
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.  
Psalm 136:1 M y heart is full of thankfulness to the Lord. Heather and I are deeply grateful to 

First Presbyterian Church and the Oak Hill School community for such a warm 
Nashville welcome. I am thankful for the work, empowered by the Spirit, that we have to do 
together; I am thankful for the joy of Christian fellowship and fun; I am thankful for Stuart 
Gordon, the pastoral staff, and the whole First Church team; I am thankful for each of you 
and your families; and I am thankful for lots of names and faces to memorize! Be patient 
with me!

Most of all, my heart is filled with thankfulness for God’s love, a God who put on flesh to live 
among us and give life and light to a darkened world.

God commands our thankfulness. This is not a coercive command, but it is the loving 
command of a father who desires his children’s happiness. Thankfulness does not always come naturally. It requires the 
cultivation of a kind of vision, the ability to see blessings. Some of those blessings are obvious, while others are more difficult 
to spot. Annie Dillard, in her book Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, puts it this way:

Our life is a faint tracing on the surface of mystery, like the idle, curved tunnels of leaf miners on the surface of a 
leaf. We must somehow take a wider view, look at the whole landscape, really see it, and describe what’s going on 
here. Then we can at least wail the right questions into the swaddling band of darkness, or, if it comes to that, choir 
the proper praise.

Along with the Apostle Paul, as the eyes of our hearts are enlightened to the immeasurable greatness of Christ’s power toward 
us who believe (Ephesians 1:18), we come to see that even hardships of one kind or another can be bent by God to our good. 
To quote another of my favorite authors, Flannery O’Connor, “I can, with one eye squinted, take it all as blessings.” Many of 
the Lord’s best blessings come in disguise.

As we walk into Advent, may we be known in the city of Nashville as a thankful people, filled with gratitude that our Lord 
Jesus Christ has invited us to experience the enduring love of the Father. In the coming weeks, may we be marked as a 
community “devoting ourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” (Colossians 4:2) for the coming of our Savior’s birth. 

Warmly, in Christ, 

Ryan Moore
Pastor & Head of Staff
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SUNDAY  |  DECEMBER 1 
1st Sunday of Advent

8:30 & 11a.m.

 Luke 1:67-80 
Ryan Moore 

THE TABLE  |  11 a.m. 

Luke 1:67-80
Josh Rodriguez

SUNDAY  |  DECEMBER 8 
2nd Sunday of Advent

8:30 & 11a.m.

Luke 1:46-56 
Ryan Moore 

THE TABLE  |  11 a.m. 

Luke 1:46-56
Sarah Bird

SUNDAY  |  DECEMBER 15 
3rd Sunday of Advent

8:30 & 11a.m.

Luke 2:22-35 
Ryan Moore 

THE TABLE  |  11 a.m. 

Luke 2:22-35
Adam DeVries

SUNDAY  |  DECEMBER 22 
4th Sunday of Advent

8  |  9:30  | 11 a.m. 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Ryan Moore 

THE TABLE  |  5 p.m. 

Christmas Pageant
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DECEMBERevents CHRISTMAS worship services

DECEMBER EVENTS
BOOK DISCUSSION 
THURSDAY  |  DECEMBER 5  |  2 p.m. 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY  
We will discuss Denise Kiernan’s The Last Castle, the 
story of the Vanderbilt’s building Biltmore Mansion 
and contributing to the development of the entire area 
around Ashville, North Carolina.

FRANKLIN HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
TROLLEY TOUR 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6  |  5:45-7:45 p.m.
We will take the church bus from the church to The 
Factory in Franklin, leaving church at 4:00 p.m.. and  
returning around 8:00 p.m. At The Factory, we will 
board the private trolley which has 30 seats. RSVP as 
soon as possible with $20 payment.

LOOKING AHEAD 
CHARLESTON, SC  |  APRIL 20-25
6-day tour of Charleston, South Carolina.  
Contact Brenda Geise at 615-298-9515.

DEC 4 Advent Breakfast |  7 a.m.

  Christmas Tree  
Lighting & Dinner  
5 p.m.  |  Courtenay Hall  
& Biblical Gardens 

DEC 5  Waffle Shop  
11 a.m.–1 p.m.  
Downtown Presbyterian 
Church

DEC 7  Serving Together  
at The Salvation Army  
2:30–4:30 p.m. 

