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PRAYER AT EASTER
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Intermezzo IV 
Hermann Schroeder

WELCOME 

MINUTE FOR MISSION (8:30)    

INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips 
Richard Webster 

O Lord, open thou our lips. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Stuart Gordon (8:30) 
Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00) 

Pastor:  Hallelujah! Servants of God, praise, praise the name of the Lord. Bless the Lord’s name now and 
always. Praise the Lord’s name here  and in every place from east to west. 

All: Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Pastor: Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will. 
All: Praise the Lord, my soul, proclaim his salvation day after day. 

*†OPENING HYMN 620 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  
Lauda Anima

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Joel Locke (8:30)   
Ron Pasquale (11:00)

FIRST LESSON | Joel 2:12–17 (page 761)   

12 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14 Who 
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 
offering for the Lord your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 

MARCH 13 ,  2022  Second Sunday in Lent

WORDS OF PREPARATION

It is so easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects—education, building, missions, 
holding services...The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little 
Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, 

are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no other purpose. It is even doubtful, you know, 
whether the whole universe was created for any other purpose. 

—C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory



16 gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing 
infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17 Between the vestibule and the 
altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make not 
your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is 
their God?’” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Before the Throne of God Above  
Bancroft | Cook 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea,  
a great High Priest whose name is love, who ever lives and pleads for me.  
My name is graven on his hands, my name is written on his heart;  
I know that while in heaven he stands, no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within,  
upward I look and see him there, who made an end to all my sin.  
Because the sinless Saviour died, my sinful soul is counted free,  
for God the Just is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, to look on him and pardon me. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  |  based on a text by Ulrich Zwingli, 1529 Dr. Sandra Randleman (8:30) 
 Rev. Joshua Rodriguez (11:00)

Lord, we cry to you to heal our wounds. We call out to you in distress and plead for your saving 
grace. We have sinned against your law and failed to do your will; we confess that we’ve disobeyed 
your holy Word. We pray, purge our lives of selfishness and our hearts of bitterness. Lead us back to 
righteousness; save us through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Before the Throne of God Above  
Bancroft | Cook 

Behold him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect spotless righteousness, 
the great unchangeable “I Am,” the King of glory and of grace.  
One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased with his blood;  
my life is hid with Christ on high, which Christ, my Saviour and my God. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Rev. Adam DeVries

During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, children who are age 4, 5, or 6  
(not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION   Abide with Me 
Eventide 

I need thy presence every passing hour; what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING  | John 14:1–7 (page 901) 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 

And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                         Troubled Hearts Dr. Ryan Moore
Believe in God; believe also in me. —John 14:1

OFFERTORY  Cantique de Jean Racine  
Gabriel Faure 

Verbe égal au Très-Haut notre unique espérance, jour éternel de la terre et des cieux eternal de la 
paisible nuit nous rompons le silence. Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux! Répands sur nous le feu de 
ta grace puissante, que tout l’enfer, fuie au son de ta voix, dissipe le sommeil d’une âme languissante, 
qui la conduit à l’oubli de tes lois! Ô Christ sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle pour te bénir maintenant 
rassemblé reçois les chants u’il offre à ta glorie immortelle Et de tes dons qu’il retourne comblé 
Translation: Word of the Highest, our only hope, eternal day of earth and the heavens, we break the 
silence of the peaceful night; Saviour Divine, cast your eyes upon us! Pour on us the fire of your powerful 
grace, that all hell may flee at the sound of your voice; banish the slumber of a weary soul, that brings 
forgetfulness of your laws! O Christ, look with favour upon your faithful people now gathered here to 
praise you; receive their hymns offered to your immortal glory; may they go forth filled with your gifts.



