
MARCH 14 ,  2021
4th Sunday of Lent

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

CONFESSION OF PETER 
Detail of stained glass from church in Suffolk



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Choral Dorien 
Jehan Alain

†INTROIT  Carol of the Hill
Stephen Paulus | Michael Dennis Browne

On my ground with a crown of thorn, he died for us who for us was born. The tree that flowered is cold 
and bare; no songs, no singing anywhere; O Bethlehem, Ah Jerusalem. Second Adam, Son of Man, into 
my earth your life’s blood ran. Now from this earth new trees will grow with fruits, with flowers I swear 
it so; O Bethlehem, Ah Jerusalem. For you I shall wear a crown of trees, and birds will sing from among 
their leaves; for you I shall wear a crown of trees, and birds will sing from among their leaves; for you I 
shall wear a crown of trees; now sing, birds, sing, from among your leaves; O Jerusalem, new lives, new 
leaves, born again, O Jerusalem.      

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP   

Pastor: Congregation of Jesus Christ, in whom are you trusting?
All:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.
Pastor: Let us stand in honor and let us worship God. 
All:  Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

*†OPENING HYMN  O God, Our Help in Ages Past
St. Anne 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

“The goal of God’s work in us is to bring our lives into harmony and agreement with His own 
righteousness, and so to manifest to ourselves and others our identity as His adopted children.” 
 – John Calvin 

OUR GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST

Isaiah 41:9-10 says, “I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. 
I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” No matter our situation, no matter our struggles and 
fears, no matter doubts, we are told to have courage, for the Lord is our God. And as Isaac Watts 
writes so powerfully in this hymn, our God is everlasting, and will be our help through all of 
our years. The first verse gives us every assurance we need: God is our help, our hope, and our 
home. This does not blithely dismiss our fears and troubles. They are, and always will be, very 
real. But it does assure us that even if we cannot feel the immediate comfort, or even when all 
we can do is lament, we have a God that withstands the storms of life and the tests of time, who 
protects us and hears our cries.
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Beneath the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame,   
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 
A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone,  
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away;  
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Beth Singer (8:30) 
 John Eason (11:00)

FIRST LESSON Ephesians 2:1–10  

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    The Rev. Joshua D. Rodriguez (8:30) 
  The Rev. R. Adam DeVries (11:00)

O God, early in the morning I cry to you. Help me to pray. And concentrate my thoughts on you: I 
cannot do this alone. In me there is darkness, but with you there is light; I am lonely, but you do not 
leave me; I am feeble in heart, but with you there is peace. In me there is bitterness, but with you 
there is patience; I do not understand your ways, but you know the way for me. Forgive me Lord 
Jesus. Restore me to liberty, and enable me to live now, that I may answer before you. Lord, whatever 
this day may bring, your name be praised. Amen. -Deitrich Bonheoffer

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and cleanse you from all your 
sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Friends, hear and believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Let us stand and 
voice our praise.

All:  All praise be to our God and King!



*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION   Be Still, My Soul  
FinlAndiA 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.  
Leave to thy God to order and provide, who through all changes faithful will remain.  
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake to guide the future surely as the past.  
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be bright at last.  
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on when we shall be forever with the Lord;  
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.  
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
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SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 8:27–30  

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who 
do people say I am?” 28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” 29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON The Question That Matters Most Dr. Ryan V. Moore

 “Who do you say I am?” – Mark 8:29

OFFERTORY  Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs (from Messiah)
G.F. Handel  

Surely, surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement, of our peace was upon him.   

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   Dr. Stuart R. Gordon (8:30)
 The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Great Is Thy Faithfulness
FAithFulneSS   

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee.  
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
Refrain:  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning, new mercies I see.   
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above  
join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

The congregation will be seated until after the choral response.   

CHORAL RESPONSE Love Divine All Loves Excelling   
Charles Wesley | Arr. Mack Wilberg 

Finish then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be. Let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored in 
thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place; till we cast our crowns before thee, lost 
in wonder, love, and praise. Amen. 



*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Chorale Fantasia on O God Our Help in Ages Past 
C.H.H. Parry 

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Sue and Duncan Fort  
by their family.  

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement    
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 

SYMPATHIES 
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of 
Mark Steven Goodman, husband of Missy Goodman.

The Power of the Cross - CCLI Song # 4490766 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely 
with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456
Great Is Thy Faithfulness (FAITHFULNESS) #95006 Music and Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling - harmonization #87585 Mack Wilberg Tune: © 2002, Oxford University Press All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Cover Photo: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Peter_proclaims_Jesus.jpg, Peter proclaims Jesus. Detail from stained glass in the church of St Mary and St 
Lambert in Stonham Aspal in Suffolk,Source, Author:Kevin Wailes 



