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So you are no longer a slave, 
but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir through God.
G A L A T I A N S  4 : 7



ORDER OF WORSHIP

VOLUNTARY   Prelude on Forest Green 
Robert Lind

INTROIT King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
Harold and Monica Jenner

King of kings and Lord of lords, and Maker of all is he; leaving the glory of heaven he comes, incarnate 
now to be. Joyful, joyful, all you people, give the Savior praise! Welcome the newborn King with 
gladness, shouts of triumph raise! Worship now, but do not leave him out in stable bare. Give him your 
heart for home! Enthrone him, King of glory, there!

The Stars Looked Down 
Mark Schweizer

The Christ-child lay on Mary’s lap, his hair was like a light. O weary were the world, but here is all aright. 
The Christ-child lay on Mary’s breast, his hair was like a star. O stern and cunning are the kings, but here 
the true hearts are. The Christ-child lay on Mary’s heart, his hair was like a fire. O weary is the world, 
but here the world’s desire. The Christ-child stood at Mary’s knee, his hair was like a crown. And all the 
flowers looked up at him, and all the stars looked down.

WELCOME 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Holstein Family 

Reader 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Reader 2: He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him.  
Reader 1: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
Reader 2: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
Reader 1: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
All:	 	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	as	of	

a	father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.

*†CHRISTMAS PRAISE  Angels We Have Heard on High  
Gloria

Angels	we	have	heard	on	high,	singing	sweetly	through	the	night,		
and	the	mountains	in	reply	echoing	their	brave	delight.		
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

The Christian mysteries are an indivisible whole. If we become immersed in the one, we 
are led to all the others. Thus the way from Bethlehem leads inevitably to Golgotha, from 
the crib to the cross.

—Edith Stein



Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come	to	Bethlehem	and	see	him	whose	birth	the	angels	sing.		 
Come,	adore	on	bended	knee	Christ	the	Lord,	the	newborn	King.	Refrain 

The First Nowell 
The First Nowell

The	first	Noel	the	angel	did	say 
was	to	certain	poor	shepherds	in	fields	as	they	lay, 
in	fields	where	they	lay	keeping	their	sheep, 
on	a	cold	winter’s	night	that	was	so	deep.	
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
They	looked	up	and	saw	a	star 
shining	in	the	east	beyond	them	far; 
and	to	the	earth	it	gave	great	light, 
and	so	it	continued	both	day	and	night.	Refrain

Joy to the World! 
Antioch

Joy	to	the	world,	the	Lord	is	come!		 
Let	earth	receive	her	king;	let	ev’ry	heart	prepare	him	room, 
and	heav’n	and	nature	sing,	and	heav’n	and	nature	sing,		 
and	heav’n,	and	heav’n	and	nature	sing.		
He	rules	the	world	with	truth	and	grace,		 
and	makes	the	nations	prove	the	glories	of	his	righteousness,		 
and	wonders	of	his	love,	and	wonders	of	his	love,		 
and	wonders,	wonders	of	his	love.	

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Rev. Adam DeVries

FIRST LESSON  | Isaiah 52:7–10 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who 
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 The voice 
of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return 
of the Lord to Zion. 9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has 
comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all 
the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O	God,	in	the	beginning	you	spoke,	and	creation	was	born,	the	object	of	your	loving	care.	In	the	
fullness	of	time	you	spoke,	and	the	Word	became	flesh:	Jesus,	gift	of	your	love.	We	wonder	at	the	
miracle	of	creation;	we	stand	in	awe	before	the	mystery	of	the	incarnation.	Forgive	us	earthbound	
creatures	feeble	in	faith,	empty	of	hope,	lacking	in	love.	This	year	let	the	miracle	and	mystery	of	
Christmas	happen	for	us	again.	We	wait	upon	you	with	ready	hearts,	O	God,	through	Jesus	Christ,	
our	Lord.	Amen.	

A moment for silent confession.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE Joy to the World! 
Antioch

No	more	let	sins	and	sorrows	grow,	nor	thorns	infest	the	ground.		 
He	comes	to	make	his	blessings	flow		 
far	as	the	curse	is	found,	far	as	the	curse	is	found,		 
far	as,	far	as	the	curse	is	found.		

SCRIPTURE READING  | Galatians 4:4–7

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are 
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

MEDITATION          Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Nicene Creed

We	believe	in	one	God,	the	Father,	the	Almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	of	all	that	is,	seen	and	
unseen.	We	believe	in	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,	the	only	Son	of	God,	eternally	begotten	of	the	Father,	
God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,	true	God	from	true	God,	begotten,	not	made,	of	one	Being	with	
the	Father;	through	him	all	things	were	made.	For	us	and	for	our	salvation	he	came	down	from	
heaven,	was	incarnate	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	Virgin	Mary	and	became	truly	human.	For	our	
sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;	he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.	On	the	third	day	he	
rose	again	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;	he	ascended	into	heaven	and	is	seated	at	the	right	
hand	of	the	Father.	He	will	come	again	in	glory	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead,	and	his	kingdom	
will	have	no	end.		We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	life,	who	proceeds	from	the	
Father	and	the	Son,	who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	glorified,	who	has	spoken	
through	the	prophets.	We	believe	in	one	holy	catholic	and	apostolic	church.	We	acknowledge	one	
baptism	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	We	look	for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,	and	the	life	of	the	world	
to	come.	Amen.