COMMISSIONING OF YOUTH MISSION TRIP (11:00)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Nettleton 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Dona nobis pacem (Grant us thy peace)   
Ludwig van Beethoven 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude in A Minor, BWV 543 
J.S. Bach 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Sari Reist – Cello 
Carol McClure – Harp

MUSIC NOTES
Intermezzo IV by Hermann Schroeder from (Short Preludes and Intermezzos, B. Schott 1932, copyright renewed 1960) All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 
Preces and Suffrages in the Mixolydian Mode, © 2001 Richard Webster, published by Advent Press, Used by permission. 
Before the Throne of God by Charitie Lees Bancroft | Vikki Cook © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use 
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #1121456. 
Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Faure Text: © 1986, Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 

COVER IMAGE
The artwork on the cover depicts a Holy Week prayer service at a peasant farm in the Ukrainian 
countryside. Vladimir Makovsky’s genre paintings tell the stories of rural areas of 19th century Ukraine 
and Russia, often using socially-aware scenes to bring attention to oppression and injustice. 
Prayer at Easter, 1888, Vladimir Makovsky. 

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today. Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for coffee and doughnuts.
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for 
the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST 
app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume 
to your preference.
Young Children & Worship meets in room CW-110 in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents 
pick up at the door of CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children 6 months to 3 years 
old is available for the 11:00 a.m. service. Reservations are required weekly and can be made at 
fpcnashville.org. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at the nursery entrance near 
Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Disaster Relief for Ukraine — The Disaster Response Committee has approved $5,000 for relief in the 
Ukraine region.  The funds will go to The Outreach Foundation, who has church partners in Lithuania, 
Hungary, Poland and Ukraine.  Members are invited to join FPC by donating funds that are designated for 
relief in the Ukrainian region.
Officer Nominations — The Officer Nominating Committee is soliciting recommendations from the members 
of First Presbyterian Church for persons to be considered to serve in the offices of Elder and Deacon for the 
Class of 2025.  Please prayerfully consider submitting a recommendation for this important and vital service 
for your church.  The deadline for recommending nominees is May 1, 2022.  To submit a nomination, find an 
online form at linktr.ee/fpcnashville or a printed form on the tables in the Narthex or Hospitality Center.
12:20 Concert | Sunday, March 20 | 12:20 p.m. | Sanctuary — Pianist Xiang Chen (Leo) Qi will perform 
pieces by Beethoven and Chopin. Originally from Beijing, China, Leo won first prize in the 2021 Beijing-
Tianjun Regional Chopin Competition and has also been awarded with a silver medal in the Liszt Ferenc 
International Piano Competition. Leo attends The Webb School in Bell Buckle, Tennessee where he studies 
with FPC choir member, Janet Gustafson Linton.
First Friends Luncheons Return | Thursday, March 24 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $6 — After 
a long hiatus, First Friends monthly luncheons return in March. The theme will be “Reconnecting with Staff 
Heroes.” Dr. Stuart Gordon will give a presentation on FPC’s current staff, with the aim of reacquainting the 
First Friends community with them. A St. Patrick’s Day-inspired lunch ($6) will be served. Register online at 
fpcnashville.org or contact Sabrina Vlahos at 615-298-9509.
Kneff Vow Renewal — You are invited to join in the celebration of Michael and Sarah Kneff’s vow renewal 
on Saturday, April 2, at 4:00 p.m. The ceremony will be held in the Sanctuary with an opportunity to greet the 
couple in Courtenay Hall following the service. All are welcome!
Easter Floral Dedications — A Flower Fund has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary.  During the Lenten season, those who make a contribution to the Flower Fund may do so 
in memory or in honor of loved ones.  The names of those being memorialized or honored will be printed 
in the Easter morning bulletin.  To make a dedication and contribution pick up a form from the narthex or 
Hospitality Center, or submit your information on the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage.  Dedications for 
the Easter Sunday bulletin must be submitted by April 8.
Organ Maintenance this Winter — Scaffolding has been erected and some pews have temporarily been 
moved as the Beckerath pipe organ is undergoing refurbishment. Every few decades, organs need routine 
repairs and refurbishment, and ours is currently in process. During the week, two Beckerath technicians from 
Hamburg, Germany, are disassembling the instrument to inspect and clean every component, with aging parts 
being repaired or replaced. Their work will not interrupt our worship services, as sections of the organ will 
be kept working on weekends. The funds for this renovation are from an endowment established by Henry 
Fusner, FPC’s Organist and Choirmaster from 1970 to 1989. 

