
MARCH 26, 2017
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 and 11:00 AM

GATHERING

OPENING SENTENCES                                                     Todd Jones

†VOLUNTARY                      Choral Dorien                            Jehan Alain

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   (8:30) Adam DeVries
                                                                                     (11:00) Stuart Gordon

Pastor: The Lord is merciful and gracious,
People: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to sing praises to Thy name, O Most High;
People: To declare Thy steadfast love in the morning, 

and Thy faithfulness by night.

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 826           CRUCIFER
Lift High the Cross

†WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP Todd Jones

MINUTE FOR MISSION Youth Mission Trip

CALL TO CONFESSION (8:30) Adam DeVries
(11:00) Stuart Gordon

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, Who comes to us in the midst of time, 
we thank You for our senses, 
for the capacity to listen, to see, 
to touch and to taste Your goodness and grace.  
Forgive us for the times when listening, we failed to hear, 
or seeing, we failed to recognize truths and wisdom 
You were seeking to reveal to us.  
Open our eyes and ears, our minds and muscles, 
our hands and hearts to receive Your beauty and truth.  
Then may these blessings make us more aware 
of Your presence in all times, all places and all seasons.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(A moment for silent confession.)

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison



ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE           Gloria Patri               Hymn 581

                                   THE WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                      (8:30) Adam DeVries
                                                                                     (11:00) Stuart Gordon

‡    Children ages 4 and 5 are invited to Young Children and Worship
in Room CW-110.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                     Todd Jones
Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning:
Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,
that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS         Old Testament: I Samuel 16:1-13, page 259
                                                       New Testament: John 9:13-41, page 102

Pastor:      The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PREPARATION (seated)                                         LAND OF REST
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

SERMON                                                                         Todd Jones
On Hearing and Seeing God

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                 (8:30) Sandra Randleman
                                                                             (11:00) Mary Sellers Shaw
                             The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)        Hymnal Page 35

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                           
                                             (Traditional - debts)                Hymnal Page 35



OFFERTORY                                                                                             
(8:30)                                God So Loved the World Bob Chilcott

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son 
that whoso believeth, believeth in Him, 
should not perish but have everlasting life.

(11:00)                           Greater Love Hath No Man                 John Ireland
Many waters cannot quench Love, 
neither can the floods drown it.
Love is strong as death.
Greater Love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Who His own Self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus;
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, that ye should shew forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness, into His marvelous light.
I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies, a living sacrifice, 
holy, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.

*PRESENTATION AND RESPONSE Doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT 649                                         AMAZING GRACE

Amazing Grace

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                   Todd Jones

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 547                                  AR HYD Y NOS
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own,
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.

The congregation will be seated for a moment of silent prayer 
after the Congregational Response.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                                            Jehan Alain
Litanies

*— Those who are able, please stand         † — Latecomers may be seated

Please silence your cell phone as you enter the sanctuary.



PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Todd Jones, Pastor
Adam DeVries, Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families
Stuart Gordon, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Sandra Randleman, 
    Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions
Mary Sellers Shaw, Seminary Student Intern
Caroline Stanley, Cross Bearer
Raphael Bundage, Director of Music
Nicholas Bergin, Organist
Rhonda Swanson, Assistant Organist
Keith Moore, Sanctuary Chorale Conductor
(8:30) Claire Boling, Soprano; 
(11:00) Keith Moore, Bass; Daphne Garey, Soprano

n FLOWERS on the chancel table are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of J. Fred Tarkington, Jr. by his family.

n MUSIC NOTE — The French organist and composer Jehan Alain lived
in the first part of the 20th century; he was killed in battle during World
War II. Litanies – his most famous composition and today’s postlude – is
based on a repeating, chant-like theme. Alain inscribed the work with the
following quote: “When, in its distress, the Christian soul can find no more
words to invoke God’s mercy, it repeats endlessly the same litany…for
reason has reached its limit; only faith can take one further.”

n FELLOWSHIP, COFFEE & DONUTS — Please join us between services
downstairs in Courtenay Hall for coffee and donuts.

n ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES — Hearing devices, large-
print hymnals, large-print bulletins, and large-print Bibles are located in
the narthex across from the Welcome Center. If anyone has a need or
disability requiring assistance or accommodation for any church activity,
please contact the church office at 615-383-1815.

n LIVE STREAM IN COURTENAY HALL — Each of the Sunday morning
worship services is streamed live in Courtenay Hall.

n HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? — Prayer request cards can be found in
the pews and deposited in the offering plate or the Prayer Request Boxes,
located in the narthex on the southeast wall and at the Hospitality
Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up prayer requests to God.

