the Presbyterian faith?
• Would you like to know more about First
Presbyterian Church, Nashville?
• Are you considering church membership?
• Would you like to learn about how to become
involved in the life of First Presbyterian Church,
Nashville?

An Inquirer’s Class will be held on January 8, 15, 22,
29 and February 5, during the Sunday School hour
(9:45-10:45 A.M.) in the Session Room (MW-203 on
the 2nd floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are
interested in uniting with First Presbyterian Church as
members or
just wish to
learn more
about the
history and
mission of
our church
and the
Presbyterian
Church, you are invited to attend. Registration is not
necessary. For more information, please call the church
office at 615-383-1815 or email Rev. Sandra
Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org.

The Book-of-the-
Month selection is Janet
Soskice’s, The Sisters of
Sinai: How Two Lady

Adventurers Discovered the Hidden Gospels. Discussion
will be January 26 at 2:00 P.M.

world. The message they delivered was one of peace and joy.
“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great
joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” God comes into
human history, into our world, as a helpless baby born to
peasant parents. God comes into this world utterly vulnerable,
as love always requires of us to be.    

I love the story because it is beautiful. I also love it because
it is true. It offers us hope and profound truth through the best
medium of all — a story. I confess that I like to think of it as
The Story. God came to us a baby born into this world as
helpless as every baby always is, dependent upon human love
and decency for its very existence and survival. That God
would become so vulnerable, so utterly dependent upon us,
tells us all we need to know about how God views the human
family. Come to that place where you can once again sing
about, rejoice in and attend to the best story the world has
ever heard. It is Truth. It is Wisdom. It is Joy. It is Peace. It is
Love. It is all that, and more!

Peace and Love,

Merry Christmas from our Staff!
Church Office Hours: We will be closed

December 23, 26 and 30. 

CONVERSATIONS



Looking for a Camp Over Winter Break? 
Are you interested in making this Winter Break fun for your

kids and stress-free for you? Oak Hill Day Camp offers Winter
Camp for children currently age four - 8th grade. Our camp allows
you to sign up for one day or a week at a time. Your child(ren) will
enjoy activities such as horseback riding, archery, making s’mores,
art projects, science projects, games and much more. Before the
Christmas holiday, we will even decorate cookies and ornaments to
share with our friends at Safe Haven. Registration for Winter
Camp 2016 is now open! Visit recreation/fpcnashville.org to find
registration information. 

Winter Camp 2016 Dates
December 19–23
December 27–30

Times
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Early Care
(start at 7:30 A.M. ) Free
Late Care
(3:00 -5:30 P.M.) $15/day

Cost
Cost (per child) - $45/day

A Service of Hope
Our Stephen Ministers are offering a Service of Hope on

December 18 at 12:20 P.M. in the Stanford Chapel, with a time for
scripture, prayer and the lighting of candles. This service is
especially for people who are dealing with a loss, arising from
death of a loved one, divorce, lack of employment, challenges of
childbirth, health issues, etc.

Members and non-members are all welcome and invited, so
please invite those who you know that are hurting.

This Christmas, receive and give the special gift of healing from
the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. If you desire the Christian
support of a Stephen Minister, contact Sandra Randleman at
615-298-9502.

Sanctuary and Youth Choir Concert
On Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 P.M., the FPC Sanctuary

Choir, led by Raphael Bundage and accompanied by members of
the Nashville Symphony Orchestra, will perform works by Bach,
Rutter and Handel, as well as a carol sing-along. The Psalmody
Youth Choir and Instrumental Ensemble will present an
arrangement by Carol McClure of Vivaldi’s Concerto in D minor.

Schedule ofEvents  
Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary; The Five
Thirty in The Gathering Place

Sunday, December 11
Glory to God in the Highest Christmas Concert 
4:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 14
Advent Breakfast 
Speaker Bill Caruso

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary; The Five
Thirty in The Gathering Place

Sunday, December 18
A Service of Hope
12:15 P.M. in Stanford Chapel

Sunday, December 18
The Five Thirty
Christmas Pageant
5:30 P.M. in The Gathering Place

Wednesday, December 21
Advent Breakfast 
Speaker Dr. Stuart Gordan

Wednesday, December 21
College Christmas Party
6:30 – 8:30 P.M. at the Rader’s home

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Family Service
5:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24
Service of Lessons & Carols
8:00 P.M. & 11:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Day Worship Service
11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary

For more details about these events, look at our
Advent Brochure that was mailed to you. You may also
view it online at fpcnashville.org.



Stop Hunger Now 2017



Upcoming Musical
Events

Sunday, Dec. 11, 4:00 P.M.
Glory to God in the Highest

our Sanctuary Choir and

Orchestra present their

annual Christmas Concert.