OFFERTORY    Sweet Little Jesus Boy 
Robert MacGimsey  

Sweet little Jesus boy, they made you be born in a manger. Sweet little Holy Child, didn’t know who you 
were. Didn’t know you’d come to save us, Lord; to take our sins away. Our eyes were blind, we couldn’t 
see, we didn’t know who you were. Long time ago, you were born, born in a manger low. The world treats 
you mean, Lord, treats me mean too, but that’s how things are down here. We don’t know who you are. 
You have told us how. We are trying. You have shown us how, even when you were dying. Just seems like 
we can’t do right—look how we treated you. But please, sir, forgive us, Lord; we didn’t know ’twas you. 
Sweet little Jesus boy, born long time ago. Sweet little Holy Child, we didn’t know who you were.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting give to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS   Dr. Sandra Randleman

Pastor:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia! 
All:		 Shout	to	the	Lord,	all	the	earth.	Alleluia!	
Pastor:   O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, sustaining the universe: Renew our 

lives by your presence. 
All:		 Lord,	have	mercy.	
Pastor:   O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the liberation of all creation: Release all 

into your promised freedom. 
All:		 Lord,	have	mercy.	
Pastor:   O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a stable at Bethlehem: May your church 

be a sign of hope and joy. 
All:		 Lord,	have	mercy.	
Pastor:   O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of their expectations: Fulfill 

our desires in you.
All:		 Lord,	have	mercy.	
Pastor:   O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, mighty God of all ages, Prince 

of Peace: May the whole world live in peace and justice.  
All:		 Lord,	have	mercy.	

A moment for silent prayer.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	thy	name.	Thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	on	
earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	forgive	our	
debtors;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	
power	and	the	glory,	forever.	Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
In Dulci Jubilo 

Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice	with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;	 
give	ye	heed	to	what	we	say:	Jesus	Christ	was	born	today.	 
Ox	and	ass	before	him	bow,	and	he	is	in	the	manger	now.	 
Christ	is	born	today!	Christ	is	born	today!	

Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice	with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;	 
now	ye	hear	of	endless	bliss:	Jesus	Christ	was	born	for	this!	 
He	has	opened	heaven’s	door,	and	we	are	blest	forevermore.	 
Christ	was	born	for	this!	Christ	was	born	for	this!	

Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice	with	heart	and	soul	and	voice;	 
now	ye	need	not	fear	the	grave:	Jesus	Christ	was	born	to	save!	 
Calls	you	one	and	calls	you	all	to	gain	his	everlasting	hall.	 
Christ	was	born	to	save!	Christ	was	born	to	save!

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Chorale Fantasia on In dulci jubilo
J.S. Bach

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 



WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today. Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 
Hearing	Assistance	App	Directions:	Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the 
WaveCAST app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and 
adjust the volume to your preference.
To	livestream	worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled with uncertainty. As a church family, we have 
seen with new clarity how essential it is for us to gather for worship, fellowship, and study. If you 
are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the 
life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill 
out the Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

INQUIRERS CLASS
The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, Feburary 12, from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership 
at First Presbyterian, reach out to Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (sbird@fpcnashville.org).

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Kevin Salter – Tenor  
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Sarah, Chris & Miller Holstein

MUSIC NOTES
Prelude on Forest Green by Robert Lind copyright 2008 Paraclete Press. Used by permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.

King of Kings and Lord of Lords by Harold and Monica Jenner (Church Hymnary 3rd edition, Oxford University Press, 1973). Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.

The Stars Looked Down by Mark Schweizer copyright 2013, used with permission by St. James Music Press, license No. #1737.

Sweet Little Jesus Boy by Robert MacGimsey copyright 1934 Carl Fischer Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.
net License #A-714895.

COVER IMAGE
Edward Burne-Jones, The Adoration of the Magi, 1904, tapestry, Orsay Museum, Paris.



