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The Atlantic Magazine
includes an article in this issue
that is fascinating. It is entitled
“Awesomeness is Everything.”
We use the term “awesome”
almost as slang.  It turns out
that “awe” is a very healthy and
life-giving emotion to
experience. Did you know that

“awe” is the second biggest cause
of goose-bumps? Only being

cold beats it! Psychologists who have conducted research
on the experience of awe describe it “as the experience
of encountering something so vast — in size, skill, beauty,
intensity, etc. — that we struggle to comprehend it.” The
view from a mountaintop, or perhaps a waterfall,
childbirth, or a sunset, might induce a sense of awe.
Beauty has always had a way of inspiring in us a sense of
awe, whether it is natural beauty or some work of art.
Awe comes upon us when something is so vast, beautiful,
or intense that it eludes our ability fully to comprehend
what we are seeing or feeling. 

What psychologists have discovered is that even if the
source of awe is earthly, it often leads us to spiritual
places. In one set of studies, subjects watching nature
videos experienced awe. This then increased tolerance for
uncertainty which led to stronger belief in God and an
openness to the supernatural. One interesting finding,
among both religious and nonreligious subjects, was that
vastness, an experience very close to awe, expands our
worldview and shrinks our ego. These makes religious
people feel a greater sense of oneness with others, and
this leads them to a more universal appreciation of the
human family. It also makes people kinder. Researchers
found that inducing awe by placing people amidst a
grove of tall trees increased generosity among them, in
part by “stoking feelings of a small self.” Awe also makes
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FEBRUARY 26, 2017
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
“Mount of Transfiguration”

Matthew 17:1-9
Psalm 99

Todd Jones
Pastor

THE FIVE THIRTY
“Leah”

Josh Rodriguez

MARCH 5, 2017
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

“Tempted”
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Matthew 4:1-11

Todd Jones
Pastor

THE FIVE THIRTY
“Who are You to Us”

Ashley Higgins

The sermon is available under the tab “Media” on our website immediately after the service on Sundays.

World Day of Prayer
March 3

Collision of Race and Sports
in the South
March 15

First Friends Celebrates
Cheekwood

Thursday, March 16

Look inside
for important
Lenten Season

Dates

UPCOMING EVENTS

Collision of Race and Sports in the South
March 15 at 6:00 p.m.

Andrew Maraniss, a local Presbyterian from a
family of strong Church of Christ faith, tells a
sobering and inspiring account of Perry Wallace,
the first black basketball player in the SEC. Strong
Inside is his powerful book about Wallace’s
experience.

“Think what Perry did. He was being pushed
and shoved and he took an elbow smack in the
face, and the crowd cheered as he bled and
walked off the court. . . but he came back and
wanted to get in the game. Is it not
condescending in a way to refer to the dignity
in which he carried himself? It was so much
more than that.”

— Bill LeFevor, Vanderbilt basketball teammate of Perry Wallace
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The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

Sympathy
Our church family extends prayers and

sympathy to the following during their
time of loss. 

Steve Andrews on the death of his wife,
Jeannette Simpson Andrews who died on January 23.

Julienne Ngoma on the death of her husband,
Clement Masiala who died on February 3. Sympathy to
Nancy (Zouky) Mapangala, Nephtalie, David, Julianna &
Joyce Mapangala.

Mirabel Weriwoh on the death of her cousin,
Honorine Ngwamafor who died on February 8.

Sandy Welborn on the death of her husband,
Sam Welborn who died on February 9. 

Martha Peery on the death of her brother,
Hubert D. Clemmons who died on February 10. 

Gina (Emmett) Russell on the death of her brother,
David Wells Lockyear who died on February 10.
Sympathy to Sabrina, Hawkins & Ruby Mae Russell.

John (Carol) Wallace, II on the death of John’s mother-
in-law, Barbara Eichinger who died on February 15.

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the

congregation and God, the following
persons claimed God’s covenant promise
throu  gh the Sacrament of Baptism.

Jennifer & Max Fuller presented their daughter,
Elizabeth Maxwell Fuller, for baptism on February 5.
Assisting Elder was Nan Russell.

Kathy Cloud presented her daughter,
Avery Elizabeth Cloud, for baptism on February 12.
Assisting Elder was Les Coble. 

Kaylee & David Wilson presented their son,
Ryer Danner Wilson, for baptism on February 12.
Assisting Elder was Jimmy Webb. Congratulations to
grandparents, Sissy & Bill Wilson.

Congratulations
Our church family congratulates the

following people during their new birth. 

Jake & Alice Griffin welcome a daughter,
Olivia Grace Griffin, who was born on February 3.
Congratulations to grandparents, Bill & Felice Oldacre,
John & Marsha Griffin and Alice Ann Barge.

an impact upon our sense of time by making those who
experience it feel that time is more plentiful. This increases
life satisfaction and even encourages people to donate their
time to charitable activities. 

I have stood upon mountains and at the ocean’s edge
and experienced what the poet called “God’s grandeur,” a
profound sense of awe. I have also experienced awe by
encountering God through the Scriptures or in worship.
This past Sunday, when our choir did Mozart’s Laudate
Dominum, and I listened to the sound of that beautiful
violin fill our Sanctuary, I was, in the words of Charles
Wesley, “lost in wonder, love and praise.” Entering our
Sanctuary can fill me with a sense of awe, overcome by the
simple beauty of its architecture. I know something of the
Psalmist’s wonder, when he cries, “How precious to me are
thy thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I
could count them, they are more than the sand. When I
awake, I am still with thee.” (Psalm 139:17,18) “When I
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
and the stars which thou hast established; what is man that
thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that dost care
for him?” (Psalm 8:3,4)

This summer, Connie and I ate dinner with a retired
astronaut who went up into space four times, spending
months at one point on the International Space Station. He
said there is nothing he has ever seen that is more beautiful
than the earth from space. “I don’t know how anyone
could see what I have seen and not believe in a Creator,”
he quietly mused one night over dinner. Feeling a
profound connection in that moment, I was filled again
with a sense of awe. God is so good and so full of beauty!

