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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Variations on “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 
Johann Pachelbel 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP      

Pastor:  We need your presence on the long road, Lord.
All:  The road between fear and hope, 
Pastor: the road between the place where all is lost and the place of resurrection. 
All: Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus, we are in need of your company.
Pastor: Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power, 
All: Let us worship the Living God together!  

*†OPENING HYMN  Come Christians Join to Sing
Madrid 

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen! Loud praise to Christ our King: Alleluia! Amen!  
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; praise is his gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 
Come, lift your hearts on high: Alleluia! Amen! Let praises fill the sky: Alleluia! Amen!  
He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend; his love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen! 
Praise yet our Christ again: Alleluia! Amen! Life shall not end the strain: Alleluia! Amen!  
On heaven’s blissful shore his goodness we’ll adore, singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen! 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Ashley Higgins (8:30) 
 Evelyn Watlington (11:00)

FIRST LESSON Colossians 1:15–23    

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 
reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 
of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
became a minister. 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“ Emmaus is the place we go in order to escape...it is whatever we do or wherever we go to make ourselves 
forget that the world holds nothing sacred: that even the wisest and bravest and loveliest decay and die; 
that even the noblest ideas that humanity has had—ideas about love and freedom and justice—have 
always in time been twisted out of shape by humanity for selfish ends.”    – Frederick Buechner
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CALL TO CONFESSION  Is He Worthy? 
Andrew Peterson   

Do you feel the world is broken? We do.   
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do.   
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the light from getting through? We do.   
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do.   
Is all creation groaning? It is.   
Is a new creation coming? It is.   
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is.   
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is.  
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? The Lion of Judah 
who conquered the grave, he is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. Is he worthy?  
Is he worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory, is he worthy of this? He is.  
Does the Father truly love us? He does.   
Does the Spirit move among us? He does.   
And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those he loves? He does.   
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does.  
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? The Lion of Judah 
who conquered the grave, he is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. From every 
people and tribe, every nation and tongue, he has made us a kingdom and priests to God, to reign with the 
Son. Is he worthy? Is he worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory, is he worthy? Is he worthy?  
Is he worthy of this? He is.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
 The Rev. Adam DeVries (11:00)

Too often Lord, we are hesitant in our proclamation; seeking safe and suitable opportunities to speak 
of our faith. Too often Lord, we are half-hearted in our service; reluctant to stand out from the crowd 
or to attract criticism. Too often Lord, we live as if dependent wholly on our own resources; relying 
on our perceived skills and modest insights. Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the frailty of our 
faith, and open wide our hearts and minds to the immanent presence of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      



HYMN OF PREPARATION  Abide with Me  
Eventide 

I need thy presence every passing hour; what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?  
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.  
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still, if thou abide with me.
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 24:13–35   

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,  
14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision 
of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted 
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 So they drew near to the village to which 
they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with 
us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was 
at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And 
they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with 
them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Burning Hearts The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff

“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”  
– Luke 24:32  



OFFERTORY  The Road Home
Stephen Paulus and Michael Dennis Browne

Tell me where is the road I can call my own, that I left, that I lost, so long ago? All these years I have 
wandered, oh when will I know there’s a way, there’s a road that will lead me home? After wind, after rain, 
when the dark is done, as I wake from a dream in the gold of day, through the air there’s a calling from far 
away, there’s a voice I can hear that will lead me home. Rise up, follow me, come away is the call, with the 
love in your heart as the only song; there is no such beauty as where you belong. Rise up, follow me, I will 
lead you home. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Christ Be Beside Me  
Bunessan 

Christ be beside me; Christ be before me; Christ be behind me, King of my heart.  
Christ be within me; Christ be below me; Christ be above me, never to part. 
Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, Christ all around me, shield in the strife.  
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, Christ in my rising, light of my life. 
Christ be in all hearts thinking about me; Christ be on all tongues telling of me.  
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me; in ears that hear me Christ ever be.

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

The congregation will be seated until after the choral response.

CHORAL RESPONSE Dona Nobis Pacem 
Ludwig van Beethoven 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Beautiful Savior
David Cherwien

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Catherine Cook, her son 
Wiley Cook, her daughter Mary Farris Cook Martin and her grandson Alexander Martin by their family.     

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Raquel Warchol – Contemporary Worship Music Director 
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Beautiful Savior - David Cherwien - Music - © 1990 MorningStar Music Publishers / Birnamwood Publications. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License 
#A-714895.  
Cover Image: The Supper at Emmaus is a painting by the Italian Baroque master Caravaggio, executed in 1601, and now in London. Originally this painting was 
commissioned and paid for by Ciriaco Mattei, brother of cardinal Girolamo Mattei. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1602-3_Caravaggio,Supper_at_
Emmaus_National_Gallery,_London.jpg. This work is in the public domain in its country of origin and other countries and areas where the copyright term is the 
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N E WS & E VENTS

