
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

The Lord Will Provide
Genesis 22: 1-14

John 1:43-51
Stuart Gordon

The Five Thirty
Stoning of Stephen | Acts 7 

Kody Whitaker

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Angels We Have Heard on 
High: Gabriel and Mary

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 1:26-38
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
Christmas Pageant

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Angels We Have Heard on 
High: Gabriel and Zechariah

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:8-23
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
The Apostles Were on Their 

Way |  Acts 8
Ashley Higgins

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Angels We Have Heard on 
High: Joseph's Angelic Dream

Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
God Was Alive and Among Them

Acts 9
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Jesus' Childhood and Yours
1 Samuel 2:18-20,26

Luke 2:41-52
Todd Jones

The Five Thirty
They've Received the Holy Spirit

Acts 10
Kody Whitaker

Why Giving Matters...
Jesus said, “It is better to give than to receive.” 
(Acts 20:35) This is the only saying of Jesus that 
comes to us outside of the four Gospels. It is as if 
Luke, the author of Acts, said, “Wait! The Gospel 
isn’t complete without this last important word 
from Jesus!” God’s way with us begins and ends 
with giving. “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son…” (John 3:16) What is 
central to God can hardly be peripheral to our lives. 

Clearly, First Presbyterian Church is healthier because of your giving, but so are 
you!

It is life giving for every believer to express tangibly their faith through the giving 
of time, talent and treasure to the work of Christ’s church. We are told in Ephesians 
that “Christ loved the church and gave Himself for the church…” (Ephesians 4:26) 
If Jesus gave everything for the sake of the church, we who follow Christ should 

It is important that we all participate, by giving our time, talent and treasure, at 
whatever level, to provide First Presbyterian Church the needed resources to 
continue and increase our impact. There is so much need in this world and with 
greater participation from our church family, we can do more.

For those of you that have already participated in this year’s Generosity Campaign, 
thank you! If you would like to contribute to the 2019 Generosity Campaign, visit 
the Giving tab on our website homepage.

December Events
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DECEMBER 2
Prayer Partner Breakfast

DECEMBER 5, 12, 19
Advent Breakfasts 

DECEMBER 5
Christmas Tree Lighting and Pancake Supper

DECEMBER 6
Downtown Presbyterian Church Wa�e Shop

DECEMBER 9 
Sanctuary Choir Christmas Concert

DECEMBER 11
Presbyterian Women Christmas Gathering

DECEMBER 13
First Friends Christmas Celebration

DECEMBER 16
5:30 Christmas Pageant 
12:20 Service of Hope

DECEMBER 24: 
5:00 P.M.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE

8:00 P.M. & 11:00 P.M.
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES



BAPTISMS:
Savannah and Brandon Van Pernis presented their 
daughter, Amelia Ivette, for baptism on November 
4. Assisting Elder: Mark Eberle. Baptism Buddy: 
Parish DeVries. Worship Helper: Nealy DeVries. 

Alison and Steven Coley presented their daughter, 
Crea Jennings, for baptism on November 4. 
Assisting Elder: Mark Eberle. Baptism Buddy: 
Parish DeVries. Worship Helper: Nealy DeVries. 

Katherine Douse presented her daughter, Emma 
Karen, for baptism on November 25. Assisting 
Elder: Steve Douse. Baptism Buddy: Andrew 
Black. Worship Helper: William Black. 

NEW BIRTHS:
Congratulations to Stewart and Meghan Koch 
on the birth of their son, John Davenport, born 
October 21. 

SYMPATHY:
Our church family extends prayers and sympathy 
to the following during their time of loss:
Jack Beasley on the death of his wife, Peggy 
Gardner Beasley, who died on October 31. 
Sympathy to Jewell Eskew, Trish (Bill) Simpson, 
Catharine O-Bryan, Lauren Simpson, Jennifer 
Simpson and Brett Simpson. 

Phyllis Hogan on the death of her husband, 
Dandridge Woodruff “Dan” Hogan, who died 
November 7. Sympathy to Lizzie Hogan and 
Garrison Hogan. .

