
For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.

1ST  SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 28, 2021

 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

“Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”

M A T T H E W  2 : 2



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (Savior of the Nations, Come)  
Johann Sebastian Bach 

WELCOME 

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE OF ADVENT Higgins Family (8:30) 
Booker Family (11:00) 

Reader 1:  In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep. 

Reader 2: A wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
Reader 1: And there was light. And God saw that the light was good. 
Reader 2:  God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
Reader 1: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Reader 2:  As we enter this season of Advent, may the love of God the Father, and the grace of Jesus the 

Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with us all. 
All: Amen!

†INTROIT Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
Woodlands

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.  

 *CALL TO WORSHIP   Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Rev. Adam DeVries (11:00)

Pastor: The mighty God summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.  
All: Our God comes and will not be silent. God calls, and we respond to his love.  
Pastor: The heavens declare God’s righteousness.  
All:   We tell out God’s glories!  
Pastor: Offer up to God your thanksgiving.  
All: And our God will hear us, save us, and stay with us forever.   
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

This is what it means to prepare for Advent. Jesus says, “Be ready for action, and have your lamps 
lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet…blessed 
is the slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives” (Luke 12:35–48). Here Jesus is 
speaking of his disciples and their preparation for his coming. Take note that God’s kingdom is 
not formed by any human discovery or intention, however daring and noble, but by the coming of 
Christ. Our faith, our ardor, must be for this coming. Otherwise, it would be better to put aside 
our meditations on Advent. The reign of God is a marvelous thing. To worldly wisdom God’s 
kingdom seems like foolishness, and yet it gives shape to the whole world, the whole creation, 
making it God’s eternal coming. 

—Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt



*†OPENING HYMN 93  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
Truro

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Austin McMullen (8:30)  
Ellie Billington (11:00)

FIRST LESSON  | Philippians 1:3–11 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure 
of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is 
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my 
witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, 
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, you who shaped out of nothing all that is, forgive us for returning empty-handed. You 
who called forth light, forgive our preference for the dark! You who sent John to be a voice crying, 
forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all! Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE   Angels We Have Heard on High  
Gloria 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!   
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES Rev. Joshua Rodriguez

Children who are age 4, 5, or 6 (not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 92   While We Are Waiting, Come  
Waiting

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  | Luke 24:13–27

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,  
14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as 
the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                   Walking with God Dr. Ryan Moore
But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. —Luke 24:16

OFFERTORY Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain 
Carolyn Jennings

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tidings proclaim to the world, lift up your voice, shout 
the good news: Behold, your Lord comes to you. He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will carry the 
lambs in his arms, he will ever keep them safe from harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you. He who made 
the stars in the heaven, he who fashioned the earth and the sea, from time eternal he was God, the Alpha 
and Omega, he. Behold, your Lord! He will come in power and glory, he will rule with mercy and truth, 
hope of all the nations, light of all the world. He will love the little children, he will hold them in his arms. 
Love and trust him as a child. Behold, your Lord comes to you. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
All: We lift them up to the Lord.  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

COMMUNION ANTHEM    Psalm 23 
Calvin Hampton

My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name; in pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the 
living stream. He brings my wand’ring spirit back, when I forsake his ways, and leads me for his mercy’s 
sake in paths of truth and grace. When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay; one 
word of thy supporting breath drives all my fears away. Thy hand, in sight of all my foes doth still my table 
spread; my cup with blessings overflows, thy oil anoints my head. The sure provisions of my God attend me 
all my days; O may thy house be my abode and all thy works my praise. There would I find a settled rest, 
while others go and come; no more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN 82   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
Hyfrydol

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

CHORAL RESPONSE  O Little Town of Bethlehem  
St. Louis 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his 
heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the 
dear Christ enters in. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
Ralph Vaughan Williams

