
By now most of you know that my
days as a full-time working pastor are
numbered.  It is now forty-two years
since I entered full-time Christian
ministry, serving the Presbyterian
Church by working as a full-time
parish minister in four different
congregations.  In Basking Ridge, New
Jersey, in Columbia and Spartanburg,
South Carolina, I served three
congregations that I came to love

dearly and deeply.  Most significantly,
here in Nashville, Tennessee for the last

sixteen years, I have treasured the opportunity to preach the Gospel,
to teach the faith, to offer pastoral support and care, and to provide
leadership and direction for this wonderful church family.  Through
it all I have tried to maintain a healthy, living relationship with God,
and sought to continue to grow in my own walk with the Lord.
Anselm defined theology as “faith seeking understanding.”  “Fides
quaerens intellectum.”  I have taken the call to be a
pastor/theologian to heart, and given myself to what John Calvin
called “the knowledge of God and the knowledge of ourselves.” 

I have learned over and again of how grand and glorious God is,
and how beyond our own grasp God always shall be.  God is always
greater, deeper and grander than our capacity to comprehend.  The
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August          
Events
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SUNDAY,
AUGUST 5

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Saying Grace
Psalm 111
John 6:29

Stuart Gordon

The Five Thirty 
(at NaCoMe)

Loving God, Others & Self
Josh Rodriguez

NACOME 
August 4-5 

FIRST FRIENDS LUNCH
August 19 at 12:00 P.M.

AARP DRIVING COURSE
August 27 from 8:30 to 4:30 P.M.

CHILDREN’S KICKOFF
August 19

YOUTH KICKOFF 
August 26

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 12

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Worthy of Our Calling
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 

15, 31-33
Ephesians 4:1-16
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
Badger or Dolphin
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 19

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Making the Most of Time
1 Kings 2:1-12, 3:3-14
Ephesians 5:15-20

Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
Bronze, Gold & 

Acacia Wood
Kody Whitaker

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 26

8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Where Are You Heading?

Psalm 84
John 6:56-69
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
Moses Finished the Work

Josh Rodriguez
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The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education and service.

psalmist said, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  it
is so high, I cannot attain it.”  St. Augustine, one of the
western world’s greatest thinkers, said, “If you think you
have grasped God, it is surely not the Living God!”  With
that said, there are indeed things about God that I have
come to understand.  One of the growing realizations has
been the utter generosity of God.  God is good, and this
goodness is demonstrated in God’s astounding generosity
to us.  We see this, of course, in the created order itself.
The world we live in displays a dizzying complexity and
multiplicity of species, formations and life forms.  It is so
beautiful and so abundant that to ponder it all is to stand
in awe and wonder before the Creator.  Put a bird feeder
up in your backyard and marvel at the exquisite beauty
and variety that you will daily witness!  Creation reveals a
God Who freely gives us all things to enjoy, and Who has
acted and continues to act with astonishing generosity.

But God’s immense generosity does not stop with
creation.  The biblical narrative tells of the activity of God
not only as Creator of heaven and earth, but also as the
Redeemer God.  In Jesus Christ, God gives us God’s very
self, who comes as God incarnate, dwelling among us as
the One alone who was truly and fully human.  “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son…”
This is a sacrificial act of love from a singularly generous
God.  God’s act of redemption and reconciliation came to
its completion on a Roman cross, where Jesus died with
arms outstretched to embrace every last one of us in God’s

mercy and love. Still, this does not exhaust God’s generous
activity on our behalf.  We also experience the generosity of
God the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and Giver of life.”  The love
of God does not trickle, ooze, leak or drip upon us.
According to Paul, “the love of God has been poured into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” 