TODAY AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome! — First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the
name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are delighted you
have chosen to join us. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest,
please note your attendance today in the fellowship pad found in your pew.

Guests— Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card so that we may
more personally welcome you into community. We also invite you to visit
the Welcome Center in the church narthex for additional information or if
you are interested in becoming a member. There, you may visit with one
of our elders, staff or pastors. You may also contact the church office at
615-383-1815, and we will be happy to answer any questions you may
have. 



n SERMONS can be found on our website at fpcnashville.org.

Make new Worship Friends. Introduce people to one another 
at the end of the service.

n THE FIVE THIRTY — Stuart Gordon will preach tonight, Can You Stay
With Me? Nursery care is available for children six weeks to three years.

n LISTENING ACROSS THE LINES OF RACE — On Wednesday Nights
beginning March 29, the Rev. Warner Durnell will lead a community
discussion of race in America, using feature films and documentaries that
dramatize the experiences of African Americans in our land. We’ll be
joined by members of the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church of Nashville
and their Commissioned Lay Pastor, Leonard Jordan. St. Andrews is a
predominately black congregation, and Warner was its pastor before
becoming our Presbytery Executive. 

If you’ve watched the news and been vexed by the state of conversations
over race in the U.S., please make time to be a part of this interesting
program and discussion. The feature film for discussion on March 29 is
“42,” about the racial integration of American professional baseball player
Jackie Robinson.

A buffet dinner is available beginning at 5:00 P.M.; program begins at 6:00
P.M. Please make reservations for dinner; 615-383-1815. Cost: $8.00 for
adults; $4:00 for children 3-12; children 2 and under are free. Family
maximum of $24.00.

n HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE                                                                           
• Passion/Palm Sunday: Sunday, April 9, at 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.

in the Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in The Gathering Place.
• Maundy Thursday: April 13 at 6:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary         

(dinner is at 5:30 P.M. in Courtenay Hall)
• Good Friday: April 14 at 12:00 P.M. in Stanford Chapel and       

Service of Tenebrae at 7:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary.
• Easter: April 16, 6:30 A.M. in the Columbarium (complimentary

breakfast following in Courtenay Hall); 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 A.M.
in the Sanctuary; The Five Thirty in The Gathering Place.

n EASTER MEMORIALS — A memorial fund has been established for
chancel and sanctuary flowers during Easter. Please send your
contribution, along with the name(s) of loved ones to be memorialized, to
Cindy Bozman in the church office no later than Monday, April 3. Please
note that names will not be carried forward from previous Advent or
Easter Memorial publications

n CONCERT ON APRIL 9, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. — The Sanctuary Choir and the
Nashville Symphony will perform J.S. Bach’s Mass in B Minor on Palm
Sunday. The Mass in B Minor – Bach’s last major artistic undertaking – is
arguably his greatest offering to the glory of God. The concert is free and
open to the public.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



n JUNE RAMSAY CLASS — Victor Judge, Assistant Dean for Academic
Affairs, Vanderbilt Divinity School, will lead the June Ramsey Class in
observing Lent the month of March through the study of four Eudora Welty
resurrection stories. Class begins at 9:45 A.M. in the living room of the Cheek
House. Everyone is welcome. 