DEC 8  Prayer Partner Breakfast 
9:40 a.m.  |  Enrichment Center

  Glory to God in the Highest: 
Christmas Concert 
4 p.m.  |  Sanctuary 

DEC 10  PW Christmas Gathering 
10:30 a.m.  |  Courtenay Hall

DEC 11  Advent Breakfast |  7 a.m.

DEC 15  All God's Children Sing 
11 a.m.  |  Sanctuary

DEC 18  Advent Breakfast |  7 a.m.

  Early Preschool  
Christmas presentation 
2 p.m.  |  Sanctuary

DEC 22 No Sunday School Classes

  Rehearsals for Family  
Christmas Eve service 
12–1:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary

  Sevice of Hope 
12:15 p.m.  |  Stanford Chapel

   The Table Christmas Pageant 
5:30 p.m.  |  The Gathering Place

  

Nursery available beginning at 4:15 p.m.  
on Christmas Eve. No nursery care for  

8 p.m. or 11 p.m. services.

TUESDAY  |  DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Services
5 p.m.  |  Family Service 

8 p.m. & 11 p.m.  |  Candlelight Services
 

Ryan Moore
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Service of Hope
SUNDAY  |   DEC. 22  |   12:15 p.m.
The Stephen Ministers are offering a “Service of Hope” on 
December 22 in the Stanford Chapel with a time for 
scripture, prayer, and the lighting of candles. This service 
is especially for people who are dealing with a loss arising 
from death of a loved one, divorce, lack of employment, 
challenges of childbirth, health issues, etc.

Please reach out to those that you know are hurting. All 
are welcome! 

This Christmas, receive and give the special gift of healing 
from the Light of the World, Jesus Christ.

Annual Advent Breakfasts
DECEMBER 4, 11, & 18
Nourish your spirit, mind, and body, and join us for this 
wonderful opportunity to share in a relaxed buffet 
breakfast and to hear an inspiring message to jump-start 
your day. Our annual Advent Breakfasts will be held this 
year on Wednesday mornings December 4, 11, and 18 at 
7:00 a.m. in Courtenay Hall. Each breakfast will feature a 
different speaker: Stuart Gordon, Bill Caruso, and Ryan 
Moore. Feel free to attend just one breakfast or all three…
and bring a friend! Cost for breakfast is $5 per person.

Care, the Source of All Cure
 

“Care is something other than cure. Cure means ‘change.’ A doctor, a lawyer, a minister, a social worker— 
they all use their professional skills to bring about changes in people's lives.

Care is being with, crying out with, suffering with, feeling with. 
Care is compassion. It is claiming the truth that the other person is my brother or sister,  

human, mortal, vulnerable, like I am. 

Often we are not able to cure, but we are always able to care. To care is to be human.”

Text excerpts taken from Bread for the Journey,  Henri J.M. Nouwen, ©1997HarperSanFrancisco.

Stephen Ministers provide one-to-one Christian care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminally ill, separated, 
divorced, unemployed, relocated, and others facing a crisis or life challenge. Stephen Ministry helps pastors and 
congregations provide quality caring ministry for as long as people need it.

If any member of the church desires the Christian support of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman at 
615-298-9502.
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The friends and families of  William H. "Bill" Edwards, 
who died Wednesday, October 23, 2019.

Beth & David Rader, on the death of Beth’s father, 
Spencer Phillips Thornton, MD, who died on Saturday, 
October 26, 2019. Sympathy also to Anna Kate Rader, 
Grace Rader, and Anderson Rader.

Mechel & Mark Frost, on the death of Mechel’s mother, 
Shirley Swindoll Kennedy, who died on Saturday, 
November 2. 2019. Sympathy also to Bailey Frost and 
Riley Frost.

Mirabel Weriwoh, on the death of her uncle, Colonel 
Tangyie Walters, who died on Monday, November 4, 
2019.

Jennifer Oxford and Kendall Oxford, on the death of 
their mother, Celeste Griscom Oxford, who died 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019.

Mary Schnelle, on the death of her husband, Karl 
Benjamin Schnelle Jr., who died Thursday, November 
7, 2019.

Mary D. and Hunter Oldacre presented their daughter, 
Caroline Carson Oldacre, for baptism on November 
17. Assisting Elder was Bill Oldacre.

Molly & Andrew Downing, on the birth of their son, 
Andrew James Downing III, born on October 12. Proud 
grandparents are Becky & Stuart Campbell. Proud aunts 
and uncles and their families are Amy & Matt Pearson and 
Lauren & Matt Hancock. 