God acts in freedom to give, and God gives with
abundance, not measuring what is given.  Best of all, God
gives fruitfully, generatively, in ways that enable human life to
flourish and to bless this world.  No wonder that we sing
each Sunday in worship, “Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow!”  This is an appropriate and fitting response to
God’s great generosity toward us.  Our “chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy God forever.”  We do this in
worship, but we also do it in the ways that we live our lives.
David once asked, “What shall I render unto the Lord my
God for all his bounty towards me?”  This is the mature
question that faith asks!  We respond best to God’s generosity
by living generously in relation to others.  Living in gratitude
for all God’s blessings to us, we are never more alive than
when we are giving ourselves, our time, our talent and our
treasure to others.  This is what it means to live fully, and to
live faithfully in response to God’s goodness to us.  No
wonder Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

With Love and Prayers,

Bring Someone a Meal to Let Them Know You Care
Do you know someone who is dealing with illness
or a death in the family? Someone going through  
financial difficulties? If so, stop and pick up a frozen  
meal from our Manna Freezer at the back of  

Courtenay Hall by the stairwell. There are            
meats, casseroles, soups and more.  Bags and  
colorful cards made by our elementary 

children are available too! 



The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation &

God, the following perople claimed God’s covenant
promise throu  gh the sacrament of baptism.

Eileen and Christopher Hart presented their
daughter, Evelyn Elisabeth Hart, for baptism on July 8.
Assisting Elder: Bobby Roulfe.

Elizabeth and Hughes Tipton presented their daughter,
Helen Louise Tipton, for baptism on July 29. Assisting Elder:
Waymon Tipton (Grandfather).

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family 
congratulates the following people during 
their new birth. 

Colby and Ben Moore welcomed Collins Joy
Moore, who was born on June 13. Grandparents are
Mark and Robbin Tillman.

Sympathy
Our church family extends prayers &
sympathy to the following during their
time of loss: 

Family and friends of Martha Bridges Starin who
died on June 6.  

Scott (Lynn) Kendrick on the death of his mother,
Amelia Ann Johnson Kendrick, who died on June 23.

Missy (John) Eason on the death of her father, Carl
William Herrmann III, who died on July 12. Sympathy
to John (Meredith) Eason Jr.

Saturday, Sept. 8
5:30 P.M.

Movie (Moana) at 7:00 P.M.
Whitt’s BBQ and Heavenly Snow!
Register for dinner on our website.

New Training:
FALL 2018

If you are interested, contact 
Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502.

FPC Golf 
Tournament

October 2 at 1:00 P.M.
Nashville Golf & Athletic

Cart, Boxed Lunch & Post-Golf Dinner 
Cost: $110. Register Online. 



Keith and Anne Moore Bid Farewell To First Presbyterian Church
On Sunday, June 24, friends and colleagues of Keith and Anne
Moore hosted a reception to celebrate the couple’s many
contributions to First Presbyterian Church and to mark their
last Sunday here. Keith has directed the Sanctuary Chorale
since 1998 and has served on and off as a bass section leader in
the Sanctuary Choir since 1980. Anne joined FPC in 2012, and
for many years she was a faithful member of the Good News
Sunday School class. Keith and Anne both retired recently—
Keith from the voice department of Belmont University and
Anne from the administration of Lewis County Schools—and
later this summer they will move to a new home in
Jacksonville, Alabama, where Anne grew up and where they
both attended college. 

Todd Jones spoke to those gathered at the reception about Keith’s collaborative spirit, and he congratulated Keith on being
named professor emeritus at Belmont University. Chorale members Susan DeVries, Kathleen Dietz and Susan Wood thanked

Keith for his kindness and patience with choristers and for his
resourcefulness in finding excellent section leaders for the
ensemble. They presented him with a framed print featuring
musical quotes on the front and good wishes from choir
members on the back. Sanctuary Choir president Jaylon
Fincannon thanked Keith for his thirty-four years of service to
the ensemble and presented him with a framed picture of the
church (taken by Chuck Dennard), a certificate of appreciation
and several choir recordings.

Thank you, Keith and Anne, and God bless you as you transition
to a new chapter!

