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Friends,

We have been honored to serve as your Pastor Nominating 
Committee over the past year, and appreciate the responsibility 
and trust you have placed in us. Thank you for all your prayers and 
support during this journey, as we have sought God’s guidance for 
this vitally important decision in the life of our church. 

We have reached out to more than 50 prominent contacts who 
know our church, seeking names of pastors capable of leading this 
church that all of us love so much. Our search has been national in 
scope, and we have vetted, and listened to sermons of, more than 
100 pastors – speaking with pastors from New York to California 
and all points in between. Most of all, we have trusted the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in this process.

The time has come to vote on a new leader for First Presbyterian 
Church, Nashville.

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that we introduce to you 
our unanimous choice: the Reverend Dr. Ryan V. Moore, who is Co-
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma. We were 
first drawn to Ryan because of his exceptional gifts as a preacher 
and a teacher. During the process of getting to know Ryan and his 
family we became convinced that the Holy Spirit was calling him to 
our church.

Ryan has a strong personal faith and loves Jesus Christ with all his 
heart. He is an energetic and passionate pastor who can relate to 
people of all generations on a personal level. He is a visionary and 
confident leader.
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He is Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical.

Ryan is joyful, fun-loving, and has a great sense of humor, and we 
have enjoyed getting to know him.

He is a 43-year-old native of Indiana and was reared in a strong 
Christian home. During this process we have come to know his wife, 
Heather, a practicing attorney specializing in tax-exempt law, as 
well as their three incredible children: Elijah, Jonah, and Georgia. 
We have prayed together, shared meals, and most importantly, 
shared our faith in and love for Jesus Christ and our church.

Our committee is confident that God has called Ryan to First, 
Nashville. It is with great joy and enthusiasm that we unanimously 
submit our recommendation to you, that you vote to call the 
Reverend Dr. Ryan V. Moore to be our next Senior Pastor.

Yours in Christ, 

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R   N O M I N A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E



R YA N ’ S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  F A I T H

I affirm the historic witness of the one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic church as revealed in the Scriptures, and summarized 
in the ancient Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. I gladly embrace 
the essential tenets of the Reformed tradition, which lift up the 
authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, and the joyful 
calling to proclaim Jesus as Lord. Everything necessary – the 
whole counsel of God – for understanding the glory of God, 
humanity’s salvation, faith, and life is set down in the pages of 
the Old and New Testaments. All things in Scripture are not 
always easily understood; yet those things, which are essential 
for salvation, for a life rooted in Jesus Christ, are by the Spirit’s 
power open to all who would see and hear. 

There is one God, without beginning and without end who is 
eternal, infinite, perfect, and glorious; unchangeable in his being 
and perfection; the Creator of all things, and Sovereign of the 
cosmos. God, perfect in love and righteousness, one in essence, 
existing eternally in the three persons of the Trinity – Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Jesus Christ is alone the full and complete revelation of God to 
the world. He is God’s eternal and only begotten Son, conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered and was 
buried, and on Easter he rose again from the dead for us and for 
our salvation. Jesus is both fully human and fully divine, and by 
his life, death, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of 
the Father is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is the breath of 
God, the Lord and giver of life. The Spirit convicts and persuades 
us to repent from our sin and to confess Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
The Spirit bestows spiritual gifts on the church so that it might 
be a credible witness in its proclamation of the gospel. The Spirit 
is our comforter, turning sorrow into joy, and is our advocate, 
interceding for us through the Son to the Father. 

God, out of his love and for his glory, created man and woman 
in his own image. Humanity is the crown of God’s creation, 
blessed to live in fellowship with God, glorifying and enjoying 
him forever. Tragically, humanity rebelled against God, unable 
to repair a right relationship with God, others, and creation. 

