
NOVEMBER 19, 2017
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

8:30 and 11:00 AM
GATHERING

OPENING SENTENCES                                                     Todd Jones

†VOLUNTARY                 Nun danket alle Gott                           J.S. Bach
                                     (Now Thank We All Our God)

†INTROIT (11:00)           Now We Give Thanks                Mark Patterson

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     Sandra Randleman
Leader: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
People: the world and those who dwell therein;
Leader: for God has founded it on the seas,
People: and established it on the rivers.
Leader: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
People: And who shall stand in God’s holy place?
Leader: Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
People: who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 

and do not swear deceitfully.                      (Psalm 24:1–4)

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 624                                                          TOULON
I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art

†WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP       Todd Jones

CALL TO CONFESSION                                             Sandra Randleman

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, Creator of all things, seen and unseen, 
we come to this place again to speak a word of truth, 
to reflect once again upon our lives, 
to be honest about how we are living them. 
This week we have prayed too little, and worried too much. 
We have wasted precious moments on matters that are trivial, 
and neglected people and priorities 
that are among the most important realities in our lives. 
We have thought too much about ourselves, 
failing once again to center our lives 
in Your grace and goodness. 
Grant us in these moments to rediscover the joy of prayer, 
to find that freedom that comes from honest confession, 
and to be reminded once again 
of how eager You are to listen to our prayers, 
to hear our confessions, 
and to grant us forgiveness and mercy to begin anew.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. 
(A moment for silent confession.)



LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE           Gloria Patri               Hymn 581

                     THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Children are invited to come to the front for the Baptism.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                              (8:30) Todd Jones
Mary and Hunter Oldacre are presenting their daughter, Catherine
Chandler Oldacre, for baptism. Assisting Elder: Phil Martin

                                                                                          (11:00) Todd Jones
Amanda and Mo Littleford are presenting their son, Fitz Morgan
Littleford III, for baptism. Assisting Elder: Bryant Tirrill

†HYMN FOR BAPTISM TALLIS’ CANON

‡    Children who are age 4, 5 or 6 (not in 1st grade) are invited to 
Young Children and Worship in Room CW-110.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                     Todd Jones
Gracious God, 
we do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from Your mouth.
Make us hungry for this heavenly food,
that it may nourish us today
in the ways of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                            Abby Vorhaus
                                                                              Genesis 25:19–26, page 21

Leader:     The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                               Todd Jones
                                                                                  Luke 15:11–32, page 78

Pastor:      The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.



SERMON                                                                         Todd Jones
                                  The Parable of the Prodigal God

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                    Stuart Gordon
                                   The Apostles’ Creed              Hymnal, page 35

OFFERTORY
(8:30)                         Children of the Heavenly Father    Paul Christiansen

Children of the heav’nly Father safely in His bosom gather; 
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given.  
God his own doth tend and nourish; in His holy courts they flourish.  
From all evil things He spares them, in His mighty arms He bears them. 
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord His children sever;
unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth.  
Though He giveth or He taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh, 
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy. 

(11:00)                 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  Arr. Mack Wilberg
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.
Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood. 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

*PRESENTATION AND RESPONSE Doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   Todd Jones
     INVITATION TO THE TABLE                                                                    

    WORDS OF INSTITUTION

    SURSUM CORDA (Lift Up Your Hearts)

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION



    THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) Hymnal, page 35

    SERVING OF THE ELEMENTS Todd Jones and Stuart Gordon

If able, please hold the cup until all have been served.
All communion bread is gluten-free.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

SENDING FORTH

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT 22                                                         ROEDER
God of the Sparrow

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                   Todd Jones

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 547                                  AR HYD Y NOS
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing, you are My own.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                                  Sigfrid Karg-Elert
March triomphale: Nun danket alle Gott

* Those who are able, please stand.               † Latecomers may be seated.
Please silence your cell phone as you enter the sanctuary.

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Todd Jones, Pastor
Stuart Gordon, Executive Pastor
Sandra Randleman, 
    Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions
Raphael Bundage, Director of Music
Nicholas Bergin, Organist
Rhonda Swanson, Assistant Organist
Cross Bearer: Riley Jorgenson
Bible Bearer: Jacob Kirkpatrick
(8:30) Baptism Buddy: Daviss Coble
(8:30) Worship Helper: Evelyn Barrett
(11:00) Baptism Buddy: Hattie Funk
(11:00) Worship Helper: Drew Couden
(8:30) Sanctuary Chorale: Keith Moore, Conductor
(11:00) Sanctuary Choir: Raphael Bundage, Conductor
Hosanna and Doxology Children’s Choirs: Jerry Monds, Conductor

Welcome! — First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the
name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are delighted you
have chosen to join us. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest,
please note your attendance today in the fellowship pad found in your pew.

