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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Improvisation on “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”  

INTROIT  Hear Ye, Israel from Elijah  
Felix Mendelssohn 

Hear ye, Israel! Hear what the Lord speaketh! “Oh, had’st thou heeded, heeded my commandments!” Who 
hath believed our report? To whom is the arm, the arm of the Lord revealed? 

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor:  The Lord reigns! Let the earth rejoice; 
People: Let the many coastlands be glad! 
Pastor: Fire goes before him and consumes his adversaries.  
People:  His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  
Pastor: For you, O Lord, are most high;  
People: You are exalted far above all gods.

*†OPENING HYMN   To God Be the Glory  
To God be the Glory

To God be the glory; great things he has done!  
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,  
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,   
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
Refrain:  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory: great things he has done! 
Great things he has taught us; great things he has done,  
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;  
but purer and higher and greater will be  
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain

PRAYER OF ADORATION  Anne Louise Spangler (8:30) 
David Thomas (11:00)
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

“Even though that Son was beloved above the rest, and in him the Father’s mind was well-pleased, yet 
we see that far from being treated indulgently or softly, to speak the truth, while he dwelt on earth he 
was not only tried by a perpetual cross but his whole life was nothing but a sort of perpetual cross. The 
apostle notes the reason: that it behooved him to “learn obedience through what he suffered.”

—John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion



FIRST LESSON  | Mark 8:31–38 

31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this 
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but 
on the things of man.” 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit 
a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of 
Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. John Musgrave

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Father, we admit that we, like Peter, don’t want to believe that following Jesus means bearing a cross. 
We profess him as Lord and trust him as Savior, but the cross makes us hesitate. By your Spirit, give 
us faith that to share Christ’s sufferings is to share his glory. Conquer our fear by giving us the joy 
of life in him. Increase our confidence, that we may follow him and discover what you showed at the 
cross: those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  In the Cross of Christ I Glory  
Rathbun

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | 1 Kings 18:30–40

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be 
your name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord. And he made a trench about 
the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in 
pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and 
on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it 
a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also 
with water. 36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O 
Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am 
your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that 
this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the 
fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked 
up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 
“The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let 
not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and 
slaughtered them there. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON    Living in Denial Dr. Stuart Gordon 

OFFERTORY  The Lord’s My Shepherd (Brother James’s Air) 
arr. Mack Wilberg 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want, he makes me down to lie in pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet 
waters by. My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make within the paths of blessedness, e’en for 
his own name’s sake. Yea though I pass thro’ shadowed vale, yet will I fear no ill; for thou art with me, and 



thy rod and staff me comfort still. My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes; my head thou dost 
with oil anoint, and my cup overflows. Goodness and mercy all my days will surely follow me; and in my 
Father’s heart alway my dwelling place shall be. And in my heart for evermore thy dwelling place shall be. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Sandra Randleman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Jesus Calls Us 
Galilee 

Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea;  
day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me.” 
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,  
from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.” 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,  
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.” 
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call,  
give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  | Isaiah 54:10 For the Mountains Shall Depart from Elijah  
Felix Mendelssohn 

For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed; but thy kindness shall not depart from me; neither 
shall the covenant of thy peace be removed, but thy kindness shall not depart from me. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro from Symphony I 
William Boyce

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated.  

 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Margaret “Maggie” Kathryn 
Hardison by her family. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
John Musgrave, MDiv – Parish Associate  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Melissa Shippen-Burrows – Soprano  
Chris Simonsen – Baritone 

NOTES
Brother James’s Air arr. Mack Wilberg, © 2010, Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net license #A-
714895.

Bulletin Cover Image: Anonymous, Elijah the Prophet in the Wilderness, late 15th century, Yaroslavl Museum of Art, 
Russia.

WORSHIP IN THE ENRICHMENT CENTER
Through the month of August, the Sanctuary will be closed for the final steps of the renovation process. 
During this period, worship will be in the Enrichment Center, still at the familiar times of 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m. Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time of renewal.
Adult Education classes are in new locations while we worship in the EC and while the Cheek House air 
conditioning is under repair. Find the updated listing below.  

ENRICHMENT CENTER
Coffee & Bible Class | EC-101
Discipleship Class | EC-102 
Good News Class | EC-105

MINISTRY WING
June Ramsey Class | CC-130 Witherspoon Room  
Logos Class | MW-222 Vance Hall

Youth Sunday School (grades 7–12) is in the Gathering Place at 9:45 a.m.

Parents’ and Children’s Room is located downstairs in EC-100.

Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located 
in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. From the Sanctuary parking lots, head west toward Oak 
Hill School and turn right at the end of the lane. Turn right to enter the interior lot. Pull alongside the lane 
for pickup, and a staff person will walk your child to your car. Please park elsewhere after picking up or 
dropping off your child. If you need directions for where to pick up your child from nursery, please ask an 
usher in the Enrichment Center for directions. 

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Mr. Mickey and helpers will walk the children to Courtenay Lounge, located in the main 
building. Before worship ends, children will be walked back to the Enrichment Center lobby (closest to 
Sullivan Gardens), where parent/guardians can reconnect with their child.



