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For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  In dulci jubilo 
Johann Michael Bach 

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Ryan Moore 

Pastor: The people walking in darkness have seen a geat light; 
All: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
Pastor: Jesus Christ is our life and light. 
All: In his name and in his power, let us worship God! 

*†OPENING HYMN 143  Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Regent Square

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Baker and Berkey Schwarz (8:30)   
Anna Kate Lowry (11:00)

FIRST LESSON | Psalm 98   

1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have 
worked salvation for him. 2 The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in 
the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the 
sound of melody! 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 
let the hills sing for joy together 9 before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world 
with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
Dr. Stuart Gordon (11:00) 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

Jesus’ life began in a stable and ended on the cross between two criminals. The Apostle Paul said he 
wanted to proclaim nothing but this crucified Christ. We, too, have nothing but this crucified Christ. 
We must ask ourselves again and again: Are we willing to go his way, from the stable to the cross? 

—J. Heinrich Arnold



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy God, you sent a star to guide the Magi to the child Jesus. We confess that we have not followed 
the light of your Word. We have not searched for signs of your love in the world or trusted your good 
news to be good. We have failed to praise your Son’s birth and refused his peace on earth. We have 
expected little and hoped for less. Forgive our doubt and renew in us all right desires, that we may 
watch and wait and once more hear the glad story of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Angels We Have Heard on High  
Gloria 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!   
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff

During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, children who are age 4, 5, or 6  
(not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 144 In the Bleak Midwinter 
Cranham

SCRIPTURE READING | Ephesians 1:3–14 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which 
he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him 
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to 



the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                     Blessed to be a Blessing Dr. Mark Mueller

OFFERTORY  My Lord Has Come 
Will Todd

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels; no place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 
Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in Heaven; no place for them but a stable. My Lord has 
come. His love will hold me, his love will cherish me, love will cradle me. Lead me to see him, sages and 
shepherds and angels; no place for me but a stable. My Lord has come. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (8:30) 
Rev. Adam DeVries (11:00)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 147  The First Nowell 
The First Nowell 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ 
is born! Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that blessed 
Christmas morn.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Swiss Noel 
Louis-Claude D’Aquin

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



GUEST PREACHER MARK MUELLER
Our guest preacher today is Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller, Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation.
After working for ten years as a teacher and school administrator, Mark heard God’s call to pastoral 
ministry, and he served congregations for 23 years. Mark earned an MEd at BYU, an MDiv at Louisville 
Theological Seminary, and a DMin at Columbia Theological Seminary with an emphasis on evangelism 
and new church development. Mark and his wife, Rev. Dr. Toby Mueller, have two married daughters and 
four grandchildren.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God in celebration of the wedding of Madding McFadden 
and Brooks Hudson.

MUSIC NOTES
 My Lord Has Come by Will Todd © Oxford University Press 2011. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #714895

COVER IMAGE
Manuscript leaf with the opening of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians, ca. 1300, tempera and gold on parchment, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York.



2022 Campaign Progress —We are still working to meet our stewardship goal for 2022. 
Thus far, we have received 434 pledges, which represent $3,349,647, or 80 percent of our goal 
of $4,180,000. If you have not yet submitted your 2022 pledge (also known as an estimate of 
giving), please note that the deadline for doing so has been extended to January 31. Timely 
pledges ensure that we can plan our spending in this new fiscal year. To submit an estimate 
of giving, find a pledge card in the narthex or scan the code to the right. Thank you for 
prayerfully considering your financial support of the church.

NEW DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
The Search Committee for the Director of Ministry with Children & Their Families is pleased to 
announce that Mallory Hammond has accepted the offer to lead our Children’s Ministry. Mallory 
has led children’s ministry programs since 2012 at Presbyterian churches in both New York City and 
Nashville. She grew up in Birmingham, Alabama, graduated from Auburn University, and worked 
as a touring professional actor before settling in New York City, where she worked at Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church with community groups and the kids’ ministry. Mallory dreams of seeing 
children come to know that they are truly needed and that they deeply belong in the local church and 
in God’s kingdom. She is completing her final semester to earn a master of arts in applied ministry 
from Covenant Theological Seminary. Mallory has begun working part-time, learning all she can 
from Deb O’Brien’s faithful service here; her full-time position begins January 1.

