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CROSSING THE RED SEA
Anonymous

17TH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST

September 19, 2021



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Prelude in G Major, Op. 37  
Felix Mendelssohn

†INTROIT  Sing Ye to the Lord from Israel in Egypt  
G.F. Handel 

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. The horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  |  Adapted from Psalm 46:10–11 Dr. Stuart Gordon

Pastor: Be still, and know that he is God! 
All:  He is exalted among the nations, 
Pastor:  He is exalted in all the earth!  
All:  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

*†OPENING HYMN 65   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
Cwm Rhondda

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Lock Ross (8:30) 
Luke Richardson (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  | Romans 14:7–12

7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10 Why do you 
pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

SEPTEM BER 19,  2021  17th Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Interpreting this passage, then, requires that we clear our minds (as much as possible) of any of the 
haunting misgivings of modernity. One cannot ask merely how this rescue could happen or whether 
it is possible. One cannot proceed by seeking to explain the miracle of the water, for any convincing 
explanation would only lead away from the intent of the text itself. The text is not argument, but 
witness and summons; it is a witness to the power of Yahweh and a consequent summons to faith.  

—Walter Brueggemann



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord of all Creation, we come before you to confess that we live for ourselves alone and we die to 
ourselves alone. We rarely live to your great calling, and even more rarely die to ourselves for your 
great calling. Mostly, we believe that we belong to ourselves and ourselves only. We confess that we 
try to be our own gods and the gods of our children and neighbors. We clamor for the judgment seat 
meant only for your Son. Humble us, Father. Give us ears to hear your call, eyes to see your Spirit’s 
movement, and feet to faithfully follow wherever your Son calls us. May it be so.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  | Adapted from Psalm 103:1–5

Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul,   
All: And all that is within me, bless his holy name.  
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul,   
All:	 And	do	not	forget	all	his	benefits.	 
Pastor: God forgives all your iniquity, God heals all your diseases,  
All: God redeems my life from the Pit, and crowns me with steadfast love and mercy,  
Pastor: God satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE 581  Glory Be to the Father  
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	
Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	third	day	he	rose	again	from	
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES   

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (8:30)  Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff   
Chip Smith, Assisting Elder  

PRESENTATION OF CHILD   
Rob and Polly Smith are presenting their daughter, Mary Adele Smith, for baptism.  
BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS   
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
THE BAPTISM 

Children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.



HYMN OF PREPARATION 484 Out of Deep, Unordered Water 
Rustington 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | Exodus 14:21–25

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the 
midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The 
Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and 
his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the 
Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they 
drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against 
the Egyptians.” 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON          A Complicated Sovereignty  Rev. Joshua Rodriguez
              The Big Read: Exodus 14

The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. —Exodus 14:14

OFFERTORY    Rejoice, O Judah! Hallelujah, Amen! (from Judas Maccabeaus) 
G.F. Handel 

Rejoice, O Judah, and in songs divine, with Cherubim and Seraphim, harmonious join. Hallelujah, Amen. 

  As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Sandra Randleman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN 234  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
St. Kevin

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE Dona nobis pacem (Grant us thy peace)  
Ludwig van Beethoven 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Miriam’s Dance 
Joel Martinson

Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took up a timbrel, and all the women followed her with timbrels, dancing. And Miriam 
led them in the refrain: “Sing of Yahweh: he has covered himself in glory, horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”  

—Exodus 15:20–21

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Daphne Garey and Ryan Bede – Soloists

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Diana and DeWitt C. Thompson III by their family. 

MUSIC NOTES
The closing voluntary, Miriam’s Dance, was written by Joel Martinson for the Closing Festival Service of the 1994 National 
Convention of the American Guild of Organists in Dallas. The work’s epigraph is from Exodus 15:20–21, which tells of 
Miriam and the women dancing with timbrels after the Israelites’ safe passage through the Red Sea. While the first and final 
sections of the work are dance-like (with an unusual shifting meter), the contrasting middle section depicts the rumbling of 
horses. Martinson says that, while “the work can be seen as programmatic—dancing, timbrels, horses, et al.—it is mostly 
an outburst of joy in thanksgiving for the wondrous works of God.”
Miriam’s Dance #57510 Music: Joel Martinson. © 1994 Concordia Publishing House All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 

COVER IMAGE
Anonymous, Crossing the Red Sea, Middle Ages, Byzantine illuminated manuscript, Russian National Library, St. Petersburg.

NURSERY CARE AND YOUNG CHILDREN & WORSHIP 
Young Children & Worship will meet in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents will pick up their child after worship at the 
door to Grundy Hall. 