N E WS & E VENTS

New Podcast Series — Liftoff: Faithfully Navigating Another Year of Life as a Family is a limited podcast 
series that seeks to provide support for families who are preparing for another year of life together. Each 
episode will name and discuss a particular area of life that many families give a large amount of time and 
energy to: faith, marriage, emotional health, sports, and vocation. Each episode will feature a member of our 
community who has something unique to add to the conversation. Tune in each Thursday at noon, August 12–
September 9, to listen and ask questions. More info about how to listen is forthcoming.
Book Club | August 12 | 1:00 p.m. | Zoom — The Older Adult book club will be reading Water from My 
Heart by Charles Martin as their August selection. Discussion will be on Zoom at 1:00 p.m. on August 12. 
Join the conversation here.
Contemplative Prayer Group Resumes | August 18 | 3:00 p.m. | Matt Hill Prayer Room  — Our 
contemplative prayer group will be meeting in person soon. We plan to gather on Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Matt Hill Prayer Room, beginning on August 18. Join us as we begin again the practice of being still 
before God and knowing that God is God!
Youth Kickoff at Crud Day | August 29 | 1:30–4:00 p.m. | South Lawn — Kickoff at Crud Day, Game Day 
Edition, will begin with youth and parents tailgating with pizza and popsicles at 1:30 in the Tyne parking lot 
before the games begin. The youth staff and leaders will perform a short skit, parents will receive a handbook 
of youth activities for the year along with a T-shirt for each youth, and kids will apply face paint for their 
grade-level team color, then participate in mud volleyball and tug-of-war, a shaving cream battle, an obstacle 
course, and an awards ceremony! Registration is required for youth. Sign up at fpcnashville.org. 
Farewell to Deb and Tina — Both Deb O’Brien and Tina Rose will be retiring at the end of 2021. Deb will 
be spending more time with grandchildren, and Tina will be caring for her aging mother. Both have faithfully 
served children and their families here for many years—Tina since 2007 and Deb since 2003—and it goes 
without saying that their presence will be sorely missed. A search committee to meet the staffing needs of the 
Children’s Ministry will be formed in the coming weeks.
Early Preschool Welcomes New Director in August — First Presbyterian Church’s Early Preschool will 
welcome Candyee Goode as its new director in mid-August, following the fruitful twelve-year tenure of 
Brenda Lutz. Candyee comes to us with over two decades of experience as an administrator, as well as an 
additional decade of teaching experience. The search committee believes that she has the experience, vision, 
and faith orientation needed for advancing our Early Preschool’s mission of supporting the development of 
lifelong learners.  
Mark Wracher to Serve as Director of Resource Development — Beginning in September, FPC will 
welcome Mark Wracher to serve as Director of Resource Development, a new staff position for generosity. 
He is charged with taking a three-pronged approach to development, focusing on planned giving, major gifts, 
and regular generosity. He has an impressive history of development work, including nearly 20 years with the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Notably, Mark established Los Angeles’s first FCA chapter, and while living 
there he also earned a master of divinity degree at the King’s Seminary and served as chaplain to the LA 
Kings (NHL). His combination of excellence in development and mature faith makes him the ideal person to 
enhance our efforts to grow in our generosity, for the sake of Christ’s kingdom here in Nashville and beyond. 

LOOKING AH E AD
All are welcome to join in these opportunities for worshiping, playing, or serving together. 
August 22 | Pastor Panel Discussion | 9:45 a.m. | Enrichment Center | See back cover for more details.
September 12 | First Fest: All-Church Kickoff | 9:30 a.m. | See back cover for more details. 
September 14 | Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
October 5 | FPC Golf Scramble

MISSIONS
September 15 | Blood Drive | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courteney Hall

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
August 26 | ME Moms Night | 7:30 p.m. | Davis home 
September 19 | Sunday morning education hour returns.

OLDER ADULTS 
September 23 | First Friends Lunch & Program | 11:00 a.m. | Courtenay Hall 



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.

The Big Read:  
Around the Bible in 90 Days

SEPTEMBER 13–DECEMBER 12
The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church reading of the Bible—a chance 
for our community to reorient after the disruptions of the past year, to 
consider what we’re paying attention to, and to focus on matters of 
eternal significance. While most of us are familiar with individual stories 
from Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move us beyond that, to develop 
a sense of the Bible’s overarching narrative—a single story of salvation, 
from Old Testament to New, held together by a faithful God and pointing 
to Jesus Christ. This is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in God’s 
story, to find ourselves in it, and to see the world with new clarity. 

Reading Tracks
On signing up for a track, you will receive a plan to guide you through 
the daily readings. Sign up for a track at Sunday worship services or 
online at fpcnashville.org/BigRead. 

• AUDIO: Listen to three to five chapters each day using a Bible 
app. Suggested apps are Dwell or Bible. 

• CHAPTER: Read 90 chapters of the Bible, committing to one 
chapter per day.  

• COMPREHENSIVE: Read the entire Bible, committing to about 30 
minutes per day. 

• FAMILY: Read daily passages, predominantly from the Read and 
Learn Bible, appropriate for children of all ages.

Preface to the Big Read: Pastor Panel 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

9:45 A.M. | ENRICHMENT CENTER 
Join us between worship services for a panel discussion with our 
pastors. They will speak about the importance of Scripture and their 
love for it, as well as answer questions about the Bible and the Big 
Read. Nursery care will be available for ages 6 weeks–3 years (separate 
registration required). The discussion will also be livestreamed. 

First Fest: All-Church Kickoff (New!)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

9:30 A.M. | OUTSIDE SANCTUARY
The Big Read kicks off at First Fest—a community celebration held 
outside the Sanctuary between morning worship services. The Sam 
Levine Trio will provide music, and there will be a special appearance 
by the Singing Pastors. A full breakfast will also be served. Physical 
copies of reading plans will be available, and there will be booths for 
each ministry, offering a chance to learn more and get connected.

BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 13

JOIN US 
FOR


