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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Pie Jesu, from Requiem   
Gabriel Fauré

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
All: And also with you.  
Pastor:  Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness. Come into his 

presence with singing! 
All:  For the Lord is a gracious God, whose mercy is everlasting;  
 and whose faithfulness endures to all generations. 

*†OPENING HYMN   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
St. Denio

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,   
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,  
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might:   
thy justice, like mountains high soaring above;  
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small.  
In all life thou livest, the true life of all.  
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,  
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light.  
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.  
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
҆ tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

PRAYER OF ADORATION  Brennan Showers

AUGUST 15 ,  2021  12th Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“At its profoundest depth, the meaning of Scriptures is always about Christ. The reason is this: 
Christ is the treasure hidden in the field; Christ is the sacrament hidden under the surface of the 
text. As long as we haven’t yet seen Christ in the Scriptures, we haven’t yet moved from reading to 
understanding.” 

—Hans Boersma 



FIRST LESSON  | Psalm 111:1–10

1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in 
the congregation. 2 Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. 3 Full of splendor 
and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 4 He has caused his wondrous works to be 
remembered; the Lord is gracious and merciful. 5 He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers 
his covenant forever. 6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance 
of the nations. 7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 8 they are 
established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 9 He sent redemption to his 
people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! 10 The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Stuart Gordon (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, who is rich in mercy to all those who call upon you; hear us as we come to you humbly 
confessing our sins and transgressions, and imploring your mercy and forgiveness. We have broken 
your holy laws by our deeds and by our words, and by the sinful affections of our hearts. Have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father; grant that we may hereafter serve and please you in newness of life; 
through the merit of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
praise him all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00)   Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff  
John Hollins, Assisting Elder

PRESENTATION OF CHILD 
Mark and Alicia Topol are presenting their daughter, Reese Nyla Topol, for baptism. 

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE BAPTISM

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  This Is My Father’s World  
Terra Beata 

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears   
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.   
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought   
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, his hand the wonders wrought. 
This is my Father’s world. O, let me ne’er forget   
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.   
This is my Father’s world. The battle is not done:   
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one.  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | Acts 8:26–35 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, 
a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the 
Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe 
his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, 
I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON        Join the Chariot  Dr. Ryan V. Moore
“And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.” —Acts 8:31



OFFERTORY  Litany to the Holy Spirit
Peter Hurford 

In the hour of my distress, when temptations me oppress, and when I my sins confess, Sweet Spirit, 
comfort me! When I lie within my bed, sick in heart and sick in head, and with doubts discomforted, Sweet 
Spirit, comfort me! When the house doth sigh and weep, and the world is drown’d with sleep, yet mine eyes 
the watch do keep, Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
Solid Rock

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
Refrain:  
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand;  
all other ground is sinking sand. 
When darkness seems to hide his face, I rest on his unchanging grace;  
in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 
His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood;  
when all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found,  
dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. Refrain 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE God Be with You Till We Meet Again  
God Be With You

God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro ma non troppo, BWV 103 
J.S. Bach

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated.  

 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Kay Yvonne Saunders 
Barker. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Brian Utley, DMA –  Saxophone

MUSIC NOTES
Today we welcome Dr. Brian Utley, senior lecturer in saxophone at Vanderbilt University’s Blair School 
of Music. Utley performs frequently as a recitalist at conferences of the North American Saxophone 
Alliance, has been a featured soloist with the Vanderbilt Wind Symphony, and plays regularly with the 
Nashville Symphony. An advocate of new music, he has commissioned and premiered works for the 
saxophone by several noted composers. He holds degrees from Louisiana State University and Murray 
State University.

Litany to the Holy Spirit by Peter Hurford Oxford University Press, 1995. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net license #A-
714895

COVER IMAGE
Baptism, Ethiopian biblical manuscript, University of Oregon Museum of Natural and Cultural History.

WORSHIP IN THE ENRICHMENT CENTER
Through the month of August, the Sanctuary will be closed for the final steps of the renovation process. 
During this period, worship will be in the Enrichment Center, still at the familiar times of 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m. Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time of renewal.
Adult Education classes are in new locations while we worship in the EC and while the Cheek House air 
conditioning is under repair. Find the updated listing below.  

ENRICHMENT CENTER
Coffee & Bible Class | EC-101
Discipleship Class | EC-102 
Good News Class | EC-105

MINISTRY WING
June Ramsey Class | CC-130 Witherspoon Room  

Logos Class | MW-222 Vance Hall

Youth Sunday School (grades 7–12) is in the Gathering Place at 9:45 a.m.

Parents’ and Children’s Room is located downstairs in EC-100.

Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located 
in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. If you need directions for where to pick up your child 
from nursery, please ask an usher in the Enrichment Center for directions. 

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Mr. Mickey and helpers will walk the children to Courtenay Lounge, located in the main 
building. Before worship ends, children will be walked back to the Enrichment Center lobby (closest to 
Sullivan Gardens), where parent/guardians can reconnect with their child.



