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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Voluntary on the 100th Psalm  
Henry Purcell

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Praise the Lord!
All: The Lord’s name be praised! 
Pastor:  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
All:  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.

*†OPENING HYMN   Come, Thou Fount 
Nettleton

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;  
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!
Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  
safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Joel Locke (8:30) 
John Callison (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  | Psalm 125:1–5

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 2 As the 
mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from this time forth and forevermore. 3 
For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, lest the righteous stretch 
out their hands to do wrong. 4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in 
their hearts! 5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways the Lord will lead away with evildoers!    
Peace be upon Israel!

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION Dr. Stuart Gordon (8:30) 
Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (11:00)

SEPTEM BER 5 ,  2021  15th Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

—Thomas Cranmer



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in 
thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  
Solid Rock 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
Refrain:  
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand;  
all other ground is sinking sand. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the 11:00 a.m. service, children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade)  
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  
Morecambe 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;  
stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I ought to love. 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay,  
no angel visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 

Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King; all, all thine own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 
I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling. O let me seek thee, and O let me find! 

Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh. Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,  
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh. Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame;  
the baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | 2 Kings 2:9–14

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” 
And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do 
not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and 
he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then 
he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had 
fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that 
had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he 
had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON        A Pentecost in the Present Tense Dr. Ryan Moore
Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? —2 Kings 2:14

OFFERTORY    I Bind unto Myself Today 
St. Patrick; Deirdre 

I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity by invocation of the same, the Three in One and 
One in Three. I bind this day to me forever, by power of faith, Christ’s incarnation, his baptism in the 
Jordan river, his death on cross for my salvation, his bursting from the spiced tomb, his riding up the 
heavenly way, his coming at the day of doom, I bind unto myself today. I bind unto myself today the 
power of God to hold and lead, God’s eye to watch, God’s might to stay, God’s ear to hearken to my need, 
the wisdom of my God to teach, God’s hand to guide, God’s shield to ward, the word of God to give me 
speech, God’s heavenly host to be my guard. Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath 
me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth 
of friend and stranger. I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity by invocation of the 
same, the Three in One and One in Three, of whom all nature has creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation; salvation is of Christ the Lord!

  As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   



*HYMN  Lift High the Name of Jesus
Getty | De Barra | Cash

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE Come, Labor On  
Ora Labora

Come, labor on. Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, “Go work today.” Come, labor on. No time for rest, till glows the 
western sky, till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, “Well 
done, well done!” 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Voluntary II in G  
William Boyce

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Raquel Warchol – Contemporary Worship Music Director 
Daphne Garey, Greg Thomas, and Ryan Bede – Soloists

MUSIC NOTES
Lift High the Name of Jesus CCLI Song # 7001390 Ed Cash | Fionán De Barra | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty © 2013 Capitol CMG Paragon 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) De Barra, Fionan (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music 
Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456 

COVER IMAGE
Theodoros Poulakis, The Ascension of the Prophet Elijah and Scenes from His Life, 17th century, Byzantine and Christian Museum, Athens.

WORSHIP IN THE ENRICHMENT CENTER
Nursery care is open for the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and serves children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 
Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located 
in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place. If you need directions for where to pick up your child 
from nursery, please ask an usher in the Enrichment Center for directions. 

Young Children & Worship introduces children ages 4, 5, and 6 to the meaning and actions of corporate 
worship in age-appropriate ways. YCW follows the Blessing of the Young Disciples during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Mr. Mickey and helpers will walk the children to Courtenay Lounge, located in the main 
building. Before worship ends, children will be walked back to the Enrichment Center lobby (closest to 
Sullivan Gardens), where parent/guardians can reconnect with their child.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY THIS FALL  
Children’s Ministry will resume full activities in mid-September. Beginning next Sunday, September 
12, nursery care will be available at both worship services and during the education hour, and 
Young Children & Worship will be offered at both worship services. On September 19, programming 
begins in earnest with a new format: instead of grade-specific classes, there will be gatherings based on 
age group, all guided by the Big Read.  

Children ages 6 and younger will gather for Bible Time, a play-based approach to Bible learning, with 
ages 6 weeks–3 years in the nursery area and ages 4–6 in Grundy Hall. 

