
IMPOSITION OF ASHES Todd Jones and Adam DeVries

Almighty God,
You have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be for us a sign
of our mortality and penitence,
and a reminder that only by Your gracious gift
are we given everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

HYMN 227 REMEMBER ME
Jesus, Remember Me

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

(I Corinthians 15:49).

SENDING FORTH

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT 436 O QUANTA QUALIA
God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Todd Jones

                                       Please exit the Chapel in silence.
                                   __________________________________

* — Those who are able, please stand         † — Latecomers may be seated
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GATHERING

Friends in Christ, at this time of year 
we remember the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lent is a time to prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need 

for repentance and change, 
and for the mercy and forgiveness 

proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
You are invited, therefore, in the name of Christ, 

to observe a holy Lent by self-examination and humility, 
by prayer and fasting, by works of love, 

and by reading and meditating on the Word of God.

OPENING SENTENCES Todd Jones

†VOLUNTARY Meditation on Wondrous Love Arr. McClure

†INTROIT Into the Woods My Master Went Text: Sidney Lanier
    Arr. Carol McClure

Into the woods my Master went, clean forspent,
Into the woods my Master came, forspent with love and shame.
But the olives they were not blind to Him.
The little grey leaves were kind to Him,
The thorn tree had a mind to Him, when into the woods He came.
Out of the woods my Master came and he was well content;
Out of the woods my Master came, content with death and shame.
When death and shame would woo Him last,
From under the trees they drew Him last,
’Twas on a tree they slew Him—last when out of the woods He came.
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*CALL TO WORSHIP Adam DeVries

Pastor:     The Lord invites us to return with our whole heart.
People:   We turn to God, 
                because God is gracious and merciful.
Pastor:     We have received the message of reconciliation,
People:   and we are now Christ’s ambassadors.
Pastor:     Indeed, the right time is now.
People:   The day of the Lord is coming.

*HYMN 166 ST. FLAVIAN
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

PRAYER OF PENITENCE Adam DeVries

Pastor: O God of Grace, have mercy on us. 
According to Your steadfast love, 
blot out our transgressions.  
When we pray because we desire others’ good opinion,

People: Forgive us, Lord.
Pastor: When we give our gifts for others’ approval,
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Pastor: When we deny ourselves to get others’ admiration,
People: Forgive us, Merciful One.
Pastor: When we fail to do unto others 

as we would like them to do unto us,
People: Forgive us, Spirit of Love.
Pastor: When we put our privileged selves first,

before the poor and needy and disadvantaged of this world,
People: Forgive us, Creator of Truth.
Pastor: When we keep for ourselves more than what we need,
People: Forgive us, Give-Away God. 
Pastor: Forgive us our sins and trespasses and debts. 
All: Only then can our souls be washed 

clean and spotless.
Only then can we be Your true servants.
Only then will we reach the pure heart of the matter.
Amen.   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Todd Jones

Spare Your people, O Lord. 
Remember their making.
Remember that we are but dust, 
save for Your Spirit placed within us. 
Speak Your Word once more through the Holy Spirit 
that the dry bones of our dusty lives 
might rise with renewed vigor 
to proclaim Your praise, now and forevermore. 
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 51:1-17, page 520

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

MEDITATION Todd Jones
What God Will Not Despise

ANTHEM Shaw/Parker
What Wondrous Love

What wondrous love is this, O my soul?
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.
When I was sinking down, O my soul. 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great “I am,” 
while millions join the theme, I will sing.
And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul.
And through eternity I’ll sing on.


