
Some of you may have read the
article in The Tennessean on the return
of John Lewis to Nashville this past
November, remembering his role as a
seminarian at American Baptist College
in the civil rights lunch counter sit-ins
in our city.  Lewis, of course, is a deeply
respected congressman today, and a part
of his visit focused upon his warmth
and welcome toward all manner of
people—those who share his political
and party affiliations, and those who do

not.  Lewis has always been a man who seeks to live out his
convictions in the way he treats others, and as such, he is a great
example and truly a living hero.  His memoir, Across That Bridge,
speaks powerfully of the faith in God that has always motivated and
animated John Lewis:  “There is one question people ask me more
than any other:  How did you do it?  How did you hold to
nonviolence when a pounding wall of vicious hate was pushing
through you like waves of fire during the protests and sit-ins of the
civil rights movement? How is it possible to be cracked on the head
with a nightstick, left bleeding and unconscious on the trampled
grass, and not raise a hand in self-defense?  
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Pastor
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Each sermon is available under the tab “Media” on our website immediately after the service on Sundays.

July
Events

Continued on next page...

TONS OF LOVE RICE PACKING
July 15 at 9:30 A.M.
July 19 at 12:00 P.M.

HOLY COMMUNION
July 15 at all worship services

FIRST FRIENDS LUNCH
July 15 at 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY,
JULY 15

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
The Glory of God Is a 

Human Being Fully Alive
2 Samuel 6:1-5,12-19
Mark 6:14-29
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
And God Did 
Think Twice

Kody Whitaker

SUNDAY,
JULY 8

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Chosen & Sent: 

The Only Way to Live
2 Samuel 5:1-7, 9-10

Mark 6:1-13
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
Pure Rest

Kody Whitaker

SUNDAY,
JULY 1

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Little Girl, Get Up
2 Samuel 1:1,17-27
Mark 5:21-43

Josh Rodriguez

The Five Thirty
The Satisfied God
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY,
JULY 29

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
More than Enough
2 Samuel 11:1-15
John 6:1-21
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
A Jealous God

Adam DeVries

SUNDAY,
JULY 22

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
What Lasts & 
What Doesn’t
2 Samuel 7:1-14

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
As Neighbors Speak 
to One Another
Stuart Gordon

YOUTH ART CAMP
July 9-11

YOUTH WATERSPORTS
July 12-14

YOUTH ART CAMP
July 9-11 YOUTH HOLIDAY WORLD 

July 31



Continued from cover

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

How could you bear the clear hypocrisy of being
arrested on trumped-up charges and taken to jail for
disturbing the peace when you were the one who was
attacked and abused?  How could you survive unanswered
threats…without holding any bitterness or anger?  The
answer is simple.  Faith.  Faith has the power to deliver us
all, even from the greatest harm.

“Faith, to me, is knowing in the solid core of your
soul that the work is already done, even as an idea is being
conceived in your mind.  It is being as sure as you are
about your dreams as you are about what you know as a
hard fact…” Faith is being so sure of what the Spirit has
whispered in your heart that your belief in its eventuality is
unshakable.  Nothing can make you doubt that you have
heard will become a reality.  Even if you do not see it
come to pass, you know without one doubt that it will.
That is faith.”

Lewis endured hatred, and somehow, by faith, always
found the strength to return love.  While I have admired
John Lewis from afar for years, his visit to our city
captured my attention.  He was so full of grace, and so
willing to love and listen to others.  His life is a testimony
to the power of the love of God in a person’s heart.  “The
most important lesson I have learned in the fifty years I
have spent working toward the building of a better world
is that the true work of social transformation starts within.
It begins inside your own heart and mind, because the
battleground of human transformation is really, more than
any other thing, the struggle within the human
consciousness to believe and accept what is true.  Thus to
truly revolutionize our society, we must first revolutionize
ourselves.  We must be the change we seek if we are
effectively to demand transformation from others.”

