
The single most important action contributing to whatever  
health and strength there is in our land is prayer. 

E ugene Peterson wrote the above words in 1985, in the introduction to his book 
Where Your Treasure Is: Psalms That Summon You from Self to Community. I 

remembered Peterson’s words in preparing to preach on June 30, the Sunday before 
our annual Independence Day celebrations. July 4 worship is a stimulating challenge 
for worship leaders to plan, because it carries such promise and such peril.

It carries promise because the people of the Lord have always confessed God’s 
providential concern for nations, not just religious bodies. We believe that God 
cares about ordinary things such as fair trading practices, public health and hygiene, 

respect for property, and responsible governance. It simply makes sense for Christians to pray for an orderly, 
just, peaceful society.

July 4 worship always carries peril, as well. Every good thing of the created order, including nations, can be 
turned into an idol. Prayers for an orderly, just, peaceful society can be distorted into prayers for God to bless 
anything and everything about one’s nation, or for God to favor one’s nation over other nations.

We do well to give thanks for our own nation as we do for our own families and hometowns: God can bless 
us in them without depriving others of their own prayers of thanks, and without having to favor one over  
the other!

We also do well to make intercession for our own nation as we do for our own families and hometowns: 
everything in the created order, created good by God, is fallen and in need of God’s gracious mercy. It has 
always been the case, in every era, that Christians are summoned to pray for their nations. May we all recommit 
ourselves to that priestly act on behalf of our own beloved land.

Stuart Gordon
Executive Pastor & 
Interim Head of Staff
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SUNDAY  |  JULY 7
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 11 a.m.

The Gospel’s Body
Psalm 132 

Ephesians 1:15–23 

Stuart Gordon

The Table 
Smooth as Glass  

Matthew 8
Brandon Schoeneweis

SUNDAY  |  JULY 14
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 11 a.m.

There’s Only Us
Psalm 82 

Luke 10:25–37 

Adam DeVries

The Table 
As Legal as Kindness   

Matthew 12
Sarah Bird

SUNDAY  |  JULY 21
Holy Communion 
8:30 & 11 a.m.

The Overview Effect
Psalm 8 

John 15:1–12 

John Musgrave

The Table 
Blessed, Broke, and Gave  

Matthew 14
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY  |  JULY 28
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 11 a.m.

Teach Us to Pray
Jeremiah 29:11–13 

Luke 11:1–13 
Romans 8:26–27

Sandra Randleman

The Table 
Up and at ’Em, Lazarus  

John 11
Adam DeVries



2

JULY Events

COMMUNICATIONS  
SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Did you know that you can keep up to date with all the 
activities and ministries of First Presbyterian Church by 
filling out our online Communications Subscription 
Form? You can use the form to subscribe to our weekly 
Parish News, monthly First Edition, and periodic funeral 
notifications, as well as the newsletters of individual 
church ministries. 
Access the form at fpcnashville.org/about-us/communications/

JULY EVENTS
LUNCH AT PUCKETT’S  
BOAT HOUSE, FRANKLIN
SUNDAY, JULY 21, FOLLOWING  
THE 11:00 a.m. SERVICE
We will meet in the narthex after the 11:00 worship 
service and ride the church bus to the restaurant. 
RSVP by Friday, July 19, to Sabrina at 615-383-1815  
or hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2:00 p.m.
We will discuss Ann Patchett’s Bel Canto in the 
Memorial Library. Reservations are not needed.

@fpcnashville            www.fpcnashville.org              fpcnashville  

FOR MORE UPDATES & NEWS  
FIND US ONLINE

HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY | JULY 21

Holy Communion will be observed on  
July 21 at all morning worship services.  

Prepare your hearts to celebrate  
this sign of Christ’s love. 

JUN28 
—JUL16

JUL2

JUL4—5

JUL7—14

JUL8—13

JUL17 

JUL21

JUL25

JUL26 
—AUG2

AUG1

Adult Mission Trip to  
East Africa/Kenya

Youth Festivus

Church Offices Closed

Young Adult Trip to  
Taizé, France

Middle School  
Barefoot Republic Camp 
with Adam

Youth Watersports Day

•  First Friends Sunday 
Lunch at Puckett’s Boat 
House in Franklin

• Brahms Concert

First Friends Book  
Discussion Group

Young Adult Mission  
Trip to Cuba

Youth Day Trip to  
Holiday World

PRAYER Requests

The Session asks that our congregation pray for the Pastor 
Nominating Committee and for the call of the Senior 
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church. We remember the 
words of Jesus recorded in Matthew 7:7–8: “Ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” With this verse in mind, 
the Session asks that our congregation pray at 7:07 a.m. 
each day (as well as any other time of day). You are also 
invited to pray in the Matt Hill Prayer Room on Sunday 
mornings and at other times as well.
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SYMPATHY
The First Presbyterian Church family extends prayers and 
sympathy to the following people and to other members of 
their families during their time of loss.