Allyson & John Cundiff, on the birth of their son, William 
Witters Cundiff, born on September 16. Proud sisters are 
Ali and Lucy; proud grandmother is Janine Cundiff; 
proud grandfather is Ben Cundiff. 

Mary Julia & Will Hannon, on 
the birth of their daughter, 
Diana Jane Hannon, born on 
October 15. Proud grand-
mother is Adelaide Davis; 
proud great-grandmother is 
Florence Davis.

Ashley and Carter Kaeser, on 
the birth of their son, Miller Robert Kaeser, born on 
August 17. Proud grandparents are Cindy & Bill Core.

To share your birth announcement, email photos to  
communications@fpcnashville.org.

SYMPATHY BAPTISMS
The First Presbyterian Church family extends prayers  
and sympathy to the following people and to other  
members of their families during their time of loss:

In the presence of family, the congregation of First 
Presbyterian Church, and God, the following persons 
claimed God’s covenant promise through the Sacrament 
of Baptism:

The First Presbyterian Church family congratulates:

BIRTHS

Praying the Psalms  
of Lament as We Seek 
Healing 

You are invited to participate in a grief support group 
offered by Dr. Sandra Randleman that combines prayer 
with a study of the psalms of lament. We will explore how 
we, like the psalmists, can express our feelings and our 
petitions for help to God, as we place our trust and hope 
in God and seek healing. The group will meet on Sunday 
afternoons for four weeks beginning January 19, from 
12:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch will be available in Courtenay Hall 
beginning at noon, followed by the support group at 12:45 
p.m. in the Memorial Library (Room MW-224). If you 
have family members, friends, or neighbors whom you 
think would benefit from this group, please invite them to 
join us. 

Questions? Contact Sandra at 615-298-9502 or srandleman@
fpcnashville.org. Please register online under “Ministries/
Care & Support” or by contacting Ginny Barber at 
615-298-9509 or gbarber@fpcnashville.org.

Congregational Care Emails
If you would like to receive information regarding  
First Presbyterian member deaths and funerals,  
you may subscribe to our Congregational Care email by 
visiting fpcnashville.org/about-us/communications/.

Diana Jane Hannon
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THE LANKFORD FAMILY 
Jennifer and Brenton have joined First Presbyterian Church from West End United Methodist.  
They have one daughter, Catherine. 

MS. LENDA ELMLINGER 
Lenda has joined First Presbyterian Church from Christ United Methodist in Franklin, Tennessee.  
She has two sons, Andrew and Robert. 

DR. ERIC HERMANN  
Eric has joined First Presbyterian Church by profession of faith. 

MR. DAVID SHAMPAIN 
David has joined First Presbyterian Church by reaffirmation of faith. He has one son, Sawyer.  

THE TOPOL FAMILY 
Alicia and Mark have joined First Presbyterian Church from Covenant Presbyterian in Chicago, Illinois.  
They have two daughters, Railey and Reese. 

THE WALKER FAMILY 
Susan and James “Otey” have joined First Presbyterian Church from Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church  
in Franklin, Tennessee. They have one daughter, Margaret.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
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Communities of Belonging
by Sarah Bird

This fall, on the first Wednesday evening of October, I 
walked down to a bustling Courtenay Hall filled with 
nearly 200 people of all ages and the smells of a delicious 
meal prepared by our own Kim Rogers in the church 
kitchen. It was the big kick-off event for our fall Com-
munities of Belonging program, Godspeed. We gathered 
together for a meal and a short film to frame the 8-week 
study upon which we were embarking. And what a study 
it has been!  But don’t take my word for it, listen to what 
folks are saying about our Godspeed study this fall and 
the significance of the Communities of Belonging here at 
FPC: 

“Communities of Belonging are great because you get to 
know people more than just saying ‘hello’ at coffee time 
or in church. You share ideas with each other, gather new 
perspectives, and learn new things.” ~ Judi Legerton

“I have met people who I would never have had contact 
with otherwise.” ~ Bill Arrants

“The heart rate immediately slows while watching the 
videos about this parish in Scotland where the pace is 
not brisk, and relationships are key to the community. 
Godspeed has reminded us of our true identity in Christ, 
chosen as beloved sinners to be God’s sons and daughters.” 
~ Denise Bellardo

It has been such a joy to journey through this study to-
gether!  If you have not yet participated in a Community 
of Belonging here at FPC, I hope you’ll consider signing 
up for our study this spring (look for more information 
soon!).  We recognize that it is easy to “get lost” in a 
church of our size, but we all want to be known and feel 
like we belong.  Maybe this is a first step for you!  If you 
have any questions or would just like to chat, feel free to 
reach out to me at sbird@fpcnashville.org. See you this 
spring!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Advent Family 
Devotions 
Advent family devotions 
have been sent home 
through Sunday School. 