Out of God’s great love and mercy, he sent his only Son to rescue 
us from death, to atone for our sins, to remove our guilt, and to 
redeem us. Therefore, our only comfort is that we belong--body 
and soul, in life and in death--to Jesus Christ, who by his blood 
shed on the cross has fully paid for all our sins. Soli Deo Gloria! 
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T H E  
R E V E R E N D  D R .  R YA N  V I N C E N T  M O O R E

I have worked closely with Ryan since he joined the board of The Outreach 
Foundation in 2017. In his ministry he consistently shares and shows the love of 
Jesus. Comfortable in his faith and pastoral calling, Ryan loves people, cares for 
the church, preaches the word, equips believers for ministry and seeks to engage 
others in mission. I’ve seen the same quality of compassion in Ryan whether he is 
reaching out to widows in Syria, business leaders in Tulsa or children gathering at 
the church.

A thoughtful and skillful leader, Ryan has served some great churches. I’ve always 
thought that great pastors shape great congregations and that great congregations 
shape great pastors. I am delighted and grateful that the Lord led our PNC 
to call Ryan Moore to be our next pastor. What a joy it will be to see how this 
new relationship brings glory to God, strengthens us in faith and ushers forth in 
ministry that changes lives from our neighborhoods to the ends of the earth.
Rev. Dr. Rob Weingartner - Executive Director The Outreach Foundation

Ryan Moore is a gifted pastor, passionate preacher, committed teacher, and able 
administrator. He knows how to lead and will bring all his energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love to the calling of pastor in the life of your congregation. As 
good of a pastor and leader as Ryan is, First Presbyterian Church will be doubly 
blessed by his wife Heather and family. I cannot think of a better pastor to lead 
First Presbyterian Church Nashville into a future as bright as God’s promises.
Dr. Chris Currie - Pastor/Head of Staff, First Presbyterian Church of Shreveport

R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  R YA N ’ S  C O L L E A G U E S

Because of my long-standing and deeply-felt admiration for First Presbyterian 
Church of Nashville, I learned of the church’s call to Ryan Moore with unabashed 
joy. Ryan is a giant both physically and spiritually. He possesses a great intellect, 
a sterling character, and a warm and gracious spirit. His preaching, leadership, 
and pastoral skills are superb. He and his wife, Heather, have created a family 
worth emulating. First Church is calling a man who will be a dynamic force in that 
church’s life for years to come. To God be the glory! 
Dr. J. Howard Edington - Former Senior Minister at First Presbyterian Church  
of Orlando & current Member of Montreat College Board of Trustees

Ryan and Heather Moore are an amazing couple and will offer tremendous gifts 
to First Presbyterian Nashville. Ryan is a gifted preacher and leader, and he has 
remarkable skills in relating to people of diverse backgrounds, ages, and vocations. 
It has been a great joy for Susan and I to watch Ryan’s leadership blossom and his 
pastoral wisdom deepen across the years, and I can’t imagine a better match than 
the wonderful congregation of First Presbyterian Nashville and Ryan and Heather 
and their family. Congratulations all the way around!

Dr. L. Gregory Jones - Dean, Duke Divinity School
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Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, to serve on their interim staff.

In 2008 he was called as Associate Pastor for Discipleship at First 
Presbyterian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. After serving the church in 
Tulsa for three years, he left for postgraduate studies at the University of 
St. Andrews in Fife, Scotland. Ryan earned a Ph.D. in theology from St. 
Mary’s Divinity/University of St. Andrews. 

As he completed his formal studies, he was called back by First Tulsa, in 
2013, to serve as Co-Pastor with Jim Miller. Dr. Miller is one of the leading 
pastors in the P.C. (USA), who has served as both a mentor and friend to 
Ryan during their ministry together. As Ryan told us, Jim has been like a 
grandfather to his children.

Heather and Ryan have three wonderful children. Elijah will be in the 
fifth grade at Oak Hill School and his younger brother Jonah will be in 
the third grade. Georgia will be four this October and will be in our 
four-day Early Preschool program.

Ryan would say his joy at First, Tulsa has been to watch as young and 
old have come to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). During his tenure small groups have 
multiplied, ministries to families with children have grown, commitment 
to metro-Tulsa missions has strengthened, and First Church’s downtown 
campus has undergone a comprehensive renovation and expansion.