This, of course, is the work of God the Holy Spirit in
our lives, and in the world.  In this season of Pentecost,
which marks the coming of the Holy Spirit “like the rush
of a mighty wind,” let us open our hearts and minds to the
transforming love of Jesus!  Then, to quote a now famous
preacher, “we will make of this old world, a new world.”

With Love and Prayers,

Tons of Love Rice Packing
July 15 from 9:30 to 11:00 A.M.
July 19 from 12:00 to 2:00 P.M.

We will gather together to re-bag one ton of rice
for distribution throughout the Middle Tennessee food
banks. Come join us in The Gathering Place for this

fun mission opportunity.  

Sunday Lunch
July 15

Puffy Muffin (Brentwood)

Meet in the foyer after the 11:00 A.M.
worship service to ride the church bus. 

RSVP by July 13 to 615-383-1815 or
hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org.
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The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation &

God, the following perople claimed God’s covenant
promise throu  gh the sacrament of baptism.

Julie and Andrew Barrett presented their
daughter, Marcia Ann Barrett, for baptism on June 10.
Assisting Elder: Deb O’Brien
Laura and Jimmy Love presented their son, James Andrew

Love, for baptism on June 17. Assisting Elder: Tom Davis
Christian and Andrew Knestrick are presenting their

daughter, Mary Rich Knestrick, for baptism. Assisting Elder:
Marty Dickens
Danielle and Eric Knox are presenting their children,

Morgan Elizabeth Knox and Jackson Timothy Knox, for
baptism. Assisting Elder: Deb O’Brien

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family 
congratulates the following people during 
their new birth. 

Rob and Nicole Bateman welcomed Ford Monroe
Bateman, who was born on April 2. Sibling is McCall
Bateman.
Rebecca June and Whit Smith welcomed Thomas

Shepherd ‘Shep’ Smith II, who was born on April 24.
Siblings are Finley June Smith and Wilder Jane Smith.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion will be observed

on Sunday, July 15, at the 8:30 A.M.,
11:00 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. worship
services. Prepare your hearts to celebrate this
sign of Christ’s love.

Sympathy
Our church family extends prayers &
sympathy to the following during their time
of loss: 

Frank (Laura) Coyle on the death of his father, Dr.
Alfred Bruce Coyle, who died May 18. Sympathy to
Max Coyle and Jack Coyle. 
Debbye Oliver on the death of her husband, William

Huntly ‘Hunt’ Oliver Jr., who died on May 20.
Sympathy to Gray (Charley) Thornburg.
Mary Follin (Chris) Simonsen on the death of her

mother, Mary Coble Follin, who died on May 24.
Sympathy to Bill (Jane) Coble, Elizabeth Coble (Mark)
Mcdonald, Neely (Sally) Coble III, and Les (Elizabeth)
Coble.
Mike (Anne) Hinton on the death of his mother,

Eunice Proctor Hinton, who died on May 28.
Sympathy to Michele (Mike) Sanderson and Elizabeth
Hinton. 
Kevin (Janie) Hughart on the death of his father, John

F. Hughart, who died on May 30.  Sympathy to Macy
(Chris) Johnson, Sara Hughart and John Hughart.
Tony (Melody) Cates on the death of his father,

William ‘Harold’ Cates, who died on May 30.  
Patsy Cooney on the death of her husband, Charles

‘Hayes’ Cooney, who died on June 5.  Sympathy to
Mercer Leggett and Amy Bass.
Don (Patricia) Heim on the death of his father,

Kenneth Louis Heim, who died on June 8. Sympathy
to Michael (Sarah) Heim, Kevin Heim, Ava Heim and
Georgia Heim. 
Allison Bass and Jimmy Webb on the death of their

mother, Caroline Bartlett Webb, who died on June 14.
Katie Sue Dickey Ford, who died on June 15.