Officer Nominations — The Officer Nominating Committee is soliciting recommendations from the 
members of First Presbyterian Church for persons to be considered to serve in the offices of Elder and Deacon 
for the Class of 2024. Please prayerfully consider submitting a recommendation for this important and vital 
service for your church. To submit a nomination visit linktr.ee/fpcnashville.    
Bible Story Time for Parents & Young Children  |  Today, April 25  |  4:00 p.m.  |  Children’s Portico  
Join us for an outdoor Bible story and some fun activities under the portico. For little ones ages 0-3, just before 
Worship at the Porch.
Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering  |  Tuesday, May 11  |  11:30 a.m.  |  Sanctuary — All women are 
invited to the Spring Gathering as we conclude our year of studying The Gospel of Mark: The Jesus We’re 
Aching For. Dr. Ryan Moore will speak, and special music will be provided by Tricia Carswell. There is 
no cost for this event. Childcare will not be provided. This event will also be livestreamed on YouTube and 
Facebook. Register at linktr.ee/fpcnashville. 
Ascension Day Service  |  Thursday, May 13  |  12:00 p.m.  |  Columbarium — Ascension Day 
commemorates the bodily ascension of Jesus into heaven after his resurrection on Easter. Join us for worship 
as we remember and celebrate the Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ into heaven.
ME Moms Night  |  Thursday, May 6  |  7:30 p.m.  |  The home of Rachel Davis — This nighttime event  
is for adults only to give moms a much-deserved respite! While most participants have young children, ME 
Moms invite all mothers, aunts, and women of any life stage to come together to enjoy faithful fellowship, 
wisdom, and encouragement. Contact Jessie Yancey at jyancey@fpcnashville.org for the Mom’s Night address  
or for more information. 
Spring Worship on the Porch — Sundays through May  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch 
Everyone is welcome to this outdoor time of worship and fellowship. Bring a chair or blanket. When weather 
is inclement, the service will be canceled. 
Oak Hill Day Camp Returns — Registration is now open to children age 4 through 5th grade. Weekly 
sessions are from 8:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. with an aftercare option available. Find more information on sessions, 
pricing, and registration at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.
Employment Opportunities — We are accepting applications for the following positions: Director of 
Resource Development, Payroll Accountant/Human Resources Generalist, and Early Preschool Toddler 
Educators (2021/2022 Academic Year). Read more about these positions and apply at fpcnashville.org/work-us.

LOOKING AHEAD

May 2  |  Youth Sunday  |  8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary & Front Porch  
May 9  |  New Members Joining  |  11:00 a.m. service 
May 23  |  Presenting the 2020 Confirmation Class  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch
May 30  |  Kirkin’ Sunday  |  Todd Jones, Guest Preacher  |  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. services 
Aug 7-8  |  NaCoMe Family Camp  |  Register at linktr.ee/fpcnashville

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
May 16  |  Confirmation Service  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch  
May 23  |  5 & 6  Year Old Milestone  |  3:30 p.m.
May 23  |  Nursery Bible Story Time  |  4:00 p.m.  |  Children’s Portico

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly  
Parish News email by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are 
rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church 
home, we’d love to welcome you!



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are 
delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card 
(found in the pew racks) to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. 
Drop your completed Connect Card in the Offering Basket located in the Narthex.

The Mother and Infant  
Quiet Room is located in the  

Nursery Wing.

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST 
app, connect your personal device and headphones. 

WiFi: FPC Guest | Password: GreenRock-81
select “First Pres Sanctuary”  

Text “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005,  
or donate online  

at fpcnashville.org.

PLE A SE INCLUDE IN  YOUR PR AYERS

Ann Alexander 
Fifi Anderson 
Myrtle Ann Archer
Mary Baker
Mary Helen Bailey
Linda Berry
Barbara Boone 
Lauren Brinkley
Merry Lynn Cato
Tim Coomer and family
Andrea Cooper
Helen Dale
Lipscomb Davis
Martha Davis 
Burton Dietz

Michael DiTraglia
Don Fisher
Mary Francis
Lewis Frost
Jim & Roxie Gibson
Lynn Hardison
Willie Hardison
Harry Hassall
Ann Hayes
Mary Howard Hayes
Phyllis Heard
Ashley Higgins
Dorothy Holland 
Helen Holland
Preston Holland 

Annie Evelyn Hollins
Tim Ishii
Bob Jackson
Bill Kirby
Jeff Koch
Kaye Knox
Catherine Loflin 
Emily Love
Bracey Mayo
Liz McConnell and family
Tom McDonald
Sherri Middendorf
Maureen Milam
Mary Evelyn Reese
Trey Russell

Mike Shampain
Brett Simpson
Trish Simpson
Eric Skinner
Lucas Spickard
Ed Stone
David Thomas
Peter van Lingen
Janice and Bud Wendell
Lynda Wimberly 
Tom Wright
Nahed Zehr

Please pray for the leaders of our nation and world and community and for their wise and compassionate 
decisions; for those most vulnerable to illness; for those without homes and no safe place to go; for those 
whose economic livelihood is in jeopardy; for those without childcare for their children while they work; for 
doctors and nurses and all those caring for the sick; for medical researchers seeking treatment and means of 
prevention of COVID-19 and its complications. Please pray for our city, state and nation, for the healing of 
deep wounds and for God’s spirit of peace, justice, mercy, mutual respect and love to rest upon and between 
all people.

PRAYER FOR OUR MISSIONS PARTNER
Please pray for Habitat for Humanity, for their volunteers, and the families that they serve. This year, due to 
the high cost of land in Nashville, Habitat is building a 26-unit townhome complex instead of freestanding 
houses. FPC will still sponsor a family and finish the interior of the townhome in October. Pray for the FPC 
Habitat volunteers that are working today as we begin to frame our twentieth Habitat project.

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
Prayer request cards can be found in the pew racks and can be dropped in the Offering Baskets or the Prayer 
Request Boxes located in the narthex and at the Hospitality Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up 
prayer requests to God.


