
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  

—Philippians 1:3

O ur new pastor is on his way. A great job has been done by our Pastor Nominating 
Committee, with the able leadership of Lonnie Stout!  

It was October 14, 2018, when the congregation elected its search committee, and our new 
pastor hopes to begin on November 1, 2019. I’m sure there are many congregations that 
would love to complete such a process in one year. Frankly, it doesn’t surprise me. Let me 
tell you about what I’ve learned about First Presbyterian Church during this eight-month 
interim. 
You have a tremendous staff—administrative, program, and pastoral. Most members don’t 
have reason to interact with the staff on a regular basis, so they wouldn’t have reason to 
know the work they do. Let me say that they are dedicated, professional, and committed 

to the work of the church, not simply to drawing a paycheck. We are blessed by their labors. 
You have wise officers. I can’t tell you the number of times during the interim when I picked up the phone to seek 
counsel from leaders in our congregation. No matter what the puzzle or challenge, always there was someone with the 
experience, wisdom, and dedication to resolve the issue. It made my work so much easier. 
You are a wonderful body of people. You’ve shown in this year that your love for this church is just that: love for the 
church, for Christ’s body expressed here. You decided to be faithful in a season when you might have taken a vacation. You 
worshiped; you pledged and gave; you answered the call to service. Ryan Moore accepts your call to First Presbyterian 
with the confidence that he is joining in ministry with an enthusiastic church. 
Frankly, I must admit that I didn’t learn these things just in the last eight months. I’ve known them for a long time. Anne 
and I feel supremely blessed and honored to serve with you in this place. We’re excited about welcoming Ryan, Heather, 
and their kids, knowing from our own experience what a blessing it is to raise a family at First Presbyterian Church and 
Oak Hill School.  
We thank God for you, and we look forward to this next chapter of ministry together.

Stuart Gordon
Executive Pastor & 
Interim Head of Staff
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SUNDAY  |  OCTOBER 6 
17th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 & 11 a.m.

IPO
Jeremiah 17:5–8 

Philippians 1:1–11 

Stuart Gordon

The Table 
Keep Moving Forward 

Hebrews 5
Angelina DeVincenzo

SUNDAY  |  OCTOBER 13 
18th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 & 11 a.m.

The Money Conundrum
Luke 12:1–3, 13–23 

Psalm 112 

Bill Enright

The Table 
Blessings, On Blessings, On Blessings 

Hebrews 6
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY  |  OCTOBER 20
19th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 & 11 a.m.

Teach Your Children Well
Deuteronomy 6:19 

Hebrews 11 (selected verses) 

Sarah Bird

The Table 
A Permanent Priest 

Hebrews 7
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY  |  OCTOBER 27
20th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 & 11 a.m.

Any Communion  
in the Spirit?

Deuteronomy 5:1–5 
Philippians 1:27–2:2 

Joe Small

The Table 
Heads up! 
Hebrews 8

Josh Rodriguez
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SYMPATHY
The First Presbyterian Church family extends prayers and 
sympathy to the following people and to other members of 
their families during their time of loss:

Brad & Debbie Gilmore on the death of Brad’s brother, 
Neal Barret “Barry” Gilmore, who died on August 15. 
Sympathy also to Clare, Maddie, and Amy Gilmore.

Justine Milam, Justin & Maureen Milam, and Mary 
Frances & Joe Kerr on the death of Justine’s sister and 
Justin’s & Mary Frances’s aunt, Margaret Young Milam, 
who died on August 17. Sympathy also to Allison Diehl, 
Jay & Jen Milam, Ari Milam, Kat Milam, Kathleen Kerr, 
and Anna Kerr.

Chris & Beth Kirkland on the death of Chris’s mother 
Jenny Lee Darnall Kirkland, who died on August 19. 
Sympathy also to Bonner & Hayden Kirkland.

Mark & Teresa Alspaugh on the death of Mark’s mother 
Mary Ellen Alspaugh, who died on August 26.

Drew & Colyer Robison on the death of Drew’s mother 
George Ann Robison Ahles, who died on August 28. 
Sympathy also to Allie & Noah Mudd, Andrew Robison, 
and Luke Robison.

BAPTISMS
In the presence of family, the congregation of First Presby-
terian Church, and God, the following persons claimed 
God’s covenant promise through the Sacrament 
of Baptism:

Nancy and Zouky Mapangala 
presented their son, Elijah 
Mapangala, for baptism on 
September 8. Assisting Elder 
was John Eason.

