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PILATE WASHING HIS HANDS 
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A SERVICE FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified Jesus... 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three o’clock in the afternoon.  

At three o’clock, Jesus ... gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  – Mark 15:25, 33, 37

PRELUDE  I am the Vine, You are the Branches (John 15:1–17)
Michael Linton

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband man. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away; and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the Word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is wither’d: and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in me and my words abide in you ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so that 
ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you; continue ye in my love. If ye keep 
my commandments ye shall abide in my love, ev’n as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide 
in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full. This is my commandment that ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Henceforth I call you not servants, for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I’ve made known unto you. Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain, that whatever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I 
command you, that ye love one another.  

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP Dr. Ryan Moore

Pastor: God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 
All: God sent his only Son into the world that we might live through him.
Pastor:  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation  

– the atoning sacrifice – for our sins. So come, let us draw close to the cross.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

ANTHEM  Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
Philip W. J. Stopford  |  Charles Wesley 

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is 
high; hide me, O my Saviour hide, till the storm of life be past; safe into the haven guide, O receive my 
soul at last! Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on thee; leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
still support and comfort me. All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; cover my 
defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing. Thou, O Christ, art all I want; more than all in thee I 
find. Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. Just and holy is thy name; I am 
all unrighteousness. False and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace. Plenteous grace on thee is 
found, grace to cover all my sin. Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. Thou of 
life the fountain art; freely let me take of thee. Spring thou up within my heart. Rise to all eternity. Amen.
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 THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

THE FIRST WORD
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one 
on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots 
to divide his garments.  – Luke 23:32–34

MEDITATION Father, Forgive Them! The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff

PRAYER  

*† HYMN  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Hamburg  

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,  
my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God;  
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;  
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.   

THE SECOND WORD 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”   
– Luke 23:39–43

MEDITATION Today, You Shall Be With Me. The Rev. Adam DeVries

PRAYER

ANTHEM  Soul of Christ, Sanctify Me 
Philip W. J. Stopford 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me, Body of Christ, save me. Today you shall be with me in Paradise. Blood 
of Christ, refresh me. Water from the side of Christ, wash me. Passion of Christ, strengthen me. Today 
you shall be with me in Paradise. O good Jesus, hear me; within your wounds, hide me; let me never be 
separated from you; from the darkness, defend me. Today you shall be with me in Paradise. In the hour 
of my death, call me, and bid me come to you, that with your saints I may praise you forever and forever. 
Today you shall be with me in Paradise. Amen.  



THE THIRD WORD 
25 But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.   – John 19:25–27

MEDITATION Woman, Behold Your Son! Dr. Ryan Moore

PRAYER

SOLO   Meditation on “Wondrous Love”
Carol McClure

† HYMN  O Sacred Head Now Wounded  
Passion CHorale 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down;  
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown;  
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine!  
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain:  
mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain.  
Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy place;  
look on me with thy favor, and grant to me thy grace. 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,  
for this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end?  
O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,  
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

THE FOURTH WORD  
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling 
Elijah.” … 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.   
– Matthew 27:45–47, 50

MEDITATION My God, My God, Why? The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez

PRAYER

† HYMN  Lord, Why Have You Forsaken Me 
bourbon 

Lord, why have you forsaken me,   
and why are you so far away from my complaint and my distress   
poured out before you night and day?  



ANTHEM  from Messiah
G.F. Handel 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him.  

THE FIFTH WORD   

 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar  
full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it  
to his mouth.  – John 19:28–29 

MEDITATION I Am Thirsty. Dr. Sandra Randleman

PRAYER 

† HYMN  Ah, Holy Jesus  
Herzliebster Jesu 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted! 
 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee. 

THE SIXTH WORD    
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
– John 19:30   

MEDITATION It Is Finished! Dr. Stuart Gordon

PRAYER 

ANTHEM  from St. Matthew Passion   
J.S. Bach 

Truly, this was the Son of God.

THE SEVENTH WORD 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while 
the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.  
 – Luke 23:44–46

MEDITATION Father, Into Your Hands. Dr. John Musgrave

PRAYER  



SOLO   Were You There? 
African American Spiritual 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?   
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they nailed him to the 
tree? Were you there when they pierced him in the side? O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 
tremble. Were you there when they pierced him in the side? Were you there when they laid him in the 
tomb? O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

*BENEDICTION

*  Those who are able, please stand.

† Arrivals may be seated and those leaving may exit.  
All are welcome to stay for the duration of the Good Friday service or leave as needed.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families  
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist   
Carol McClure – Harp, Chris Simonsen – Baritone, Greg Thomas – Tenor,  
David Davidson and Ali Hoffman – Violin, Elizabeth Lamb – Viola,  
Sari Reist – Cello, Craig Nelson –  String Bass

MUSIC NOTES : PRELUDE – I am the Vine, You are the Branches

In his “Poet and Peasant,” Kenneth Bailey showed how Jesus used traditional story-telling forms to clarify the 
meaning of the parables in Luke.  In a similar way, two aspects of the text from John shape this anthem:  the 
metaphor of the vine and the branches and Jesus’ gift of the new commandment, “that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you.”  

In music, “canon” is a device where various voices strictly imitate each other (“Row, Row, Row Your Boat”) 
is a good example.  Coming from the Greek kanon (where it means “a standard”), it came to mean also a 
“rule” or a “law.”  Visually, the various lines of a musical canon intertwine around each other, like vines 
springing from a single root, and the canonic form itself—a rule—is a direct reference to Christ’s new “rule.”  

The choir sings the text in Anglican chant. This harmony is the single “root” of the anthem and underlies all 
17 verses. The canon begins as simply as possible, with only an oscillation between two notes, but becomes 
more florid as it progresses.  But at verse 12 the canon breaks apart, becoming pure melody.  This is to 
emphasize the text. Here Jesus gives his “new commandment”; it is about love of which he is the model. 
Yet the command is ironic. Obedience can be commanded. Love is spontaneous—it cannot be commanded 
(and it is absent in the Ten Commandments in Exodus)—and the ecstatic melodic outpouring of the music 
is intended to emphasize the divine mystery of this command to love “as I have loved you.”  The anthem 
gradually quiets until it ends as it began with a repetition of the opening oscillation.  

A fuller description of the work can be found here:  vimeo.com/447919744  
And a performance can be found there:  youtube.com/watch?v=w1dZn0vdcRg
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OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 
Cover Photo: commons.wikimedia.org, Jan Lievens: Pilate washing his hands, U.S. work that is in the public domain in the U.S. for an unspecified reason, but 
presumably because it was published in the U.S. before 1926.



E A S T E R  |  A P R I L  4
6:30 a.m.  |  Front Porch*  

8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m.  |  Sanctuary 
4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch* 

The Resurrection of the Lord (or Easter Sunday) is the center of our Christian year. On this occasion the church 
joyfully proclaims the good news that is at the very heart of the gospel: that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.

Registration has reached capacity for indoor Easter services. Please join us at an outdoor service.
*Please bring your own chairs for outdoor services.

 

H O LY  W E E K  2 0 2 1

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are 
delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card 
(found in the pew racks) to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. 
Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering basket located in the Narthex.

The Mother and Infant  
Quiet Room is located in the  

Nursery Wing.

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST 
app, connect your personal device and headphones. 

WiFi: FPC Guest | Password: GreenRock-81
select “First Pres Sanctuary”  

Text “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005,  
or donate online  

at fpcnashville.org.