OUR MISSION:

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit 
His love through worship, education and service.

MEMORIAL FLOWERS FOR ADVENT:
A memorial fund has been established for chancel 

your contribution and the name(s) of those to be 

You may also contribute online by clicking register/
payments on the bottom of our website home page.
Contact us in order for your loved ones’ names to be 

included this Advent. 

Tuesday, December 11
Program at 10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary
Lunch at 11:30 A.M. in Courtenay Hall

Cost $20 | Register Online

Presbyterian Women’s
Christmas Gathering

Advent Devotionals:
During the four weeks of December, a series of 
devotionals will be featured in Parish News and 

social media that cover the four themes of Advent: 

Hope, Joy, Love, & Peace
Prepare your heart for the Christmas season

On Sunday, December 9, at 4:00 P.M. the Sanctuary Choir will present its annual Christmas 
concert, Glory to God in the Highest. Led by Raphael Bundage and accompanied by orchestra, 
the choir will sing well-loved music by Mendelssohn and Handel and lesser-known works by 
Gerald Finzi and Arthur Honegger. They will also lead the congregation in several familiar 
carols. Of particular note on this program is Finzi’s In Terra Pax. Descibed by the composer as 
a Christmas scene, the piece is a setting of poetry by Robert Bridges (a man of deep Christian 
faith, and England’s poet laureate from 1913 to 1930) and the Christmas story from the Gospel 
of St. Luke. Chris Simonsen will sing the prominent baritone solo in this strikingly beautiful 
work, which draws listeners into the mystery of the Incarnation and the joy of the Savior’s birth.  

Glory to God in 
the Highest

DIVORCECARE
Our next DivorceCare group begins on Wednesday, 

January 9, at 6:30 p.m. in the Memorial Library. 

Dinner is available in Courtenay Hall at 5:30 p.m. with 
reservation by calling Ginny Barber (615-298-9502). For 

more information, contact Sandra Randleman
(615-298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).



Christina Amezquita joined First Presbyterian Church by transfer from First Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Lewis and Denise Bellardo joined First Presbyterian Church by transfer from Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee. They have two children, Joseph and Sarah.

Stuart Burkhalter joined First Presbyterian Church by profession of faith. His wife, 
Julie, is a current member of the church. They have two daughters, Helen and Virginia.

Jeremy and Kristy Hall joined First Presbyterian Church by profession of faith. They 
have two children, Jackson and Harrison.

Roger and Lisa Jager joined First Presbyterian Church by transfer from Grace Episcopal 
Church in Millbrook, New York. They have two daughters, Jane and Grace. 

Brian Kelly and Katherine Knestrick are engaged to be married and joined First 
Presbyterian Church by profession of faith. Katherine has one son, Henry.

Andrew and Christian Knestrick joined First Presbyterian Church by transfer from 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. They have a daughter, 
Mary Rich.

Alec and Rebecca Sheaff
Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. They have two sons, Webb 
and David.

Doug and Kelly Shirley joined First Presbyterian Church by transfer from First 

Fletcher.

Senior Pastor Nominating 
Committee Update

The committee began their process with a retreat that 
included sharing The Lord’s Supper in the Sanctuary, 
and then spending time talking about their own faith 
journeys.  They are currently working on completing the 
Ministry Information Form for the Presbyterian Church 

denomination’s listings of ministry opportunities.  This 
means that the opening will be public information, after 
which we should begin to receive inquiries.  Any names or 
ideas that members may have should be sent to members 

of the committee.

The Senior Pastor Nominating Committee members are:

Lonnie Stout (Elder)
Lynn Kendrick (Session)

Todd Smith (Session)
Hobbs Yarbrough (Diaconate)

Lauren Ross (Diaconate)
Lindsay Ison (At-Large)

Frank Bass III (At-Large)

Service of Hope
DECEMBER 16 AT 12:20 P.M.  