OCTOBER Events
OCT1

OCT2

OCT6

OCT12

OCT17

OCT20

OCT27

OCTOBER EVENTS
COMMUNITIES OF BELONGING
TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 8, 15, 22, AND 
29, 2:00 p.m., MEMORIAL LIBRARY
We will use a study guide called Godspeed. It features 
writers like N.T. Wright and Eugene Peterson, discussing 
the need for us to slow down and take the time to know 
one another and be known by one another. Hal Sauer 
and Brenda Geise will be leaders. Register online or call 
Brenda at 615-298-9515.

THURSDAY LUNCHEON/ 
PROGRAM
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 12:00 p.m., 
COURTENAY HALL
Mr. Jim Splawn, who lives in Huntsville, Alabama, and 
is a college friend of our own Bill Arrants, will share 
information and stories about his career with NASA. 
RSVP by Monday, October 14.

LUNCH AT VITTLES IN 
BRENTWOOD
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, FOLLOWING 
11:00 a.m. SERVICE
We will meet in the foyer and ride the church bus. RSVP  
by Friday, October 18.

Golf Tournament

Communities of Belonging 
Kick Off

World Communion 
Sunday
 Moon Group Milestone 
Celebration

Officers’ Workshop 
"Kitchen Table Giving"

First Friends Thursday 
Luncheon/Program

First Friends Sunday Lunch

Reformation Sunday

All God’s Children Sing 
at 11:00 a.m. Worship 
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WORSHIP

GENEROSITY
This month we launch our 2020 Stewardship/Generosity 
campaign! We begin earlier this year, with the goal of 
concluding the campaign on November 24, at our annual 
ThanksGiving breakfast. Check for the delivery of your 
pledge card during the week of October 6.

The Generosity Team invites you to ask God for three 
things:
 1.  Inspiration for us to embrace our mission as a church;
 2.   Participation by more and more of us in funding 

the mission;
 3.  Dedication on your part to being part of that mission.

You may go online to pledge, or place your pledge card in 
the offering plate, or mail it in.

With our new pastor set to begin this month, it’s a joyful 
season at First Presbyterian. Thank you for showing your 
commitment to this next chapter of our ministry together.

—Generosity Team

OCTOBER GUEST  
SPEAKERS
In October, we will have two guest preachers joining us: 
Bill Enright on October 13 and Joe Small on October 27. 
They are very excited to be visiting us—let's make sure to 
give them a big welcome!

GENEROSITY EMPHASIS
On Saturday the 12th, Bill Enright 
will lead a Generosity Workshop 
for church officers, “Kitchen Table 
Giving,” in the Gathering Place. 
He will preach at the sanctuary 
services on the 13th.

Dr. Enright is the Founding Karen 
Lake Buttrey Director Emeritus of 

the Lake Institute on Faith & Giving, and a former Senior 
Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis.

He is a graduate of Wheaton College, Fuller Theological 
Seminary, and McCormick Theological Seminary, 

Chicago, Illinois. He earned a Ph.D. from the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, and holds three D.D. (honorary) 
degrees.

Highly involved in the civic life of Indianapolis, in addition 
to holding numerous positions on a variety of boards, Dr. 
Enright is also co-founder of the Celebration of Hope, a 
program for racial reconciliation, which was recognized 
by President Clinton as one of ten national programs to be 
honored at the White House. He has authored several 
books, the latest being Channel Markers, and lectured at 
numerous colleges, universities, and theological insti-
tutions as well as for business associations such as The 
Young Presidents and World Presidents organizations. 

BARRY B. GIBBS LECTURE SERIES
The Gibbs Lectures Series was 
founded in 2012 with a bequest 
from the will of Barry B. Gibbs. 

This year’s lecturer is Joseph Small, 
a Presbyterian pastor, author, and 
denominational leader.

Most noteworthy among Small’s 
achievements has been the development of theological 
papers that have helped the PC(USA) find consensus to 
settle major disputes. “Is Christ Divided?” and “Hope in 
the Lord Jesus Christ” were welcomed and approved 
overwhelmingly by General Assemblies. 

After nearly 25 years as Associate Director and then 
Director of the PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship, 
Joe retired at the end of 2010. 

Small now spends his time writing, reading, and lecturing. 
He also teaches at the University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary and the Reformed Institute of Metropolitan 
Washington, as well as serving as Church Relations 
Consultant for the Presbyterian Foundation. 

