
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 18, 2021

THE MAESTA ALTARPIECE
Duccio di Buoninsegna

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Gelobt sei Gott (Praised be God on Highest Throne) 
Ernst Pepping 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP    The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (8:30) 
 The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (11:00)

Pastor:  O come, let us worship, for if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live  
with him.

All:  For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead  
and of the living. 

 Pastor: To God alone, Father, Son, and Spirit, be all glory! 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 

*†OPENING HYMN  Lift High the Cross
CruCifer   

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod,  
the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
All newborn servants of the Crucified  
bear on their brow the seal of Christ who died. Refrain 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  
your death has brought us life eternally. Refrain 
So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
praise to the Crucified for victory. Refrain      

*PRAYER OF ADORATION     Les Coble (8:30) 
 Rob Weingartner (11:00)

FIRST LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:6–10    

6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“�The�crowning�evidence�that�Jesus�was�alive�was�not�a�vacant�grave,�but�a�spirit-filled�fellowship.� 
Not a rolled-away stone, but a carried-away church.”  – Clarence Jordan

“ Two thousand years ago, in an out-of-the-way corner of the Roman Empire, a dead man got up  
and walked out of his grave, and the world was changed forever.”  – Chris Morphew
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CALL TO CONFESSION     Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Dr. Stuart Gordon (11:00)

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned Him Lord of all. We confess 
that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone along with 
the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be 
your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is 
head of the Church, his body. Hear us now as we pray. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Pastor: Friends, join me in echoing the good news:
All:  This is love: not that we loved God but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the  

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Pastor:  Come, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus Christ there is forgiveness – 

for all who call upon Him! 
All: Alleluia! Amen!

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Sagina 

*EASTERTIDE AFFIRMATION  

This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved – if we 
hold it fast: that Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared to the women, then to the twelve, and to many 
faithful witnesses. We believe he is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. He is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end. He is our Lord and our God. Amen.     



ANTHEM  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 
Dunlap’S Creek 

We walk by faith and not by sight; with gracious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as none e’er 
spoke: “My peace be with you here.” We may not touch your hands and side, nor follow where you trod; 
but in your promise we rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!” Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may 
our faith abound to call on you when you are near and seek where you are found. And when our life of 
faith is done, in realms of clearer light may we behold you as you are, with full and endless sight.  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING  John 20:24–29  

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark 
of�the�nails,�and�place�my�finger�into�the�mark�of�the�nails,�and�place�my�hand�into�his�side,�I�will�never�
believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas,�“Put�your�finger�here,�and�see�my�hands;�and�put�out�your�hand,�and�place�it�in�my�side.�Do�not�
disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Sticky Faith Dr. Ryan Moore

“...and Thomas was with them.”  – John 20:26  

OFFERTORY  Greater Love Hath No Man
John Ireland   

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong as death. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. Ye are washed, ye are 
sanctified, ye are justified, in the name of the lord Jesus; ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness, into his 
marvelous light. I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies, a living 
sacrifice, holy, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   



*HYMN  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
DiaDemata 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;  
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own!  
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,  
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,  
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:  
no angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,  
but downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways  
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise.  
His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet  
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 
Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time;  
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.  
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;  
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

The congregation will be seated until after the choral response.

CHORAL RESPONSE The Lord Bless You and Keep You  
John Rutter 

The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, to shine upon you and be 
gracious, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, the Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.  

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Gelobt sei Gott (Praised be God on Highest Throne)
Healey Willan

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Martha and  
Joe Thompson, Jr. by their family.    

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families  
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Ali Hoffman – Violin 

Lift High the Cross #101152  Words and Music (c) 1974 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Crucifer Descant (Lift High the Cross) #106223 (c) 1985 Hope Publishing Company All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight #53199 Harmonization by Richard T Proulx © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License #A-714895  
The Lord Bless You and Keep You #99759 by John Rutter; © 1981 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Gelobt sei Gott - #AF2020171 Music; New Liturgical Year Vol 1 Vol 2, John Ferguson, Editor; © 1997 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 
License #A-714895 