Ages 7 and above will assemble in the Enrichment Center Auditorium for the cross-generational Sunday 
Breakfast Club (SBC), which will feature a Bible-focused presentation and simple breakfast treats. Parents 
and grandparents are welcome to attend SBC, as are younger children accompanied by an adult.  

Confirmation class, for children in the 6th grade, is available by registration at fpcnashville.org or by 
contacting Deb O’Brien. The class will use a hybrid learning format of video instruction, Sunday evening 
Zoom discussion groups, and in-person connection at the Sunday Breakfast Club. The Journey to 
Confirmation class, for children in grades 4 and 5, follows a similar format, combining midweek Zoom 
groups with connecting at SBC. 

Check-In — Ages 6 weeks–3 years will check in at the nursery entrance near Courtenay Hall; ages 4–6 
will check in at the entrance to Grundy Hall; and children ages 7 and up will check in at any of the three 
entrances to the Enrichment Center. Please note that these plans are subject to change, based on COVID 
protocols. Currently, church staff must wear masks on campus, and children are encouraged to do so as 
well. We look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings this fall.



N E WS & E VENTS

Back in the Sanctuary Next Sunday — Today is our last Sunday in the Enrichment Center. Next Sunday, 
worship will be in the newly renovated Sanctuary. No parking will be available in front of the church on 
September 12. All able-bodied members are asked to park far away from the church entrance, leaving closer 
parking spots for those with mobility issues. 
Disaster Response Funds — The Missions department and the Disaster Response Committee are working 
hard to respond to recent natural disasters. FPC has already sent $10,000 to the Presbytery of Middle 
Tennessee, who will forward the funds to the Ellis Grove Presbyterian Church in Waverly for flood relief. We 
also hope to spend comparable amounts on relief efforts for western wildfires, the earthquake in Haiti, and 
Hurricane Ida. Anyone who wishes to add to these contributions can make a donation with the designated area 
of relief that they want to support. We will make sure that their donation is included.
Dr. L. Gregory Jones Will Be Guest Preacher on September 12 — Greg Jones, our guest preacher 
on September 12, became President of Belmont University in June 2021. Known for his entrepreneurial 
leadership and fundraising, he served as Dean of Duke University Divinity School 1997–2010 and 2018–21. 
He has also served as Executive Vice President of Baylor University. His tenure at Duke was marked by 
significant financial growth and a number of new initiatives. An ordained United Methodist minister, Jones 
is the author or editor of 19 books and has published over 200 articles. He holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Denver, as well as a master of divinity and a PhD in theology from Duke. He 
is married to Rev. Dr. Susan Pendleton Jones. The two are the proud parents of three adult children and three 
granddaughters.
Fall Communities of Belonging — Communities of Belonging this fall will follow the Big Read. They begin 
the week of September 19 and continue through the week of December 12. Discussion will be focused on the 
previous Sunday’s sermon. It is not necessary to commit to reading the entire Bible to join a COB, but all 
participants are encouraged to pick a reading track and spend time in the Word each day. There are several 
groups to choose from, including in-person, virtual, and hybrid formats. COB registration is now open. 

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 14 | 10:00 a.m. 
Sanctuary | Boxed lunch to follow in Courtenay Hall — The Presbyterian 
Women Fall Gathering will focus on women of the Bible, and our guest speaker 
will be Rev. Lauren Scharf. Lauren is a priest serving in the Pittsburgh Diocese 
of the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA). She has served two local 
churches over the past decade and is currently pursuing doctoral studies at 
Trinity School for Ministry. She has a particular interest in practical theology 
and issues relating to empowering women in the church. The cost of lunch is 
$15; childcare will not be available. Register at fpcnashville.org.
Rev. John McCall to Lead Men’s Bible Study on September 14 — The 

