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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Menuet and Trio from Viennese Sonatina VI 
W.A. Mozart

WELCOME

INTROIT There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Calvin Hampton 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; there’s a kindness in his justice, which is 
more than liberty. There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good; there is mercy with the 
Savior; there is healing in his blood. There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in  
heaven; there is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. There is plentiful  
redemption in the blood that has been shed; there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head. 
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind, and the heart of the Eternal is most  
wonderfully kind. If our love were but more faithful, we should take him at his word, and our lives would 
be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00)

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
All: Who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: We worship the name of Jesus, 
All: Who has remade the world by the power of his work on the cross. 
Pastor: We lift high the name of Jesus, 
All:  For there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven  given among 

us by which we must be saved. 
Pastor: Let us worship God!
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

“God designed the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed 
to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no other. That is why it is just no 
good asking God to make us happy in our own way without bothering about religion. God cannot give 
us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.”

—C. S. Lewis



*†OPENING HYMN   Lift High the Name of Jesus  
Getty | De Barra | Cash 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Melissa Burton  (8:30) 
Lee Barfield (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  | James 1:17–27

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person 
be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 
But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle 
his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained 
from the world.

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (8:30) 
  Dr. Stuart Gordon (11:00)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving Father, be merciful and forgive our sin. Cleanse our unrighteousness. Heal our hurts and 
reconcile our broken relationships. Pour your Spirit upon us with renewing grace. Restore to us the 
joy of our salvation. Forgive us our excessiveness and ingratitude. Make us a thankful people with 
charitable hearts, who drink from the well of your grace, that this broken world will taste the new 
wine of the gospel. Through Jesus, Amen.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   
world without end. Amen, amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  How Deep the Father’s Love  
Stuart Townend 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure,  
That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure.  
How great the pain of searing loss: the Father turns his face away,  
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life: I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom;  
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer;  
But this I know with all my heart; his wounds have paid my ransom.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | Psalm 1

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits 
in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and  night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the  righteous; 6 for 
the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON     Be Happy Dr. Ryan Moore

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in season...” —Psalm 1:3 

OFFERTORY    My Lord! What a Morning
African American Spiritual

Refrain: My Lord! what a morning; my Lord! what a morning; O my Lord! what a morning, when the stars 
begin to fall, when the stars begin to fall. You will hear the trumpet sound to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. You will hear the sinner cry, to wake the nations 
underground, looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. You will hear the Christian shout, 
to wake the nations underground, looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall.

 As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

COMMISSIONING OF PW COORDINATING TEAM (11:00)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Hymn to Joy 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!  
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays;  
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,  
chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began.  
Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan.  
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife.  
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE My Song Is Love Unknown  
Love Unknown 

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine: never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. This 
is my Friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Toccata  
Domenico Zipoli

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Samuel “Sam” Welborn by 
his wife. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Raquel Warchol – Contemporary Worship Music Director

MUSIC NOTES
There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy #37335 Music; Calvin Hampton Tune: © 1977, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 

Lift High the Name of Jesus CCLI Song # 7001390 Ed Cash | Fionán De Barra | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty © 2013 Capitol CMG Paragon 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) De Barra, Fionan (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music 
Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456 

How Deep the Father’s Love CCLI Song # 1558110 Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For 
use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456. 

COVER IMAGE
Edvard Munch, Pine Trees and Fruit Trees in Blossom, 1911, oil on canvas, Munch Museum, Oslo, Norway.

WORSHIP IN THE ENRICHMENT CENTER
Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located 
in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. If you need directions for where to pick up your child 
from nursery, please ask an usher in the Enrichment Center for directions. 

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Mr. Mickey and helpers will walk the children to Courtenay Lounge, located in the main 
building. Before worship ends, children will be walked back to the Enrichment Center lobby (closest to 
Sullivan Gardens), where parent/guardians can reconnect with their child.