N E WS & E VENTS

New Podcast Series | August 12–September 9 | 12:00 p.m. — Liftoff: Faithfully Navigating Another Year 
of Life as a Family is a limited podcast series that seeks to provide support for families who are preparing for 
another year of life together. Each episode will name and discuss a particular area of life that many families 
give a large amount of time and energy to: faith, marriage, emotional health, sports, and vocation. Each 
episode will feature a member of our community who has something unique to add to the conversation. Tune 
in at noon each Thursday through September 9 at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.
Contemplative Prayer Group Resumes | August 18 | 3:00 p.m. | Matt Hill Prayer Room  — Our 
contemplative prayer group will be meeting in person soon. We plan to gather on Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Matt Hill Prayer Room, beginning on August 18. Join us as we begin again the practice of being still 
before God and knowing that God is God!
Sunday School on August 22 — On Sunday, August 22, the Logos, Coffee and Bible, and Good News 
classes, as well as Youth Sunday School, will not be meeting, so that members can join the Pastor Panel in the 
Enrichment Center. The Discipleship and June Ramsey classes will meet in their usual rooms.
Youth Kickoff at Crud Day | August 29 | 1:30–4:00 p.m. | South Lawn — Kickoff at Crud Day, Game Day 
Edition, will begin with youth and parents tailgating with pizza and popsicles at 1:30 in the Tyne parking lot 
before the games begin. The youth staff and leaders will perform a short skit, parents will receive a handbook 
of youth activities for the year along with a T-shirt for each youth, and kids will apply face paint for their 
grade-level team color, then participate in mud volleyball and tug-of-war, a shaving cream battle, an obstacle 
course, and an awards ceremony! Registration is required for youth. Sign up at fpcnashville.org. 
First Friends Is Back | September 23 | 11:30 a.m. | Courtenay Hall — First Friends, mark your calendars! 
Our first luncheon since the COVID interruption will be held on Thursday, September 23, at 11:30 in 
Courtenay Hall. We are excited that Ryan Moore will be our guest speaker. He will cover a range of topics, 
with an emphasis on where we have been during the pandemic and what our future holds. We will also be 
having lunch, prepared by our very own Kim Rogers and her staff. More details about the September luncheon 
along with instructions on how to register for the event will be provided later.  First Friends is a group of adult 
church members that meets at least monthly to socialize and share in God’s love. All are welcome. Please 
consider joining this wonderful group of friends. You will be glad you did! If you have any questions, please 
call Sabrina Vlahos at 615-298-9509 or Sandra Randleman at 615-298-9502.
Masks Now Required for FPC Staff — With Nashville COVID-19 numbers on the rise and the arrival of 
the delta variant, we have reinstituted the requirement that church staff wear masks indoors during business 
hours, effective August 19. As the Early Preschool and Oak Hill School begin the academic year on campus, 
we hope this precaution keeps our most vulnerable members safe. Masks are not required for members, but per 
the newest CDC guidelines, we do encourage everyone to wear one and to continue taking other precautions to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

LOOKING AH E AD
All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 
August 22 | Pastor Panel Discussion | 9:45 a.m. | Enrichment Center | See back cover for more details.
September 12 | First Fest: All-Church Kickoff | 9:30 a.m. | See back cover for more details. 
September 14 | Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
October 5 | FPC Golf Scramble

MISSIONS
September 15 | Blood Drive | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courteney Hall

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
August 26 | ME Moms Night | 7:30 p.m. | Davis home 
September 19 | Sunday morning education hour returns.

OLDER ADULTS 
September 23 | First Friends Lunch & Program | 11:00 a.m. | Courtenay Hall



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.

The Big Read:  
Around the Bible in 90 Days

SEPTEMBER 13–DECEMBER 12
The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church reading of the Bible—a chance 
for our community to reorient after the disruptions of the past year, to 
consider what we’re paying attention to, and to focus on matters of 
eternal significance. While most of us are familiar with individual stories 
from Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move us beyond that, to develop 
a sense of the Bible’s overarching narrative—a single story of salvation, 
from Old Testament to New, held together by a faithful God and pointing 
to Jesus Christ. This is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in God’s 
story, to find ourselves in it, and to see the world with new clarity. 

Reading Tracks
On signing up for a track, you will receive a plan to guide you through 
the daily readings. Sign up for a track at Sunday worship services or 
online at fpcnashville.org/BigRead. 

• AUDIO: Listen to three to five chapters each day using a Bible 
app. Suggested apps are Dwell or Bible. 

• CHAPTER: Read 90 chapters of the Bible, committing to one 
chapter per day.  

• COMPREHENSIVE: Read the entire Bible, committing to about 30 
minutes per day. 

• FAMILY: Read daily passages, predominantly from the Read and 
Learn Bible, appropriate for children of all ages.

Preface to the Big Read: Pastor Panel 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

9:45 A.M. | ENRICHMENT CENTER 
Join us between worship services for a panel discussion with our 
pastors. They will speak about the importance of Scripture and their 
love for it, as well as answer questions about the Bible and the Big 
Read. Nursery care will be available for ages 6 weeks–3 years (separate 
registration required). The discussion will also be livestreamed. 

First Fest: All-Church Kickoff (New!)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

9:30 A.M. | OUTSIDE SANCTUARY
The Big Read kicks off at First Fest—a community celebration held 
outside the Sanctuary between morning worship services. The Sam 
Levine Trio will provide music, and there will be a special appearance 
by the Singing Pastors. A full breakfast will also be served. Physical 
copies of reading plans will be available, and there will be booths for 
each ministry, offering a chance to learn more and get connected.

BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 13

LEARN MORE
fpcnashville.org/BigRead