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Guest	Preacher	Rev.	Dr.	Mark	Mueller	|	January	2	|	8:30	and	11:00	a.m.	|	Jones	Session	Room	— Rev. 
Dr. Mark Mueller, Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation, will be our guest preacher. He will also 
speak during the education hour in the Session Room (Family Fellowship Class hosting).  
Pastor	Panel	|	January	9	|	10:00	a.m.	|	Sanctuary — Join our pastors in the Sanctuary between worship 
services as they discuss the highlights of the Big Read and introduce our winter study, “Turning Points,” in 
which we will explore the story of the early church and how it impacts the church today. 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNTIES 
Grief	Support	Group	|	Sundays	|	January	16–February	6	|	3:00	p.m.	—  Anyone experiencing loss is 
welcome to join a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00–4:30 p.m., January 16 through February 6, 
with the option of participating in person or remotely through Zoom. The group will focus on understanding 
the stages and feelings of grief, as well as how prayer can help us in seeking the comfort of God. For more 
information, please contact Dr. Sandra Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.
Marriage	Beginnings	Class	|	Sundays	|	January	30–March	6	— Marriage is a gift from God, and 
preparing for this relationship—before and after the ceremony—is vital. We encourage engaged and newly 
married couples to join us for Marriage Beginnings, a six-week class being offered this winter. This seminar 
will address the biblical meaning of marriage, explore common issues that couples face, and provide vital 
tools to help navigate your relationship. It will be taught by pastors, church members, and family counseling 
professionals. Whether you are in the first years of marriage, engaged, or thinking about getting married, 
please join us as we work toward glorifying our Lord in the way we love our spouses. Contact Rev. Josh 
Rodriguez at jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org to sign up.
Tuesday	Morning	Men’s	Bible	Study	— All men are invited to join the Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study, 
which meets every Tuesday morning from 7:15 until 8:00 a.m. Participants can meet either in person in Vance 
Hall or via Zoom. The Men’s Bible Study is a warm and welcoming community currently studying 2 Samuel. 
For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.

YOUTH
Ski	Trip	|	January	21–23 — Students in grades 7–12 are invited join us for a ski trip to Perfect North Slopes 
in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, outside of Cincinnati. Registration closes January 9. Contact youth@fpcnashville.
org for more information.
Passages	Retreat	for	11th-Graders	and	Their	Parents	|	February	12–13	— The Passages Retreat, for 
families with 11th-graders, provides a time for mothers and daughters and fathers and sons to spend time 
together. The retreat for moms and daughters is led by Ashley Higgins; dads and sons will be led by Scott 
Hearon. Contact youth@fpcnashville.org for more information about this decade-long tradition.

MISSIONS 
Room	In	The	Inn	|	Wednesdays	through	March	— Every year from November through March, First 
Presbyterian Church provides shelter for men experiencing homelessness through Room In The Inn. There are 
a number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch 
donors, and laundry volunteers. Contact Annette Crout (615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org)  
with any questions.

STEWARDSHIP AND GENEROSITY
2021	Year-End	Giving — As 2021 draws to a close, you may wish to make a tax-deductible year-end 
contribution to First Presbyterian Church. We have a larger-than-normal budget gap for 2021, so contributions 
are vital, especially because the majority of funds collected will used to fulfill our mission commitments. 
During the final week of the year, the church office will be open all day Monday through Wednesday, 
December 27–29, and until noon on Thursday, December 30. All gifts must be made to the church by 
December 31. (If you have not yet made your 2022 pledge/estimate of giving, please do that by the end of the 
year as well.) Thank you for your generous support of FPC.

LOOKING AHEAD
February	13	—	Annual	Congregational	Meeting	and	Celebration	(New!)	| 9:45 a.m. | Courtenay Hall



C O M E and P R E PA R E  R O O M
Over the past several months, our community has been reading through the entire Bible. In this 
process, we have seen the message of Jesus on every page. All of Scripture has been pointing to 
this culmination: in the fullness of time, Christ has come, that we may experience the fullness of 
life (Galatians 4:5). This truly is good news, but a declaration of redemption may not be what we 
want to hear, as Christ’s coming disrupts our own lives and habits. Two years into the disruption 
of a global pandemic, we wonder: Where have we prepared room for Christ? This Christmas 
season is an opportunity to make room for Christ—in our lives, habits, and hearts. Come worship, 
celebrate, and serve with us as we welcome the beautiful disruption of Christ’s birth.

Christmas Day Worship 
Saturday,	December	25 

10:30	a.m.	|	Stanford	Chapel	 
Spend an hour worshiping the newborn King with your church family at this 

informal, relaxed service. Children are welcome to come in pajamas. 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Sunday,	December	26 

	11:00	a.m.	(livestreamed)	|	Sanctuary	 
On Sunday, December 26, there will be only one worship service, at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary. Please note that the breakfast planned for 9:30 a.m. has been canceled.

Epiphany Bonfire 
Sunday,	January	9	|	3:00	p.m.	|	South	Lawn 

Join your church family for singing and burning of the greens at our third annual 
Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the end 

of Christmas by taking down the evergreens of the season and burning them—a 
symbol of the light and warmth of Christ coming into the world on one of the 

darkest nights of the year.

C H R I S T M A S T I D E