N E WS & E VENTS

Presbyterian Women Commissioning — During the 11:00 worship service today, the following individuals 
will be commissioned for service as officers of the Presbyterian Women of our church: Denise Bellardo, 
Moderator; Kristy Hall, Moderator-Elect; Betsy Davies, Beth Hamilton, Circle Leader Coordinators; Sarah Bird 
Kneff, Curriculum Coordinator; Karen Pasquale, Helen Dale, Dean Reeves, Bible Leader Coordinators; Rachel 
Davis, Communications Coordinator; Sue Clark, Recording Secretary; Ashley Higgins, Assistant Recording 
Secretary; Debbie Rieke, Claudia Torrey, Gayle Welch, Corresponding Secretaries; Kim Hardin, Treasurer; 
Nancy Eason, Diane Becker, Local Missions Coordinators; Mary Marraccini, Linda Sauer, Foreign Mission 
Coordinators; Diane Becker, Claudia Torrey, Presbytery Representatives; Carrie Hininger, Nominations 
Committee Chair; Itice Goldthorpe, Kristin Wright, Helping Hands Coordinators; Bekah Caruso, Manna 
Freezer Coordinator; Elizabeth Coble, New Mom Visitation Coordinator; Kim Greene, Cindy Lassing, Senior 
Banquet Coordinators; Sandra Randleman, Joys and Concerns; Rosemary Stewart, Administrative Assistant.
Youth Kickoff at Crud Day | Today | 1:30–4:00 p.m. | South Lawn — Kickoff at Crud Day, Game Day 
Edition, will begin with youth and parents tailgating with pizza and popsicles at 1:30 in the Tyne parking lot 
before the games begin. The youth staff and leaders will perform a short skit, parents will receive a handbook 
of youth activities for the year along with a T-shirt for each youth, and kids will apply face paint for their 
grade-level team color, then participate in mud volleyball and tug-of-war, a shaving cream battle, an obstacle 
course, and an awards ceremony! Registration is required for youth. Sign up at linktr.ee/fpcnashyouth.
Dr. L. Gregory Jones Will Be Guest Preacher on September 12 — Greg Jones, our guest preacher 
on September 12, became President of Belmont University in June 2021. Known for his entrepreneurial 
leadership and fundraising, he served as Dean of Duke University Divinity School 1997–2010 and 2018–21. 
He has also served as Executive Vice President of Baylor University. His tenure at Duke was marked by 
significant financial growth and a number of new initiatives. An ordained United Methodist minister, Jones 
is the author or editor of 19 books and has published over 200 articles. He holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Denver, as well as a master of divinity and a PhD in theology from Duke. He 
is married to Rev. Dr. Susan Pendleton Jones. The two are the proud parents of three adult children and three 
granddaughters.
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 14 | 10:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — The PW Fall 
Gathering on September 14 will focus on women of the Bible; our guest speaker will be Rev. Lauren Scharf. 
A friend of Sarah Bird Kneff, Lauren is a priest serving in the Pittsburgh Diocese of the Anglican Church of 
North America (ACNA). She has a particular interest in practical theology and issues relating to empowering 
women in the church. A boxed lunch ($15) in Courtenay Hall will follow the program; childcare will not be 
available.
Rev. John McCall to Lead Men’s Bible Study on September 14 — The Tuesday morning Men’s Bible Study 
meets every Tuesday from 7:15 to 8:00 a.m. via Zoom. Led by Dr. Sandra Randleman, the group is currently 
studying 1 Samuel and is open to new members. On September 14, the Bible study will be led by Rev. John 
McCall, from his place of ministry in Taiwan. John teaches classes at three seminaries in Taiwan, and his 
ministry is supported by First Presbyterian Church. For more information, please contact Sandra Randleman 
(srandleman@fpcnashville.org) or Sabrina Vlahos (svlahos@fpcnashville.org).
Red Cross Blood Drive | September 15 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — The pandemic has led 
to a severe blood shortage in Nashville, and the Red Cross is relying on organizations like FPC to meet this 
critical need. Each unit of blood donated can save up to three lives. There were 45 donors at the March blood 
drive and 47 at the June drive. Sign up to give blood at redcrossblood.org (donor code: FPCnashville) and help 
us reach 50 donors!

LOOKING AH E AD
All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 
September 12 | First Fest: All-Church Kickoff | 9:30 a.m. | See back cover for more details. 
September 14 | Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
October 5 | FPC Golf Scramble

MISSIONS
September 15 | Blood Drive | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courteney Hall

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
September 19 | Sunday morning education hour returns.

OLDER ADULTS 
September 23 | First Friends Lunch & Program | 11:00 a.m. | Courtenay Hall



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.

The Big Read:  
Around the Bible in 90 Days

SEPTEMBER 13–DECEMBER 12
The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church reading of the Bible—a chance 
for our community to reorient after the disruptions of the past year, to 
consider what we’re paying attention to, and to focus on matters of 
eternal significance. While most of us are familiar with individual stories 
from Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move us beyond that, to develop 
a sense of the Bible’s overarching narrative—a single story of salvation, 
from Old Testament to New, held together by a faithful God and pointing 
to Jesus Christ. This is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in God’s 
story, to find ourselves in it, and to see the world with new clarity. 

Reading Tracks
On signing up for a track, you will receive a plan to guide you through 
the daily readings. Sign up for a track at Sunday worship services or 
online at fpcnashville.org/BigRead. 

• AUDIO: Listen to three to five chapters each day using a Bible 
app. Suggested apps are Dwell or Bible. 

• CHAPTER: Read 90 chapters of the Bible, committing to one 
chapter per day.  

• COMPREHENSIVE: Read the entire Bible, committing to about 30 
minutes per day. 

• FAMILY: Read daily passages, predominantly from the Read and 
Learn Bible, appropriate for children of all ages.

First Fest: All-Church Kickoff (New!)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

9:30 A.M. | OUTSIDE SANCTUARY
The Big Read kicks off at First Fest—a community celebration held 
outside the Sanctuary between morning worship services. The Sam 
Levine Trio will provide music, and there will be a special appearance 
by the Singing Pastors. A full breakfast will also be served. Physical 
copies of reading plans will be available, and there will be booths for 
each ministry, offering a chance to learn more and get connected.

BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 13

LEARN MORE
fpcnashville.org/BigRead