 STANFORD CHAPEL

The Stephen Ministers are offering a Service of Hope, on 
December 16, with a time for scripture, prayer, and the 
lighting of candles.  This service is especially for people 
who are dealing with a loss, arising from death of a loved 
one, divorce, lack of employment, challenges of childbirth, 

health issues, etc.

The service will begin at 12:20 P.M. service in the Stanford 
Chapel; bring your friends and family. Members and non-
members are all welcome and invited, so please invite 

those who you know that are hurting.

This Christmas receive and give the special gift of healing 
from the Light of the World, Jesus Christ.

If you desire the Christian support of a Stephen Minister, 
contact Sandra Randleman (298-9502).

First Friends offers three special gifts for our holiday event:

• At 11:30 A.M., Bill Kirby, accompanied by pianist Nate Strasser will 
present a concert of gospel, spiritual, slow tunes, love songs, rock’n roll, 
and jazz music from the 60’s to present. 

• At 12:15 P.M., we will have a Christmas buffet of baked ham, sweet 
potatoes, green peas, fried apples, rolls, and assorted desserts.  Cost $6. 
RSVP at 615-383-1815 or hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org by Monday, 
December 10.

• At 1:00 P.M., our Book Club invites everyone to Todd Jones’ discussion 
of Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David McCullough’s John Adams.

First Friends Celebrates Christmas
Thursday, December 13 | Courtenay Hall

New Members!



Behind the Scenes of the 5:00 
Christmas Eve Family Service
“Welcome dear friends! Merry Christmas Eve!”  The shoulder to shoulder 
crowd of gatherers lets out a collective smile in response to Todd Jones’ 
welcome, and with that, the 5:00 Family Christmas Eve service begins. 

But long before the clock strikes 5:00 P.M. for this annual tradition’s 
commencement, an incredible amount of planning, organizing and 
rehearsing has been happening behind the scenes for weeks in advance.

At the end of September, right after 900 glow sticks have been ordered for the singing of Christmas Eve’s Silent Night, the planning 

From there, Baby Jesus is selected. Church families who have had babies between June, July and August of that year are contacted 
to see if they would be interested in having their child be baby Jesus, and the parents, serve as Mary and Joseph. 

“What a gift it was to be able to act as though we were the Holy Family for a few hours! The night is all about 
family and that is what encompasses all that is good and holy on such a special night!” – Ceesun Andrews

By the end of October, lead characters (typically youth) are chosen for the roles of Isaiah, John the Baptist, Angel Gabriel and the 
Acolyte. The Wise Men, with their singing parts, are chosen by Carol McClure and Raphael Bundage.

November begins to get busy as the attention now turns to the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade Sunday School classes and their help in 
the Christmas Eve service. 

* The third graders are asked to participate by entering a drawing for the Christmas Eve bulletin cover. The drawing must include 
the nativity scene and not include Santa. Other than that, creative liberty is given to each child. Select church members then vote 
on which drawing will grace the cover of the bulletin. 
* The fourth graders are asked to participate by reading prayers that 5th graders have written.
* The sixth graders are asked to be greeters at the door, pass out glow sticks before Silent Night and be candle bearers. 

Many of our members give of their time and talents to make this service a success. It is truly a team effort!

seats” seems to start earlier and earlier. Sweaters, scarves, and anything that will take 

Consider yourself warned…If you arrive to the 5:00 service at 5:00, you have missed 

microphone and begins to lead the congregation in a string of familiar carols.

“I may be seeing panic in the front pews over seating, watching toddlers 
running in the aisles, hearing crying babies or spying last minute 
costume adjustments being made, but it is always fun for me to watch 
all the families as I face out, lead the singing and begin my Christmas 

Eve night.” – Bill Caruso

Ask anyone who has attended any of our Christmas Eve services and you will see a 

warmth. This Christmas Eve, won’t you join us? 

Wednesday, December 5
5:30-7:30 P.M.
Pancake Supper: 5:30 P.M.