MISSIONS 
Blood Drive | March 17 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — The Red Cross is experiencing the 
worst blood shortage in over a decade. Only a few spots remain for Thursday’s blood drive, but you can sign 
up for another local drive at redcrossblood.org.
Waverly Project Workday | Friday, March 18 | 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. | Waverly, TN — The community of 
Waverly, TN experienced flooding in August 2021 resulting in deep damage to their homes and businesses. 
We will support their recovery efforts through regular relief workdays each month. Workdays will consist of 
varied cleanup and construction work, led by a team of construction professionals. Volunteers will meet in 
Waverly at 9:00 a.m. and work until 3:00 p.m. Upcoming workdays are March 18, April 22, May 20, and June 
17. All skill levels are welcomed. Lunch is provided. Sign up at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.org or contact Mike 
Crout at 615-298-9593 or missions@fpcnashville.org.
Instruments of Joy Drive — Share the joy of music by donating new or gently-used instruments to benefit 
local mission organization, Instruments of Joy. Donations are delivered by mission teams to music programs 
around the world. Handheld instruments like horns, winds, strings, tambourines, harmonicas, guitars, and 
small electronic keyboards are accepted. On weekdays, donations may be left in the hospitality center; on 
Sundays they can be dropped off in the narthex. Contact missions@fpcnashville.org for more information. 



W O R S H I P
Lenten Vespers | Sundays | Through April 10 | 5:30 p.m. | Stanford Chapel — Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff and Rev. 
Josh Rodriguez will lead an informal evening worship service, rooted in the Reformed tradition with music led by 
Raquel Warchol. Each week, the service will conclude with a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
Sunday Morning Worship | 8:30 (livestreamed) and 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — On Sunday mornings, we will 
explore the Apostles’ Creed through worship and teaching, reminding ourselves each week of what it means to hold 
fast to our confession of hope.

S P E C I A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
Logos Sunday School Class | Sundays | 9:45 a.m. | Stanford Chapel — The confessions of Reformed churches 
typically offer instruction on three fundamentals of the faith: the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the 
Apostles’ Creed. In Lent, we will consider what wisdom we may gain from our ancestors’ reflections on the Creed. The 
Heidelberg Catechism says that true faith is a knowledge of what God has revealed in Scripture, plus a wholehearted 
trust in God’s free grace. Faith includes head and heart; we will exercise both in this season.
Hold Fast: A Lenten Prayer Book — Download a copy of the six-week prayer book at linktr.ee/fpcnashville or pick up 
a copy outside the sanctuary or at the church Hospitality Center.
Thursday Night Study Group | Thursdays | 7:00 p.m. | Zoom — Dr. Stuart Gordon convenes this discussion group 
each week. Beginning March 10, the group will gather via Zoom to study the Apostles’ Creed. To join the group, contact 
Stuart at sgordon@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9554.
Lenten Communities of Belonging — Finding community is an integral part of growing in faith, and Communities of 
Belonging small groups provide opportunities for us to build new relationships within our church family. This spring, 
COBs will gather for an eight-week study on the Apostles’ Creed. Join us this Lenten season as we discover how the 
Apostles’ Creed is derived from Scripture and open ourselves once again to its life-changing significance for our daily 
lives. Groups have begun and finish the week of April 24. Register for a COB at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.
Midweek Study with Ryan Moore | Wednesdays | 11:30 a.m. | Jones Session Room — All ages are welcome to join 
Pastor Ryan Moore for a weekly presentation on our Lenten focus on the Apostles’ Creed, with time for questions and 
discussion. Kim Rogers will serve a light lunch each week, payment for which is donation-based.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 

and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 – 2 5

Hold Fast
L E N T  2 0 2 2


