
FOURTH SUNDAY IN  LENT
March 27, 2022

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.

PENTECOST, THE HOLY SPIRIT 
DESCENDS UPON THE APOSTLES
Psalter of Eleanor of Aquitaine



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Beneath the Cross of Jesus  
Arr. Ron Mallory

WELCOME  

INTROIT I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  
Thomas Tallis  

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; lay down, thou weary one, lay dawn thy head upon 
my breast.” I came to Jesus as I was, weary, and worn, and sad; I found in him a resting place, and he has 
made me glad. I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; look unto me, thy morn shall 
rise, and all thy day be bright.” I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; and in that light of 
life I’ll walk ’till trav’ling days are done.

CALL TO WORSHIP  | based on Zechariah 4:6 and Romans 8:1–2 Rev. Adam DeVries (8:30) 
Rev. Josh Rodriguez (11:00) 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord: 
All:  Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. 
Pastor:  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
All:  For the Spirit of Christ has set us free from sin and death.  
Pastor:  And so we boast in God,  
All:  Who gives us the victory in our Lord Jesus Christ.

*†OPENING HYMN 645  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  
 Mit Freuden Zart 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Emmett and Ruby Mae Russell (8:30)   
Allen Callison (11:00)

FIRST LESSON | Matthew 4:1–11 (page 809)  

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

Christology is the theological understanding of the Jesus-event…[As a public figure, Jesus] can be 
investigated according to accepted canons of historiography. Pneumatology, the doctrine of the Spirit 
(from pneuma, wind or spirit), on the other hand, is a theological understanding of what is not public 

but an intensely personal experience which no one sees.
—Leander Keck, Paul and His Letters



live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to 
the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 
‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, 
angels came and were ministering to him. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

We believe, Lord Jesus; help our unbelief. Though you submitted yourself to death, trusting the 
Father to raise you up, we defend ourselves as if we had no God and Father. Forgive the lack of trust 
we show by hating those who hate us, accusing those who accuse us, and neglecting those who need 
us. Thank you for reconciling us to the Father by your death and promising to us the power of your 
Spirit in us. Increase our faith, so that we would claim what you offer, and live in the power of your 
Spirit. Empower us to love our enemies, bless those who curse us, and share with those in need, thus 
showing faith that God alone is our refuge and strength.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE 581   Glory Be to the Father  
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, children who are age 4, 5, or 6  
(not in 1st grade) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Dr. Sandra Randleman

PRESENTATION OF CHILD 

(8:30) Jennifer Higgins and David Peterson are presenting their son, Wyatt Gene Peterson, for baptism.  
Assisting Elder: Ellie Billington

(11:00) Catherine Priesmeyer and Charlie Jackson are presenting their daughter, Winnifred Catherine 
Priesmeyer-Jackson, for baptism. Assisting Elder: Marie Maxwell

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    

THE BAPTISM

HYMN OF PREPARATION 282                   Come Down, O Love Divine 
Down Ampney 

SCRIPTURE READING | Romans 8:9–17 (page 944)  

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body 
is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For 
you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                        Conditions of Life Dr. Stuart Gordon

OFFERTORY  Jesu, Lover of My Soul  
Philip W.J. Stopford | Charles Wesley 

Jesu, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high; 
hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life be past; safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at 
last! Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on thee; leave, ah! Leave me not alone, still support 
and comfort me. All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; cover my defenseless head 
with the shadow of thy wing. Thou, O Christ, art all I want; more than all in thee I find. Raise the fallen, 
cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. Just and holy is thy name; I am all unrighteousness. False 
and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace. Plenteous grace on thee is found, grace to cover all 
my sin. Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. Thou of life the fountain art; 
freely let me take of thee. Spring thou up within my heart. Rise, to all eternity. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us 
Austrian Hymn

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; come with Pentecostal power; 
give the church a stronger vision; help us face each crucial hour. 
Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, 
still the church is called to mission that God’s love shall be made known. 
We would raise our alleluias for the grace of yesteryears; 
for tomorrow’s unknown pathway, hear, O Lord, our humble prayers. 
In the church’s pilgrim journey you have led us all the way; 
still in presence move before us, fire by night and cloud by day. 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; give us words of fire and flame. 
Help our feeble lips to praise you, glorify your holy name. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One: what mystery! 
We would sing our loud hosannas now and through eternity.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
arr. Mack Wilberg 

Finish, then, thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored 
in thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place; till we cast our crowns before thee 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. Amen. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Passacaglia in D Minor, BuxWV 161  
Dietrich Buxtehude

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Ryan Bede, Baritone 
FPC Handbell Choir

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the marriage of Meredith Marie 
Byrd and John Anthony Pekarske and in loving memory of Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Byrd, and Mr. John 
A. Pekarske. 

