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For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

THE CHRISTIAN SOUL ACCEPTS THE CROSS 
Unknown Artist



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  At the Name of Jesus 
Robert Lind

†INTROIT  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
J.S. Bach

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, holy wisdom, love most bright, drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring, soar to 
uncreated light. Word of God our flesh that fashioned with the fire of life impassioned. Striving still to 
Truth unknown, soaring, dying, round Thy throne.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP   

Pastor: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
All: we were like those who dream. 
Pastor:  Our mouths were filled with laughter,
All: our tongues with shouts of joy.
Pastor: Restore our fortunes, O Lord! 
All: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

*†OPENING HYMN  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
NettletoN 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;  
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Alex Apple (8:30) 
Benjamin Carswell (11:00)

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

“The category of shame is more useful than categories of morality in understanding what God has 
done and will do to defeat evil. The category of shame works in a way that even the category of 
wickedness or ungodliness does not, because – as has often been remarked – a certain perverse 
glamour persists around wickedness, but there is no glamour in shame… Shaming another person is 
a process of declaring him worthless…”
 – Fleming Rutledge, noting the work of Marilyn McCord Adams in The Crucifixion
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FIRST LESSON Romans 5:1-5   

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra L. Randleman (8:30) 
 The Rev. Joshua D. Rodriguez (11:00)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive 
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a 
consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in 
which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor:  The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 
on him.

All:   For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
NettletoN 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION   When in the Night I Meditate 
St. FlaviaN  

When in the night I meditate on mercies multiplied,  
my grateful heart inspires my tongue to bless the Lord, my guide. 



Forever in my thought, the Lord before my face shall stand;  
secure, unmoved I shall remain, with God at my right hand. 

My inmost being thrills with joy and gladness fills my breast;  
because on God my trust is stayed, my flesh in hope shall rest. 

I know that I shall not be left forgotten in the grave,  
and from corruption, you, O Lord, your holy one will save. 

The path of life you show to me; of joy a boundless store  
is ever found at your right hand, and pleasures evermore. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 8:31-38  

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 
He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. 
“You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If 
anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON           Cross-Purposes Dr. Stuart R. Gordon

OFFERTORY  I Would Be with My Jesu Watching (from St. Matthew Passion)
J.S. Bach   

I would be with my Jesu watching, so slumber, all my sins, and stay! Ev’n my death ransom finds in his 
last breath, his sorrow maketh sure my gladness. The griefs that he for us endureth, how bitter, yet how 
sweet are they.

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   Dr. Ryan V. Moore

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   



*HYMN  In the Cross of Christ I Glory
RathbuN   

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

The congregation will be seated until after the choral response.   

CHORAL RESPONSE The Lord Bless You and Keep You  
Peter Lutkin 

The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face to shine upon you; to shine upon you and be 
gracious, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. Amen. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro non troppo e pesante, Opus 101, no. 2
C.V. Stanford 

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Hunt Oliver by his wife 
Debbye and his family.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sandra Randleman, DMin - Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Ali Hoffman – Violin  
Greg Thomas – Tenor 

SYMPATHIES 
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of 

Martha Smith Bartles, mother of Isabel Bartles.

At the Name of Jesus – Robert Lind - from I Sing the Almighty Power of God, Organ Voluntaries on the Hymn Tunes of Ralph Vaughan Williams, Vol III; © 2008 
Paraclete Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.

Cover Photo: The Christian Soul accepts the Cross, c. 1630. Anonymous. Source: Museo Nacional del Prado