Tuesday morning Men’s Bible Study meets every Tuesday from 7:15 to 8:00 a.m. via Zoom. Led by Dr. Sandra 
Randleman, the group is currently studying 1 Samuel and is open to new members. On September 14, the 
Bible study will be led by Rev. John McCall, from his place of ministry in Taiwan. John teaches classes at 
three seminaries in Taiwan, and his ministry is supported by First Presbyterian Church. For more information, 
please contact Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org).
Red Cross Blood Drive | September 15 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — The pandemic has led 
to a severe blood shortage in Nashville, and the Red Cross is relying on organizations like FPC to meet this 
critical need. Each unit of blood donated can save up to three lives. There were 45 donors at the March blood 
drive and 47 at the June drive. Sign up to give blood at redcrossblood.org (donor code: FPCnashville) and help 
us reach 50 donors!
First Friends News — The luncheon scheduled for September 23 has been postponed. A new date will 
be announced in the coming weeks. The Book Club selection for September is Becoming Mrs. Lewis by 
Patti Callahan. We will discuss the book at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 16. Location information is 
forthcoming. 
OHS Fall Consignment Sale — The Oak Hill School Consignment Sale begins at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, 
September 23, and concludes at noon on September 25. The event will be in the Enrichment Center, and masks 
will be required for all shoppers over the age of 2. For more information, visit oakhillschool.org/consignment.



S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.

First Fest: All-Church Kickoff (New!)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
9:30 A.M. | OUTSIDE SANCTUARY
Next Sunday, FPC will launch what we hope will be a new 
tradition: First Fest, held outside the Sanctuary between worship 
services. On one hand, the event marks the culmination of a 
multiphase renovation of the Sanctuary, which has included 
new lighting, a much-improved sound system, fresh paint, the 
installation of slate tile, a refinished floor in the chancel, a fresh 
look for the narthex, and more. On the other hand, it marks a 
new beginning: the church-wide Big Read kicks off that day, 
and with it the full slate of fall 2021 programming.

First Fest will have the feel of a country fair, with face 
painting, balloon artists, temporary tattoos, a photo booth, 
various games, and more. There will also be a full breakfast 
(with all food individually wrapped), live music (from the 
Sam Levine Trio and the Singing Pastors), and booths for each 
ministry with age-specific information about the Big Read. 
Paper copies of reading plans will also be available. While it is 
not clear what the coming months hold, this event offers us an 
opportunity to celebrate the past year’s accomplishments and 
to say yes to the good things planned for our community this 
fall. In the event of rain, the event will be in the Enrichment 
Center. We hope to see you there!

Big Read Registration 
There’s still time to sign up for the Big Read! Registering is a 
great way to commit to the daily practice of reading Scripture, 
and it will also give you access to a reading plan, which will be 
available on September 12. There are many ways to register: 
using the online form (fpcnashville.org/bigread), filling out a 
registration card on Sunday mornings, or signing up in person 
at First Fest on September 12.

The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church reading of the 
Bible. While most of us are familiar with individual stories 
from Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move us beyond that, 
to develop a sense of the Bible’s overarching narrative—a 
single story of salvation, from Old Testament to New, held 
together by a faithful God and pointing to Jesus Christ. This 
is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in God’s story, to find 
ourselves in it, and to see the world with new clarity. 

Reading Tracks
On signing up for a track, you will receive a plan to guide you through 
the daily readings. Sign up for a track at Sunday worship services or 
online at fpcnashville.org/BigRead. 

• AUDIO: Listen to three to five chapters each day using a Bible 
app. Suggested apps are Dwell or Bible. 

• CHAPTER: Read 90 chapters of the Bible, committing to one 
chapter per day.  

• COMPREHENSIVE: Read the entire Bible, committing to about 30 
minutes per day. 

• FAMILY: Read daily passages, predominantly from the Read and 
Learn Bible, appropriate for children of all ages.

The Big Read Forum
SUNDAYS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 19
9:45 A.M. | COURTENAY HALL
Are you following the Big Read? Would you like to know more 
about the context of what you’re reading? The Big Read Forum 
offers a chance to hear from pastors and other leaders in our 
church as we offer a broader understanding of the assigned 
texts for the week and place them within the overarching 
biblical narrative. While other Sunday School offerings will 
engage with the Big Read, this class will have the most explicit 
focus on our journey through the Bible.

Learn more at fpcnashville.org/BigRead


