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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (Liebster Jesu)  
Gerald Near  

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION Evelyn Watlington (8:30) 
Hart Roper (11:00)

†INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips (8:30)  
Richard Webster

God Is Never Late (11:00) 
Nathan Smith 

God is never late; his timing is perfect. Though it’s hard to wait, you can trust in his care. God is always 
faithful. God is good, God is great! And God is never late. God is never late; he sees the big picture. 
We procrastinate, but God never fails. God will keep his promise. God is good, God is great! And God 
is never late. If you wait on the Lord, you will run and not be weary. If you wait on the Lord, you will 
walk and not faint. If you wait on the Lord, you will rise up, rise up and soar like an eagle. God is never 
late; his timing is perfect. Though it’s hard to wait, you can trust in his care. God is always faithful. 
God is good, God is great! And God is never late. God is always faithful. God is good, God is great! 
And God is never late.

CALL TO WORSHIP     Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
  Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00)

Pastor:  Let every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, say,

All:   To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!

Pastor: O magnify the Lord with me.
All: Let us exalt God’s name together!

*†OPENING HYMN  268 Crown Him with Many Crowns  
Diademata

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Liam Burton (8:30)   
Campbell Grace Ward (11:00)

OCTOBER 10,  2021  20th Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Make the Book live to me, O Lord. Show me Thyself within Thy Word. Show me myself and show me 
my Savior, and make the Book live to me. Amen.

—Hudson Pope



FIRST LESSON  | Psalm 51:1–12  Kaiser Martin (8:30)   
Lock Ross (11:00)

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 
my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 5 Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward 
being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 9 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all. We confess 
that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone along with 
the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be 
your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is 
head of the Church, his body. In his name we pray, Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE To God Be the Glory  
Crosby | Doane

To God be the glory; great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory: great things he has done! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡ BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (8:30)    Bill Oldacre, Assisting Elder   

PRESENTATION OF CHILD   

Jake and Alison Griffin are presenting their daughter, Ann Moon Griffin, for baptism.   

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS   

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

THE BAPTISM

Children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 803 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need  
Resignation

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | 1 Samuel 16:1–13

1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will 
kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’  
3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him 
whom I declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lord ҆s anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: 
man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said 
to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 
And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the 
Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel 
rose up and went to Ramah. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON                       The True King Dr. Ryan Moore
  Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart. —1 Samuel 16:7

OFFERTORY    Behold, How Good (from Psalm 133)
Michael John Trotta

Behold, how good, behold, how wonderful, behold, how pleasant to dwell in harmony, together as one. 
From one he made all nations to live on all the earth. In one we move and have our being, and have our life, 
our strength. Behold, how good, how wonderful, how pleasant for all of us to dwell in harmony, together all 
as one. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN 611  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  
Hymn to Joy 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Amen (8:30)    
Charles V. Stanford

Tutakwenda (11:00)   
Will Lopes 

Tutakwenda na Amani kwasababu yeye yu na upande wetu.  
Translation: We will go in peace because he is by our side.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY How Firm a Foundation  
Jean Langlais

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 



COVID-19 POLICY UPDATE

As you may know, the greater Nashville area is currently experiencing high case counts of 
COVID-19. To protect our congregation and mitigate spread in our community, the Session 
Coordinating Council has decided to update our policies and temporarily return to Step 3C of 
our COVID Response Plan. Step 3C includes the following guidelines for all church activities on 
campus. We will evaluate this policy in 30 days.
• Masks: Required indoors. Not required outdoors.
• 9:45 Education Hour and Small Groups: Available in person and online. 
• Nursery: Open Sundays at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. Registration required.
• Meals: Permitted indoors for ages 12+, permitted outdoors for children under age 12. 
• Events: All events will continue as scheduled. Modifications may be made to location.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement   
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Emily Kent – Soprano 
Livi Cox, Cate Welch – Beadles  
David Mapangala, Ben Fleming – Crucifers 
Oak Hill School Singers, Jerry Monds – Director

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Betsy Nesbitt Krebs and her father, Dr. Tom 
Nesbitt, by their family.

MUSIC NOTES
Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier from Choraleworks Set II #AE084.4 (c) 1995 Aureole editions, and transferred 2016 to Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a 
division of MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 

How Firm a Foundation - Jean Langlais #7184527 (Foundation, from American Folk-Hymn Settings for Organ), © 1986 HT FitzSimons Company. For use 
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI Streaming License # 20064814 

God Is Never Late by Nathan Smith © 2015 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-#714895 

Behold, How Good - Michael John Trotta Words and Music - © 2014 MorningStar Music Publishers / Birnamwood Publications All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License A-#714895 

Tutakwenda (We Will Go) - Will Lopes © 2016 Hal Leonard LLC. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1121456 

COVER IMAGE
Andrea Vicentino, King Solomon Beholds the Ark of the Covenant Being Brought to the Temple, 1604, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

SYMPATHIES 

We extend our condolences to the family and friends of Bruce Duane Sullivan.