Tree Lighting: 7:00 P.M.
Cost for dinner $8/person. $24 maximum/family

Register: http://fpcnashville.org/specialevents/

Christmas Tree
Lighting

Carolers! WarmBeverages

Pancakes!
Christmas

Music

WAFFLE SHOP
THURSDAY

93RD ANNUAL

DECEMBER 6TH

11A  1P DOWNTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH-
PRE-SALE NOVEMBER 1-15: $9

TICKETS $10
INFO@DPCHURCH.COM

Christmas Assistance 
for Children in Need:

Comfort & Joy: Select names and wish 
lists for Davidson County foster children in 
need of Christmas gifts in Courtenay Hall 
between services. Gifts must be returned no 

later than Sunday, December 16.  

Forgotten Angels: The Salvation 
Army is asking for new unwrapped toys or 
clothing items valued at approximately $25 
for a boy or girl ages 12 and under for those 
children whose names weren’t selected from 
the Angel Tree project. Collection deadline 
is December 9.  A collection box will be in 

Courtenay Hall.



PASTOR’S CORNER:
What is a favorite Christmas memory you have from childhood?

Todd Jones: Christmas morning sights, sounds and smells linger like the best memories should.  Presents were under 
the tree, a Lionel train set circled the perimeter, and three matching stockings, in red, blue and white, with Luther, Linda 

that powerful word best.

Stuart Gordon: It’s my most vivid, most educational Christmas memory. My sister talked me into opening one present 
each before Christmas, when the family was out of the house. (It was a Davison Wildcats sweatshirt.) Then we put them 
back and re-taped the packages. I felt so guilty on Christmas!

Sandra Randleman: My favorite childhood Christmas memory is Christmas Eve.  My parents and my younger 
brother and I would gather before the lighted Christmas tree.  My father would read the poem The Night Before Christmas, 
and then the Christmas story of the birth of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke.  Then, we were off to bed to eagerly await the 
morning of Christmas.

Adam DeVries: As a child, I would spend Christmas at my grandparent’s house in Waco, Texas. I remember sitting 
with my grandad on a porch swing that he had built. I have a framed picture of that moment that always reminds me of 
that special time in my childhood.

Josh Rodriguez: I remember staying up as late as I possibly could with my brother, anticipating every gift we might 

only capable of children on Christmas Eve, are my favorite memories.

Find a Greater Sense of
Purpose at Work:

If the purpose of work is to serve and exalt something 
beyond ourselves, then we actually have a better reason 
to deploy our talent, ambition, and entrepreneurial vigor 
– and we are more likely to be successful in the long 

9, join us in a discussion about expressing your faith at 
work on Wednesdays at the Freeman-Webb Building or 

on Fridays in the Service Source Building. 

If you’re interested, visit our website or contact 
sgordon@fpcnashville.org.

4 Gens in a Room:
A Generational Conversation

We are blessed to be a multi-generational community of 
faith. On Wednesday nights from January 9 - February 13, 
you are invited to join our pastors from different generations 
for a discussion from 6:30 – 7:30 P.M. in Courtenay Hall. 
John Musgrave (GI Generation), Stuart Gordon (Baby 
Boomers), and Josh Rodriguez (Generation Y) will guide 
the group in an interaction over the distinctive traits of our 
generations and what we hold in common as Christians. 
The aim is to strengthen our relationships across the 
generations while we learn more about the faith heritage 

we have received from earlier generations.

Visit our website for more information and to register.

Youth West Virginia Mission Trip: 
where fellowship, service and a deeper connection to God are all blended interchangeably. The experiences that happen during these 
few days leave long-lasting impressions and help shape the foundation of the next generation of our church.

Entirely led by our rising high school Senior class, through support of adult staff and volunteers, this trip opens a door for our youth 
to wake up to their own gifts, talents and catalyzing capacity of compassion.

tight bonds and close connections that last well beyond those hot June days.