Timothy L. Amos and his wife, Beth Scott Clayton 
Amos, on the death of Timothy’s aunt, Mary Ellen 
Copeland Amos, who died on May 11. Sympathy also 
to Dollye Clayton.

Burton & Kathleen Dietz and Wally & Lee Lee Dietz 
on the death of Burton and Wally ’s father, Cecil 
Eugene “Gene” Dietz, who died on May 16. Sympathy 
also to Scott Dietz & Britni Kramarz and Kerry Dietz 
& Daniel Bacigalupi.

Clara Wood on the death of her husband, Leonard 
Norman Wood, who died on May 19.

Jim & Liz Bass Jr., Frank & Allison Bass II, and Susie 
Bowen on the death of Jim, Frank, and Susie’s father, 
James Orin “Jim” Bass, who died on May 22. Sympathy 
also to Frank & Tricia Bass III, Carter Bass, Neva Bass, 
Frank Bass IV, Bryan Bass, and Edwin Bass.

George & Lydia Armistead on the death of George’s 
brother, Steve Armistead, who died on May 27.

Emmy Phillips on the death of her husband, Douglas 
Eugene “Doug” Phillips, who died on June 8.

Betsy Davies on the death of her husband, Michael Nixon 
“Nick” Davies, who died on June 9. Sympathy also to 
Linda Davies & Amanda High and Kat & Andrew Bair.

BAPTISMS
In the presence of family, the congregation of First 
Presbyterian Church, and God, the following persons 
claimed God’s covenant promise through the Sacrament 
of Baptism.

Alyson & Barry Deans presented 
their son, Charles David Deans, for 
baptism on June 2. Assisting Elder 
was Kathy Celauro.

KATHERINE S. DEC 
Katherine S. Dec has joined First Presbyterian Church from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Upper St. Clair, Pennsylvania.

MARYANN & WILLIAM GIRARD 
MaryAnn & William Girard have joined First Presbyterian Church from First 
Presbyterian Church in Tyler, Texas.

CARTER SWAYZE  
Carter Swayze has joined First Presbyterian Church from Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Woodbridge, Virginia.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
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THE BETHEL 
SERIES
IS  COMING THIS  
FALL TO FPC!
One of Bethel’s proven tools for 
teaching the Bible is large 
symbolic pictures that help 
cement biblical concepts in the 
minds of students. Each weekly 

lesson comes equipped with its own symbolic picture. 
Lesson 1 in the New Testament Series kicks off the second 
year of classes. In this lesson, titled “In the Fullness of 
Time,” the hourglass is based upon words from Galatians 
4:4–5:

When the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

For more information and to register for the class, visit 
http://adults.fpcnashville.org/the-bethel-series/

If you have further questions, call Donna Robers at 
615-477-3322 or Becky Campbell at 615-414-7735.

This class has laid a great deal of 
historical groundwork, which has 
helped my understanding when 
reading Scripture, especially knowing 
more about the lifestyles and thought 
processes of people living during 
biblical times. Our teachers shared 
part of themselves with us and opened 
doors that I will continue to delve 
deeper into.
Sharing thoughts, ideas, and time with 
friends in Christ has helped me grow 
in knowledge and faith. I have come to 
feel that our class is part of something 
special. Thank you!

  –Annette Crout

Text without context is pretext. The 
most important learning in the Bethel 
Series comes in knowing to apply 
context in order to get at the truth. 
Of course, I knew very little at the start 
of this course, and at least now I have a 
framework for understanding the plan 
of God’s Kingdom on earth, and of that 
Kingdom which is to come.
I have much more to do.

–Bob Fitzpatrick

For the last few years, I have looked 
forward to the Sunday School hour. I 
have felt comfortable yet challenged in 
class. In addition, I have gained a new 
group of friends, based on the shared 
fellowship of learning; observed 
different styles of teaching Bible 
lessons; and gained a new under-
standing of the Bible through visual 
images symbolizing ideas, big-picture 
narratives that pull from multiple 
books of the Bible, and single concepts 
cited in a specific book and chapter.