n SPRING INQUIRERS’ CLASS — April 23 and 30, and May 7, 14 and 21,
during the Sunday School hour (9:45 – 10:45 A.M.) in the Jones Session Room
(MW-203 on the second floor of the Ministry Wing). If you are interested in
uniting with First Presbyterian Church as members or just wish to learn
more about the history and mission of our church and the Presbyterian
Church, you are invited to attend. Registration is not necessary. For more
information, call the church at 615-383-1815 or Rev. Sandra Randleman at
615-298-9502.

n PREPARING TO SING FOR PALM SUNDAY — Now is a great time to join
choir! All choir groups are beginning to learn hymns for the 11:00 A.M. service
on April 9. Visit the website for rehearsal dates and to register. 

n SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES AND CAMPS — Are you looking for
opportunities for your children this summer? We offer Oak Hill Day Camp,
Vacation Bible School, Mission Camp and Early Preschool Passport to
Adventure. Visit our website for more information.

n UPCOMING SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES (sign up and volunteer online): 
      •     Mission Camp (rising 4th-6th grade): July 17-20
      •     Early Preschool Passport to Adventure (age 2-5): June – July
      •     Vacation Bible School (age 4-rising 3rd): June 26-29 

n MOTHER AND INFANT QUIET ROOM — Mothers of infants who need a
quiet place for nursing or calming babies are welcome to use the Quiet Room
located by Courtenay Hall and our Bookstore. 

n OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN DURING OUR WORSHIP SERVICES
• Young Children & Worship: Children who are age 4, 5 or 6 (not in

1st grade) are invited. After the children come up for Children’s Time
or a baptism during the 8:30 and 11:00 A.M. worship services, they
will exit the Sanctuary and go to room CW-110. Parents are welcome
to join their child or stay for the remainder of the service.

• Nursery Care for children six weeks – three years is available
during 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. worship services and Sunday School from
9:45 – 10:45. Ask an Elder or Deacon to help you locate the
Children’s Hospitality Center. 

For more Children’s Ministry info, contact Deb O’Brien
at 615-298-9582 or dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES MINISTRY



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

n EAST AFRICA MISSION TRIP — This trip will help support Stu Ross of
the Outreach Foundation in the construction of Presbyterian churches,
schools and rescue centers in Kenya. We will help with completion and
dedication of two churches and enjoy two days of safari time. Tentative
travel dates: July 21 – August 3. Cost: $3,500-$4,000 per person. Deadline
is April 1. If interested, contact Mike Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org
or 615-298-9593

n CUBA MISSION TRIP — July 22-30; This Young Adult trip will partner
with our sister church in Veradero to build upon the longstanding
relationships and support of the ministry in Cuba. We will spend time
learning from the Cuban church and attending their summer camp for
young adults. Cost is $1,600. Deadline is NOW. If interested, contact Mike
Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9593. 

For Mission Ministry info, email Mike Crout at
missions@fpcnashville.org.

n WEDNESDAY NIGHT JAM — JH youth are invited to dinner with Anna
at 5:30 P.M. and enjy the program from 6:00 – 7:00 P.M. in The Gathering
Place.

n SENIOR BANQUET — 6:30 P.M. in Courtenay Hall on Monday, April 10.

n 9TH GRADE LASER QUEST — 2:00 P.M. on Saturday, April 22. 

n VOLUNTEER LEADER APPRECIATION DINNER — Saturday, April 29.  

n UPCOMING GRADE LEVEL TRIPS (SIGN UP ONLINE!)
      • Senior High Mission Trip to West Virginia: June 4-9
      (Seniors leave June 2)
      • Junior High/Barefoot Republic: June 11-17
      • Senior Mystery Trip: June 19-25

For Youth Ministry info, contact 615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.

n SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES (meet at 9:45 A.M.)
      • Young Adult Sunday School (L-201) led by Steve and

Mary Lee Bartlett, Warner McNeilly and Allison Milam.
      • Family Fellowship (L-203) led by Allen Callison and 
      Philip Leach.

For Young Adult Ministry info, email ahiggins@fpcnashville.org. 

YOUNG ADULT & COLLEGE MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

MISSION MINISTRY



4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220
(615) 383-1815  www.fpcnashville.org