STE WARDSH IP  AN D G EN EROSIT Y



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Education Hour Today — This Sunday, the Family Fellowship Class will welcome a guest speaker, Dr. 
Mark Mueller, Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation, in the Session Room. The Logos Class will 
be meeting in the Chapel, the Good News Class will meet in L-207, and the Discipleship Class will meet in 
the Witherspoon Room. No other adult Sunday School classes will gather, but all are welcome to come to the 
Session Room to hear our guest speaker.
Pastor Panel | January 9 | 10:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — Join our pastors in the Sanctuary between worship 
services on January 9 as they discuss the highlights of the Big Read and introduce our winter study, “Turning 
Points,” in which we will explore the story of the early church and how it impacts the church today. 
Epiphany Bonfire | January 9 | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn —  Join your church family for singing and burning 
of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate 
the end of Christmas by taking down the evergreens of the season and burning them—a symbol of the light 
and warmth of Christ coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNTIES 
Grief Support Group | Sundays | January 16–February 6 | 3:00 p.m. —  Anyone experiencing loss is 
welcome to join a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00–4:30 p.m., January 16 through February 6, 
with the option of participating in person or remotely through Zoom. The group will focus on understanding 
the stages and feelings of grief, as well as how prayer can help us in seeking the comfort of God. The psalms 
of lament will provide a model for our study of prayer. For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra 
Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.
Marriage Beginnings Class | Sundays | January 30–March 6 — Marriage is a gift from God, and 
preparing for this relationship—before and after the ceremony—is vital. We encourage engaged and newly 
married couples to join us for Marriage Beginnings, a six-week class being offered this winter. This seminar 
will address the biblical meaning of marriage, explore common issues that couples face, and provide vital 
tools to help navigate your relationship. It will be taught by pastors, church members, and family counseling 
professionals. Whether you are in the first years of marriage, engaged, or thinking about getting married, 
please join us as we work toward glorifying our Lord in the way we love our spouses. Contact Rev. Josh 
Rodriguez at jrodriguez@fpcnashville.org to sign up.
Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study — All men are invited to join the Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study, 
which meets every Tuesday morning from 7:15 until 8:00 a.m. Participants can meet either in person in Vance 
Hall or via Zoom. The Men’s Bible Study is a warm and welcoming community currently studying 2 Samuel. 
For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.

YOUTH
Ski Trip | January 21–23 — Students in grades 7–12 are invited join us for a ski trip to Perfect North Slopes 
in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, outside of Cincinnati. Registration closes January 9. Contact youth@fpcnashville.
org for more information.
Passages Retreat for 11th-Graders and Their Parents | February 12–13 — The Passages Retreat, for 
families with 11th-graders, provides a time for mothers and daughters and fathers and sons to spend time 
together. The retreat for moms and daughters is led by Ashley Higgins; dads and sons will be led by Scott 
Hearon. Contact youth@fpcnashville.org for more information about this decade-long tradition.

MISSIONS 
Room In The Inn | Wednesdays through March — Every year from November through March, First 
Presbyterian Church provides shelter for men experiencing homelessness through Room In The Inn. There are 
a number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch 
donors, and laundry volunteers. Contact Annette Crout (615-298-9507 or missions@fpcnashville.org)  
with any questions.

LOOKING AHEAD
February 13 — Annual Congregational Meeting and Celebration (New!) | 9:45 a.m. | Courtenay Hall



WELCOM E

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. 
Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are 
rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church 
home, we would love to welcome you! 
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for the app 
to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open the app 
and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Young Children & Worship meets in room CW-110 in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents pick up at the 
door of CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children 6 months to 3 years old is available for the 11:00 
a.m. service. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at fpcnashville.org. Check-in and pickup for 
nursery care are both located at the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and Infant Quiet 
Room is located in the Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled with uncertainty. As a church family, we have seen with 
new clarity how essential it is for us to gather for worship, fellowship, and study. If you are new to our 
community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church.Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed 
Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

INQUIRERS CLASS
The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, Feburary 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, 
reach out to Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (sbird@fpcnashville.org).

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email. To subscribe, email 
communications@fpcnashville.org.