“Wonder of His Love” is 
the theme of our Advent Family Devotions. Children in 
Kindergarten and younger will each receive a 2-dimen-
sional model of Bethlehem with stickers to add each day 
as they wonder about the arrival of baby Jesus.

Families with children in grades 1-6 will receive a book 
containing scripture, stories, and suggested activities to 
guide your wondering time together. The rhythm of the 
devotions will prepare your hearts to receive the newborn 
King.

An offering box is included in the devotions so families 
can collect change for the Salvation Army to use to make 
life brighter for children in need.

EDUCATION & SMALL GROUPS
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GENERAL
IRA Charitable Giving  
Now Permanent
At the close of 2015, lawmakers approved the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act. A provision of 
this Act made permanent Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCDs) from individual retirement 
accounts. This is superb news for Presbyterians looking 
to support their favorite missions and congregations in a 
tax-advantaged way.

Requirements:

 •  Donor must be 70 ½ or older at the time the 
distribution is made

 •  The distribution must be an otherwise taxable 
distribution from an IRA (other than an ongoing 
SEP or SIMPLE IRA)

 •  Distributions must be made directly to an 
organization eligible to receive tax deductible 
contributions (certain exclusions apply)

 • $100,000 annual limit

 •  Charity receiving gift must provide donor proper 
substantiation of the gift

   Benefits:

 •  Can satisfy required minimum distribution 
(RMD) requirements in year QCD is made

 •  QCD amount is not included in the donor’s 
adjusted gross income, helping to potentially avoid 
increased taxes on SSI, higher Medicare premiums, 
and the loss of deductions/exemptions

 •  Provides donors that use the standard deduction a 
tax efficient way to make a charitable gift.

Volunteer Photographer  
Needed 
Are you a photography enthusiast with a  
“fancy” camera? Do you love this church and  
the community of people that are a part of it? Interested 
in building your portfolio or increasing your skill set? 
Then we need you!  
We are looking for a volunteer photographer  
to attend church events and take photos for our 
communication efforts. If interested, please email 
communications@fpcnashville.org. 

MUSIC

Peace Is  
My Last Gift    
On November 3, the offertory 
anthem Peace is My Last Gift 
by Craig Phillips was sung by 
the Sanctuary Choir at the 
11:00 service. This choral 
composition is a gift to the 

Sanctuary Choir from Mrs. Faye Jewell Chiles in memory 
of Dr. Rubye P. Torrey, life-long Presbyterian and member 
of the Sanctuary Choir for 45 years (Emeritus). According 
to the Torrey family, the selection, which was chosen by 
Dr. Raphael Bundage, captures her essence—“still waters 
run deep.”

Dr. Torrey, Assistant Vice President for Research 
and Professor of Chemistry (Emeritus) at Tennessee 
Technological University in Cookeville, entered the 
Church Triumphant on October 26, 2017. She loved the 
church, served the greater church on several presbytery 
units, and was a faithful member of this congregation for 
47 years. Dr. Torrey served on numerous committees as 
a Deacon and an Elder. She earned a Ph.D. in Radiation-
Electroanalytical Chemistry from Syracuse University 
in Syracuse, New York, which honored her memory in 
September 2019 with a plaque that reads: “In recognition 
of her trailblazing achievements in analytical chemistry 
and her many contributions to science as esteemed 
educator, researcher, and author.”

New Sound System 
Last month, the sanctuary received its first new sound 
system since the original construction in 1956. The staff 
explored several options, including rebuilding the 
existing speakers. After thorough study that involved staff 
and the Building and Grounds Committee, we now have 
all-new amplifiers, JBL speakers, a Mackie digital mixer 
with iPad control, and Shure wireless microphones. We 
also have the ability for those with hearing aids to receive 
the audio feed directly to their personal listening devices, 
whether through cell phones or Bluetooth hearing aids. 

The new system was made possible in part by a gift from 
the family of James O. Bass.
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