MUSIC NOTES
Jesu, Lover of My Soul, Words and Music: Philip Stopford © 2015 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music 
Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus, arr. Ron Mallory (Ringing World Publications, Jeffers Handbell Supply, 2021) 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, arr. Mack Wilberg–harmonization, Tune: © 2002, Oxford University Press  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895. 

COVER IMAGE
Images from the life of Christ, Pentecost, the Holy Spirit Descends upon the Apostles, Psalter of Eleanor of Aquitaine, c. 1185, Manuscript 
with illuminations on vellum, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Netherlands, https://galerij.kb.nl/kb.html#/en/psalter/page/28/zoom/3/lat/-
58.95000823335702/lng/-37.6171875. 

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 
1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the 
Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love 
to welcome you! 
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for coffee and doughnuts.
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for the app to work. 
Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open the app and select “First 
Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Young Children & Worship meets in room CW-110 in the Children’s Ministry Wing. Parents pick up at the door 
of CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children 6 months to 3 years old is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 
Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother 
and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled with uncertainty. As a church family, we have seen with new clarity 
how essential it is for us to gather for worship, fellowship, and study. If you are new to our community, we would love 
to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.Whether you are 
a guest or a longtime member, fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up 
for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Event Hosts Needed for Easter Festival — Our Children’s Ministry is planning a fun Easter Festival on 
April 10 with activities, dinner, and family-friendly worship. We hope this to be one of our biggest outreach 
events of the year, welcoming families from our Recreation program, Oak Hill School, the Early Preschool, 
and the community. Church members of all ages are encouraged to share their gifts and help host this family-
friendly event. Volunteer opportunities range from hiding eggs, leading activity stations, making popcorn, 
and much more. Sign up at linktr.ree/fpcnashville or contact Mallory Hammond (mhammond@fpcnashville.
org) to find a volunteer task that is a good fit. Activities begin at 3:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 5:00 p.m., and 
finish with Worship on the Porch at 5:30 p.m., the first outdoor service of the season.
Kneff Vow Renewal — You are invited to join in the celebration of Michael and Sarah Kneff’s vow renewal 
on Saturday, April 2, at 4:00 p.m. The ceremony will be held in the Sanctuary with an opportunity to greet the 
couple in Courtenay Hall following the service. All are welcome!
Easter Floral Dedications — A Flower Fund has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary.  During the Lenten season, those who make a contribution to the Flower Fund may do so 
in memory or in honor of loved ones.  The names of those being memorialized or honored will be printed 
in the Easter morning bulletin.  To make a dedication and contribution pick up a form from the narthex or 
Hospitality Center, or submit your information on the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage.  Dedications for 
the Easter Sunday bulletin must be submitted by April 8.
Officer Nominations — The Officer Nominating Committee is soliciting recommendations from the members 
of First Presbyterian Church for persons to be considered to serve in the offices of Elder and Deacon for the 
Class of 2025. Please prayerfully consider submitting a recommendation for this important and vital service 
for your church. The deadline for recommending nominees is May 1, 2022.  To submit a nomination, find an 
online form at linktr.ee/fpcnashville or a printed form on the tables in the Narthex or Hospitality Center.
Organ Maintenance this Winter — Some pews have temporarily been moved as the Beckerath pipe organ 
is undergoing refurbishment. Every few decades, organs need routine repairs and refurbishment, and ours is 
currently in process. During the week, two Beckerath technicians from Hamburg, Germany, are disassembling 
the instrument to inspect and clean every component, with aging parts being repaired or replaced. Their work 
will not interrupt our worship services, as sections of the organ will be kept working on weekends. The funds 
for this renovation are from an endowment established by Henry Fusner, FPC’s Organist and Choirmaster 
from 1970 to 1989. 
Employment Opportunities — First Presbyterian Church is accepting applications for the following 
open positions: Youth Director, Human Resources Coordinator, Graphic Designer/Creative Coordinator, 
Communications Manager, Nursery Attendants, and Early Preschool Educators/Support Educators (school-
year schedule). Read more about these positions and learn how to apply by visiting fpcnashville.org/work-us/.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Farewell to Nursery Coordinator Karen Fitts — After 16 years of serving FPC families with young 
children, Karen Fitts will retire at the end of May. A lifelong member of FPC and a staff member since 2006, 
she has shared her warmth and compassion with countless children and their families. Karen says, “I have felt 
so grateful for this unbelievable opportunity to serve for over 15 years. It has truly been a blessing for me, and 
my family and I look forward to where God leads me in this next season.” Karen and her husband Mickey will 
continue worshiping at FPC and Mickey will continue his faithful roles leading Young Children & Worship 
and Bible Time. On behalf of the Children’s Ministry staff and committee, Mallory Hammond thanks Karen 
for her service to the youngest members of the FPC family saying, “We will never be able to measure the 
eternal impact of Karen’s love and care, but I invite you to share your appreciation, encouragement, and 
support for Karen as she follows God into the next chapter of retirement.” The Children’s Ministry team 
will launch a search for Karen’s replacement in the coming weeks so she can be involved in training her 
replacement. Please be in prayer for Karen and the Children’s Ministry in this season of transition. 

