
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

8:30 and 11:00 AM

MARCH 17, 2019



GATHERING

OPENING SENTENCES                                          Sandra Randleman

†VOLUNTARY                                                 Ralph Vaughan Williams
                                       My Song Is Love Unknown
                                                  (Rhosymedre)

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 (8:30) Josh Rodriguez
                                                                                     (11:00) Stuart Gordon

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength,
People: a very present help in time of trouble.
Pastor: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
People: though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.
Pastor: Be still, and know that I am God.
All: The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 12             ST. DENIO
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

†WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP Stuart Gordon

MINUTE FOR MISSION Jim Cato

CALL TO CONFESSION (8:30) Josh Rodriguez
(11:00) Stuart Gordon

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins,
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts.
Cleanse us from all our offenses,
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that with reverent and humble hearts
we may draw near to You,
confessing our faults, confiding in Your grace,
and finding in You our refuge and strength;
through Jesus Christ Your Son.
(A moment for silent confession.)

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 555 LAND OF REST
O Lamb of God

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 581                               GLORIA PATRI



                 THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Children are invited to come to the front 

for children’s time or the baptism.

CHILDREN’S TIME (8:30)                                                    Josh Rodriguez

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM(11:00)                                   Stuart Gordon 
Megan and Stewart Koch are presenting their son, John Davenport
Koch, for baptism. Assisting Elder: Jack Stringham

†HYMN FOR BAPTISM TALLIS’ CANON

‡    Children who are age four, five or six (not in first grade) 
are invited to Young Children and Worship in room CW-110.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                       Sandra Randleman
God, source of all light,
by Your Word You give light to the soul.
Pour out upon us
the spirit of wisdom and understanding
that, being taught by You in Holy Scripture,
our hearts and minds may be opened to know the things
that pertain to life and holiness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                  Ashleigh O’Sullivan
Leader: The Word of the Lord.                             Psalm 27, page 503
People: Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                  Sandra Randleman
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.                    Matthew 3:13–17, page 3
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON                                                              Sandra Randleman
Baptism and the Trinity

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                         Sarah Bird
                              The Apostles’ Creed (traditional)        Hymnal, page 35

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) Hymnal, page 35

OFFERTORY                      O For a Closer Walk               C.V. Stanford
O for a closer walk with God; A calm and heav’nly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road that leads me to the Lamb! 
Return, O holy Dove, return! 
Sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 



And drove Thee from my breast. 
So shall my walk be close with God, Calm and serene my frame, 
So purer light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb.

*PRESENTATION AND RESPONSE Doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT 213                                                     RATHBUN

In the Cross of Christ I Glory

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                     Sandra Randleman

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 547                                  AR HYD Y NOS
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing, you are My own.

The congregation will be seated for a moment of silent prayer 
after the congregational response.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                               Dietrich Buxtehude
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

* Those who are able, please stand.               † Latecomers may be seated.

Please silence your cell phone as you enter the sanctuary.

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Sarah Bird, Associate Pastor of Discipleship and Engagement
Stuart Gordon, Executive Pastor and Interim Head of Staff
Sandra Randleman, 
    Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions
Josh Rodriguez, Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministries
Esperance Ndayizere, Cross Bearer
Theodore Anderson, Bible Bearer
Andrew Black, Baptism Buddy
Webb Sheaff, Worship Helper
Raphael Bundage, Director of Music
Rhonda Swanson, Assistant Organist; Derek Meler, Tenor
Bulletin Artwork: Laura and Macie Rouse, 2nd Grade

n FLOWERS on the chancel table are given to the glory of God and in loving
appreciation of Sandra Randleman and in honor of her birthday by the Ed
Stuart family.

Welcome! — First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the
name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are delighted you
have chosen to join us. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest,
please note your attendance today in the fellowship pad found in your pew.

Guests— Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card so that we may
more personally welcome you into community. We also invite you to visit
the Welcome Center in the church narthex for additional information or if
you are interested in becoming a member. There, you may visit with one
of our elders, staff or pastors. You may also contact the church office at
615-383-1815, and we will be happy to answer any questions you may
have. 

