
Summer 2021 COB Study
What It Means to Be the Church

Church as a Holy Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

Week 

Opening

 Ask if anyone would like to open in prayer.  They can pray on their own or use the prayer printed below.  It 
also might be a good idea to reach out to a group member prior to your meeting and ask them ahead of time if 
they’d be willing to open in prayer.  That’s a great way to encourage participation without putting anyone on the
spot.

Holy God, as we study Your Word and reflect on Your Church, we pray that the power of the Spirit 
would be at work to connect and renew us.  Give us wisdom and insight and strengthen our bonds with 
one another and You. In the name of our risen Lord we pray, Amen.

Depending on time constraints you may want to take a bit of extra time to check in with folks and see how 
they’re doing.  You could also wait and do this at the end of the session before closing in prayer. 

Check-in question  

Verse 6 uses the phrase “trusts in him.” When did you first trust in Jesus? Do you think there’s a 
difference between big picture eternal trust and practical everyday trust? In what areas does your trust 
need to grow?

Read: 1 Peter 2:4-12
**The Message translation is printed below, or you can read from your own Bible.
4-8 Welcome to the living Stone, the source of life. The workmen took one look and threw it out; God set 
it in the place of honor. Present yourselves as building stones for the construction of a sanctuary vibrant
with life, in which you’ll serve as holy priests offering Christ-approved lives up to God. The Scriptures 
provide precedent:

Look! I’m setting a stone in Zion,
    a cornerstone in the place of honor.
Whoever trusts in this stone as a foundation
    will never have cause to regret it.

To you who trust him, he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to those who refuse to trust him,

The stone the workmen threw out
    is now the chief foundation stone.

For the untrusting it’s

. . . a stone to trip over,
    a boulder blocking the way.

They trip and fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted.
9-10 But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy 
people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day 
difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.



11-12 Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at 
the expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life in your neighborhood so that your actions will refute 
their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be there to join in the celebration when he 
arrives.

BACKGROUND 

Peter offers hope to persecuted Christians and guides them with practical instruction on living life consistent 
with following Jesus.

1 Peter gives persecuted Christians a powerful reminder that they have hope in the midst of their suffering. 
From the time of Abraham, God's people were a misunderstood minority and should expect to face hostility 
because they live under King Jesus' rule.

Verse 4
Coming to Him as to a living stone: Peter’s picture here is that God is building a spiritual temple (a spiritual 
house) using living stones (Christians), those who have come to the ultimate living stone (Jesus).

i. This spiritual house shows that as much as Israel had a temple, Christians also have one. Yet the
Christian’s temple is spiritual, and they themselves are the temple.

ii. Jesus is first called the living stone; then we are called living stones. We live because we are 
connected with Him who is the source of life. “It is in union with him that they live, and answer 
the end of their regeneration; as stones of a building are of no use but as they occupy their proper
places in a building, and rest on the foundation.” (Clarke)

Chosen by God and precious: As much as God chose Israel, so the church is also chosen. As much as Israel 
had a priesthood, so Christians are a holy priesthood. And as much as Israel had sacrifices, so Christians offer 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.

i. A holy priesthood: The believer is his own priest before God. He does not need any mediator 
except his great High Priest, Jesus. “There can no longer be an elite priesthood with claims of 
special access to God, or special privileges in worship or in fellowship with God.” (Grudem)

ii. Peter’s idea isn’t that God has abandoned Israel or that they have no place in His redemptive 
plan, but that Christianity is in no way inferior to Judaism.

Verse 5 
To offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ: God does the work of building, but 
we do the job of offering sacrifices pleasing to Him, as we come to Jesus as who we are – living stones, made 
by Him.

i. Even a living stone cannot build something great for God as it sits all on its own. What God does
in us together is important. He is building something out of us together.

ii. We can only serve as priests as we do it through Jesus Christ. In ourselves, we have no priestly
authority, but only in Jesus.

Verse 6
Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone: If we are being built into a spiritual house, there is no doubt who 
our Chief Cornerstone is. Even though men rejected Jesus, He has become the Chief Cornerstone in the 
work of building the church.

i. Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of Psalm 118, the stumbling stone of Isaiah 8, the foundation 
stone of Isaiah 28, the supernatural stone of Daniel 2, and the rock that miraculously gave Israel 
water in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:4).