THE POWER OF WE: THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH

Our Fall Community of Belonging Groups
Six-week (mid October - Thanksgiving week) study on the Great Ends of the Church

Want to host or lead a group?
Contact Mark DeVries at mdevries@fpcnashville.org.

Group registration will begin September 1.



Vacation Bible School
We had 173 children and 105 adult leaders

come together to worship, praise and learn
more about God. Each day, the children
brought in money to help Living Waters of
the World. Their mission is to help
communities acquire desperately needed
clean water and to experience "living
water"—the gospel of Jesus Christ—which
alone satisfies the deepest thirst. We raised
$276.36, which is enough money to help a
family have clean water for four years!

Mission Camp & Mission Days
For one full week in June, our 4th through 6th graders

served in the community at two of our church mission
partners: Preston Taylor Ministries and Thistle Farms. On
our Mission Days, parents and kids from our Children’s
Ministry created manna bags, delivered them to the
homeless, and served dinner at Safe Haven. 



Fall Kickoffs

The Coin Toss: August 19 at 9:40 A.M.
We will offer breakfast and inform you about all of our upcoming kickoffs. 

Children’s Ministry: August 19 at 9:40 A.M.
Infants through 6th graders are invited to their new Sunday School class. 

Youth Ministry: August 26 at 9:00 A.M.
Join us for tailgating, worshiping, and a program to introduce staff and volunteers,
and share dates and info regarding upcoming trips, retreats and events. 

Young Adult Ministry: September 5 at 6:30 P.M.
We will share a meal and hear about opportunities to serve and grow in our faith.

Adult Ministry: September 9 at 9:40 A.M.
All new and existing Adult Sunday School classes will begin.

Senior Mystery Trip
Twelve of our graduated seniors and their leaders

arrived at the Nashville airport to discover that the
mystery trip destination would be Jamaica!  The group
worked hard to prepare the foundation, pour the
concrete, and raise the walls of a house near Kendal
Camp near Mandeville.  They worshiped with a local
congregation, they visited YS Falls, and they played at
the beach.  Many thanks to Rachel Davis and Todd
Smith for serving as leaders on this trip.

Junior High Great Escape
Our 7th and 8th grade youth attended Great Escape in

Cleveland, TN in early June.  They enjoyed Christian
speakers, a worship band, crazy games, and “family time.”
Many thanks to Mary Gingrass, Jennifer Kirkpatrick, Matt
Wild, Helen Rieke, and Suzanne Short, who served as
leaders along with the summer interns and youth staff!  Go
Lava Bears!



Adult Sunday School Classes (Beginning September 9)

Bethel Bible Leaders 
Cheek House Dining Room
Leaders: Bill Akin, Becky
Campbell, and Donna Robers

Coffee & Bible 
in the Round 
L-204
Coordinated by Trish Callison.

Cornerstone 
Vance Hall
Leaders: John Hollins, Chris
Kirkland, Ben Merrill, Darryl
Thompson

Current Issues
Discussion 
L-200
Leaders: Justin and Maureen
Milam

Discipleship 
Witherspoon Room
Leaders: Charles Bryan, Sr., Lewis
Frost, David Goodcase, (co-
teachers)

Enneagram
L-203
Leader: Abbi Rodriguez

Family Fellowship 
Jones Session Room
Leaders: Jody Garvey, Scott
McConnell, Chan Sheppard,
Jeremy Shapiro

Good News 
L-207
Leader: John Musgrave

Inquirers Class
Courtenay Lounge
Leader: Sandra Randleman

June Ramsey 
Cheek House Living Room
Leaders: Various guest speakers.
Facilitated by Brenda Geise

Logos
Chapel
Leader: Stuart Gordon

Young Adults 
L-201
Leaders: Steve and Mary Lee
Bartlett, Warner McNeilly
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMENfall gathering
tuesday
SEPTEMBER 11
program: 10:30 A.M.
lunch: 11:30 A.M.

invitation to follow. 
register online. 