TODAY AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



n MUSIC NOTES — The offertory anthem at today’s service—a quiet nod to
St. Patrick’s Day—is by the Irish-born composer Charles Villiers Stanford
(1852–1924). A prolific composer in several genres, Stanford is best
remembered for his Anglican church music. He was also an influential
teacher, and among his students are such luminaries as Gustav Holst and
Ralph Vaughan Williams. The author of the hymn “O for a closer walk with
God” is William Cowper (1731–1800), who along with his friend John
Newton produced Olney Hymns, the collection in which “Amazing Grace”
was first published. Stanford’s rich harmonies and flowing melodic lines give
voice beautifully to the prayerful longing of Cowper’s text. 

n FELLOWSHIP, COFFEE & DONUTS — Please join us between services
downstairs in Courtenay Hall for coffee and donuts.

n ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES — Hearing devices, large-
print hymnals, large-print bulletins and large-print Bibles are located in
the narthex across from the Welcome Center. If anyone has a need or
disability requiring assistance or accommodation for any church activity,
please contact the church office at 615-383-1815.

n LIVE STREAM IN COURTENAY HALL — Each of the Sunday morning
worship services is streamed live in Courtenay Hall.

n HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? — Prayer request cards can be found in
the pews and deposited in the offering plate or the prayer request boxes,
located in the narthex on the southeast wall and at the Hospitality
Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up prayer requests to God.

n SERMONS can be found on our website at fpcnashville.org.
Greet those who worship around you. Be a Worship Friend!

n THE FIVE THIRTY SERVICE — Josh Rodriguez is preaching “He Spoke
in Hebrew.” Nursery care is provided.

n LENTEN SMALL GROUPS — Finding community means meeting other
people who want to grow in faith together. Our groups have just begun,
with a study of “Through the Desert with Christ.” Visit our homepage
under “Lenten Small Groups” for more info.

n LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE “THE SAVING PASSION” — Henri J.M.
Nouwen, one of the most beloved spiritual thinkers of the 20th century,
wrote about the saving passion of God’s Son in a way that has captivated
and inspired readers the world over. Excerpts from Nouwen’s insights are
paired with original reflections and prayers in this booklet for each day of
Lent. Copies of this guide are available in our literature areas.

n PASTOR REFERRAL CARDS — If you would like to recommend someone
that you think the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) should consider
for the Senior Pastor position, please fill out a PNC referral card located
outside the sanctuary in the narthex.

n EARLY PRESCHOOL — Our preschool summer program has a new
name—Summer S.T.E.A.M. This program is for current and newly
enrolled children ages two and a half to five years old. Preschool
registration for the 2019–2020 school year has also begun. Registration
for both is now on our website!

n CHILDREN’S CHOIR — Rehearsals are Sundays from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Children are preparing for Palm Sunday and Mother’s Day. It’s not too late
to join us! Register on our website under the Children’s Ministry
Registrations.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND NURSERY



n VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — June 24–27. Registration for VBS is now
open online! Our program is for children ages four (by March 31) through
third grade. We are also looking for volunteers (rising 4th graders and
older) to help us during the week! Use the same registration site to sign
up as a volunteer.

n MOTHER AND INFANT QUIET ROOM — If you need a quiet place for
nursing or calming your baby, please use the room inside the Nursery Wing.

n OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN DURING OUR WORSHIP SERVICES
• Children’s Bulletin, Sermon Sheet & Worship Bag: All children

are encouraged to use these to stay engaged during the service.
These are located both in the narthex or at the pulpit entrance. 

• Young Children & Worship: Children who are age four, five or six
(not in first grade) are invited. After the children come up during
worship services for children’s time or a baptism, they will exit the
sanctuary and go to room CW-110. Parents are welcome to join their
child or stay for the remainder of the service. 

• Nursery Care for children six weeks through three years is
available during the 8:30 & 11:00 services and Sunday School from
9:45 to 10:45. Ask an elder/deacon to help you locate the Children’s
Hospitality Center. 

For Children’s Ministry info, contact Deb O’Brien
at 615-298-9582 or dobrien@fpcnashville.org.

n CONGRATULATIONS — The First Presbyterian Church family
congratulates Bridget & Bryce Keener, on the birth of their son, Kieran
Michael Keener, born on March 3. Proud grandparents are Deb & Mike
O’Brien.

n SYMPATHY — Our First Presbyterian Church family extends
sympathy to the friends and family of the following during their time of
loss:

• Shelley & Bill Alexander, on the death of Shelley’s uncle, Robert L.
Moore, who died on March 2. Sympathy also to Bill Alexander IV and
Victoria Johnson.

• Charlie Cato, on the death of his wife, Sunshine Cato, who died on
March 6. Sympathy also to Chase Cato, Curt Cato, Clair Cato and
Merry Lynn Cato.

• Tom Van Pernis, on the death of his brother, David Van Pernis, who
died on March 10. Sympathy also to Savannah & Brandon Van
Pernis, and Paul Van Pernis.