–Alex Nicholson

EDUCATION & SMALL GROUPS 

READ WHAT RECENT GRADUATES OF THE STUDY AT FPC HAVE HAD TO SAY:

In the Fullness of Time
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MISSION FOCUS: 
UPCOMING TRIP TO THE  
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC,  
NOVEMBER 2–8
First Presbyterian Church was first introduced to the 
Dominican Republic mission through Pastor Todd Jones 
in 2003, when a few FPC members joined a team from 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, and returned excited to 
offer a service opportunity to our members. In 2005 a 
medical team was assembled, and they traveled to San 
Juan de la Maguana to offer their services to the poor and 
those with little or no access to medical care.

During their trips they saw an essential need for clean 
drinking water. In the spring of 2011, six FPC members 
were trained to install a water-filtration system. They 
visited the Dominican Republic for an initial site visit and 
since then have worked with the community, assisting 
them with installing and maintaining a water-filtration 
system in a local school. 

Our in-country partner is Solid Rock International (SRI), 
which has been working in the area since the early 1980s 
in various capacities, including child nutrition, education, 
healthcare, and sharing the word of God. 

When First Presbyterian Church members travel to San 
Juan de la Maguana, they are housed by SRI in their guest 
house, and they assist in medical care for local residents 
and those in remote barrios (neighborhoods). They also 
assist with construction on a new clinic and share time 
with local children. 

If you feel called to be a part of this mission, you are 
welcome to join us, whether or not you have medical 
experience. Help is always appreciated, be it assisting 
medical staff, helping with construction, or working on 
other projects. For more information, contact Annette 
Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9507.

MISSIONS

First Presbyterian Church’s mission teams are touching many lives around the globe 
and sharing the love of Christ. Please keep them in your prayers while they travel to 

Cuba, Kenya, and Taizé, France, during the month of July.
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CHILDREN’S  
CHOIRS 2019–20:
REGISTRATION OPENS SOON!
Does your child love to sing? If they are between age 4 
and 6th grade, we invite them to be a part of children’s 
choir at FPC. Our growing program includes Hosanna 
Choir (ages 4–1st grade) and Doxology Choir (2nd– 
6th grade). 

With so many activities to choose from, why include 
choir as part of your child’s school year?

 •  Choir, through leadership in worship, is a signifi-
cant form of service.

 • Choir develops music skills that can last a lifetime.

 • Choir teaches the hymns of our faith.

 •  Choir helps children understand what goes on in 
the worship service.

 •  Choir establishes a sense of place and purpose for 
our children.

 • Choir is fun!

MUSIC

We will meet on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 
beginning mid-August. Hope to see you there! For more 
information, contact Kelly Posey, Children’s Choir Coor-
dinator, at kposey@fpcnashville.org or 615-476-5596.

BRAHMS CONCERT
A Classic Six (Greg Thomas and friends) will perform 
Brahms’s Liebeslieder Waltzes (Love song waltzes) on 
Sunday, July 21, at 4:00 p.m. in the FPC Sanctuary. In addi-
tion to this delightful piece for multiple singers and piano 
four-hands, the program will feature several other works 
by Brahms. There is no charge for admission, and the 
concert is open to the public.

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Spiritual gifts are ours to give away. God gives them to us, 
and we use them to serve others. How are you using your 
gifts right now? Are you looking for a new way to use 
them? If your spiritual gifts include faith, mercy, 
listening, or encouragement, consider Stephen Ministry, 
our congregation’s one-to-one caregiving ministry. This 
may be just what you’ve been seeking.

New training begins in September. 

Contact Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502 or 
srandleman@fpcnashville.org for additional information.
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TENDING THE GARDEN 
We are excited that our third summer with the Sue Sumner 
Herb Garden is underway. This season we are growing 
basil, dill, chives, rosemary, lavender, thyme, sage, parsley, 
and mint (along with zinnias, because who doesn’t love 
those?). It is such a joy to be able to dig in the dirt right 
here on FPC’s campus, and we’d love for you to join us!

This year we are launching a new partnership with The 
Cookery, a Nashville restaurant focused on training 
formerly homeless students and equipping them with 
culinary techniques to prepare them for employment in 
Nashville’s food industry. In addition to operating The 
Cookery, the employees there serve breakfast to the home-
less each Saturday morning in a partnership with 
Downtown Presbyterian Church. Our weekly harvests 
will be used by The Cookery in their Saturday-morning 
meals, and we could not be more excited.

