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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (In dulci jubilo) 
Johann Michael Bach 

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP   

Pastor:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.
All:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host.
Pastor:  Praise the Lord from the earth, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven.
All:  Let us all praise the Lord!

*†OPENING HYMN 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Adeste Fidelis

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Bill Caruso 

FIRST LESSON | Philippians 2:1–11   

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Adam DeVries 

DECEM BER 26 ,  2021  1st Sunday of Christmas

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Hope in gospel faith is not just a vague feeling that things will work out, for it is evident that things 
will not just work out. Rather, hope is the conviction, against a great deal of data, that God is 

tenacious and persistent in overcoming the deathliness of the world, that God intends joy and peace. 
Christians find compelling evidence, in the story of Jesus, that Jesus, with great persistence and 

great vulnerability, everywhere he went, turned the enmity of society into a new possibility, turned 
the sadness of the world toward joy, introduced a new regime where the dead are raised, the lost are 

found, and the displaced are brought home again.  
—Walter Brueggemann, A Gospel of Hope



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive 
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a 
consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in 
which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE Joy to the World  
Antioch

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.  
He comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  
far as, far as the curse is found.  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Dr. Ryan Moore

HYMN OF PREPARATION 110 Love Has Come 
Bring a Torch

SCRIPTURE READING | Luke 2:22–38 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in 
the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him 
up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his 
father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 



his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 
be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as 
a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer 
night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all 
who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                What Difference Does It Make? Dr. Sandra Randleman

OFFERTORY  The Virgin’s Slumber Song
Max Reger

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus child, while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm 
and mild. And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! Happy is 
thy laughter, holy is thy silent rest, lay thy head in slumber, fondly on thy Mother’s breast! Ah, baby, dear 
one, slumber now!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Stuart Gordon

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Mendelssohn

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (In dulci jubilo) 
Johann Sebastian Bach 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions 
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist  
Sara Crigger – Alto

COVER IMAGE
Lattanzio Gambara, Jesus in the Temple, 16th century, fresco, Church of the Most Holy Body of Christ, Brescia, Italy, photographed by 
Renáta Sedmáková.



2021 Year-End Giving — As 2021 draws to a close, you may wish to make a tax-deductible year-end 
contribution to First Presbyterian Church. We have a larger-than-normal budget gap for 2021, so contributions 
are vital, especially because the majority of funds collected will used to fulfill our mission commitments. 
During the final week of the year, the church office will be open all day Monday through Wednesday, 
December 27–29, and until noon on Thursday, December 30, if you would like to drop your gift at church or 
if you have any questions. All gifts must be made to the church by December 31. 
2022 Campaign Progress — Thus far, we have received 434 pledges for 2022. This 
represents $3,349,647, or 80 percent of our goal of $4,180,000. If you have not yet submitted 
your 2022 pledge (also known as an estimate of giving), please do so by December 31, 2021. 
Timely pledges ensure that we are able to plan our spending for 2022 as the new fiscal year 
begins. To submit a pledge, find a pledge card in the narthex or pledge online by scanning the 
code to the right. Thank you for prayerfully considering your financial support of the church.

NEW DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
The Search Committee for the Director of Ministry with Children & Their Families is pleased to 
announce that Mallory Hammond has accepted the offer to lead our Children’s Ministry. Mallory 
has led children’s ministry programs since 2012 at Presbyterian churches in both New York City and 
Nashville. She grew up in Birmingham, Alabama, graduated from Auburn University, and worked 
as a touring professional actor before settling in New York City, where she worked at Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church with community groups and the kids’ ministry. Mallory dreams of seeing 
children come to know that they are truly needed and that they deeply belong in the local church and 
in God’s kingdom. She is completing her final semester to earn a master of arts in applied ministry 
from Covenant Theological Seminary. Mallory has begun working part-time, learning all she can 
from Deb O’Brien’s faithful service here; her full-time position begins January 1.
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N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller | January 2 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. | Jones Session Room — Rev. 
Dr. Mark Mueller, Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation, will be our guest preacher. He will also 
speak during the education hour in the Session Room (Family Fellowship Class hosting).  
Pastor Panel | January 9 | 10:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — Join our pastors in the Sanctuary between worship 
services as they discuss the highlights of the Big Read and introduce our winter study, “Turning Points,” in 
which we will explore the story of the early church and how it impacts the church today. 
Epiphany Bonfire | January 9 | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn —  Join your church family for singing and burning 
of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate 
the end of Christmas by taking down the evergreens of the season and burning them—a symbol of the light 
and warmth of Christ coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNTIES 
Grief Support Group | Sundays | January 16–February 6 | 3:00 p.m. —  Anyone experiencing loss is 
welcome to join a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00–4:30 p.m., January 16 through February 6, 
with the option of participating in person or remotely through Zoom. The group will focus on understanding 
the stages and feelings of grief, and explore how prayer can help us in seeking the comfort of God. The psalms 
of lament will provide a model for our study of prayer. For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra 
Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.
Marriage Beginnings Class | Sundays | January 30–March 6 — Marriage is a gift from God, and 
preparing for this relationship—before and after the ceremony—is vital. We encourage engaged and newly 
married couples to join us for Marriage Beginnings, a six-week class being offered this winter. This seminar 
will address the biblical meaning of marriage, explore common issues that couples face, and provide vital 
tools to help navigate your relationship. It will be taught by pastors, church members, and family counseling 
professionals. Whether you are in the first years of marriage, engaged, or thinking about getting married, 
please join us as we work toward glorifying our Lord in the way we love our spouses. Contact Rev. Josh 
Rodriguez at jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org to sign up.
Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study — All men are invited to join the Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study, 
which meets every Tuesday morning from 7:15 until 8:00 a.m. Participants can meet either in person in Vance 
Hall or via Zoom. The Men’s Bible Study is a warm and welcoming community currently studying 2 Samuel. 
For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-
9502.

YOUTH
Ski Trip | January 21–23 — Students in grades 7–12 are invited join us for a ski trip to Perfect North Slopes 
in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, outside of Cincinnati. Registration closes January 9. Contact youth@fpcnashville.
org for more information.
Passages Retreat for 11th-Graders and Their Parents | February 12–13 — The Passages Retreat, for 
families with 11th-graders, provides an opportunity for mothers and daughters and fathers and sons to spend 
time together. The retreat for moms and daughters is led by Ashley Higgins; dads and sons will be led by Scott 
Hearon. Contact youth@fpcnashville.org for more information about this decade-long tradition.

MISSIONS 
Room In The Inn | Wednesdays through March — Every year from November through March, First 
Presbyterian Church provides shelter for men experiencing homelessness through Room In The Inn. There are 
a number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch 
donors, and laundry volunteers. Contact Annette Crout (615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org)  
with any questions.

LOOKING AHEAD
February 13 — Annual Congregational Meeting and Celebration (New!) | 9:45 a.m. | Courtenay Hall



WELCOM E

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. 
Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are 
rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church 
home, we would love to welcome you! 
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for the app 
to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open the app 
and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Young Children & Worship meets in room CW-110 in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents pick up at the 
door of CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children 6 months to 3 years old is available for the 11:00 
a.m. service. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Check-in and pickup for 
nursery care are both located at the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and Infant Quiet 
Room is located in the Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled with uncertainty. As a church family, we have seen with 
new clarity how essential it is for us to gather for worship, fellowship, and study. If you are new to our 
community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church.Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

INQUIRERS CLASS
The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, Feburary 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, 
reach out to Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (sbird@fpcnashville.org).

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email. To subscribe, email 
communications@fpcnashville.org.