MISSIONS 
Instruments of Joy Drive — Share the joy of music by donating new or gently-used instruments to benefit 
local mission organization, Instruments of Joy. Donations are delivered by mission teams to music programs 
around the world. Handheld instruments like horns, winds, strings, tambourines, harmonicas, guitars, and 
small electronic keyboards are accepted. On weekdays, donations may be left in the hospitality center; on 
Sundays they can be dropped off in the narthex. Contact missions@fpcnashville.org for more information. 



W O R S H I P
Lenten Vespers | Sundays through April 3 | 5:30 p.m. | Stanford Chapel — Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff and Rev. Josh 
Rodriguez will lead an informal evening worship service, rooted in the Reformed tradition with music led by Raquel 
Warchol. Each week, the service will conclude with a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
Sunday Morning Worship | 8:30 (livestreamed) and 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary — On Sunday mornings, we will 
explore the Apostles’ Creed through worship and teaching, reminding ourselves each week of what it means to hold 
fast to our confession of hope.

Palm Sunday | April 10 
8:30* & 11:00 a.m.* | Sanctuary 

5:30 p.m. | Worship on the Porch following Easter Festival
Maundy Thursday | April 14 

6:30 p.m.* | Sanctuary
Good Friday | April 15 
12:00 p.m. | Sanctuary

Easter Sunday | April 17 
6:30 a.m. | Sunrise Service | Sullivan Garden 

7:30–10:45 a.m. | Easter Breakfast | Courtenay Hall 
8:00*, 9:30*(livestreamed), and 11:00 a.m.* | Sanctuary 

5:30 p.m. | Worship on the Porch
*Nursery care for ages 6 months–3 years for nursery care is provided. Reservations are no longer required. The nursery is open from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

S P E C I A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
Easter Festival | Sunday, April 10 | 3:30 p.m. | Front Lawn — All ages are invited to the Easter Festival. Join in on 
an Easter egg hunt, family games, a cakewalk, and family Worship on the Porch, the first outdoor service of the season. 
Activities begin at 3:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 5:00 p.m., and worship at 5:30 p.m.
Logos Sunday School Class | Sundays | 9:45 a.m. | Stanford Chapel — The confessions of Reformed churches 
typically offer instruction on three fundamentals of the faith: the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the 
Apostles’ Creed. In Lent, we will consider what wisdom we may gain from our ancestors’ reflections on the Creed. The 
Heidelberg Catechism says that true faith is a knowledge of what God has revealed in Scripture, plus a wholehearted 
trust in God’s free grace. Faith includes head and heart; we will exercise both in this season.
Thursday Night Study Group | Thursdays | 7:00 p.m. | Zoom — Dr. Stuart Gordon convenes this discussion group 
each week. Beginning March 10, the group will gather via Zoom to study the Apostles’ Creed. To join the group, contact 
Stuart at sgordon@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9554.
Midweek Study with Ryan Moore | Wednesdays | 11:30 a.m. | Jones Session Room — All ages are welcome to join 
Pastor Ryan Moore for a weekly presentation on our Lenten focus on the Apostles’ Creed, with time for questions and 
discussion. Kim Rogers will serve a light lunch each week, payment for which is donation-based.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 – 2 5

Hold Fast
L E N T  &  E A S T E R  2 0 2 2


