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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Blessed Be the Tie That Binds 
Libby Larsen

WELCOME  Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (8:30)

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Dave Garvey (8:30)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Pastor:  O sing to the Lord a new song; 
All: Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Pastor: Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
All: Tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Pastor: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Let us worship God.

*†OPENING HYMN  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty! 
Lobe den Herren 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!  
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration! 
Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,  
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!  
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been granted in what he ordaineth? 
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!  
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!  
Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly for aye we adore him.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION    Anna Kate Rader (8:30)   
 Brennan Showers (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  |  Psalm 97

1 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 2 Clouds and thick darkness are all 
around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 3 Fire goes before him and burns 
up his adversaries all around. 4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 5 The moun-
tains melt like wax before the Lord, before the Lord of all the earth. 6 The heavens proclaim his righteous-
ness, and all the peoples see his glory. 7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, who make their boast 
in worthless idols; worship him, all you gods! 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, 
because of your judgments, O Lord. 9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“All political, all social, all education, all human problems are solved in a concrete way by the 
rulership of Christ. This is what glory is.”  

— Eberhard Arnold
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above all gods. 10 O you who love the Lord, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them 
from the hand of the wicked. 11 Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in 
the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name!

Leader: The Word of the Lord  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
Stuart Townend

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss: the Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory.
Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished. 
His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ: his death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer, 
But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00)

Most Holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before you our sinful nature, prone to 
evil and slothful in good, and all our shortcomings and offenses. You alone know how often we have 
sinned: in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. But you, O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, who are ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have displeased you. Teach us to 
hate our errors; cleanse us from our secret faults; and forgive us our sins, for the sake of your dear 
Son. And, O most holy and loving Father, help us, we ask you, to live in your light and walk in your 
ways, according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES (8:30) Rev. Adam DeVries 

‡ SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) Dr. Stuart Gordon  
John Eason, Assisting Elder 

PRESENTATION OF CHILD 
Lindsey and Charles Webb are presenting their daughter, Martha Nell Webb, for baptism.

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS  
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
THE BAPTISM

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  What Wondrous Love Is This 
Wondrous Love 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing;  
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing!  
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,  
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  |  2 Corinthians 5:17–21

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON An Outpost of the Kingdom Dr. Ryan V. Moore
“…we are ambassadors for Christ…” 2 Corinthians 5:20



OFFERTORY  Zion’s Walls 
Aaron Copland 

Come fathers and mothers, come sisters and brothers, come join us in singing the praises of Zion. O fathers 
don’t you feel determined to meet within the walls of Zion? We’ll shout and go round,the walls of Zion. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Blessed Assurance
Assurance 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!  
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight;  
angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE My Song Is Love Unknown  
Love Unknown

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine: never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. This is 
my Friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude in B Major, Op. 7 
Marcel Dupré 

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated.  

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God by Mary Wallace Morgan, Tricia and Benjamin 
Carswell, and Mary Lindley Carswell in loving memory of Richard L. Morgan. 



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 

MUSIC NOTES
Libby Larsen (b. 1950) is one of America’s most prolific and performed living composers, as well a 
strong advocate for music education. The opening voluntary, chosen for today’s focus on the Church 
as ambassadors of reconciliation, is her setting of the familiar hymn “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds.” 
Larsen’s short prelude is lively, rhythmic, and occasionally dissonant. Only fragments of the hymn tune 
are stated throughout. The piece begins softly, gradually increasing in volume and energy before ending 
with a flourish.

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds by Libby Larsen copyright Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 
License. #A-714895.  
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us - CCLI Song # 1558110 by Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing). For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 
License # 1121456.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Adult Education this Summer — Adult Education is back in session on Sunday mornings this 
summer. If you would like to participate, feel free to drop in for any of the classes listed below.  

College Class | Cheek House Breakfast Room | 9:45 a.m. 
Discipleship | Witherspoon Room | 9:45 a.m. 
Good News | Vance Hall | 9:45 a.m. 
June Ramsey | Cheek House Living Room | 9:45 a.m. 
Logos | Chapel | 10:00 a.m. 
Young Adult Community of Belonging | Cheek House Dining Room | 9:45 a.m. 

Family Summer Sundays Under the Tent | Sundays in June 
9:45 a.m. | Enrichment Center Porch  
The education hour between morning worship services will 
provide a chance for families with children of all ages to enjoy 

fellowship together. At 9:45 a.m., families with children and youth will gather at the Enrichment 
Center porch to share songs and a short message. This time is intentionally low-structure and designed 
for all ages. Please note that nursery care is not provided at present.
Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years 
old. Reservations will be required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org.
Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of 
corporate worship in age-appropriate ways. We offer an exciting way for children to experience God. 
YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the worship service.  
Pickup for nursery care and YCW is located in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. From 
the Sanctuary parking lots, head west toward Oak Hill School and turn right at the end of the lane. 
Turn right to enter the interior lot. Pull alongside the lane for pickup, and a staff person will walk your 
child to your car. Please park elsewhere after picking up or dropping off your child.



