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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Veni Creator Spiritus  
Libby Larsen

INTROIT   O Ewiges Feuer (O Eternal Fire from Cantata 34)  
J.S. Bach   

O ewiges feuer, O ursprung der liebe, entzünde die herzen und weihe sie ein.  
O fire everlasting, O wellspring of rapture, enkindle our hearts with devotion to thee.

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  

Pastor:	 	The	God	of	the	whirlwind	and	fire	sweeps	into	our	presence	in	this	hour.	Glory	be	to	God,	who	
strengthens us, 

All: and blesses all people with peace. 
Pastor: God, Who called all the world into being, calls forth new life in us today. 
All: Glory be to God, in whose creative purpose we are claimed and empowered. 
Pastor:	 	God,	whose	Spirit	unites	all	people	in	a	common	language	of	love,	confirms	God’s	gifts	in	us	

as we gather here. 
All:	 Glory	be	to	God,	who	created	light	in	which	we	can	walk	in	confident	expectation.	
Pastor:  Spirit of the living God, visit us again on this day of Pentecost. 
All: All Praise to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

*†OPENING HYMN  All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above  
Mit	Freuden	Zart	

All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation,  
the God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With	healing	balm	my	soul	he	fills,	the	God	who	ev’ry	sorrow	stills.	 
To God all praise and glory!  

What God’s almighty pow’r hath made his gracious mercy keepeth;  
by morning dawn or evening shade his watchful eye ne’er sleepeth;  
within the kingdom of his might, lo, all is just and all is right.  
To God all praise and glory! 
I cried to him in time of need: Lord God, O, hear my calling!  
For death he gave me life indeed and kept my feet from falling.  
For this my thanks shall endless be; O, thank him, thank our God, with me.  
To God all praise and glory! 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

	“God	will	make	the	feeblest	and	filthiest	of	us	into	a	god	or	goddess,	a	dazzling,	radiant,	immortal	
creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot now 
imagine,	a	bright	stainless	mirror	which	reflects	back	to	God	perfectly	(though,	of	course,	on	a	
smaller scale) his own boundless power and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in 
parts very painful; but that is what we are in for. Nothing less. He meant what he said.”   

 – C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

MAY 23 ,  2021  Day of Pentecost



The	Lord	forsaketh	not	his	flock,	his	chosen	generation;	 
he is their Refuge and their Rock, their Peace and their Salvation.  
As with a mother’s tender hand he leads his own, his chosen band.  
To God all praise and glory!   

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Caroline Pittman (8:30)  
Owen Rouse (11:00) 

FIRST LESSON  | Acts 2:1-4 

1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Leader: The Word of the Lord  
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
	 Hyfrydol	

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (8:30) 
 Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00) 

Almighty God, you poured out your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold tongues, open ears, 
and a new community of faith. We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. We 
do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a people made one 
in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the power of your faithful people, 
doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor:  In Christ you were marked with the Holy Spirit, a seal of our redemption in Christ. By the power 
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	become	dead	in	sin	and	alive	anew	in	Christ.	May	you	be	filled	with	the	
Holy Spirit so that you may have hope of new life, may grow in your knowledge of the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and may experience the incomparable power of God that raised our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Friends, in Jesus Christ we stand forgiven at the cross. 

All: Alleluia! Amen! 

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
 Gloria	Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Heidelberg Catechism,	Q&A’s	49,	51,	53 

Pastor:	 What	benefit	do	we	receive	from	Christ’s	ascension	into	heaven?	
All:  First, that he is our Advocate in the presence of his Father in heaven. Second, that we have 

our	flesh	in	heaven	as	a	sure	pledge	that	he,	as	the	Head,	will	also	take	us,	his	members,	
up to himself. Third, that he sends us his Spirit as a counter-pledge by whose power we 
seek what is above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, and not things that 
are on earth. 