“You will be tired, but it is a good tired. You will come back a changed person.” – Brad Gilmore

“The relationships that I developed and the amount of love that is not only displayed by the adult leaders, 
but by the senior leaders is what makes WVA so special and why I will never forget it.” - Frank Wilk, Youth 
Senior

“It is an experience that will change your life. It is having a few days with nothing to do but serve others, 
interact with each other and worship together. It is such a complete reversal of our everyday lives that 
will really change your perspective. It is an intimate portrait of our struggles, our faith and our incredible 
strengths.” – Shannon Hill

Register now as a parent volunteer or youth participant by emailing youth@fpcnashville.org and be a part of this incredible mission experience!



PRAYER PARTNER 
BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 9:40 A.M. – 10:40 A.M.)
ENRICHMENT CENTER

FROM OUR ARCHIVES
with two giant Christmas trees and poinsettias, and our antique communion cups were used for the congregation.

Save The Date: VBS | June 24-27, 2019

WINTER CAMP!
January 2-4

Grades K-6 | 9 A.M. – 3 P.M.
Complimentary Early and After Care Available
Lunch included. Cost: $75/day. Register Online

CHILDREN'S INFO

DOXOLOGY CHOIR RETREAT:
In November, our Doxology choir (2nd-6th grades) enjoyed an evening retreat at the Cheek House! Kids enjoyed a 
tour from Bill Caruso, learned fun facts about our church’s history, played games, had a scavenger hunt and roasted 

IF YOUR CHILD LOVES TO SING, WE WOULD LOVE THEM TO JOIN US!
Our two choirs are the Doxology Choir (2nd-6th grade) and Hosanna Choir (Pre-K-1st grade). For more 

information, go to our website under the Music Ministry tab or email Kelly Posey at Kelly_posey@hotmail.com.

BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS ACROSS THE AGE GROUPS 
�e third annual Buddy Sunday was held on Nov. 4. During 
Buddy Sunday, older children are partnered with younger 
children. �ey hear scripture together, play games together 
and talk about their likes and dislikes as a way to get to know 
each other. 
 
�e goal of Buddy Sundays, which happen in the fall and 
spring, is for older children to act as mentors to the young-
er children and for younger children to meet older children 
to include in their faith community. We hope these meet-
ings will begin to build recognition and community through 
prayer and sharing scripture together. 

Buddy Sunday
SERVE WHILE YOU SLEEP!
Room in the Inn needs overnight hosts on Wednesday 
nights to stay at the Cannon Center from 5:30P.M. – 
6:00A.M. (with captain’s assistance).

Also, needed are:
      Van drivers

      Quick breakfasts

      Sandwiches for sack lunch
      (both dropped off the night before)

      Laundry

Sign-up sheets are in Courtenay Hall or sign up on our website. 
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PASTORS
Todd Jones
Pastor

Stuart Gordon
Executive Pastor

Adam DeVries
Associate Pastor for Youth
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Mark DeVries
Associate Pastor for New Ministries

Sandra Randleman
Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
& Missions

Joshua Rodriguez
Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry

PROGRAM STAFF
Raphael Bundage
Director of Music

Mike Crout
Church Administrator

Brenda Geise
Older Adult Ministry Coordinator

Andrew Kelso
Sports Program Director

Susan Kirby
Worship Coordinator

Bryan Miller
Director of Recreation Ministry

Deb O’Brien
Director of Children’s Ministry

Laura Rouse
Director of Communications
 
ADMINISTRATION
Ginny Barber
Administrative Assistant

Lynn Elliott
Executive Assistant

Karen Fitts
Nursery Coordinator

Kim Rogers
Food Service
 
SCHOOLS
Hart Roper
Head of School, Oak Hill School

Brenda Lutz
Director, Early Preschool

ROOTED IN CHRIST
relationship seminar & workshop

Seminar led by Ian Cron
Friday, February 1 | 6:00 - 8:45 P.M. | First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

    

Workshop
Saturday, February 2 | 9:00 - 11:00 A.M. | The Gathering Place

    “Without knowledge of self, there is no knowledge of God.” – John Calvin