Church Will Close Early on Fridays 
Starting June 1, the church offices will close at 1:00

P.M. on Fridays.  This is a permanent change to
recognize the fact that most of our staff are here
working on Sundays. Property staff will still be onsite on
Friday afternoons.

New Church Office Hours:
Monday–Thursday: 8:30–4:30 P.M.

Friday: 8:30–1:00 P.M.

Save-the-Date: Fall Kickoffs
Our fall kickoff events will begin in August. If you are

new to our church or even a long-time member, these
kickoffs will bring together our church family and inform
you about the upcoming year’s programs. Mark your
calendar, and more info will be coming soon!

• Children’s Ministy Kickoff: August 19
• Youth Ministry Kickoff: August 26
• Young Adult Ministry Kickoff: September 5
• Adult Ministry Kickoff: September 9



God’s Light Shines in West Virginia
Youth West Virginia Mission Trip
I recently spent a week in Panther, West Virginia serving

alongside 100+ youth and volunteers. We worked on nine
different work sites; we worshipped together; and we had lots
of time for fellowship together.  One way that I saw God up
to something was in the vulnerability shared among the
seniors. Every year, rising seniors travel up three days early to
spend time together and prepare for the week ahead. During
this time, we shared our stories with one another. I even
learned new things about some of my best friends. 

A call and response that Adam DeVries enjoyed using was:

Vulnerability is not a weakness.
and we responded with ...

It is our most accurate 
measure of courage.

Through this week in West Virginia, I truly saw God’s light
through the courage of my fellow seniors, the willingness of
my work group (go Red Lobsters!), and the people of
Panther. I don’t think I could ever put into words the
immense amount of love that was present in that community.
Today, I want to say thank you.  It is because of you that these
trips are possible.  I want you to know that your generosity in
prayer and in financial support continues to provide me (and
countless other students) with mission experiences to hear and
experience God in new ways.  God is up to something; thank
you for being a part of it and allowing me to be a part of it
too. 

- Anne Earthman, 
Rising Senior

”

”
“

“



The Enneagram: Loving God, Yourself and Others
The Enneagram is an ancient personality typing system that identifies nine types of people

and how they relate to one another and the world. It can be a powerful tool for understanding
why we behave the way that we do and how our motivations are largely determined by
personality. It provides a framework for how we can begin to live into our most authentic
selves, and also reveals the wisdom that each personality type can offer to others. The
Enneagram is therefore not just a powerful tool for personal growth, but also an ongoing
journey of transformation that we can take with our families, romantic partners, co-workers,
and faith communities.

The two greatest commandments are to love God and love your neighbor as yourself. The
Enneagram provides language and lens for how to best love God, self, and others and is a
roadmap for compassion for yourself and others. As Christians seeking to live faithful lives, we
use the Enneagram to better understand who we are, who others are, and the God we are
called to serve.

This year at NaCoMe, we will have an introduction
session on the Enneagram. We will explore how the
personality types capture part of God’s character, and we will
consider how to best love others in light of what the
Enneagram teaches us.
Rev. Josh Rodriguez will be leading our weekend

sessions using the Enneagram-based book The Road Back to
You by Ian Cron.  Looking at ourselves and the journey that
we are on helps create a roadmap of compassion for ourselves
and others. 

NaCoMe 2018: August 4-5

Coming This Fall ... 
Enneagram Sunday School Class

We will have a class that further explores the depths of each of the nine personality types and the further 
complexities of the Enneagram. The class will help equip you to understand yourself and the people in your life better. It is
helpful for your work, marriage, family and any relationship. Stay tuned for more communications about this new fall class.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.

- Mark 12:30-31



Keith & Lauren Brinkley

Bonnie Cross

Chip & Amanda Hayes

Bill & Frances Edwards

Welcome, New Members, to First Presbyterian Church!
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Park & Emily Vestal

Brentwood, TN

Robert Billings

Stewart & Megan Koch

Will Lane

Kody & Megan Whitaker
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