N E WS & E VENTS

Music Notes�—�Today’s�opening�and�closing�voluntaries�are�settings�of�an�Easter�hymn,�published�first�in�
1531�with�20�stanzas�-�two�stanzas�of�praise,�fifteen�stanzas�of�narration,�and�three�stanzas�of�prayer�to�Jesus.�
The text was later paired with a melody by Melchior Vulpius (1609), shortened and ultimately translated to 
English. The tune now is most frequently linked with “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing”. Ernst Pepping 
(1901-1981) taught at the Berliner Hochschule fur Musik, while Healey Willan (1880-1968) was an Anglo-
Canadian organist/composer. 
Spring Worship on the Porch — Sundays through May  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
Today,�The�6th�grade�Confirmands�will�lead�worship.�Everyone�is�welcome�to�this�outdoor�time�of�worship�
and fellowship. Bring a chair or blanket. When weather is inclement, the service will be canceled.  
ME Moms — While most participants have young children, ME Moms invite all mothers, aunts, and women 
of any life stage to come together to enjoy faithful fellowship, wisdom, and encouragement. Both mothers and 
children are welcome at the daytime events. The nighttime events are for adults only to give moms a much-
deserved respite! Contact Jessie Yancey at jyancey@fpcnashville.org for the Mom’s Night address or for more 
information. Upcoming dates: Thursday, April 22 at 11:30 a.m. on the FPC Front Lawn  &  Thursday, May 6 at 
7:30 p.m. at the home of Rachel Davis.
Habitat Framing Day — Sunday, April 25  |  7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
This year, our Habitat missions project will be a new endeavor: building a townhome in the Park Reserve 
neighborhood. The build will occur in two phases: framing the townhome complex on April 25 and in 
finishing�the�townhome�interior�in�October�16,�17,�23�and�24.�Seasoned�framers�and�first�timers�are�all�
welcome. The FPC Grill Team, “Burnt Offerings”, will provide lunch on April 25. For more information or to 
sign up, email missions@fpcnashville.org.  
Oak Hill Day Camp Returns — Registration is now open to children age 4 through 5th grade. There will be 
a limited number of campers each week and COVID-19 safety protocols in place to ensure a fantastic summer. 
Weekly sessions are from 8:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. with an aftercare option available. Find more information on 
sessions, pricing, and registration at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.
Employment Opportunities — We are accepting applications for the following positions: Director of 
Resource Development, Payroll Accountant/Human Resources Generalist, and Early Preschool Toddler 
Educators (2021/2022 Academic Year). Read more about these positions and apply at fpcnashville.org/work-us.

LOOKING AHEAD

May 11  |  Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering  |  11:30 a.m.  |  Sanctuary 
May 13  |  Ascension Worship  |  12:00 p.m.  |  Columbarium 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
April 18  |  5th Grade Milestone Retreat  |  2:30–5:30 p.m.  |  Cannon Center parking lot 
April 25  |  Bible Story Time for Parents & Young Children  |  3:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
May 16  |��Confirmation�Service��|��4:30�p.m.��|��Front�Porch�

OLDER ADULTS 
May 16  |  At Home Communion 

YOUTH 
April 18  |  Senior Blessing  |  1:30 p.m.  |  Columbarium 
April 25  |  Seat At The Table  |  9:45 a.m.  
May 2  |  Youth Sunday  |  8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary & Front Porch  

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly  
Parish News email by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good.  
We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church.  

If you do not have a church home, we’d love to welcome you!



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are 
delighted�you�have�chosen�to�join�us�in�worship.�Whether�you�are�a�guest�or�a�longtime�member,�fill�out�the�Connect�Card�
(found in the pew racks) to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. 
Drop your completed Connect Card in the Offering Basket located in the Narthex.

The Mother and Infant  
Quiet Room is located in the  

Nursery Wing.

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST 
app, connect your personal device and headphones. 

WiFi: FPC Guest | Password: GreenRock-81
select “First Pres Sanctuary”  

Text “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005,  
or donate online  

at fpcnashville.org.

PLE A SE INCLUDE IN  YOUR PR AYERS

Ann Alexander 
Fifi�Anderson�
Myrtle Ann Archer
George Armistead 
Mary Baker
Mary Helen Bailey
Kristin Batten
Linda Berry
Barbara Boone 
Lauren Brinkley
Merry Lynn Cato
Tim Coomer and family
Andrea Cooper
Helen Dale
Lipscomb Davis
Martha Davis 

Burton Dietz
Michael DiTraglia
Kathryn Downs
Don Fisher
Mary Francis
Lewis Frost
Jim & Roxie Gibson
Lynn Hardison
Willie Hardison
Harry Hassall
Ann Hayes
Mary Howard Hayes
Phyllis Heard
Ashley Higgins
Dorothy Holland 
Helen Holland

Preston Holland 
Annie Evelyn Hollins
Tim Ishii
Bob Jackson
Bill Kirby
Jeff Koch
Kaye Knox
Catherine�Loflin�
Emily Love
Bracey Mayo
Liz McConnell 
and family
Tom McDonald
Sherri Middendorf
Maureen Milam
Shelby Eaker Quinley 

and family
Mary Evelyn Reese
Trey Russell
Mike Shampain
Brett Simpson
Trish Simpson
Eric Skinner
Lucas Spickard
Ed Stone
David Thomas
Peter van Lingen
Janice and Bud Wendell
Lynda Wimberly 
Tom Wright
Nahed Zehr

Please pray for the leaders of our nation and world and community and for their wise and compassionate 
decisions; for those most vulnerable to illness; for those without homes and no safe place to go; for those 
whose economic livelihood is in jeopardy; for those without childcare for their children while they work; for 
doctors and nurses and all those caring for the sick; for medical researchers seeking treatment and means of 
prevention of COVID-19 and its complications. Please pray for our city, state and nation, for the healing of 
deep wounds and for God’s spirit of peace, justice, mercy, mutual respect and love to rest upon and between 
all people.

Pray for our mission partner, Friends Life. Friends Life Community is grounded in the conviction that God 
creates every individual with unique gifts. Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities are no 
exception. Friends receive support and services necessary for them to maximize their strengths while making 
valuable con tributions to the communities in which they play, live, and work. Friends Life Community 
believes and demonstrates that everyone has value and a place in this world and we work to help Friends 
achieve that reality. Learn more at friendslife.org.

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
Prayer request cards can be found in the pew racks and can be dropped in the Offering Baskets or the Prayer 
Request�Boxes�located�in�the�narthex�and�at�the�Hospitality�Center.�Church�officers�meet�weekly�to�lift�up�
prayer requests to God.


