
ASCENSION OF THE LORD
May 26, 2022

12:00 P.M.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Grand Pavanne   
Tylman Susato | arr. Eberhard Ramm

INTROIT  Hail Thee, Festival Day!  
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Hail thee, festival day! Blest day to be hallowed forever; day when our Lord was raised, breaking the 
kingdom of death. He who was nailed to the cross, is ruler and Lord of all people. All things created on 
earth sing to the glory of God: Daily the loveliness grows adorned with the glory of blossom; heaven its 
gates now unbars, flinging its increase of light.

*CALL TO WORSHIP | based on Revelation 5:12-13   

Pastor: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
All: To receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! 
Pastor:  Then every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 

them, sang, 
All:  To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power 

for ever and ever! Amen. 



*†OPENING HYMN  Rejoice, the Lord Is King!  
Darwall’s 148th 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore!  
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  
Our Savior, Jesus, reigns, the God of truth and love;  
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  
His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven;  
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  
Rejoice in glorious hope! For Christ, the Judge, shall come  
and gather all the saints to their eternal home.  
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman

We come, O Lord Jesus, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust. While we sing of your 
lordship over all creation, we have too often acted as though you are powerless in the face of today’s 
events. Help us to live with confidence in your presence today and in hope for life with you forever. 
Forgive us for failing to welcome you whole-heartedly into our lives. Hear as we pray. 

A moment for silent prayer.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  | based on 1 John 2:1–2 

Hear the good news of the gospel: If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  He Is Exalted 
Twila Paris
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*PROFESSION OF OUR CHURCH’S FAITH       Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff  
     Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 46–47, 49–52 

 Pastor: Christ, while his disciples watched, was taken up from the earth into heaven.  
All: He remains there on our behalf until he comes again to judge the living and the dead.  
Pastor: Christ is true human and true God.  
All:  In his human nature Christ is not now on earth; but in his divinity, majesty, grace, and 

Spirit he is never absent from us. 
Pastor: Christ is our advocate in heaven in the presence of his Father.  
All:  We have our own flesh in heaven as a sure pledge that Christ our head will also take us, his 

members, up to himself. 
Pastor: Christ sends his Spirit to us on earth as a corresponding pledge. 
All:  By the Spirit’s power we seek not earthly things but the things above, where Christ is, sitting 

at God’s right hand. 
Pastor:  Christ is seated at the right hand of God to show there that he is head of his church, the one 

through whom the Father rules all things. 
All:  Through his Holy Spirit he pours out gifts from heaven upon us his members, and by his 

power he defends us and keeps us safe from all enemies. 
Pastor:  In all distress and persecution, with uplifted head, we confidently await the very judge who has 

already offered himself to the judgment of God in our place and removed the whole curse from us. 
All:  Christ will cast all his enemies and ours into everlasting condemnation, but will take all his 

chosen ones to himself into the joy and glory of heaven,

SCRIPTURE READING  | Colossians 3:1-4 (p. 984) 

1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                     The Hope of Heaven Dr. Ryan Moore

ANTHEM  The Trumpet Shall Sound (from Messiah) 
G.F. Handel

The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible; and we shall 
be chang’d.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Sandra Randleman 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen.



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Hyfrydol

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone! 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 
Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 
Alleluia! Bread of angels, here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer, hear our plea 
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne. 
As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest; 
here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

*BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Canzona per sonare No. 2   
Giovanni Gabrieli | arr. Eberhard Ramm 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement 
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Jeff Bailey, Joel Treybig – Trumpets  
Jennifer Kummer – French Horn  
Roger Bissell – Trombone  
Neil Konouchi – Tuba 
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