Oak Hill Sunday — Each year in October, First Presbyterian Church celebrates its long-standing partnership 
with the Oak Hill School, welcoming current students to participate in worship, recognizing students and 
alumni, and singing together the school’s official hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” Oak Hill School was 
founded in 1961 as an outreach of First Presbyterian Church, sharing both its campus and its commitment to 
Christian formation, learning, and service. 
Pastor Appreciation Day — Today is Pastor Appreciation Day, and the Congregational Care Committee 
has proposed that as a congregation we show our appreciation for the tremendous work that all of our pastors 
have done during the pandemic. To this end, the Session drafted a Resolution for Appreciation, the full text of 
which can be seen at linktr.ee/fpcnashville. Please continue to support our pastors by your prayers and words 
of encouragement—either in person or in writing.
October 12:20 Concerts | October 10 & 31 | 12:20 p.m. | Sanctuary — McKenzie Garey and Peter Rogahn 
will kick off FPC’s 2021–22 Concert Series with two 12:20 recitals this October. Following the 11:00 worship 
service today, McKenzie Garey will sing a 20-minute program with Peter Rogahn accompanying, featuring 
works by Mendelssohn, Debussy, Rimsky-Korsakov, and Tom Cipullo. McKenzie is studying at the Eastman 
School of Music for a bachelor of music degree in vocal performance. On October 31, Peter Rogahn will 
present a 30-minute organ recital following worship. 
FPC Begins 20th Habitat Build This Fall — There are 20 volunteer openings each on October 16, 17, 23, 
and 24. No prior experience is necessary, and volunteers aged 16–17 may participate with adult supervision. 
This year’s build will be at a townhome complex—the Sherwood Commons—and all work will be done with 
COVID precautions in mind. We also hope to roll out the FPC grill to provide lunch. 
All Saints Service and Lunch | November 1 | 12:00 p.m. | Sanctuary — At noon on All Saints Day, 
Monday, November 1, the church will offer a worship service with a time to remember and give thanks for the 
lives and Christian faith of those we have lost, both during the pandemic and since Easter 2019, when we last 
recognized loved ones in worship. All who wish to attend are encouraged to do so. A light lunch (donation-
based) will follow in Courtenay Hall; if you plan to eat with us, please contact Sabrina Vlahos (svlahos@
fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9509).
Presbyterian Women Fall Bible Study — Come be a part of the Presbyterian Women Fall Bible Study 
by registering for a circle. Women of all ages and stages are welcome. To register, go to fpcnashville.org/
congregation/presbyterian-women. You can also call the FPC hospitality desk for assistance in registering.
Room in the Inn Returns in November — Every year from November through March, First Presbyterian 
Church houses homeless men through Room in the Inn. There are a 
number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, 
van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch donors, and laundry volunteers. 
RITI guests have received their COVID vaccine. Sign up to volunteer at 
fpcnashville.org or contact missions@fpcnashville.org 

2022 Stewardship/Generosity Campaign — In the coming days, you 
may receive a 2022 Stewardship/Generosity packet in the mail. To make 
a pledge for 2022, complete the enclosed card and mail it to the church. 
You can also pledge online at fpcnashville.org/2022-generosity/. Thank 
you for prayerfully considering your financial support of the church.

N E WS & E VENTS  V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

FPC FALL FESTIVAL
October 24 | 3:00–5:00 p.m. | Front Porch & Lawn

Join us for fun, fellowship, trunk or treating, and more on Sunday afternoon, 
October 24, when FPC will host its second annual Fall Fest. The FPC grill 
will be there with hamburgers and hot dogs, along with games and goodies. 



OCTOBER 10, 17, 24 | 4:30 P.M. |  SANCTUARY FRONT PORCH
Worship on the Porch is back this October, meeting at 4:30 p.m. on October 10, 17, and as 
part of FPC’s Fall Fest on the 24th. In the event of inclement weather, the service will be 
canceled.

NURSERY CARE AND YOUNG CHILDREN & WORSHIP 
Nursery care for children 6 weeks to 3 years old is available for the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, and during the education 
hour. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup for nursery care is located in the interior 
parking lot by the Gathering Place. 
Young Children & Worship will meet in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents will pick up their child after worship at the 
door to Grundy Hall. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Most Sunday School classes this fall will be informed by the Big Read. Find a listing of all classes below. For more 
information, visit fpcnashville.org or contact Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff, Associate Pastor for Discipleship and Engagement (sbird@
fpcnashville.org).
Big Read Forum | Courtenay Hall | Led by Dr. Stuart Gordon and others 
Coffee and Bible Class | Memorial Library | Led by class members 
Cornerstone Class | Vance Hall | Led by a teaching team
Discipleship Class | Witherspoon Room | Led by David Goodcase, Charlie Bryan Sr., and Jim Cawood 
Enneagram Class – not meeting this week
Family Fellowship Class | Session Room | Led by Dr. Ryan Moore
Good News Class | Room L-207 | Led by Rev. John Musgrave
June Ramsey Class | Virtual | Led by guest speakers, coordinated by Scott Pearson
Young Adults Class | Bryant Conference Room | Led by Lipscomb Davis

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION HOUR
Bible Time for for 4–6-year-olds | Check-in and pickup at Grundy Hall 
Sunday Breakfast Club for ages 7+ | Check-in and pickup in the Enrichment Center 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School meets weekly at 9:40 a.m. in the Gathering Place. Youth will start together every week for announcements, a 
group game, worship, and testimony before they split into grade-level classes.

SUN DAYS AT FPC

The Big Read is a 90-day, all-church reading of the Bible. While most of us are familiar with individual 
stories from Scripture, the Big Read seeks to move us beyond that, to develop a sense of the Bible’s 
overarching narrative—a single story of salvation, from Old Testament to New, held together by a 
faithful God and pointing to Jesus Christ. This is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in God’s story, 
to find ourselves in it, and to see the world with new clarity.  Learn more at fpcnashville.org/BigRead.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect 
Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate.