Interested in joining us? There’s a watering can with  
your name on it. Email or call Ashley Higgins  
(fpcnashherbgarden@gmail.com or 919-414-7441) for 
more information. We’d love for you to come tend the 
garden with us!
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MINISTRY PLATFORM
USER GROUP
In the fall of 2017, First Presbyterian Church began the 
search for new church-management software, as our 
30-year-old system was scheduled to retire in 2020. After 
evaluating multiple demonstrations from various vendors, 
we contracted with Think Ministry to install Ministry 
Platform, a revolutionary church-management system 
built on a flexible data platform that allows unlimited 
customization and scalability. In August of 2018, we final-
ized the migration from our previous system into Ministry 
Platform. Since that time our staff has been working dili-
gently to integrate this new system into all of our ministry 
areas so we may better serve our congregation.

This past May, four members of our staff traveled to 
Charleston, South Carolina, to attend the Ministry 
Platform User Group (MPUG), a three-day annual event 
for churches using Ministry Platform. MPUG provided 
training, educational panels, and small-group discus-
sions. It also allowed staff to network with the MP team 
and other churches from around the country and the 
world. Some of the sessions offered were “How to Track 
Engagement in Your Church,” “How to Best Serve Your 
Flock,” and “What’s New in Ministry Platform.” But lest 

you think it was all training and educational sessions, our 
staff group was the winner of a photo scavenger hunt 
aboard the USS Yorktown aircraft carrier docked at the 
Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum in the 
Charleston Harbor.

In the coming months, we will be working to further inte-
grate Ministry Platform into FPC’s operations. Our plan 
and hope in this effort is to more effectively connect and 
communicate with those we serve: our congregation and 
community. We are excited about what the future holds 
for all of us!

MPUG 2019 
ATTENDEES:

Ginny Barber 
Administrative Assistant

Lynn Elliott 
Executive Assistant

Leanne Hudson 
Children’s Ministry 

Administrative Assistant

Dave Shetler 
Senior Accountant
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SPECIAL EVENTS

ROOTED
IN CHRIST Saturday, August 24

F A M I L Y  C O N F E R E N C E
“ Without knowledge of self, there is no knowledge of God.” 

- John Calvin

9 A.M.  to  12:15 P.M.

ROOTED IN CHRIST 
FAMILY CONFERENCE
The Rooted in Christ Family Conference will take 
place Saturday, August 24, from 9:00 a.m. to  
12:15 p.m. Speakers will include Mark and Susan 
DeVries, Jeremy Shapiro, Betty Ann Santi, David 
Thomas, and Sissy Goff. 

Register at www.fpcnashville.org under Events. PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN            GATHERING

TUESDAY  |   SEPTEMBER 10 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
FALL GATHERING
Save the date for the Presbyterian Women Fall 
Gathering on Tuesday, September 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
in the FPC Sanctuary. Our guest speaker will be Liz 
Curtis Higgs, author of Bad Girls of the Bible and 
What We Can Learn from Them. Liz mixes her solid 
biblical knowledge with personal stories and lots of 
good humor. She is making a special effort to 
schedule this appearance, and we are very fortunate 
to have her here. 

Register at fpcnashville.org under Events; early-
bird discount ends July 10.

NaCoMe 
FAMILY CAMP
Registration is now open for NaCoMe family camp!  
Camp is scheduled for August 3–4. 

Register at fpcnashville.org under Events.

����� ���� � �
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GOLF TOURNAMENT
FPC

SAVE THE DATE
FPC GOLF TOURNAMENT 
October 1, 2019
Nashville Golf  & Athletic 

YOUTH WEEKLY
SUMMER ACTIVITIES
TUESDAYS:   11 a.m. Prayer Time 

6–8 p.m. JH Festivus
WEDNESDAYS:  6–8 p.m. HS Festivus 
THURSDAYS:   2–3 p.m. Guysʼ and Girlsʼ  

Small Groups
SUNDAYS:  8–9 p.m. Open-Court Basketball 

CONTACT YOUR INTERN FOR 
MORE INFORMATION!
7th: Hayden McGuffin (hmcguffin@mail.smu.edu)
8th: Zach Smith (zach.smith@tcu.edu)
9th: Helen Rieke (helen.rieke@tcu.edu)
10th: Olivia Brittle (brittleolivia@gmail.com)
11th:  Maggie McConnell  

(maggiemcconnell00@gmail.com)
12th:  Brandon Schoeneweis  

(brandon.schoeneweis@gmail.com)
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July 20 this year marks the 50th anniversary of the first 
lunar landing. On that Sunday morning in 1969, Webster 
Presbyterian Church, where Buzz Aldrin was an elder, 
celebrated Communion. The loaf had a small wedge torn 
from it that had been given to Buzz to take to the moon. At 
the conclusion of the service, Pastor Dean Woodruff did 
not offer a benediction, saying that the service would be 
completed after the lunar landing.