Pastor:	 What	benefit	do	we	receive	from	this	glory	of	Christ,	our	Head?	
All:  First, that through the Holy Spirit he pours out heavenly gifts upon us, his members. Sec-

ond, that by his power he defends and supports us against all our enemies. 
Pastor:	 What	do	you	believe	concerning	the	Holy	Spirit?	
All:  First, that, with the Father and the Son, he is equally eternal God; second, that God’s 

Spirit is also given to me, preparing me through a true faith to share in Christ and all his 
benefits,	that	he	comforts	me	and	will	abide	with	me	forever.	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
Morecambe	

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;  
stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I ought to love.  
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay,  
no angel visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 
Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King;  all, all thine own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?  
I	see	thy	cross;	there	teach	my	heart	to	cling.	O	let	me	seek	thee,	and	O	let	me	find!		
Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh. Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,  
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh. Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.  
Teach	me	to	love	thee	as	thine	angels	love,	one	holy	passion	filling	all	my	frame;	 
the	baptism	of	the	heaven-descended	Dove,	my	heart	an	altar,	and	thy	love	the	flame.	

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  |  Romans 8:22–27 
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 
And	not	only	the	creation,	but	we	ourselves,	who	have	the	firstfruits	of	the	Spirit,	groan	inwardly	as	we	
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now 
hope	that	is	seen	is	not	hope.	For	who	hopes	for	what	he	sees?	25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Dr. Ryan Moore

Strength for Today; Bright Hope for Tomorrow

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.” – Romans 8:26   



OFFERTORY  Sing Praises Ye Faithful from Cantata 172 
J.S. Bach 

Sing praises ye faithful your voices attune ye this season so joyous. The Lord in our souls now a temple 
desireth.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Nettleton

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach	me	some	melodious	sonnet,	sung	by	flaming	tongues	above;	 
praise	the	mount!	I’m	fixed	upon	it,	mount	of	God’s	unchanging	love!	
Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     

The congregation will be seated until after the choral response.

CHORAL RESPONSE  A Blessing (A Traditional Irish Blessing)
James Chepponis

May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your 
face,	the	rains	fall	soft	on	your	fields.	And	until	we	meet	again,	may	God	hold	you	in	the	palm	of	his	hand.	

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Veni Creator, Spiritus
Jeanne Demessieux  

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers	in	the	chancel	are	given	to	the	glory	of	God	and	in	celebration	of	the	marriage	of	Valerie	Griffin	
and Will Jones IV. The wreaths adorning the sanctuary doors are given to glory of God and in honor of the 
2020	Confirmation	class,	current	7th	Graders,	who	were	unable	to	celebrate	their	Confirmation	Sunday	due	
to the pandemic.   

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music  
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Patrick Kunkee – Trumpet
Alex	Blazek	–	Trumpet
Alison Hoffman – Violin
Joshua Hickman – Timpani

MUSIC NOTE 
While Veni Creator Spiritus	is	a	Sarum	plainsong	from	the	ninth	century,	today’s	voluntaries	have	been	
realized	by	contemporary	writers.	Libby	Larsen	(born	1950),	co-founder	(with	Stephen	Paulus)	of	the	
Minnesota	Composers	Forum,	has	created	a	body	of	over	500	works	spanning	virtually	every	genre	from	
vocal	and	chamber	music	to	orchestra	works	and	over	15	operas.	
French	organist	and	composer	Jeanne	Demessieux	(1921–1968)	was	known	for	her	prodigious	technique	
and	musicianship.	She	studied	at	the	Paris	Conservatory,	winning	first	prizes	in	fugue,	harmony,	piano,	
and	organ.	As	an	organist,	she	traveled	extensively	in	Europe	and	North	America	during	the	1950s	
performing around 700 concerts. She combined this with the demands of academic positions at the Nancy 
Conservatory	(1950–1952)	and	the	Liège	Conservatory	(1952–1968),	while	also	serving	as	organist	at	St.	
Madeleine	(1962–1968).	She	wrote	over	30	compositions	before	her	untimely	death.	
Demessieux’s	prelude	on	Veni Creator is a rhythmic toccata (meaning to touch). Each phrase of the 
plainchant tune is placed in various registers throughout the piece.