• Amy & Warner McNeilly III, on the death of Warner’s sister, Jeanie
Simmons, who died on March 12. Sympathy also to William
McNeilly IV and Trent McNeilly.

n BLOOD DRIVE — Sunday, March 24 is the day you can help save a life.
The drive will be from 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in the Enrichment Center.
Schedule your appointment by registering on our website.

n RISE AGAINST HUNGER! — Join us on April 10 to help pack 10,000 meals
to be distributed to those in need. This is a special family Lenten event from
4:30 to 6:30 P.M. in the Enrichment Center. It is a hands-on and rewarding
experience for volunteers of any age. Bring the whole family and make a
difference together! 

For Mission Ministry or mission trip financial assistance information,
contact Annette Crout at 615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY

MISSION MINISTRY



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

n FPC SANCTUARY CHOIR AND THE NASHVILLE SYMPHONY — On Sunday,
March 31 at 4:00 P.M., the First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary Choir and
The Nashville Symphony will present “Lenten Treasures: Psalms, Passions,
and Pastorales,” featuring music by Bach, Mozart and Finzi. The concert,
which is free and open to the public, is made possible by a gift from the M.
Stratton Foster Charitable Foundation and will be performed in memory of
Eleanor Gray Foster. 

n FIRST FRIENDS LUNCH — Today at 12:00 P.M. at Stoney River
Steakhouse. Meet in the foyer after worship to ride the bus to the restaurant. 

n GUEST SPEAKER AND LUNCH — Join us for lunch and speaker Roseanne
Seitins in Courtenay Hall. Roseanne will be speaking about the Elephant
Sanctuary in Hohenwald, Tennessee. Lunch is $6. RSVP by March 18.

n FIRST FRIENDS MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOOK CLUB — Thursday, March
28 at 2:00 P.M. Join us for a discussion about Elizabeth Berg’s book The Story
of Arthur Truluv.

n SENIOR PICKLEBALL — We will have courts and equipment available on
Fridays at 3:00 P.M in the Enrichment Center.

For First Friends info, contact Brenda Geise 615-383-1815. 

n SPRING SOCCER — Soccer practices begin this week, and games run to
May 18. Register online. 

n OAK HILL DAY CAMP registration is now online! We are offering a
variety of camps for kids ages four years through eighth grade. We are
also looking for counselors. Go to the Recreation page of our website for
more information. 

n OUR EQUINE PROGRAM is now accepting participants! Adults 18 and up
with disabilities, veterans and service members are eligible for this
therapeutic horseback riding program. To apply for the program or for more
information, contact Curt Stacy at cstacy@fpcnashville.org.

For Recreation Ministry info, contact 
Bryan Miller at bmiller@fpcnashville.org.

n NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS OPPORTUNITY — Join Josh Rodriguez for
a review and discussion of two books: Love Wins and Erasing Hell. Class
will meet in OHS room L-201.

n ME MORNINGS — Join us from 9:30 to 11:00 A.M. on Thursdays in The
Gathering Place.

n MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY — Wednesday nights. Dinner begins at 5:30,
and class begins at 6:00 P.M. Nursery and childcare provided. Josh and a
teaching team will gather to study the Bible, considering the implications
in our current cultural landscape and for our personal lives today. The
study will be exegetical and conversational. It will last until the end of
May. All are welcome.

RECREATION MINISTRY

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY



4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220
(615) 383-1815  www.fpcnashville.org

n TAIZE TRIP — July 7–14. The F.I.S.H. Foundation has graciously
given us a grant for a trip to Taize, France to visit the monastic
community. Email jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org for more information.

n CUBA TRIP — July 26–August 2. Email jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org if
you are interested. 

n Podcast — We have another podcast released. Listen on iTunes or
SoundCloud. The podcast is called “College Days.”

For Young Adult Ministry info, contact
Josh Rodriguez at 615-298-9598 or jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org.

n SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIP TO JAMAICA — Please pray for our youth
that are in Jamaica this week.

n SUMMER TRIPS:
• HS Mission Trip to WV – June 2–7 (Rising seniors on May 31)
• Graduated Senior Mystery Mission Trip – June 20–27
• JH Trip to Barefoot Camp with Adam – July 8–13

n MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
• People At Rest with Anne Dobbs: Saturday, April 6 from 9:30 to

11:30 A.M.
• Senior Banquet for Seniors and their Parents: Monday, April 8 at

6:30 P.M.
• Rise Against Hunger: Wednesday, April 10 from 4:30 to 6:30 P.M.
• Volunteer Leader Appreciation: Sunday, April 28 at noon.
• Youth Sunday: Sunday, May 5 at 8:30, 11:00 and The Five Thirty.

For Youth Ministry info, contact 615-298-9570 or youth@fpcnashville.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY


