
JANUARY 24 ,  2021
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

HEALING OF THE PARALY TIC AT CAPERNAUM 
Jan Rombouts, 1475–1535) 



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Dearest Jesus, We are Here 
Gerald Near

†INTROIT  Blessed Be the God and Father (1 Peter 1:3)
Samuel S. Wesley

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to His abundant mercy,  
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.   

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00)

Pastor:  Praise the Lord.  
All:  The Lord’s name be praised!
Pastor:  Hallelujah! Servants of God, praise the name of the Lord. Bless the Lord’s name now and 

always. Praise the Lord’s name here and in every place from east to west. 
All:  We will sing to Jesus our King. We will awaken the dawn!
Pastor: Come, lift your voices, sing with gratitude; 
All: And let us worship God!

*†OPENING HYMN  Crown Him with Many Crowns
DiaDemata

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“For Jesus’ first public appearance in ministry Mark chooses an encounter in the synagogue of 
Capernaum in which the kingdom of God goes head-to-head with its unseen though ultimate opponent, 
the power structure of evil.”
 – Jim Edwards 

JANUARY 24,  2021  3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;  
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own!  
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,  
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,  
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:  
no angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,  
but downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways  
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise.  
His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet  
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time;  
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.  
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;  
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.



*PRAYER OF ADORATION Tom Davis (8:30) 
Betsy Davies (11:00)

FIRST LESSON Romans 7:15–20

15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  
16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have 
the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the 
evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but 
sin that dwells within me.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Before the Throne of God Above 
Vikki Cook/Charities Lees Bancroft  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra L. Randleman (8:30) 
The Rev. Joshua D. Rodriguez (11:00)

Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins that I remember; and the sins I have forgotten. Forgive my 
many failures in the face of temptation, and those times when I have been stubborn in the face of 
correction. Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements, and when I have failed 
to boast in your works. Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others, and the leniency I have 
shown myself. Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. Jesus, have mercy 
on me and make me whole…

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 1:21–28

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was 
teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not 
as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And 
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all 
amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  An Unlikely Fishing Hole Dr. Ryan V. Moore

“And they went into Capernaum, and immediately...he entered the synagogue...” – Mark 1:21



OFFERTORY  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Calvin Hampton 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; there’s a kindness in his justice, which is 
more than liberty. There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good; there is mercy with the 
Savior; there is healing in his blood.  
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven; there is no place where earth’s 
failings have such kindly judgment given. There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head. 
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind; and the heart of the Eternal is most 
wonderfully kind. If our love were but more faithful, we should take him at his word; and our life would be 
thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift   
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org. 

INSTALLATION AND ORDINATION OF OFFICERS

NATURE OF THE OFFICES  

PRESENTATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS Clerk of Session Andrew W. Byrd

Elected to serve as Elder, Class of 2023 are Steve Becker, Marty Dickens, John Eason, William Hastings, 
Michael Hindman, John Hollins, Mickey Martin, Scott McConnell, Ben Merrill, Lauren Ross, Elizabeth 
Wagster, and Hobbs Yarbrough. Elected to fulfill an unexpired term as Elder Class of 2021 is John Callison. 
Elected to serve as Deacon, Class of 2023 are Summer Bryan, Janine Cundiff, Nancy Eason, Sally 
Einstman, Ben Elrod, Kim Greene, Will Hannon, Betsy Hilt, Travis Holland, Polly Johnson, Mary 
Marraccini, J.T. Martin, Mark McDonald, Shelby Moody, Alex Nicholson, Mary Raymond, Erika Shapiro, 
Ted Spangler, Alice van Lingen, and Tyler Wilson. Elected to fulfill an unexpired term as Deacon Class of 
2021 is Kerry Price. 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO ELDERS AND DEACONS 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and 
through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and 
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 
confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, 
and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be 
continually guided by our confessions? 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend 
among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the 
reconciliation of the world? 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity and purity of the church? 



Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love? 
(For Elder) Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture and 
service?  Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, and in 
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 
(For Deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s 
help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus 
Christ?

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION TO CONGREGATION 
Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive these persons as Elder and Deacon, and do 
you promise to yield them all that honor, encouragement, and obedience in the Lord to which their office, 
according to the Word of God and the Constitution of this Church, entitles them? 
We do, God being our guide and strength. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS OF ORDINATION    

ORDINATION PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

You are now Elder and Deacon of the Church of Jesus Christ and for this congregation. Whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. Amen.  

*HYMN  Ye Servants of God Your Master Proclaim
Lyons 

You servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad Christ’s wonderful name.  
The name all victorious of Jesus extol, whose kingdom is glorious, who rules over all. 

Ascended on high, almighty to save, he still remains nigh; his presence we have.  
The great congregation his triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

“Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!” Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.  
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore and give him his right: all glory and power, all wisdom and might,  
all honor and blessing, with angels above, and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!

CHARGE 



CHORAL RESPONSE A Scottish Blessing 
David Blackwell

Be a light before to lead me; be a guiding star above; Jesu, may I always know thee, may I always know 
thy love. There is no bird that soars the mountain, there is no deer upon the hill, there is no creature of 
the forest, but shall sing thy praises still. As the day falls into evening, as the night is lit with stars, at the 
ending of life’s journey may thy heav’nly peace be ours. Let ev’ry creature in God’s kingdom, let ev’ry life 
upon the shore sing praise to God, the world’s creator, sing praises now and evermore.  

*BENEDICTION 

The congregation will be seated and will be dismissed by pew following the response.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word
Johann Pachelbel

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Peter L. Nelson by his family. 

SYMPATHIES 
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of John A. Witherspoon Jr., husband of Roberta 
Witherspoon, who died on January 15. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement    
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions   
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  

NOTES   
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Appreciation to Outgoing Officers — First Presbyterian Church would like to express its heartfelt appreciation 
and gratitude to the following outgoing officers who have served faithfully as Elders and Deacons in the Class 
of 2020: Brian Austin, Lee Barfield, Steve Becker, Les Coble, Mike Crout, Marty Dickens, Barbara Fisher, 
Dick Fleming, Rex Gardner, Anne Gernert, Tom Groomes, Will Hannon, William Hastings, Betsy Hilt, Suzan 
Hindman, Rob Hull, Chris Kirkland, Jenny Lenderman, Mickey Martin, Mark McDonald, Austin McMullen, 
Ben Merrill, Kathryn Peffen, Mary Raymond, Lauren Ross, Jerry Sewell, Todd Smith, Jack Stringham, Rebecca 
Walker, Robert West, and Hobbs Yarbrough. 
Generosity Campaign — We are in the final weeks of our 2021 Generosity Campaign. Your help is needed to 
reach our goal for 2021: 600 pledges totaling $4,320,000 with an average pledge of $7,200. Currently we stand at 
479 pledges totaling $3,291,576 with an average pledge of $6,872. To make your commitment, place your card in 
the offering basket at worship, mail it to the church, or contribute online at fpcnashville.org/generosity.   
Grief Support — Sundays, January 17 – February 7  |  2:30–3:30 p.m.  |  Zoom or In-person  
The grief support group will focus on understanding the stages of grief as well as how prayer can help us seek 
comfort from God as we grieve the losses of life. Dr. Sandra Randleman will use the psalms of lament as a  
model for our study of prayer. For more information, please contact Sabrina Vlahos at 615-298-9509 or  
svlahos@fpcnashville.org. 
Christian Fasting: A Season of Prayer for God’s World — Beginning January 28   |  Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
Dr. Stuart Gordon’s Thursday class will be a study and exercise in fasting. Beginning January 28, meeting 
via Zoom each Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. To sign up, contact Charlotte Schierbaum at 615-298-9527 or 
cschierbaum@fpcnashville.org. 

LOOKING AHEAD

February 7 — Scout Sunday  |  8:30 a.m. Worship Service
February 17 — Ash Wednesday   | 6:30 p.m. Worship Service
February 21 — Lord’s Supper  |  8:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
February 17–April 3 — Lenten Devotionals “40 Days with the Coming King” 
February 21–April 4 — Lenten COB’s “The Hymns That Shape Us: Scripture, Story, and Song”
February 24–March 24 — Lenten Vespers  |  Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.

MISSIONS

Newest Needs for Room In The Inn — The FPC Room in the Inn will continue to host men experiencing 
homelessness every Wednesday through March 31. We are fortunate to have a facility where COVID-19 health 
and safety protocols can be carefully observed. Right now, our greatest needs are:  

• Van Drivers: Volunteer drivers will drive the FPC van to pick up and drop off guests. Drivers will arrive at 
FPC at 5:15 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday morning around 5:40 a.m.  

• Winter Gloves: During these particularly cold weeks, winter gloves are particularly helpful for guests. 
• Overnight Hosts: Volunteers stay overnight with guests, arriving at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday night and leave 

by 6:30 a.m. on Thursday morning. Special arrangements can be made for hosts who may need to arrive late 
on Wednesday evenings. Hosts have a private bedroom and bathroom. 

• New Clothing: We need men’s t-shirts, boxer shorts (sizes M, L, XL, XXL and 3XL) and socks. Due to 
COVID-19 precautions, all items must be new.

Other ways to support this ministry include  providing breakfast and lunch, or providing clean laundry. To 
volunteer your help for this important and fulfilling opportunity, visit missions.fpcnashville.org  

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email  
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 
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