Nursery care for children 6 weeks to 3 years old is available for the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, and during the 
education hour. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located in 
the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place.



SUN DAY SCHOOL BEG INS TODAY AT 9 :45

Most Sunday School classes this fall will be informed by the Big Read. Find descriptions of each class below. 
For assistance, contact Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff, Associate Pastor for Discipleship and Engagement (sbird@
fpcnashville.org).

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Bethel	Bible	COB	|	Room	L-200	|	Led	by	Marty	Kauffman	and	Mary	Marraccini	|	Life	stage:	Adults	of	
all ages — Join us as we engage the Big Read through the lens of the Bethel Series, which takes a historical 
approach to the Hebrew-Christian heritage of faith with an overview of the Old and New Testaments. All are 
welcome to this class, which will consist of both lecture and discussion.
Big Read Forum | Courtenay Hall | Led by Dr. Stuart Gordon and others | Life stage: Adults of all ages  
Are you following the Big Read? Would you like to know more about the context of what you’re reading? All 
are welcome to hear from class leaders as we offer a broader understanding of the assigned Big Read texts for 
the week and place them within the overarching biblical narrative.
Coffee	and	Bible	Class	|	Memorial	Library	|	Led	by	class	members	|	Life	stage:	Adults	of	all	ages	 
This class will follow the Big Read, with discussions based on fall Community of Belonging materials.
Cornerstone Class | Vance Hall | Led by John Hollins, Chris Kirkland, Ben Merrill, Darryl Thompson, 
and Julia Wilk | Life stage: Adults in their late 30s–50s — This class involves short lectures followed by 
facilitated discussion. 
Discipleship Class | Witherspoon Room | Led by David Goodcase, Charlie Bryan Sr., and Jim Cawood 
Life stage: Adults of all ages — This Bible-based class often engages in line-by-line study of a particular 
passage from Scripture.
Enneagram Class | Chapel | Led by Abbi Rodriguez | Life stage: Adults of all ages — Join certified 
Enneagram teacher Abbi Rodriguez in the Enneagram Sunday School class this fall as we take a look at our 
personalities and our Christian faith through the lens of the Enneagram. Each week, we will explore the text 
from the church-wide Big Read curriculum while discovering the gifts of our personality and the blind spots 
that impact our spiritual growth. This class will incorporate interactive teachings as well as group discussions 
to process the information. 
Family Fellowship Class | Session Room | Led by Dr. Ryan Moore | Life stage: Parents of young 
children — This class for parents of young children will be led by Ryan Moore and will follow the Big Read 
timeline. 
Good News Class | Room L-207 | Led by Rev. John Musgrave | Life stage: Adults of all ages — Each 
Sunday a person will be selected from that week’s portion of the Big Read. A presentation will be given 
discussing how God shaped and molded that individual and what part he or she played to further God’s 
kingdom. Then there will be a sharing on how we see ourselves in this biblical character and what we can 
learn about God and ourselves. This class is primarily lecture-based.
June Ramsey Class | Virtual | Led by guest speakers, coordinated by Scott Pearson | Life stage: Adults 
of all ages — This interactive lecture class features a monthly invited speaker, usually from Vanderbilt 
Divinity School, to guide us through a topic of their interest. We are intensely curious, ask lots of questions, 
and enjoy good discussion. This fall, we plan to follow the Big Read. All dispositions are welcome. Contact 
Sarah Bird Kneff, sbird@fpcnashville.org, for the Zoom link.
Young Adults Class | Bryant Conference Room | Led by Lipscomb Davis | Life stage: Young adults  
We will read through the Letter to the Romans through the lens of stories and sermons from the Big Read.

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION HOUR
Children’s Education Hour Today — Both the Sunday Breakfast Club and Bible Time for 4–6-year-olds 
will be outside today (nursery care will be inside, in the normal location). Bible Time will be on the Early 
Preschool playground, with check-in and pickup at the gate to the playground near the Gathering Place. 
Sunday Breakfast Club will be under the tent by the Enrichment Center.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School meets weekly at 9:40 a.m. in the Gathering Place. Youth will start together every week for 
announcements, a group game, worship, and testimony before they split into grade-level classes.