Easter Celebration — March 27 (rain date April 3) |  3:00 p.m.  |  Front Lawn  
Easter egg hunt, cupcake walk, the Balloon Man, Easter Bunny and music on the lawn! Everyone is invited as 
we play together as a church family. We will continue to wear masks and practice social distancing.
Flowering the Cross — On Easter Sunday, we invite you to be part of the Flowering of the Cross, an ancient 
and meaningful tradition that represents the transition from Good Friday to Easter, from meditation on Jesus’ 
death to joyful celebration of the resurrection. As you come to worship on Easter, pause by the cross in front of 
the sanctuary and add some flowers to it.  You can bring flowers from home or you can place flowers provided 
by the Flower Ministry. Christ’s resurrection brings new life to the whole world—it is the beginning of the 
restoration of all things. Even the terrible, rugged cross, the instrument of Jesus’ death, can become an emblem 
of new life in Christ when we cover it with flowers on Easter Sunday.
Easter Floral Dedications — A Flower Fund has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary. During the Lenten season, those who make a contribution to the Flower Fund may do so in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. The names of those being memorialized or honored will be printed in the 
Easter morning bulletin. To make a dedication and contribution, pick up a form in the narthex or Hospitality 
Center or submit your information on the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage. Dedications for the Easter 
Sunday bulletin must be submitted by Monday, March 22.     
Vases Needed for Flower Ministry — Each week, our beautiful sanctuary flowers are also enjoyed by 
members who are unable to worship with us in person. On Mondays, volunteers use the altar flowers for 
several smaller arrangements and deliver them to members of our church family. The Flower Committee 
currently needs smaller vases (ranging in size from 5-8 inches). Vases larger than 8” are not needed. Vase 
donations can be dropped off at the Hospitality Center. 
Spring Soccer Registration — Registration is now open for Children’s Soccer! Every spring and fall, the 
FPC Recreation Ministry hosts a soccer league for children age 3 through 6th grade. Families can register for 
soccer at rec.fpcnashville.org. Registration ends March 22.
Wednesdays through March 24 — Lenten Vespers  |  5:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
A brief contemplative vespers service to orient our hearts toward worship during Lent.
First Friends Book Club — Thursday, March 25  |  1:00 p.m  |  Zoom  
Etta Wilson will lead a discussion of Seven Women and Secret of Their Greatness by Eric Metaxas. Email 
Susan Kirby at skirby@fpcnashville.org to receive the Zoom link. 

LOOKING AHEAD

Beginning April 4  |  Spring Worship on the Porch  |  Sundays  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
April 11  |  Inquirers Class  |  Sundays through May 2 | 9:45 a.m. 
April 11  |  Introducing the FPC Babies of 2020  |  Spring on the Porch Worship  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
April 14  |  Hymns That Shape Us: Guest Lecture |  6:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
April 18  |  Confirmands Lead Worship  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
May 2  |  Youth Sunday  
May 11 | Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering  |  10:30 a.m.  |  Sanctuary

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email  
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

N E WS & E VENTS

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

Use a Connect Card to let us know your needs or what is new with you. Then place in the offering basket. 
The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing. 

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST app, connect your personal device and headphones. 
WiFi: FPC Guest  |  Password: GreenRock-81  |  select First Pres Sanctuary.  



 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

PA L M  S U N D A Y  |  M A R C H  2 8
8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m.  | Sanctuary

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ victorious entry into Jerusalem to observe Passover. 
While this was a joyful occasion for his followers, it took place towards the end of his days 
on Earth before being crucified.

M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y  |  A P R I L  1
6:30 p.m. (livestream)  |  Lord’s Supper  |  Sanctuary  

Communion kits can be picked up at the front desk for those worshipping at home. 

Maundy Thursday begins the three days remembering the new commandment that Christ 
gave us in word and deed as he taught us how to love one another, washing our feet as a 
servant. We also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, remembering the meal Christ shared with his 
disciples before his death.

G O O D  F R I D A Y  |  A P R I L  2
12:00 p.m. (livestream)  |  Sanctuary

Good Friday is the day we remember Jesus’ crucifixion. The hours of noon to 3 p.m. are 
particularly significant as these commemorate the time Jesus hung on the cross. During 
worship we will be reading and reflecting on the seven last words of Christ from the cross. 

E A S T E R  |  A P R I L  4
6:30 a.m.  |  Front Porch*  

8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m.  |  Sanctuary 
4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch* 

Register for indoor services beginning March 22 at fpcnashville.org. 
*Please bring your own chairs for outdoor services.

The Resurrection of the Lord (or Easter Sunday) is the center of our Christian year. On this 
occasion the church joyfully proclaims the good news that is at the very heart of the gospel: 
that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

H O LY  W E E K  2 0 2 1