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Claire Paschal – Soprano 
Ryan Bede – Baritone 
Chris Simonsen – Baritone 
Jake, Ashley, Mia & Molly Higgins; Ray, Tammy & William Booker – Lighting the Advent Wreath

MUSIC NOTES
Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord CCLI Song # 2402653 Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing 
Company For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456

While We Are Waiting, Come CCLI Song # 27525 Claire Cloninger | Don Cason © 1986 Curb Word Music (Admin.  by WC Music Corp.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456

Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain #27100 Words and Music: Carolyn Jennings Text: © 1981, Neil A. Kjos Music Company All 
rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 

COVER IMAGE
Edward Burne-Jones, The Adoration of the Magi, 1904, tapestry, Orsay Museum, Paris.

YOUNG CHILDREN & WORSHIP 
Young Children & Worship will meet in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents will pick up their child 
after worship at the door to Grundy Hall. 

NURSERY CARE
Nursery care for children 6 months to 3 years old is available for the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, and 
during the education hour. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Pickup 
for nursery care is located in the interior parking lot by the Gathering Place.

WELCOME

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. 
Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We 
are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a 
church home, we would love to welcome you! 
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Lounge between services for coffee and doughnuts.
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for the app 
to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open the app 
and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?

We are delighted you have chosen to join us in worship. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, 
fill out the Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate.



C O M E and W O R S H I P

Advent
Advent Vespers | November 28, December 12 & 19 | 5:30 p.m. | Stanford Chapel — Rev. Josh Rodriguez will lead 
an informal evening worship service, rooted in the Reformed tradition, with music for Advent led by Rachel Warchol.
Service of Hope | December 5 | 12:15 p.m. | Stanford Chapel — If you or a loved one is going through a challenging 
time, join us for prayer, Scripture, Communion, and lighting candles of hope. Hosted by our Stephen Ministry. All are 
welcome to come and find comfort. 
Christmas Music Sunday | December 19 | 8:00, 9:30 (livestreamed), and 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — Worship will 
feature brass, strings, and percussion, beloved carols of the season, and festive choral music. Because there are three 
worship services that morning, there will be no education hour programming. Coffee and donuts will be available in 
Courtenay Hall.  

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Communion | December 24 | 3:00 p.m. | Sanctuary  — This quiet, traditional service will include the 
lighting of the Advent wreath and a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
Journey to Bethlehem Pageant | December 24 |5:00 p.m. (livestreamed) | Sanctuary — A lively pageant will be led 
by our children at this year’s 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Join shepherds, angels, wise men, and more on a Journey 
to Bethlehem. 
Lessons and Carols | December 24 | 8:00 (livestreamed) and 11:00 p.m. | Sanctuary  — This beloved service features 
Scripture readings that recount salvation history, with hymns and choral anthems sung in response. Communion will be 
celebrated at the 11:00 p.m. service. Both services culminate in the candlelit singing of “Silent Night.” 

Christmastide
Christmas Day Worship | December 25 | 10:30 a.m. | Stanford Chapel — Spend an hour worshiping the newborn 
King with your church family at this informal, relaxed service. Children are welcome to come in pajamas. 
First Sunday of Christmas | December 26 | 11:00 a.m. (livestreamed) | Sanctuary — On Sunday, December 26, 
there will be only one worship service, at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. In lieu of the education hour, join us for breakfast 
at 9:30 a.m. in Courtenay Hall.

C O M E and P R E PA R E  R O O M
Over the past several months, our community has been 
reading through the entire Bible. As we enter the final 
stretch of our 90-day journey, we see the message of Jesus 
on every page. All of Scripture has been pointing to this 
culmination: in the fullness of time, Christ has come, that 
we may experience the fullness of life (Galatians 4:5). This 
truly is good news, but a declaration of redemption may not 
be what we want to hear, as Christ’s coming disrupts our own 
lives and habits. Two years into the disruption of a global 
pandemic, we wonder: Where have we prepared room for 
Christ? This Advent season is an opportunity to make room 
for Christ—in our lives, habits, and hearts. Come worship, 
celebrate, and serve with us as we welcome the beautiful 
disruption of Christ’s birth.

