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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Improvisation on “Munich”

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
All: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. I am the bright and morning star.” 
All: We join with the angels in their hymns of praise! 
Pastor: Let us worship the Living God. 

*†OPENING HYMN  Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
Darwall’s 148th

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore!  
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
Our Savior, Jesus, reigns, the God of truth and love;  
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven;  
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
Rejoice in glorious hope! For Christ, the Judge, shall come  
and gather all the saints to their eternal home.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Mary Daniel Danieley (8:30)   
Elizabeth Hinton (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  | John 1:1–5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Dr. Stuart Gordon (11:00)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, our Light and Salvation, we confess that we have gone astray. We follow the dim lights of the 
world of wealth and promises of power. We follow the dim lights that foster division and bickering. 
Forgive us for not seeking the true Light of your love for all the world. Forgive us for not following 
the ways of Jesus, who commanded us to love God and one another. Remind us of our call to be 
light-bearers of love, compassion, and justice, in which the mystery of your love is revealed. In the 
name of Jesus our Savior we pray. 

A moment for silent confession.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Rev. Josh Rodriguez (11:00)

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  O Word of God Incarnate
Munich

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,  
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:  
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,  
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
The church from you, dear Savior, received this gift divine;  
and still that light is lifted on all the earth to shine.  
It is the chart and compass that, all life’s voyage through,  
amid the rocks and quicksands still guides, O Christ, to you. 
O make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of purest gold  
to bear before the nations your true light, as of old;  
O teach your wandering pilgrims by this our path to trace,  
till, clouds and storms thus ended, we see you face to face. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING | Revelation 1:9–20  

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what 
you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to 



Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was 
speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands 
one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of 
his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right 
hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand 
on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, 
those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that 
you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON           The Church as a Lampstand Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff 

“...on turning I saw seven golden lampstands,  
and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man.”

OFFERTORY  O Spirit All-Embracing  
arr. Richard Proulx

O Spirit all-embracing and counselor all-wise, unbounded splendor gracing a shoreless sea of skies: 
unfailing is your treasure, unfading your reward; surpassing worldly pleasure, the riches you afford. 
Come, stream of endless flowing, and rescue us from death, come, wind of springtime blowing, and 
warm us by your breath. O beauty ever blazing in flower, field, and face, you show yourself amazing in 
unexpected place. We see you and remember what once our dreams had been; you fan the glowing ember 
and kindle hope within. Come, fire of glory gracious, bless all who trust in you; undying flame tenacious, 
burn in your church anew. Come, passion’s power holy, your insight here impart, and give your servants 
lowly an understanding heart to know your care more clearly when faith and love are tried, to seek you 
more sincerely when false ideals have died: for vision we implore you, for wisdom’s pure delight; in prayer 
we come before you to wait upon your light. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS (11:00) 

Lee Cantrell
Drew Danieley
Mariam Kastor

Philip Leach

Sam Miley
Helen Phillips

Jackson Phillips 
Kathryn Phillips 

Kevin Phillips 
Chloe Weidenbaum

Frank Wilson
Susan Wilson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   



*HYMN  This Little Light of Mine
African American Spiritual

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,  
this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine;  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna to let it shine,  
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
All through the night, I’m gonna let it shine,  
all through the night, I’m gonna let it shine;  
all through the night, I’m gonna let it shine,  
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine,  
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine;  
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine,  
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE Go, My Children 
Ar Hyd Y Nos

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. In my 
love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Voluntary in G Minor, Op. 5, No. 9 
John Stanley

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated.  

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Gene Berry Bryan McNair 
by her family. 



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music

MUSIC NOTES
O Spirit All-Embracing  #05410 Tune: Setting by Richard Proulx; Setting © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Delores 
Dufner, OSB, © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.

SYMPATHIES 
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of Jane Tacker, mother of Beth (Matt) Hamilton, and 
grandmother of Wells and Mattison Hamilton.