Veni Creator Spiritus #91735	by	Libby	Larsen	©	Oxford	University	Press	Inc.	2001.	Assigned	to	Oxford	University	Press	2010. All rights reserved. OneLicense.
net	License	#A-714895.	
Veni Creator, Spiritus by	Jeanne	Demessieux	(Twelve	Chorale	Preludes	on	Gregorian	Chant	Themes	for	Organ,	Summy-Birchard	Music,	1950	and	1995)	All	
rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.
Cover photo: The Pentecost, c. 1612-1614. Fray Juan Bautista Maíno. Source: Museo Nacional del Prado.



Presenting	the	2020	Confirmation	Class		|		Today,	May	23		|		4:30	p.m.		|		Front	Porch	— We will welcome 
our	new	members	from	the	Confirmation	Class	of	2020!		Because	of	COVID,	the	Confirmation	Class	of	2020	
(who	are	finishing	their	7th	grade	year)	were	not	able	to	be	presented	and	celebrated	at	worship.	We	will	
take	time	in	this	service	to	recognize	our	newer	members	who	joined	FPC	in	April	of	2020.	In	the	event	of	
inclement weather, this service will be moved to the sanctuary.

Summer Communities of Belonging — Our summer Communities of Belonging series “What It Means to 
Be	the	Church”	will	kick-off	the	week	of	June	6.	We	will	explore	seven	different	images	of	the	church	found	in	
scripture,	reflecting	on	how	we	might	live	into	those	with	renewed	gratitude	for	the	gift	of	the	community	of	
faith.	This	has	been	a	difficult	year	and	a	half,	so	join	us	as	we	remember	who	we	are	called	to	be	as	the	church	
and recommit to our life together. Register for a group at fpcnashville.org. 
Children’s In-person Programming Reopens June 6 —	Effective	Sunday	June	6,	we	will	take	the	next	
step of our reopening plan. Contact CMAdmin@fpcnashville.org for more information. Step 3C reopens our 
Children’s	Ministry	for	children	of	all	ages:
• Ages	0-3:	Nursery	will reopen for the 11:00 a.m. service. The nursery will serve children age 6 weeks to 

3	years.		The	nursery	will	open	at	10:30	a.m.	and	close	at	12:15	p.m.	Reservations	will	be	required	weekly.		
• Ages	4-6:	Young	Children	and	Worship	will	be	offered	during	the	11:00	a.m.	service.	
• All ages: Family Summer Sundays Under the Tent is	a	new	offering	for	this	summer!	At	9:45	a.m.,	

between the morning worship services, parents and children of all ages are invited to gather together 
behind the Cheek House for faithful fun as a family.   

• All ages: Very Playful Summer (VPS) activities	will	happen	all	summer	long!	After	a	school	year	like	
no other, we will use the summer vacation as a welcome opportunity to reconnect with friends and play 
together. 

Musikgarten	Classes	for	Babies	and	Toddlers	|		Mondays	beginning	June	7		|		9:45	a.m.	or	10:30	a.m.	
Parents are invited to bring their babies and toddlers (newborn through age 3½) for Musikgarten classes. 
Parents will learn how to play musically with their child through bouncing and rocking songs, wiggle and 
peek-a-boo	games,	and	other	fun	activities.	The	cost	for	each	class	is	$50	for	each	child.	Register	online	at	
fpcnashville.org.

NaCoMe	All-Church	Retreat		|		Saturday	and	Sunday,	August	7-8	— Join your FPC church family on 
NaCoMe’s	beautiful	grounds	in	Pleasantville,	Tennessee,	just	a	90-minute	drive	from	Nashville.	It’s	a	perfect	
getaway for people of all ages and stages to connect with God, nature, and each other. Register to come just 
for Saturday or register to stay overnight. The cabins have big front porches and separated rooms inside so that 
each household will be in a private room with plenty of bunk beds and its own secluded bathroom.  Register at 
fpcnashville.org.