Easter Celebration — March 27 (rain date April 3) |  3:00 p.m.  |  Front Lawn  
Easter egg hunt, cupcake walk, the Balloon Man, Easter Bunny and music on the lawn! Everyone is invited as 
we play together as a church family. We will continue to wear masks and practice social distancing.
Blood Drive — Today  |  8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  |  Courtenay Hall 
The need for blood is particularly critical this month. February’s weather events led to cancellations of many 
blood drives, which would have produced 1,783 units of blood. This represents 5,349 patients who are now at 
risk of not receiving the blood products they desperately need. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Easter Floral Dedications — A Flower Fund has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary. During the Lenten season, those who make a contribution to the Flower Fund may do so in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. The names of those being memorialized or honored will be printed in the 
Easter morning bulletin. To make a dedication and contribution, pick up a form in the narthex or Hospitality 
Center or submit your information on the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage. Dedications for the Easter 
Sunday bulletin must be submitted by March 22.     
Vases Needed for Flower Ministry — Each week, our beautiful sanctuary flowers are also enjoyed by 
members who are unable to worship with us in person. On Mondays, volunteers use the altar flowers for 
several smaller arrangements and deliver them to members of our church family. The Flower Committee 
currently needs smaller vases (ranging in size from 5-8 inches). Vases larger than 8” are not needed. Vase 
donations can be dropped off at the Hospitality Center. 
Spring Soccer Registration — Registration is now open for Children’s Soccer! Every spring and fall, the 
FPC Recreation Ministry hosts a soccer league for children age 3 through 6th grade. Families can register for 
soccer at rec.fpcnashville.org. Registration ends March 22.
Wednesdays through March 24 — Lenten Vespers  |  5:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
A brief contemplative vespers service to orient our hearts toward worship during Lent.
First Friends Book Club — Thursday, March 25  |  1:00 p.m  |  Zoom  
Etta Wilson will lead a discussion of Seven Women and Secret of Their Greatness by Eric Metaxas. The group 
gathers virtually on Zoom. All are welcome to join. Email Susan Kirby at skirby@fpcnashville.org to receive 
the Zoom link. 

LOOKING AHEAD

Palm Sunday  |  March 28  |  8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday  |  April 1  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Lord’s Supper  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
Good Friday The Seven Last Words of Christ  |  April 2  |  12:00 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
Easter  |  April 4  |  6:30 (front porch), 8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. (front porch) 
Spring on the Porch Worship  |  Introducing the FPC Babies of 2020  |  April 11  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email  
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

N E WS & E VENTS

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

Use a Connect Card to let us know your needs or what is new with you. Then place in the offering basket. 
The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing. 

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST app, connect your personal device and headphones. 
WiFi: FPC Guest  |  Password: GreenRock-81  |  select First Pres Sanctuary.  



 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

PLE A SE INCLUDE IN  YOUR PR AYERS

Ann Alexander 
Fifi Anderson 
Myrtle Ann Archer
George Armistead 
Mary Baker
Mary Helen Bailey
Kristin Batten
Martha Bartles
Linda Berry
Barbara Boone 
Connie Bradley
Lauren Brinkley
Nat Carswell
Merry Lynn Cato
Tim Coomer 
and family
Andrea Cooper

Chip Crabb
Helen Dale
Lipscomb Davis
Burton Dietz
Michael DiTraglia
Kathryn Downs
Don Fisher
Mary Francis
Lewis Frost
Jim Gibson
Lynn Hardison
Willie Hardison
Harry Hassall
Ann Hayes
Mary Howard Hayes
Phyllis Heard

Ashley Higgins
Dorothy Holland 
Helen Holland
Preston Holland 
Annie Evelyn Hollins
Tim Ishii
Bill Kirby
Jeff Koch
Kaye Knox
Catherine Loflin 
Emily Love
Bracey Mayo
Liz McConnell 
and family
Tom McDonald
Sherri Middendorf
Maureen Milam

Shelby Eaker Quinley 
and family
Mary Evelyn Reese
Trey Russell
Mike Shampain
Trish Simpson
Lucas Spickard
Ed Stone
David Thomas
Peter van Lingen
Janice and Bud Wendell
Lynda Wimberly 
Tom Wright
Nahed Zehr

Please pray for the leaders of our nation and world and community and for their wise and compassionate 
decisions; for those most vulnerable to illness; for those without homes and no safe place to go; for those 
whose economic livelihood is in jeopardy; for those without childcare for their children while they work; for 
doctors and nurses and all those caring for the sick; for medical researchers seeking treatment and means of 
prevention of COVID-19 and its complications. Please pray for our city, state and nation, for the healing of 
deep wounds and for God’s spirit of peace, justice, mercy, mutual respect and love to rest upon and between 
all people.

PRAYER FOR OUR MISSIONS PARTNER – AMERICAN RED CROSS
Please pray for a successful FPC Blood Drive today. FPC has moved from having blood drives twice per year 
to now having them quarterly. The COVID situation has greatly reduced the number of drives that can be 
held because of COVID concerns along with the closing of many offices and churches during this time. Also, 
the snowstorm in February caused the cancellation of over 1,700 donations in one week. Our last two drives 
have been very well attended by members of FPC and the community at large. 

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
Prayer request cards can be found in the pew racks and can be dropped in the offering baskets or the prayer 
request boxes located in the narthex and at the Hospitality Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up 
prayer requests to God.


