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ELIJAH CHALLENGING THE PROPHET TO A SACRIFICE  
Paul Ponce Antoine Robert-de-Seri

10TH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST

August 1, 2021



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Prelude in D  
Hans Micheelsen 

INTROIT  If with All Your Hearts from Elijah  
Felix Mendelssohn 

Ye people, rend your hearts, and not your garments, for your transgressions the prophet Elijah hath sealed 
the heavens through the word of God. I therefore say to ye, forsake your idols, return to God; for he is 
slow to anger, and merciful, and kind, and gracious, and repenteth him of the evil. “If with all your hearts 
ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me.” Thus saith our God. O! that I knew where I might find him, 
that I might even come before His presence!

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
People: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
People:  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.  

*†OPENING HYMN   Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 
Mit Freuden Zart

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,  
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.  
With healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless murmur stilled:  
to God all praise and glory!  
What God’s almighty power has made God’s gracious mercy keepeth;  
by morning glow or evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth.  
Within the kingdom of God’s might, lo! all is just and all is right:  
to God all praise and glory! 
The Lord is never far away, but, through all grief distressing,  
an ever-present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing,  
as with a mother’s tender hand God gently leads the chosen band:  
to God all praise and glory! 

PRAYER OF ADORATION  

AUGUST 1 ,  2021  10th Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“So much modern theology continues to presuppose the deistic assumption that the first step in 
theology is to convince modern people that God exists. Christian theology should be preoccupied 

with the more biblical question, ‘What kind of God exists?’”
—Will Willimon and Stanley Hauerwas, Resident Aliens



FIRST LESSON  | Mark 8:27–30

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; 
and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 
him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION   Dr. Sandra Randleman

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of covenant love, you have made us for yourself, and restless are our hearts until they rest in you. 
We admit that we grow restless because other loves woo us, and draw us away from you without our 
even knowing it. Please search our hearts for the idols we don’t recognize, the affections that divide 
us, the deceptions that strive to ruin our relation to you. Purify our hearts, that we may will one 
thing: to belong to you in word and deed, loving you alone with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and 
our neighbor as ourselves.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 
Mit Freuden Zart

Thus all my toilsome way along I sing aloud thy praises, 
that all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart; both soul and body, take your part: 
to God all praise and glory!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | 1 Kings 18:17–29

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I 
have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have abandoned the com-
mandments of the Lord and followed the Baal. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount 
Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 20 So 
Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah 
came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If 
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 22 
Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 
men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and 
lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no 
fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the 
God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said 
to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call 
upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they 
prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But 
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. 27 And 
at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving 
himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and 
cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as 
midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one 
answered; no one paid attention.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON    Laughter in Heaven Dr. Stuart Gordon 

OFFERTORY  All My Hope on God Is Founded 
Herbert Howells | Descant by John Rutter

All my hope on God is founded; he doth still my trust renew. Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. God unknown, he alone calls my heart to be his own. Pride of man and earthly 
glory, sword and crown betray his trust; what with care and toil he buildeth, tower and temple, fall to 
dust. But God’s power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower. God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: splendour, light, and life attend him, beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from his store newborn worlds rise and adore. Daily doth the Almighty Giver bounteous gifts 
on us bestow; his desire our soul delighteth, pleasure leads us where we go. Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. Still from man to God eternal sacrifice of praise be done, high above all 
praises praising for the gift of Christ his Son. Christ doth call one and all: ye who follow shall not fall. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. John Musgrave

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   



*HYMN  Not unto Us, O Lord of Heaven 
Sussex Carol 

First verse sung by soloist, second and third verses to be sung by choir and congregation.
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*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE God Be with You Till We Meet Again

God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Postludium  
Flor Peeters

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated.  

 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of John H. Tipton Jr. and his 
daughter Ann Tipton Horn by their family. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor 
John Musgrave – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Chris Simonsen – Baritone
Greg Thomas – Tenor

MUSIC NOTES
Postludium from Eight Short Organ Pieces Old and New by Flor Peeters Oxford University Press, 1960. All rights 
reserved. OneLicense.net license #A-714895

All My Hope on God Is Founded #74780 Music; (c) 1938 Novello & Company Ltd. Copyright Renewed International 
Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved Reprinted by Permission. Tune: Music by Herbert Howells TUNE: MICHAEL 
Text: Words by Robert Bridges and Joachim Neander All rights reserved. OneLicense.net license #A-714895

COVER IMAGE
Today’s bulletin art, by the Frenchman Paul Ponce Antoine Robert-de-Seri (1683–1733), is an aquatint, 
an early printing technique that creates a watercolor-like tone through etching, ink, and acid baths. Elijah 
stands in the center, facing the prophets of Baal and their offering, with Mount Carmel in the distance.