Joe will preach at the sanctuary services and teach an 
all-church Sunday School class in Courtenay Hall. He also 
will offer a program for area ministers on that Monday 
morning.Dr. William Enright 

Dr. Joseph Small
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WORLD  
COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 6
World Communion Sunday, taking place on the first 
Sunday of every October, is a celebration observed by 
several Christian denominations and which promotes 
Christian unity and ecumenical cooperation. 

The tradition originated in the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1933. It was 
adopted throughout the United States Presbyterian 
Church in 1936 and subsequently spread to other denom-
inations. In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches (now 
the National Council of Churches) endorsed World 
Communion Sunday and began to promote it to Christian 
churches worldwide.  

At First Presbyterian, we will celebrate World Communion 
by having the liturgy spoken in English and a variety of 
other languages throughout the service and by using music 
that reminds us of our shared union with Christians 
around the world. Our procession will include the cross 
bearer, the Bible and the Cup and Bread bearers, a group 
of women carrying baskets often used to serve communion 
in Rwanda, the 6th graders carrying an assortment of flags 
from around the world, the choir, and our ministers.

Come join us!

Celebrate the Love of God around the world.

FALL COMMUNITIES  
OF BELONGING 
This fall, beginning October 2 and continuing for 8 weeks, 
we will explore Godspeed. In a culture where time is of the 
essence, we rarely slow down enough to be relational. 
What would happen to our lives, our relationships, our 
ministry, if we were to simply slow down, be intentional, 
and live at Godspeed? This study will illustrate living 
slowly, doing life outside of walls, the crucial necessity of 
relationship, and the eternal value of seemingly simple 
practices like walking through the neighborhood. We have 
nearly 20 different groups meeting at various times 
throughout the week, so go online and sign up for the one 
that best fits your schedule.

All groups are encouraged to attend the kickoff event on 
Wednesday, October 2, in Courtenay Hall, from 6:00–7:00 
p.m. On this evening, we will gather as a community to 
screen the short documentary film, Godspeed, and begin 
our study together with thoughtful conversation.

Dinner is available with registration for the kickoff on 
October 2 as well as each Wednesday Night from 5:00–6:00 
p.m. prior to the evening study.

WORSHIP (CONT.)

New Program 
COMING OCTOBER 2
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MISSIONS

JAMAICA MISSION TRIP
FEBRUARY 8—15
Our History
In 1995–1996, FPC member Nelson Crowe along with his 
daughter Emily first went on a youth summer mission trip 
to Mandeville, Jamaica. Then-member Don Albright with 
his son was also there, and the entire team fell in love with 
the people and the mission. They were moved by the 
Spirit to recruit a team of adult members the following 
year and to make this a new annual adult mission trip for 
First Presbyterian Church. While FPC continued to take 
rising senior high school youth to Jamaica in the summer, 
the adult trip became an early staple of the adult mission 
program at FPC and went on to, through other members, 
spur trips to Belize, Kenya, and even Cuba. Other early 
attendees of the trip included Michael Baron, Craig 
Buffkin, Michael Hindman, Mickey Martin, Tom Smith, 
John Wimberly, and many others.  

Working in partnership with local churches, volunteers 
have developed longstanding friendships and relationships 
not only with other team members but also with those in 
Jamaica. 

After many years of working at the Balcarres Road Church, 
the mission team currently partners with St. Andrews 
Church in Mandeville where they work side by side 
building much needed church space or houses and 
provide dental services for those who cannot afford it or 
do not have access to it where they live. Oak Hill School 
teachers also partner with school programs for the 

children. Last year, they began working on a new collabo-
rative effort to develop a sustainability project that will 
create jobs for local women.

With long-lasting friendships and a love for the mission, it 
is common for people to return on this mission trip every 
year, with many having gone more than ten years. Each 
year, they return to their home away from home, the 
Moorlands Camp in Mandeville, where they have stayed 
each year for over 22 years.  

Join J.T. Martin, trip leader, and the team for this upcoming 
trip in February to see what wonderful things God is 
doing through this mission. You will be amazed at the 
contribution you can make in someone’s life and how it 
may change yours. 

To be a part of this mission or to learn more, contact 
Annette Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org or 
615-298-9507.
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MISSIONS

ROOM IN THE INN
Each winter, First Presbyterian Church houses 14 men 
every Wednesday night from November through March in 
the Cannon Center for an evening meal, a safe place to 
sleep, a hot breakfast, and a sack lunch to take with them 
for the next day. While they are our guests, they have access 
to showers, laundry facilities, and a clothing closet, which 
not only has clothing, but also toiletries and basic personal 
items from which they can choose.