Fall Communities of Belonging — Communities of Belonging this fall will follow the Big Read. They 
begin this week and continue through the week of December 12. Discussion will be focused on the previous 
Sunday’s sermon. It is not necessary to commit to reading the entire Bible to join a COB, but all participants 
are encouraged to pick a reading track and spend time in the Word each day. There are several groups to 
choose from, including in-person, virtual, and hybrid formats.
BookMarks Reopens Today — BookMarks, FPC’s bookstore, will have a grand reopening this morning. 
Check out the selections they have by church member authors, as well as greeting cards, books for children 
and adults, and gift items. They are open from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 
OHS Fall Consignment Sale | September 23–25 | Enrichment Center — The Oak Hill School Consignment 
Sale begins at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, September 23, and concludes at noon on September 25. The event will be 
in the Enrichment Center, and masks will be required for all shoppers over the age of 2. For more information, 
visit oakhillschool.org/consignment. 
Election	of	Officers	|	September	26	|	Following	both	worship	services	— A congregational meeting will be 
held on Sunday, September 26, following both worship services, for the purpose of voting on a slate of new 
officer candidates presented by the Officer Nominating Committee. We are thankful for those who serve on 
the Officer Nominating Committee and for all who serve as officers helping FPC to fulfill its mission.

ADULT EDUCATION
Midweek Study with Ryan Moore | Wednesdays beginning September 22 | 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | 
Session Room — Beginning this Wednesday, September 22, join Dr. Ryan Moore at 11:30 a.m. in the Session 
Room for a weekly Bible study. The class will be an overview of the Scriptures, in conjunction with the Big 
Read. Kim Rogers will serve a light lunch each week, payment for which will be donation-based. Weekly 
registration will be required to let our hospitality team know how much food to prepare. All ages are welcome. 
One-Day Inquirers Class | October 9 | 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | Jones Session Room — The next Inquirers 
Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, October 9. If you are interested in joining the class 
or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, reach out to Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (sbird@
fpcnashville.org). 

MISSIONS
Manna Freezer — Do you know someone who could use a pick-me-up? Someone dealing with illness or 
a death in the family? Someone going through financial difficulties? If so, stop by the Manna Freezer in the 
back stairwell near the kitchen, off Courtenay Hall, to pick up a package or two of the frozen foods that are 
available. The freezer is stocked at the moment with cookies, muffins, and small loaves of quick breads. Other 
items have not yet been replenished. Be alert to those around us who could benefit from the gift of food from 
the Manna Freezer, and deliver something to brighten someone’s day.
Golf Scramble | October 5 | 12:30 p.m. | Nashville Golf and Athletic Club — The fall Golf Scramble is 
scheduled for 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 5, at Nashville Golf and Athletic Club. All ages and skill levels 
are welcome to enjoy food, fun, and fellowship at this fundraiser for Preston Taylor Ministries. Registration, 
which closes October 1, is $110 per player and is open to both singles and teams.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Children’s Milestone Blessing and Lunch — To all families with 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders: We will be 
celebrating faith milestones during the 11:00 service today. Children will be presented with the milestone 
gift associated with their grade: 1st and 2nd grades, Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; 3rd grade, 
God’s Word. A family lunch and short program, organized by grade, will immediately follow worship and will 
finish up by 1:00 p.m.
Job Openings — FPC is actively seeking Nursery Attendants to assist on Sunday Mornings. This is a 
great opportunity for high school/college students, childcare workers looking for extra work, or simply 
someone who loves little ones. The church’s Early Preschool is seeking Support Educators, ideally with some 
background in early childhood education. This part-time position offers a flexible schedule (9:00 a.m.–2:30 
p.m. M–F, TT, or MWF) and would be an ideal fit for university students majoring in education, or moms/dads 
with experience in the education world who have school-aged children. To learn more about either position, 
visit fpcnashville.org/work-us/.

N E WS & E VENTS



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.

The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church 
reading of the Bible. While most of us 
are familiar with individual stories from 
Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move 
us beyond that, to develop a sense of the 
Bible’s overarching narrative—a single 
story of salvation, from Old Testament 
to New, held together by a faithful God 
and pointing to Jesus Christ. This is an 
opportunity to immerse ourselves in 
God’s story, to find ourselves in it, and 
to see the world with new clarity.  Learn 
more at fpcnashville.org/BigRead.

COVID-19 POLICY UPDATE

As you may know, the greater Nashville area is currently experiencing high case counts of COVID-19. To protect 
our congregation and mitigate spread in our community, the Session Coordinating Council has decided to update 
our policies and temporarily return to Step 3C of our COVID Response Plan. Step 3C includes the following 
guidelines for all church activities on campus. We will evaluate this policy in 30 days.
• Masks: Required indoors. Not required outdoors.
• 9:45 Education Hour and Small Groups: Available in person and online. Sunday Breakfast Club and Bible 

Time will be outdoors as weather permits.
• Nursery: Open Sundays at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. Registration required.
• Meals: Permitted indoors for ages 12+, permitted outdoors for children under age 12. 
• Events: All events will continue as scheduled. Modifications may be made to location.
• Early Preschool: Parents permitted indoors, with masks.