The church wanted to express the understanding that 
what was happening transcended electronics, computers, 

and rockets, trusting that space exploration was part of 
God’s plan for humanity. The decision to celebrate 
Communion on the surface of the moon was to acknowl-
edge that God was present, empowering and revealing.

To commemorate this historic occasion, seven replicas of 
the chalice used in the service were made, one of which 
was given to our Parish Associate, John Musgrave, who 
previously served as Senior Pastor of Webster Presbyterian 
Church. John will celebrate Communion on July 21 using 
that chalice.

IN BUZZ ALDRIN’S OWN WORDS:
Houston, this is Eagle. This is the LM pilot speaking. I would like to request a few moments of silence. I would like 
to invite each person listening in, whoever and whomever he may be, to contemplate for a moment the events of the 
past few hours and to give thanks in their own individual way. 

For me, this meant taking Communion. In the radio blackout I opened the little plastic packages which contained 
bread and wine. 

In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the side of the cup. It was interesting 
to think that the first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there, were Communion elements. 

And so, just before I partook of the elements, I read the words which I had chosen to indicate our trust that as man 
probes into space we are in fact acting in Christ.

I sensed especially strongly my unity with our church back home and with the church everywhere. 

I read: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in Me, and I in him, will bear much fruit; for you 
can do nothing without Me.”

Lunar Communion
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E veryone at First Presbyterian Church knows the 
wonderful hymn that begins with these words:

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,  

opening to the sun above.”

Not only is “Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee” 
very familiar in our worship, it’s also the 
official song of Oak Hill School. Many 
people may know that the music (the 
tune is Hymn to Joy) comes from the 
final movement (the “Ode to Joy”) of 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, 
but who knows how the lyrics of the 
hymn are related to First Presbyterian 
Church of Nashville? These words came 
from the hand of Dr. Henry van Dyke Jr., 
a Presbyterian minister who had degrees 
both from Princeton University and 
Princeton Theological Seminary.

Ordained in 1879, van Dyke was extraor-
dinarily gifted in preaching and writing. 
His most well-known pulpit was Brick 
Presbyterian Church in New York City, 
where he conducted Mark Twain’s funeral in 1910. Later, 
he became Professor of English Literature at Princeton 
University. He was a warm personal friend of Woodrow 
Wilson, and in 1902 he was Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. Van Dyke was an 
internationally known literary figure, accruing awards and 
honorary degrees. His well-known 1896 short story, “The 
Other Wise Man,” is still a classic. His proudest accom-
plishment was chairing the committee that produced the 
1906 Presbyterian Book of Common Worship. He wrote 
“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee” in 1907 while visiting 
Williams College.

So, what is the connection to First Presbyterian Church? 
Henry van Dyke Sr.—father of Henry Jr.—was the Senior 
Pastor of our church in 1872! He was voted on by our 
congregation in February 1872, while he was serving a 
church in Brooklyn, New York. The congregation issued 
the call without having seen him. He visited Nashville in 
March, preached on two Sundays, and was well received 

by the congregation. On April 5, van 
Dyke sent a telegram to the church 
accepting the call; a similar letter 
followed. He was released from his 
church and presbytery in New York, and 
he preached and moderated the Session 
in Nashville in May. He was then granted 
a summer vacation starting the third 
week in June and continuing through 
September 1. 

Letters in our archives tell the story of his 
asking to extend his family time off 
through October—then declaring in 
November that he would not be back at 
all! Mentioning “Mrs. van Dyke’s condi-
tion,” his roundabout wording advised 
the Session that the call should be 

rescinded. It turns out that Mrs. van Dyke had a terminal 
illness—something not explained in his correspondence. 

The story of our 1872 pastor is a strange one: he was called, 
he came for a couple of months, he went away, he never 
returned—and he was never formally installed! The two 
Henry van Dykes are often confused, since the history of 
each man rarely uses “Sr.” or “Jr.” But, to be clear: Henry 
van Dyke Sr. briefly served as the pastor of our church and 
died in 1891. Henry van Dyke Jr. wrote “Joyful, joyful, we 
adore Thee” in 1907; he died in 1933.

From the Archives

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
& THE HENRY VAN DYKES

Henry van Dyke
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