Many of the men we have met through RITI each have 
their own story. Some have issues where they are unable to 
work, but some may have had one event that happened to 
them where they just couldn’t pay rent or keep their home. 
You never know when an unexpected health event or 
family situation can change your life and put you on the 
street.

Last year, we hosted over 300 guests and supplied 900 
meals with the help of many of you that have volunteered 
your time and hospitality.

We appreciate all those who are our regular volunteers and 
pray others will find a calling to be a part of this ministry. 
For those who have an interest, we will walk you through 
each step.

Volunteer Roles Each Week:

 •  2 overnight hosts to help the men get settled and 
help serve the prepared meals

 •  A weekly captain will be on hand to assist the 
overnight hosts

 •  1 van driver to pick up the men in the evening and 
one to return them to RITI in the morning

 •  Lunch volunteer to make sandwiches and drop them 
off at the Cannon Center

 •  Breakfast volunteer to provide breakfast sandwiches 
(usually frozen) and orange juice

 • Laundry volunteer to wash sheets and towels 

Please look for the sign-up sheets in Courtenay Hall 
starting in October, or you can sign up on our website. Feel 
free to call Annette Crout at 615-298-9507 with any 
questions.

2019 FPC HABITAT BUILD 
OCTOBER 19—NOVEMBER 10
Join your fellow church members in this amazing oppor-
tunity to give a well-deserving family a home. Work 
alongside your friends and family to brush up on your 
skills or learn a new one. All skill levels needed: 
construction, painting, cleaning, providing lunch, and 
many others. You can make a difference in someone’s life. 
Sign up in Courtenay Hall or online to be a part of this 
amazing experience. It may just change your life.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Our next Rise Against Hunger meal packing opportunity 
will be held on Monday, November 25, 3:30–5:30 p.m. An 
event for all ages and great for families, we have had 
children as young as 3 help with parental supervision. 
Meals from our event on April 10 have been sent to Salesian 
Missions in Haiti via a shipping container holding 285,120 
meals! Join us for our next event!
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YOUTH FALL KICKOFF –
GILLIGAN’S ISLAND STYLE

A total of 159 youth attended our Gilligan’s Island Fall 
Kickoff Luau with their parents on Sunday, August 25! 
Meeting first in their grade level classrooms, families heard 
from Sunday School teachers, small group leaders and 
other grade level volunteers while they enjoyed tropical 
breakfast goodies. For the second year in a row, Jordan 
Thompson and Candy Clifton served as the major event 
coordinators, and they knocked it out of the park with the 
amazing t-shirt invitations, the colorful luau decorations, 
and the overall feeling of fun! We appreciate Tim 
Mwizerwa’s help with the delightful skit that Pastor to 
Youth and Their Families, Adam DeVries, wrote, starred 
in, and directed! Our wonderful senior class welcomed the 
7th–11th graders with a flower lei and directed each 
student to their grade level meeting room. We are excited 
for a great year under their leadership.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Prayer Partner Breakfast
Our Prayer Partner Breakfast will take place in the 
Enrichment Center during the Sunday School hour, 
December 8. Mark your calendars!

Guys’ Retreat
Join us in beautiful Saint Louis, Missouri, for a weekend of 
fun, bonding, and guy stuff January 31 through February 
2. Check out the unbelievable multi-story City Museum, 
play some laser tag, and learn more about what it means to 
be a man of God. This trip is for guys in grades 7–12. 
Leaders are Dave, Adam, and Ben, along with other 
volunteer male leaders. We’ll be leaving after school on 
Friday, January 31, and returning before the Super Bowl 
on Sunday, February 2. Cost is $325. Sign up online! 

Girls’ Retreat
Join us for a cozy beach weekend spent in community with 
your fellow FPC ladies. We will spend time building 
relationships with ourselves, each other, and with God 
while we embrace some beautiful moments of sweet, 
salty-aired solace after what we're sure was another crazy 
semester. This trip is open to all girls grades 7–12, and 
Angelina DeVincenzo will lead along with other wonderful 
female volunteer leaders. We’ll be leaving after school on 
Friday, February 14, and returning on Monday, February 
17. Cost is $375. This trip is filling up fast. Sign up online 
today!

YOUTH MINISTRY
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