Sanctuary Renovation This Summer — Over the past year, the Sanctuary has undergone many 
improvements as we seek to care well for the space that previous generations have given and sustained. 
While many of these projects are improvements to the functionality of the room, we have intentionally 
sought to make our Sanctuary a liminal space where we can proclaim the Word, offer prayer, and sing praises 
to the living God. As we seek a functional and beautiful space, we are particularly grateful for funding 
sources outside of our General Fund. These improvements have been funded by a bequest from a deceased 
church member, an unsolicited gift from a current member, and endowment income, enabling us to make 
improvements now with no impact to our operating budget. Beginning Sunday, July 11, through the month of 
August, the FPC Sanctuary will be closed for the final steps of our renovation. While the process is underway, 
worship will be in the Enrichment Center, still at the familiar times of 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Thank you for your 
patience and flexibility during this time of renewal.
Summer Youth Opportunities — There is a lot going on for youth (rising 7th–12th graders) this summer: 
trips, weekday meetups with youth staff, Wednesday Night Festivus, and more. Find up-to-date information 
about opportunities for youth and their families at linktr.ee/fpcnashyouth.
Worship on the Porch | Sundays in June | 4:30 p.m. | Front Porch — Come as you are to this family-
friendly service, where we delight in worship and fellowship with one another. Each Sunday after the 4:30 
worship service, head down to the FPC pool to enjoy pizza and popsicles. You are welcome to come to worship 
in your swimsuit and cool off in the pool after the service. Please note that there will not be a lifeguard on 
duty. In the event of inclement weather, this service will be canceled. 
One-Day Inquirers Class | July 10 — The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on 
Saturday, July 10. If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership at First 
Presbyterian, reach out to Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (sbird@fpcnashville.org).
Pickup Pickleball | Thursdays in June | 5:00–8:00 p.m. | Enrichment Center — Pickleball is back this 
summer! The Enrichment Center will be open and ready for groups to come and play. All ages are welcome. 
Email Josh Rodriguez (jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org) for more information.
For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email 
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org.

JUNE 27 MISSION SUNDAY
Guest Preacher Marilyn Borst — The guest preacher for our Mission Sunday on June 27 will be 
Marilyn Borst, Associate Director for Partnership Development at the Outreach Foundation. Marilyn 
works with churches around the United States to help them discern God’s call to global engagement 
while connecting them to that work alongside the global Church. She holds degrees in classical studies, 
art history, and theology, and is also an ordained elder in the Presbyterian Church.  
During the Sunday School hour, Marilyn will share images and stories from her recent journey to 
Lebanon, where she interfaces with our Presbyterian family—the National Evangelical Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon—who have been generously supported by FPC. Through a difficult season of economic 
collapse, pandemic, and the explosion in the port of Beirut that devastated the city, the Church in 
Lebanon has persevered in its mission and ministry. Come meet them and be inspired!  
Share a Square Food Drive — We are currently collecting food donations for the June 27 Mission 
Sunday. Please bring nonperishable food items and can openers to church, either during the week or on 
Sundays, to help share a square meal with a hungry family in the community. On weekdays, donations 
may be left at the church office; they can be left in the food-collection boxes in the narthex on Sundays.  
Please bring donations by June 27, when church members of all ages will gather in Courtenay Hall at 
3:00 p.m. We will pack donations for delivery to the Little Pantry That Could in North Nashville, then 
pack 200 hygiene kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Join us for this time of serving, then help 
yourself to a sweet treat from the Friends Life Treat Truck and finish your afternoon off with Worship 
on the Porch at 4:30.



TH IS  WEEK :  L IVE  ON TH E L AWN SONGWRITERS N IG HT
Thursday, June 24 | Front Lawn 
6:00 p.m. Bluegrass Band, 7:00 p.m. Writers Round  
To celebrate the ability to gather together again, the Nashville community is invited to 
enjoy live music on the FPC front lawn. We’re setting up a stage on the lawn and inviting 
some of Nashville’s finest songwriters to share the stories behind the hits. There will be a 
love offering for a local mission partner. Be sure to bring your lawn chair, a picnic, and a 
friend! This concert is free and open to all. In the event of inclement weather, the concert 
will move to the Enrichment Center. 

All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 

Thursdays, June–August | Pickup Pickleball | 5:00-8:00 p.m. | Enrichment Center
June 20–27 |  Worship on the Porch | 4:30 p.m. | Front Porch 
Popsicles & Pizza at the Pool | Following Worship on the Porch
June 27 | Mission Sunday
July 10 | Inquirers One-Day Class | 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | Jones Session Room
July 18 | Mission Sunday: Rise Against Hunger | 3:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
June 21 | VPS Service Project with Mother to Mother | Grades 4–6 | 3:00–5:00 p.m.  
June 22 | VPS Pool Party | Grades 1-3 | 5:00 p.m. | FPC Pool
July 15 | ME Moms Picnic in the Park | 11:00 a.m. 
July 19 | VPS: Playground & Popsicles | Ages 4–6 | 9:00 a.m. | Early Preschool Playground

YOUTH & FAMILIES 
June 28–July 3 | Middle School Barefoot Republic Camp 
July 11–17 | 9th Grade Great Escape Midwest 

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 
1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the 
Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to 
welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the 
Connect Card (found in the pew racks) to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate.

The Mother and Infant  
Quiet Room is located in the  

Nursery Wing.

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities: Use the WaveCAST 
app to connect your personal device and headphones. 

WiFi: FPC Guest | Password: GreenRock-81
select “First Pres Sanctuary”  

Text “GIVE” to 707-475-3005,  
or donate online  

at fpcnashville.org.
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