Officer	Nominations	—	The	Officer	Nominating	Committee	is	now	seeking	recommendations	for	the	Officer	
Class of 2024. Please prayerfully consider submitting a recommendation for the committee to consider. To 
recommend	someone	to	serve	as	Elder	or	Deacon,	visit	linktr.ee/fpcnashville	or	call	615-383-1815.	

Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are 
rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church 
home, we’d love to welcome you!

N E WS & E VENTS

KIRK IN ’  SUN DAY AN D FESTIVAL
Sunday,	May	30	— Dr. Todd Jones will be the guest preacher on Sunday 
morning	as	we	celebrate	Kirkin’	o’	Th’	Tartan	with	a	spectacular	procession	
of bagpipes, drums, and traditional Scottish Highland dress. Join the entire 
church	family	at	9:45	a.m.	for	the	Kirkin’	Festival	where	we	will	enjoy	tea	and	
scones, play Highland Games, and enjoy the sounds of Scotland in front of the 
Sanctuary. 



All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshipping, playing or serving together. 

May	23	|	Presenting	the	2020	Confirmation	Class | 4:30 p.m. | Front Porch 
May	30	|		Kirkin’	of	the	Tartan | Todd Jones, Guest Preacher | 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. services  

Kirkin’ Festival	|	9:45	a.m.	|	Sanctuary	Front	Porch	 
No Worship on the Porch 

June	6,	13,	20,	27	|		Worship	on	the	Porch	| 4:30 p.m. | Front Porch  
Popsicles & Pizza after the Porch || FPC Pool

June	6	|	Communities	of	Belonging	Summer	Series	Launch	
June	16	|	Blood	Drive	|	11:00	a.m.	-	5:00	p.m.	|	Courtenay	Hall	
June	24	|	Songwriters	Concert	| 6:00 p.m. | Front Lawn 
June	27	|	Mission	Sunday:	Share	a	Square	Food	Drive | 3:00 p.m. 
July	10	|	Inquirers	One	Day	Class	
July	18	|	Mission	Sunday:	Rise	Against	Hunger | 3:00 p.m. 
Aug	7-8	|	NaCoMe	All	Church	Retreat	

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
May	23	|		5	&	6	Year	Old	Milestone  | 3:30 p.m.   

VPS:	Nursery	Bible	Story	Time	with	Mrs.	Karen	|	4:00	p.m.	|	Children’s	Portico 
June	2	|	VPS:	Farm	Day	|	Grades	3-6	|	9:00	a.m.-12:00	p.m.	|	Clark	Farm	
June	3	|	ME	Moms	Picnic	In	the	Park | 11:00 a.m. | Parmer Park 
June	6	|	VPS:	Playground	&	Donuts	|	Ages	4-6	|	9:30	a.m.	|	Early	Preschool	Playgound	
Beginning	June	7	|	Musikgarten | Mondays at 10:00 a.m. | Courtenay Lounge 

YOUTH & FAMILIES 
May	31-June	3  |  All Youth Camp FPC Mission “Trip” 
June	5-12  |  West Virginia High School Mission Trip

RECREATION  
Thursdays,	June-August	|	Pickup	Pickleball	|	5-8	p.m.|	Enrichment	Center 
June	1	|	Pool	Opens	for	Summer	 
June	7	|	Oak	Hill	Day	Camp	Sessions	begin

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly  
Parish News email by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. We are 
delighted	you	have	chosen	to	join	us	in	worship.	Whether	you	are	a	guest	or	a	longtime	member,	fill	out	the	Connect	Card	
(found in the pew racks) to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. 
Drop	your	completed	Connect	Card	in	the	Offering	Basket	located	in	the	Narthex.

The Mother and Infant  
Quiet Room is located in the  

Nursery Wing.

Audio	Bluetooth	Capabilities	–	Use	the	WaveCAST	
app, connect your personal device and headphones. 

WiFi: FPC Guest | Password: GreenRock-81
select “First Pres Sanctuary”  

Text	“GIVE”	to	(707)	475-3005,	 
or donate online  

at fpcnashville.org.

LOOKING AH E AD