N E WS & E VENTS

Poolside Vespers | July 18 & 25 | 4:00 p.m. | FPC Pool — Begin your week down at the FPC Pool, where we 
will gather for fellowship and a brief time of worship. Everyone is welcome. There will not be a pool attendant 
present, so children must be supervised when swimming.
Today, Mission Sunday: Rise Against Hunger | July 18 | 3:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — We will be packing 
10,000 meals in partnership with Rise Against Hunger—for whom we have packed 248,000 meals in the last 
few years. There are jobs for all ages, and families and groups of friends can work together. It’s not too late to 
register. Sign up at fpcnashville.org.
VPS: Playground & Popsicles | July 19 | 9:00 a.m. | Early Preschool Playground — A chance for families 
with children ages 4–6 to play on the EP playground and cool off with some refreshing popsicles.
Backpack Drive — FPC is partnering with Midtown Hills Precinct to collect backpacks and school supplies 
for the upcoming school year. Materials needed include lightweight backpacks, erasers, folders, highlighters, 
index cards, lunch boxes, no. 2 pencils, rulers, small bottles of hand sanitizer, spiral notebooks, three-ring 
binders, and water bottles. Please bring donations to the church through July 25. On weekdays, materials may 
be left at the church office; they can be left in the collection boxes in the Enrichment Center lobby on Sundays.
Dominican Republic Mission Trip — This year’s Dominican Republic mission trip is September 18–24 and 
will be led by Dr. Jim Cato. We are seeking physicians, dentists, nurses, and other medical personnel, as well 
as nonmedical participants for light construction work. Estimated trip cost is $1,300; $800 deposit and copy of 
your passport are due by August 2. Contact Annette Crout at 615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org for 
more information or to sign up.
Summer Youth Opportunities — There is a lot going on for youth (rising 7th–12th graders) this summer: 
trips, weekday meetups with youth staff, Wednesday Night Festivus, and more. Find up-to-date information 
about opportunities for youth and their families at linktr.ee/fpcnashyouth.
Pickup Pickleball Paused for Now — Thursday night pickleball is on hold while worship is being held in the 
Enrichment Center. Weekly play will resume once the Sanctuary renovation is complete. 

LOOKING AH E AD
All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 
August 7–8 | NaCoMe All-Church Retreat
September 12 | All-Church Kickoff: The Big Read | 9:30 a.m.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
August 5 | Countdown to Kindergarten for Moms | 7:00 p.m. | McInteer home
August 26 | ME Moms Night | 7:30 p.m. | Davis home 

YOUTH & FAMILIES 
Summer Wednesdays | Festivus | 5:30–6:30, Junior High; 7:00–8:00, High School | OHS Gym 
August 1 | Passages Class | Rising Senior Girls 
August 29 | Kickoff at Crud Day | 1:30–4:00 p.m.

OLDER ADULTS 
August 12 | Book Club | 1:00 p.m. | Zoom 
September 23 | First Friends Lunch & Program | 11:00 a.m. | Courtenay Hall 



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

SUN DAY MORN INGS TH IS  SUM M ER

Worship in the Enrichment Center — Over the past year, we have made multiple improvements to the 
Sanctuary, seeking to care well for a space that previous generations have established and sustained. While 
many of these renovations have focused on the functionality of the room, the underlying intention has been 
to make the Sanctuary a liminal space where we can proclaim the Word, offer prayer, and sing praises to 
the living God. These improvements have been funded by a bequest from a deceased church member, an 
unsolicited gift from a current member, and endowment income, enabling us to complete the work without 
impacting our operating budget. Through the month of August, the Sanctuary will be closed for the final 
steps of the renovation process. During this period, worship will be in the Enrichment Center, still at the 
familiar times of 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time of renewal.

Adult Education classes are in new locations while we worship in the EC and while the Cheek House air 
conditioning is under repair. Find the updated listing below.  

ENRICHMENT CENTER
Coffee & Bible Class | EC-101
Discipleship Class | EC-102 
Good News Class | EC-105

MINISTRY WING
College Class | MW-201 Bryant Conference Room 
June Ramsey Class | CC-130 Witherspoon Room  
Logos Class | MW-222 Vance Hall 
Young Adult Class | MW-203 Jones Session Room

Youth Sunday School (grades 7–12) is in the Gathering Place at 9:45 a.m.

Parents’ and Children’s Room is located downstairs in EC-100.

Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org.

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the worship 
service. 

Pickup for nursery care and YCW is located in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. From the 
Sanctuary parking lots, head west toward Oak Hill School and turn right at the end of the lane. Turn right to 
enter the interior lot. Pull alongside the lane for pickup, and a staff person will walk your child to your car. 
Please park elsewhere after picking up or dropping off your child.  

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.