Sunday, Jan. 22, 4:00 P.M.
Parker Ramsay,

Organist and Harpist

Sunday, Jan. 29, 7:30 P.M.
Gustavus Adolphus Choir

Gregory Aune, Director

Friday, Feb. 10, 6:00 P.M.
Our Sanctuary Choir and

friends present their annual

Broadway Dinner Show.

Cost is $35.

Sunday, Apr. 9, 7:30 P.M.
Our Sanctuary Choir and

Nashville Symphony

Orchestra present Bach’s

brilliant Mass in B minor 

For more information, visit the
music section of our website.

Nate Strasser
Pianist

Claire Boling
Vocalist

Briana Tyson
Vocalist

Presenting our special musical guests

Program at 10:30 A.M.

Don’t miss this incredible morning
of music and message



In Children’s Sunday School . . . 
Sunday School is a place where everyone knows your name

and is engaged in deepening their relationship with Jesus to
become disciples of Jesus Christ. Relationships with faithful
people are the key to discipleship learning and growth. That is
why we think of Sunday School as a small group ministry and
treat each class of children and early adolescents as a Community of Belonging. 

This year, our Childrens’ Ministry is partnering with families to create a full Faith Web for their child. A Faith Web names
those individuals whose faith life intersects with your own. A full Faith Web connects an individual with at least five people in
each generation across the age span. Through Sunday School, Serving Together, Milestones, special events and family experiences
outside our church walls, children can connect with people to watch, observe, share and model what discipleship looks like. 

Relationships matter when you see a child greet a friend
and find a place for her in the circle. 

Relationships matter when first graders name and pray for fifth graders.

Relationships matter when a high school senior comes to
show four year olds how to play a harp. 

Relationships matter when new friends work and play
together during Serving Together opportunities.

Romans 12:5 “. . . so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another.”



Dick Morgan Remembers…
During my eight years serving as Church

Administrator of First Presbyterian Church, I
witnessed many strange things, but the most unique
was Harry Stratton’s memorializing his wife Betsy.
Harry had been generous to our church in many
ways including funding a concert by our Sanctuary
Choir with the Nashville Symphony and purchasing
a set of handbells for the church.

When Betsy Stratton passed, Harry chose the planting of a tree on our campus as the
appropriate memorial to her. Others had done this, but not with Harry’s fanfare. He sent
engraved invitations to over a hundred church members and to the staff inviting them to
attend the tree planting ceremony. He had folding chairs set up for the guests, facing the site.
One lifelong member, no longer able to walk, came and sat in his car. A microphone and speakers were put in place for special
participants to use.

The day before the ceremony, nursery workers had dug a large hole on the spot that Harry had chosen for the planting. To
begin the ceremony, a truck pulling a long flatbed trailer with a 20-foot tree and a root ball the size of a compact car slowly
wound its way to the memorial site. Immediately, it was apparent that the prepared hole was not big enough for that root ball.
As the guests watched, nursery workers and our property staff picked up shovels and started digging, finally fitting that massive
tree in the hole. When the magnitude of the job became an on-site reality, the decision was made to throw a few shovels of
dirt in and wait for the service to conclude to complete the work.

After a closing prayer by one of our pastors, Harry thanked the large number of people who attended. Most were elderly
and have since died or are nearing that time, so I am glad to have this opportunity to preserve this unusual event in the life of
our church. In the weeks following the planting, Harry would call me frequently to be assured his tree was being watered.
The tree has grown well and graces our campus today. It is the most colorful maple we have on our beautiful grounds each
fall. If Harry can influence the heavenly rainmaker, I’m sure he stays in touch.

FIRSTstories

Our Oak Trees
A Pin Oak is a type of oak tree that is historic to our Oak

Hill neighborhood. We have been fortunate to have a Pin Oak
on our church campus right next to the Sanctuary for many,
many years. During the 2008 church renovations, we have
determined that the tree’s roots were disturbed which caused
harm to the health of the tree. Ever since, we have brought
in tree doctors to care for, treat and save this beautiful tree.
Unfortunately, we were unable to keep the tree alive. On
December 5, we tore down our Pin Oak. Since our church
resides in the city of Oak Hill, we want to now plant another
large, historic tree. In early 2017, we will plant a Chinkapin
Oak to replace our beloved Pin Oak. Today, you will notice a
sign where the tree once stood saying:  

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him —
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord —

and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. Isaiah 11:1-3

New Chinkapin Oak Coming in Early 2017
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Prayer Partner Breakfast
Over 300 adults and youth attended our Annual Prayer

Partner Breakfast on Sunday, November 13. Adam gave a
message on gratitude while youth and adults shared prayer
requests, decorated Thanksgiving cookies and enjoyed breakfast
goodies. We are encouraged by the over 320 adults in our
church who are serving as adult Prayer Partners to a youth in
our congregation, committing to pray for them regularly.