In addition to being a mom, Heather is an attorney with Faegre Baker 
Daniels, based in Indianapolis. She works remotely, advising a variety 
of nonprofit organizations, including colleges and universities (some of 
which are faith-based institutions), fraternities and sororities, private 
foundations, and other charities.

Heather and Ryan’s oldest son Elijah is a 5th grader at a Spanish immersion 
school in Tulsa. In February he served as a translator on a medical mission 
trip to Valladolid, Mexico. Elijah loves to watch and play sports. He’s an 
avid fan of the Duke Blue Devils. He’d likely would say the highlight of 
his summer was to run the length of Cameron Indoor Stadium. Living in 
Scotland, making friends from around the world, and traveling to new 
and sometimes strange places has given Elijah a wonder and curiosity for 
God’s beautiful world.

Jonah is a gentle giant. He is a 3rd grader, and like his brother has 
attended a Spanish immersion school. He loves to play soccer and likes 

T H E  M O O R E  F A M I L Y

Ryan Moore was reared in a strong Christian home by loving parents. 
He spent his formative years in Upland, Indiana, where his father was a 
professor and chairman of the art department at Taylor University. Taylor 
is a Christian university, and the faculty and friends in the community 
became part of Ryan’s extended family of faith.

At Wheaton College, Ryan majored in economics and minored in music. 
It was there where he fell in love with Heather George. She is from the 
Washington, DC area, where her father is an esteemed psychiatrist, author, 
and member of the faculty at Georgetown University. She also comes from 
a strong family of faith.

After graduating, Ryan moved to the Washington, DC area, where he 
performed with the National Opera Company. It was during this time that 
he became a Presbyterian, joining National Presbyterian Church.

Two years later, Heather graduated from Wheaton, and they married and 
moved to Durham, North Carolina. Ryan attended the Divinity School 
at Duke University, and while there served an internship at Blacknall 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. It was during this time of service that he 
started to feel a call to the ministry.

After graduation he became a Lake Fellow in parish ministry at Second 
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, one of the largest churches in our 
denomination. After three years of service he was called to Tabernacle 



to draw. For his last birthday he asked for a shofar (a ram’s horn), which 
he used to announce the arrival of the angel Gabriel at this past year’s 
Christmas pageant. It won’t come as a surprise that Jonah has asked to 
learn to play the bagpipes. The Lord has gifted Jonah with a sweet spirit. 
He is thoughtful, kind, and has an infectious laugh.

Georgia is quick to remind everyone that she turns four in October. Outside 
the home, Georgia’s world has revolved around her two deep loves: first, 
her classmates at her school, and second, her time at church with friends, 
including Sunday school, Little Lambs on Monday mornings, and her 
beloved AWANA Cubbies. Georgia has opinions on almost everything, 
including what she should wear and how she would like her hair done. She 
will love making new friends and exploring new places at First Church.

First Nashville Family,

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! Glory be to Him both now and forevermore! Heather and I and the 
kids are eager to know and be known by you. Life with Jesus means that 
lots of adventure awaits us in our life together.

First off, let me applaud your PNC. They have been a beautiful and com-
pelling witness as to what Jesus is doing in and through this outpost of 
His Kingdom. Heather and I have come to love them, and through them 
to love all of you.

Heather and I consider this call from the Lord to First Nashville to be one 
of His great blessings. We are thankful to stand on the shoulders of so 
many faithful pastors, like your beloved Todd Jones, elders, deacons, mis-
sionaries, staff and church members. Yours is a community with a history 
of God-sized vision and I can’t wait to see where He leads us together. It is 
exciting to imagine what the future holds knowing who holds the future. 
And we stand on the promise that in Jesus, whether in life or death, the 
best is always yet to come.

Over the next several weeks, we would covet your prayers for us, for the 
kids, and for our dearly loved family of faith back in Tulsa. We are already 
praying for you and your amazing pastors and staff.

May the joy of the Lord be our strength (Neh. 8:10)!

Warmly, in Christ,

Ryan

 

L E T T E R  F R O M  R Y A N
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