Peace and Love,

Listening and Shar  ing
in Small Groups

Small groups encourage children to share together and to
listen with intentionality. Our Galatians group (first grade) has
been learning about the Sacrament of Baptism as part of their
Milestone for this year. They gathered on January 8 with their families to hear Pastor Todd talk about the meaning of baptism and
the symbols on the Baptismal font.  

In the weeks following, they met in small groups to explore different aspects, stories and symbols of baptism. The conversations
were rich as groups members shared together.



My VBS Experience: Sarah Ward
I participated in VBS my first

summer as a member of my FPC and
have every summer since then. It was
then and still is such a great way to
serve and meet people. I have
continued to make new church friends,
both young and old, every summer. It’s
inspiring to see people bring their time

and talents together to make this magical week happen for our
children. It is teamwork at its best and it’s FUN! Once the week
kicks off, my favorite part is probably walking into The
Gathering Place on any given day to the sights and sounds of our
children dancing and singing songs of praise.
They all love the music, and I love how these
wonderful messages of God’s never-ending love
for them get etched onto their little hearts and
brains. It is a fun and heartwarming week and if
you haven’t participated in the past, please come
and join us! 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Retreats Strengthen Faith 
On January 28, fifth graders of our church met together to explore and practice the Six Great Ends of the church. They are

to proclaim the gospel, nurture fellowship, worship together and share Gospel truth. The day was spent having fun together,
worshipping and making new friends. As part of the retreat, the tweens traveled to Preston Taylor Ministries to share lunch,
read with new friends and play games. They also planned and led worship for their families following dinner. They shared the
gospel message as they wrote prayers of confession and shared what scripture meant to them. 

Our fourth graders met on February 4 for a morning retreat to celebrate their connectedness and explore ways they are
connected to this community of faith. They looked at milestones they have completed on their faith journey and remembered
their baptism using water as a sensory cue. They chose a scripture that they want to learn by heart, and they created a gift for
children at Preston Taylor Ministries. The day ended with lunch fellowship and a blessing around the circle!

Connecting with our College Students
Anna Wheeler and Josh Rodriquez have been on a Barnabas trip

visiting college students this past week. They visited Sewanee
(University of the South), Furman University, The University of
Georgia, The University of
Tennessee. Here is what one student
had to say about their visit:

“Thank you guys so so much for
coming, you made my night!
Everyone is shocked that a youth
ministry team would ever invest this
much in college students, and I have
been explaining how amazing our
church is and how you all have
helped shape me into the person I
am today. I cannot thank you all
enough for supporting me, pursuing
me intentionally, and showing me
continuously what it looks like to follow the lord with an open heart.
So here’s to you all and all the amazing things that the lord is doing
through first pres and everyone who contributes to its community.
Stay golden!”



The symbolic action of placing the ashes on the forehead proclaims our recognition 
of our personal mortality and sinfulness, and acknowledges our need for Christ’s saving grace.

March 1: Ash Wednesday — 6:30 P.M. in Stanford Chapel; Dinner at 5:30 P.M. in Courtenay Hall
                    March 5: 1st Sunday in Lent
                    March 12: 2nd Sunday in Lent
                    March 19: 3rd Sunday in Lent
                    March 26: 4th Sunday in Lent
                    April 2: 5th Sunday in Lent

April 9: Passion/Palm Sunday — Holy Week Begins; 8:00 and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary;
The Five Thirty in The Gathering Place

April 13: Maundy Thursday; Dinner at 5:30 P.M.; Communion Service at 6:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary
April 14: Good Friday Service at 12:00 P.M. in Stanford Chapel

Service of Tenebrae at 7:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary
April 16: Easter Sunday — Sunrise Service at 6:30 A.M. in the Columbarium, complimentary

breakfast following in Courtenay Hall (free, no reservations needed); Easter Services at 8:00 A.M.,
9:30 A.M., 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in The Gathering Place

Stanford Chapel will be opened for a time of private prayer from 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Prayer
guides will be available for you to use, if you wish. 

The World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical initiative
celebrated annually in over 170 countries each year on the first
Friday in March. As we observe World Day of Prayer 2017, we
remember the significant needs of God’s people and hold them up
to God for God’s healing and for the provision of their needs. May
we be instruments of God’s love and peace in our prayers and in
our actions. 

In late 2016, Forks & Fellowship dinner groups
were created to encourage community in our church
family with friendly conversation over a tasty meal.
We are pleased to announce that we have strong
attendance in many groups! These groups have
enjoyed cooking for each other and sharing life
experiences. Each month, these groups receive a

monthly theme with tips about restaurants to try, a menu with recipes to enjoy, and a blessing to
share. If you are interested in joining or creating a group, visit the “Events” section of our website.

It has been rewarding to get familiar with
more than just faces. Sharing life stories

and reflections is a good way to transform
acquaintances into friendships.

— Pam King

Forks and Fellowship is an opportunity to meet
other church members in similar phases of life
over dinner. Whether eating at someone's home

or at a local restaurant, this is an exciting
opportunity to build fellowship and expand
your circle of friends within the church.

— Allen Callison

Fun, food and fellowship have been in
abundance as we’ve had the opportunity to

connect with a small group of church
members. This has helped us to make new
friends and to develop deeper friendships

with some folks we already knew.

— Mary and Brock Baker 
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World Day of Prayer is Friday, March 3

8:00 and 11:00 A.M. in the
Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in

The Gathering Place