Verse 7
The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone: Those who reject the Chief 
Cornerstone and refuse to build on Him instead stumble over Him. Instead of being their salvation, Jesus 
becomes to them a rock of offense.
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i. Jesus quoted this passage from Psalm 118 in regard to Himself (Matthew 21:42). A chief 
cornerstone is the starting point of a building; everything is laid out according to its connection 
to the chief cornerstone. Because it stands at the corner, the same stone is the starting place for 
two walls. It sets the trajectory for the rest of the structure.

ii. Thus Jesus set out the course for both Jew and Gentile to be joined together into one glorious 
house for God. This in itself was a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense for the Jews, who 
thought that Gentiles should not have equal share with the Jews into God’s great house.

iii. In the thinking of many Jews of that time, God should not have built a new building with both 
Jew and Gentile. He should have simply renovated the present structure of Judaism (adding Jesus
as the Messiah) and invited Gentiles to come into that structure. But God did something 
different, and it was a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense for many first-century Jews.

iv.  Therefore these great titles of 1 Peter 2:9-10 now apply to all believers, Jew and Gentile alike; 
whereas before they only applied to the Jewish people as God’s covenant people.

Verse 9
But you are a chosen generation: The things that once exclusively belonged to Israel – their election 
(chosen), priesthood, and calling are now no longer the property of Israel alone. These are now the property of 
every Christian.

i. We are a royal priesthood. The offices of royalty and priesthood were separated in Israel. But 
Jesus, who is our King and Priest, has brought them together for His people.

ii.  His own special people: We are special because we belong to God. A museum may be filled 
with quite ordinary things: hats, canes, shoes, and so forth; but they may be significant because 
they once belonged to someone famous. God takes ordinary people; and because He works in 
them, they are special.

Verse 10
Who once were not a people but are now the people of God: We once were without these privileges, and 
were not even a people before God. We had not seen the mercy of God, but now have obtained mercy.

i. There was a great sense of privilege and relief that came to Gentiles as they now shared in the 
New Covenant with the God of Israel. Peter’s message is wonderful: “You didn’t used to belong,
but now you belong to God and among God’s people.”

That you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light: The 
purpose for these high privileges is not so we can grow proud, but so that we can proclaim the praises of 
Him who has done such great things for us.

i. Since it is true that believers have a new life principle (chosen generation), a new access to God
(royal priesthood), a new government (holy nation), and a new owner (His own special 
people), it will affect the way the believer lives life. That effect is described in the following 
verses.

Verse 11
Abstain from fleshly lusts: We can only abstain from fleshly lusts as we live as sojourners and pilgrims, as 
those who recognize that this world is not our home, and that we have a home and a citizenship in heaven.
 Which war against the soul: Peter understands that these fleshly lusts… war against the soul. To be a 
Christian means to fight against the lusts of the flesh, and the battle continues as long as we live in this flesh.

Verse 12
Having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles: This kind of godly living makes our conduct honorable
among those who don’t know God yet. Though we can expect that they will speak against you as evildoers, 
they can still be brought to glorify God by seeing our godly conduct.
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i. Christians were falsely accused of great crimes in the early church. Pagans said that at 
communion Christians ate the flesh and drank the blood of a baby in a cannibalistic ritual. They 
said that Christian “agape feasts” were wild orgies. They said that Christians were antisocial 
because they did not participate in society’s immoral entertainment. They said that Christians 
were atheists because they did not worship idols.

ii. But over time, it was clear that Christians were not immoral people – and it was shown by their 
lives.1 “The striking fact of history is that by their lives the Christians actually did defeat the 
slanders of the heathen. In the early part of the third century Celsus made the most famous and 
the most systematic attack of all upon the Christians in which he accused them of ignorance and 
foolishness and superstition and all kinds of things – but never of immorality.” (Barclay)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) that you make when reading this passage?
For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid descriptions, connecting 
thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes? 

2. Peter uses priestly imagery to describe the ministry of believers. What does it mean to offer “spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God”? 

3. In the Old Testament, there are many verses that prophesy about Jesus, and refer to Him as the stone. 
See Isaiah 28:16; 51:1-2; Psalm 118:22; Daniel 2:26-35. Considering those prophecies, and what Peter 
writes here, what are we to understand about Jesus? 

4. Verses 6-8 seem to be pointing us to the fact that everyone has a choice between two options. What are 
they? Why are these the only two options? Which have you chosen?

5. What are other things (besides Jesus), that we have unfortunately put forward as stumbling blocks for 
unbelievers? (Think of what you’ve heard… “I would go to church but…” “All Christians are…”)

6. According to verse 9, what are God’s people supposed to do?
7. While believers individually become a temple of God (1 Cor. 6:19), we are collectively built into a 

temple along with other believers, where God dwells among us. This week, how can we tangibly 
experience this, and express it for others? 

8. This section emphasizes that God doesn’t just save us out of sin but that He saves us to Himself and into
a people. We are not just freed FROM sin, but we are freed FOR a purpose. What might that mean for us
today, here at First Pres?

Closing 

Check in if you haven’t already done so and ask for any prayer requests.  Encourage group members to write 
down these requests and follow up as necessary. 

As your group prays, take time to try to name gifts in other members of the group or those you recognize in
yourself and thank God for those.
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