A D V E N T and C H R I S T M A S  2 0 2 1



Christmas Greenery Dedication  — FPC’s Flower Ministry prepares the greenery that beautifies our Sanctuary 
during the Advent season. A flower fund has been established to provide for these decorations. During Advent, those 
who make a contribution to the flower fund may do so in memory or in honor of loved ones. These dedications will 
be printed in the December 19 bulletin. To contribute and make a dedication, fill out a paper form (available in the 
narthex) or complete one online at linktr.ee/fpcnashville. Last day to submit an Advent dedication is December 10.
Youth Grade-Level Christmas Parties | December 5 | 9:45 a.m. | Gathering Place  — Youth will join others in 
their grade level for festivities and a white elephant gift exchange during the education hour. 

First Friends Luncheon | December 8 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8 — Dr. Ryan Moore will be the 
guest speaker for this special luncheon, the first since the COVID interruption. Register online or call 615-298-9509 
by December 2. 
Presbyterian Women Christmas Gathering | December 14 | 10:00 a.m. | Sanctuary | Cost: $15 — Three women 
representing different generations at FPC will share short reflections on the theme “Finding Christ at Christmas,” 
with music by our pastors. Lunch will follow in Courtenay Hall. Please register online or call 615-383-1815. 
Young Adult Christmas Party | December 18 | 6:00 p.m. | Home of Ansley and Tyler Page — Young adults will 
gather for an ugly sweater party with white elephant gift exchange. 
College Christmas Party | December 22 | 5:00 p.m. | Home of Grace and Todd Smith — College students will 
gather for their Christmas party. 
After-Christmas Breakfast | December 26 | 9:30 a.m. | Courtenay Hall — Join us for breakfast (served by our 
pastors) on the first Sunday after Christmas. After breakfast, come and worship at the 11:00 a.m. service in the 
Sanctuary. 
Epiphany Bonfire | January 9 | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn — Join your church family for hymn singing and burning 
of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the 
end of Christmas on Twelfth Night, taking down the evergreens of the Christmas season and lighting a bonfire. The 
greenery used to decorate for Christmas has served its purpose, and the bonfire from burning it celebrates the light 
and warmth of Christ coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year.

C O M E and C E L E B R A T E

Christmas Gift Drive | Collecting gifts November 21–December 12 — This Advent, FPC will be holding a 
Christmas gift drive for children in need, infants through age 12. Collection boxes will be in the narthex and 
the lobby of the administrative wing beginning on November 21. Gifts must be returned no later than Sunday, 
December 12. 
Room In The Inn | Wednesdays through March — Every year from November through March, First 
Presbyterian Church provides shelter for men experiencing homelessness through Room In The Inn. There are a 
number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch donors, 
and laundry volunteers. All guests have received their COVID vaccine. Room In The Inn takes its name from the 
Christmas story in Luke 2, a reminder that Jesus was laid in a manger because there was no room for him in the 
inn. Participating in this ministry is a beautiful way to serve Christ in the least of his brethren (Matthew 25:40).

Please contact Annette Crout (615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org)  
with any questions about mission opportunities.

G O and S E R V E

C H R I S T M A S  C E I L I D H  A N D  T R E E  L I G H T I N G 
December 5 | 4:30 p.m. | Courtenay Hall
A ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee) is a party with music and dancing, a Scottish tradition that 
we’ll celebrate on Sunday, December 5, at 4:30 p.m. There will be food, Celtic music (including 
bagpipes), and Scottish country dancing in Courtenay Hall, followed by carol singing and the 
lighting of the Christmas tree outside the Sanctuary. The cost for dinner is donation-based; 
please register at linktr.ee/fpcnashville so that we will know how many to expect.

V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E