Guests— Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card so that we may
more personally welcome you into community. We also invite you to visit
the Welcome Center in the church narthex for additional information or if
you are interested in becoming a member. There, you may visit with one
of our elders, staff or pastors. You may also contact the church office at
615-383-1815, and we will be happy to answer any questions you may
have. 



n FLOWERS on the chancel table are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Barbara and Charley Gill by their family.
n FLOWERS in the Narthex are given to the glory of God and in celebration
of the marriage of Pamela Tyson and Brian Austin.
n THE ANTIQUE SILVER EWER on the Communion Table was given to First
Presbyterian Church as a gift from Florence Stumb Davis on the occasion of
the 61st anniversary of her marriage to William Lipscomb Davis Jr. 
n FELLOWSHIP, COFFEE & DONUTS — Please join us between services
downstairs in Courtenay Hall for coffee and donuts.
n ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES — Hearing devices, large-
print hymnals, large-print bulletins and large-print Bibles are located in
the narthex across from the Welcome Center. If anyone has a need or
disability requiring assistance or accommodation for any church activity,
please contact the church office at 615-383-1815.
n LIVE STREAM IN COURTENAY HALL — Each of the Sunday morning
worship services is streamed live in Courtenay Hall.
n HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? — Prayer request cards can be found in
the pews and deposited in the offering plate or the prayer request boxes,
located in the narthex on the southeast wall and at the Hospitality
Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up prayer requests to God.
n SERMONS can be found on our website at fpcnashville.org.

Smile! “This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24)

n THE FIVE THIRTY — Stuart Gordon is preaching Exodus 3 tonight in
The Gathering Place. Nursery care: six weeks to age three.
n HOLY COMMUNION will be observed today, November 19, at the 8:30,
11:00 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. worship services. Prepare your hearts to celebrate
this sign of Christ’s love.
n HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS — The church offices will be closed
Wednesday–Friday, November 22, 23 & 24 for the Thanksgiving holiday.
n MEMORIAL FLOWERS FOR ADVENT — A memorial fund has been
established for chancel and Sanctuary flowers during Advent. Please send
your contribution and the name(s) of those to be memorialized to the
church office by December 8. You may also contribute online by clicking
Register/Payments on the bottom of our home page.
n STEWARDSHIP BREAKFAST — Join us today between services to enjoy
fellowship with other members, to understand how stewardship gifts are
used for the outreach of our ministries, and to hear inspiring words from
Todd Jones about “Costly Grace, Costly Gratitude.”
n RISE AGAINST HUNGER! On Monday, November 20, from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M.
in the Enrichment Center, we will pack 30,000 meals to be distributed to
those in need. This intergenerational, hands-on event promises to be
immensely fun and rewarding for all who participate.
n THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE — On Wednesday, November 22, at 5:30
P.M. in the Stanford Chapel, join your church family to give thanks and
praise to God for our many blessings. Todd Jones will preach.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



n THANKSGIVING LUNCH — On Thursday, November 23, at 12:30 P.M., join
us for a potluck lunch in The Gathering Place. Make reservations to
hospitality@fpcnashville.org. 
n ADVENT VESPERS — Join us on November 29 and December 13 at 6:00
P.M. in the Sanctuary chancel. We’ll sing Advent songs of anticipation, reflect
on the promise of the season, and prepare ourselves for the joy of Christmas.
Dinner is available beginning at 5:00 P.M. in Courtenay Hall. Cost is $8 for
adults, $4 for children age 3 to 12, free for children age two and under, $5 for
soup & salad only. Family maximum is $22. Register for dinner on our
website.
           n ANNUAL ADVENT BREAKFASTS — Wednesday, December 6, 13 and 20 at
7:00 A.M. in Courtenay Hall. Speakers for the breakfasts are: Todd Jones on
December 6, Stuart Gordon on December 13, and Bill Caruso on December
20. Cost for breakfast is $5 per person.
           n CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING — On Wednesday, December 6, join us for a
pancake supper at 5:00 P.M. in Courtenay Hall (please register online),
followed by caroling and a candle lighting. Enjoy hot chocolate outside while
we light the Christmas Tree at 6:30 P.M. in front of the Sanctuary!
n A PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CHRISTMAS — Please join us Tuesday,
December 12, for a morning of hope and joy. There will be a program at 10:30
A.M. in the Sanctuary with lunch following in Courtenay Hall at 11:30 A.M.
Cost is $20. Visit the Events section of the website for more information.

n CONGRATULATIONS — The First Presbyterian Church family
congratulates:

• Emily and Park Vestal, on the birth of their son, Charles
Robertson Vestal, born on July 3. 

• Abbi & Josh Rodriguez, on the birth of their daughter, Everly Kay
Rodriguez, born on November 11. 

n CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS — For 16 years, we have provided
comfort and joy to Davidson County children in foster care during the
Christmas season. Beginning November 26, in Courtenay Hall between
services, you can select Christmas wish list(s) for these children (includes
age, clothing sizes, and requested gifts). Gifts must be returned no later than
December 17. You may also serve as a last-minute Angel Shopper for
children placed into emergency foster care shortly before Christmas. Lists of
gifts needed for this can also be viewed in Courtenay Hall between the
services. If you have questions, contact Sue Fort White at
suefortwhite@ourkidscenter.com or 615-383-5400.
           n DOWNTOWN PRESBYTERIAN WAFFLE SHOP — Thursday, December 7,
from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Tickets are $8 when bought in advance, $10 at
the door. Free parking available for the event. Tickets can be purchased at
our Hospitality Desk during office hours. Downtown Presbyterian Church
needs volunteers to help as servers. Volunteers are asked to arrive by
10:00 A.M. Contact missions@fpcnashville.org to volunteer. 
           n SERVE WHILE YOU SLEEP — Room In The Inn needs overnight hosts on
Wednesday nights from 5:30 P.M. to 6:00 A.M. (with a leader’s assistance). We
also need van drivers, laundry help, breakfasts and sandwiches (dropped off
the night before). Sign up in Courtenay Hall or online. 