Paul Ponce Antoine Robert-de-Seri, Elijah Challenging the Prophet to a Sacrifice, ca. 1729, etching and aquatint, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

SYMPATHIES 

We extend our condolences to the family and friends of

Jean Greene Barksdale
Elizabeth Smith “Liz” Bass

Paula Ridley Wilson



N E WS & E VENTS

Countdown to Kindergarten for Moms | August 5 | 7:00 p.m. | Home of Blewett McInteer — A time 
of fellowship for moms whose children will be soon starting kindergarten. Join mothers who’ve been there 
before, along with past and current kindergarten teachers, for light refreshments as well as support and advice  
to get you prepared and excited for this chapter. Contact cmadmin@fpcnashville.org for more information.
Farewell to Deb and Tina — Both Deb O’Brien and Tina Rose will be retiring at the end of 2021. Deb will 
be spending more time with grandchildren, and Tina will be caring for her aging mother. Both have faithfully 
served children and their families here for many years—Tina since 2007 and Deb since 2003—and it goes 
without saying that their presence will be sorely missed. A search committee to meet the staffing needs of the 
Children’s Ministry will be formed in the coming weeks.
Early Preschool Welcomes New Director in August — First Presbyterian Church’s Early Preschool will 
welcome Candyee Goode as its new director in mid-August, following the fruitful twelve-year tenure of 
Brenda Lutz. Candyee is the current director of the West End United Methodist Church Preschool, and she 
comes to us with over two decades of experience as an administrator, as well as an additional decade of 
teaching experience. She holds a BS in elementary education from Lipscomb University and has pursued 
further study in academic administration at Trevecca and Tennessee State. The search committee believes that 
she has the experience, vision, and faith orientation needed for advancing our Early Preschool’s mission of 
supporting the development of lifelong learners.  
Mark Wracher to Serve as Director of Resource Development — Beginning in September, FPC will 
welcome Mark Wracher to serve as Director of Resource Development, a new staff position for generosity. 
He is charged with taking a three-pronged approach to development, focusing on planned giving, major gifts, 
and regular generosity. Mark earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Vanderbilt University in the 1980s, 
and he served as Vandy’s quarterback 1982–86. He has an impressive history of development work, including 
nearly 20 years with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Notably, Mark established Los Angeles’s first FCA 
chapter, and while living there he also earned a master of divinity degree at the King’s Seminary and served 
as chaplain to the LA Kings (NHL). His combination of excellence in development and mature faith makes 
him the ideal person to enhance our efforts to grow in our generosity, for the sake of Christ’s kingdom here in 
Nashville and beyond. 
Dominican Republic Mission Trip — This year’s Dominican Republic mission trip is September 18–24 and 
will be led by Dr. Jim Cato. We are seeking physicians, dentists, nurses, and other medical personnel, as well 
as nonmedical participants for light construction work. Estimated trip cost is $1,300; $800 deposit and copy of 
your passport are due by August 2. Contact Annette Crout at 615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org for 
more information or to sign up. 

LOOKING AH E AD
All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 
August 7–8 | NaCoMe All-Church Retreat
August 22 | Pastor Panel Discussion | 9:45 a.m. | Enrichment Center
September 12 | First Fest: All-Church Kickoff | 9:30 a.m. 
September 13 | The Big Read Launches | Look for information this week.
September 14 | Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
October 5 | FPC Golf Tournament

MISSIONS
September 15 | Blood Drive | 11:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m. | Courteney Hall

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
August 26 | ME Moms Night | 7:30 p.m. | Davis home 
September 19 | Sunday morning education hour returns.

YOUTH & FAMILIES 
Summer Wednesdays | Festivus | 5:30–6:30, Junior High; 7:00–8:00, High School | OHS Gym 
August 29 | Kickoff at Crud Day | 1:30–4:00 p.m.

OLDER ADULTS 
August 12 | Book Club | 1:00 p.m. | Zoom 
September 23 | First Friends Lunch & Program | 11:00 a.m. | Courtenay Hall 



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

SUN DAY MORN INGS TH IS  SUM M ER

Worship in the Enrichment Center — Over the past year, we have made multiple improvements to the 
Sanctuary, seeking to care well for a space that previous generations have established and sustained. While 
many of these renovations have focused on the functionality of the room, the underlying intention has been 
to make the Sanctuary a liminal space where we can proclaim the Word, offer prayer, and sing praises to 
the living God. These improvements have been funded by a bequest from a deceased church member, an 
unsolicited gift from a current member, and endowment income, enabling us to complete the work without 
impacting our operating budget. Through the month of August, the Sanctuary will be closed for the final 
steps of the renovation process. During this period, worship will be in the Enrichment Center, still at the 
familiar times of 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time of renewal.

Adult Education classes are in new locations while we worship in the EC and while the Cheek House air 
conditioning is under repair. Find the updated listing below.  

ENRICHMENT CENTER
Coffee & Bible Class | EC-101
Discipleship Class | EC-102 
Good News Class | EC-105

MINISTRY WING
College Class | MW-201 Bryant Conference Room 
June Ramsey Class | CC-130 Witherspoon Room  
Logos Class | MW-222 Vance Hall 
Young Adult Class | MW-203 Jones Session Room

Youth Sunday School (grades 7–12) is in the Gathering Place at 9:45 a.m.

Parents’ and Children’s Room is located downstairs in EC-100.

Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org.

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. 

Pickup for nursery care and YCW is located in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. From the 
Sanctuary parking lots, head west toward Oak Hill School and turn right at the end of the lane. Turn right to 
enter the interior lot. Pull alongside the lane for pickup, and a staff person will walk your child to your car. 
Please park elsewhere after picking up or dropping off your child.  

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.