For more Mission Ministry info, contact Mike Crout
at 615-298-9593 or missions@fpcnashville.org.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY

MISSION MINISTRY



n BOOK DISCUSSION — On Thurday, November 30, at 2:00 P.M., Todd
Jones will lead a book discussion on Ordinary Grace by William Kent
Krueger in the Memorial Library. Reservations are not necessary.

n BELLE MEADE PLANTATION CARRIAGE HOUSE DINING TOUR —
December 18, 9:30 A.M to 2:00 P.M. Cost is $39. Our tour of the mansion,
which will be decorated in its Christmas glory, will be led by a costumed
guide. In addition to the mansion tour, the dairy, horse stable, carriage
house, mausoleum, gardens, and log cabin will be available for touring.
Our sit-down Christmas dinner will be served in the Carriage House.

For more Older Adult Ministry info, contact Brenda Geise
at 615-298-9515 or bgeise@fpcnashville.org.

n FAMILY ADVENT FUN: WHAT’S IN A TRADITION? — On December 3, from
3:30 to 5:15 P.M., you are invited to join other families as we fellowship
together around the Advent themes of love, hope, joy and peace. We will
create items like Advent calendars and wreaths to help your family
prepare for the arrival of Jesus on Christmas Day. We will enjoy grilled
cheese sandwiches and soup together. Please register your family online.

n NO CHOIR REHEARSAL — Children’s Choirs will not rehearse Sunday,
November 19 or November 26. We will resume rehearsal on Sunday,
December 3, from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M. in Grundy Hall, as we prepare for
Christmas Eve.

n MOTHER AND INFANT QUIET ROOM — Mothers of infants who need a
quiet place for nursing or calming babies are welcome to use the Quiet Room
located by Courtenay Hall and our Bookstore. 

n OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN DURING OUR WORSHIP SERVICES
• Children’s Bulletin, Sermon Sheet & Worship Bag: All children

are encouraged to use these to stay engaged during the service.
These are located both in the Narthex and at the Pulpit Entrance. 

• Young Children & Worship: Children who are age 4, 5 or 6 (not in
1st grade) are invited. After the children come up during worship
services for Children’s Time or a Baptism, they will exit the
Sanctuary and go to Room CW-110. Parents are welcome to join
their child or stay for the remainder of the service.

• Nursery Care for children six weeks to three years is available
during 8:30 & 11:00 services and Sunday School from 9:45 to 10:45.
Ask an Elder/Deacon to help you locate the Children’s Hospitality
Center. 

For more Children’s Ministry info, contact Deb O’Brien
at 615-298-9582 or dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND NURSERY

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY



4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220
(615) 383-1815  www.fpcnashville.org

n GRADE-LEVEL SMALL GROUPS are meeting weekly, and it is not too late
to join! Questions? Check the website or call Kody at (334) 399-3159.

n CHRISTMAS PARTIES! Watch your email for an invitation!
• 7th Grade: December 3, 3:00 to 4:30 P.M. at the home of 

Mary Virginia Sullivan.
• 8th Grade: December 3, 3:30 to 5:00 P.M. at the home of 

Braden Ziegler.
• 9th Grade: December 2, 7:30 to 9:00 P.M. at the home of Neva and

Frank Bass.
• 10th Grade: December 3, 3:30 to 5:00 P.M. at the home of 

Annie Griffin.
• 11th Grade: December 3, 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. at the home of 

Jackson Singer.
• 12th Grade: December 10, 4:00 to 5:15 P.M. at the home of 

Grace Rader.

n PRE-PARTY YOUTH SUNDAY PLANNING will be from 3:00 to 4:00 P.M. with
seniors at the Raders’ house with Adam on December 10.

For Youth Ministry info, contact
615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.

CENTER & COVENANT

n PRESTON TAYLOR GAME NIGHT on November 30. Are you looking for
ways to serve together? Grab some friends, your spouse and/or your kids
to eat dinner and play board games with the students at Preston Taylor
Ministries. 

n YOUNG ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY on December 15.  

n THE FIVE THIRTY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT on December 17.

n MARRIAGE RETREAT on February 2–3. Save the date!

COLLEGE

n COLLEGE SUNDAY SCHOOL begins December 17.

n COLLEGE CHRISTMAS PARTY on December 20. More details to come!

For Young Adult Ministry info, contact
615-298-9598 or jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY


