
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST

September 4, 2022

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Psalm 126 
Isaac Wardell 

WELCOME

†INTROIT  Tell Out My Soul   
Woodlands

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender to me the 
promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Ryan Moore 

Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Pastor:  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 

fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
All: Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul!

*†OPENING HYMN 265  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun  
Duke Street

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Parish DeVries (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Psalm 103 (page 502)    

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your 
life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies you with good so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 6 The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 7 
He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

There is a town where only ducks live. Every Sunday the ducks waddle out of their houses and waddle 
down Main Street to their church. They waddle into the cathedral and squat in their proper pews. The 
duck choir sings and then the duck pastor comes and reads from the duck bible. He encourages them, 
“Ducks! God has given you wings! With wings you can fly! With wings you can rise up and soar like 
eagles. No walls can confine you! No fences can hold you! You have wings. God has given you wings. 

and you can fly like birds!” All the ducks shouted “Amen!” And then they all waddled home. 
—Soren Kierkegaard 



10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east 
is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13 As a father shows compassion to his 
children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 14 For he knows our frame; he remembers 
that we are dust. 15 As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 16 for the wind 
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. 17 But the steadfast love of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, 18 to those who 
keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments. 19 The Lord has established his throne in the 
heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 20 Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his 
word, obeying the voice of his word! 21 Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! 22 Bless 
the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul!

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. You have called us to be salt to the world, but we have 
preferred tastelessness. You have called us the light of the world, but we have preferred the company 
of darkness. Surely the darkness shall cover us, and the light become night around us. In your mercy, 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. 
For the sake of your son our savior Jesus Christ, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we 
are, transform us from tasteless dust into genuine salt, ignite us to be your light once again, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

SOLO  In Labor all Creation Groans  
Isaac Wardell 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE 581  Glory Be to the Father  
Gloria Patri 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

SONG OF PREPARATION Hallelujah’s Song (Psalm 103)  
Judah Akers and Caleb Chapman

Bless the Lord, Oh my soul. All my inmost being praise his name. Bless the Lord, oh my soul. And forget 
not how good he is. Hallelujah’s song is deep inside my bones. Hallelujah comes up from my silos. Oh, my 
soul, let it go. Praise the Lord, all ye heavenly hosts. Oh, sing it loud with us his name. Praise the Lord, 
all around the world. Oh, sing of his works by praising his name again and again. From everlasting to 
everlasting, the mercy of the Lord. As far as the east is from the west, the mercy of the Lord. As high as 
the heavens above our head.

SCRIPTURE READING |  Matthew 5:13–16 (page 810)  

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 14 You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                           Salty and Bright Rev. Adam DeVries
Vulnerability is not a weakness. It is the most  

accurate measure of courage. — Brené Brown

OFFERTORY  The Mystery of God  
Dan Locklair 

O thou, in all thy might so far, in all thy love so near, beyond the range of sun and star, and yet beside us 
here, what heart can comprehend thy name, or searching, find thee out, who art within a quickening flame, 
a presence round about? Yet though I know thee but in part, I ask not, Lord, for more: enough for me to 
know thou art, to love thee and adore. O sweeter than aught else besides, the tender mystery that like a 
veil of shadow hides the light I may not see! And dearer than all things I know is childlike faith to me, that 
makes the darkest way I go an open path to thee. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN 839  Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!  
Assurance 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Amen
Peter Lutkin 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Toccata in F, BuxWV 157 
Dietrich Buxtehude 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Raquel Warchol – Contemporary Worship Music Director 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Alfred Bruce Coyle and 
Joan Barber Coyle by Frank and Laura Coyle, Max and Holli Coyle, and Jack Coyle. 

MUSIC NOTES
Psalm 126 - CCLI Song # 7023230 Isaac Wardell © 2012 Bifrost Arts Music (Admin. by Isaac Wardell). For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456

Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord CCLI Song # 2402653 Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing 
Company For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456. 

In Labor All Creation Groans - CCLI Song # 7111870 Isaac Wardell © New Jerusalem Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) We Are 
Younger We Are Faster Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456 

Hallelujah’s Song (Psalm 103) CCLI Song #7173736 - © 2021 Capitol CMG Paragon | Songs of Akers Music Publishing | Remaining 
portion is unaffiliated. For use solely with the SongSelect ® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456

The Lord Bless You and Keep You by Peter Lutkin © 1959, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License 
A-#714895.

COVER IMAGE
Jebulon, Reflection of a stained glass window on a wall, Frederiks Kirke, Copenhagen, Denmark, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Light_through_a_stained_glass_window,_cross,_wall_of_the_Marmor_(Frederiks)_Kirke_Copenhagen_Denmark.jpg.

GIVING
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by dropping your gift in the offering plate, 
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.



WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today. Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Lounge between services for coffee and doughnuts.
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the 
WaveCAST app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and 
adjust the volume to your preference.
Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their families and worship activity bags are 
provided at each entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children & Worship meets in room CW-110 
in the Children’s Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. Parents pick up at the door of Grundy after 8:30 
a.m. worship or children can stay for Education Hour. After the 11:00 a.m. service parents pick up 
at the door of CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 
a.m.–12:15 p.m. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at the nursery entrance near 
Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled with uncertainty. As a church family, we have 
seen with new clarity how essential it is for us to gather for worship, fellowship, and study. If you 
are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the 
life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill 
out the Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

Roundtable Discussion with Guest Preacher Dr. Mark Labberton | Saturday, September 10 | 10:00 a.m. 
Jones Session Room — Dr. Mark Labberton, President of Fuller Theological Seminary, will be leading a 
conversation about the state of the church in a complex world. All are welcome to attend. The discussion will 
be on Saturday, September 10, 10:00 a.m. in the Jones Session Room. Ordained in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), he served in pastoral roles for 30 years prior to coming to Fuller, most recently as senior pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, California, for 16 years. He also has served as cofounder of the Christian 
International Scholarship Foundation (now ScholarLeaders International), chair of John Stott Ministries, 
senior fellow of International Justice Mission, and in a number of other roles of service. He holds an MDiv 
from Fuller and a PhD in Theology from Cambridge University. Dr. Labberton will serve as the guest 
preacher on September 11. 
All-Church Kickoff Sunday Next Week | Sunday, September 11 | 9:30 a.m. | Outside Sanctuary — Join 
the entire church family at our all-church kickoff as we reconnect after a busy summer! This year’s football-
themed community celebration will be held outside the Sanctuary between morning worship services. The 
event kicks off following the 8:30 service with inflatables (with an obstacle course!), balloon artist, pony 
rides, face painting, dunk tank, Go Fish game, photo backdrop, and much more fun for all ages. Casual dress 
welcomed at worship.
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 13 | 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary | Cost: $15  
The Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering will be Tuesday, September 13, at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with a 
luncheon to follow in Courtenay Hall. Please register by September 9 online or by calling 615-383-1815. 
First Friends Luncheon | Thursday, September 15 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8 — First 
Friends is excited to have Dr. Michael Kaminski as our guest speaker for our luncheon on September 15. The 
title of our program is “The Aging Brain: Is There Reason for Hope?” Dr. Kaminski is a renowned clinical 
neurologist with areas of interest including peripheral nerve disease, ALS, stroke, and MLS. In the last 
decade, he has focused on dementia and cognitive neurology. As usual, Kim Rogers will be preparing lunch. 
Please make reservations no later than September 10, by calling Sabrina at 615-298-9509. The cost of lunch is 
$8, payable at the luncheon.
Fall Communities of Belonging | Groups begin week of September 18 — This fall, our church family will 
spend eight weeks exploring the book of Acts. Alongside weekly teaching at worship, our Communities of 
Belonging small groups will explore the mysterious presence of Jesus throughout the whole story of Acts. 
There are multiple options for COB groups at different times, on different days, using different formats 
(virtual, in person, or hybrid). Questions? Contact Charlotte at cschierbaum@fpcnashville.org. Register for a 
COB at fpcnashville.org.
Executive Director Search — First Pres has opened a search for an Executive Director of Ministries and 
Programs position. If you know anyone who would be a great candidate for this role, please share their name 
with us or find more information at fpcnashville.org. We ask that you keep this search process in your prayers. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Blood Drive | Wednesday, September 14 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — The Red Cross is 
experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade. First Presbyterian Church is known to the Red Cross 
as a generous and reliable source of blood donations. With your support on September 14, we can continue to 
aid in their life-giving work. Sign up at redcrossblood.org.
Matthew 25 Dinner Volunteers Needed | Sunday, September 18 | 4:45 p.m. — Invite your family, friends, 
COB, or Sunday School class for a special service project to provide and share a meal with one of our mission 
partners, Matthew25, on Sunday, September 18. Matthew25, serves homeless men as they transition from the 
street to permanent housing. Annually, they provide supportive services to help 160–190 homeless men, of 
whom 50 percent are veterans. They have started a new dinner program where they invite groups to provide 
dinner and visit with their residents. FPC has committed to providing dinner for 40 men several Sunday 
evenings throughout the year, with our next dinner on November 20. If you would like to bring dinner, contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org.
Fall Habitat Build | September 24, 25, and October 1, 2 — There are 20 volunteer openings each date.  
All four workdays will primarily involve framing and carpentry work.  No prior experience is necessary 
and heavy lifting is not required. Volunteers aged 16–17 may participate with adult supervision. Contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org for more information.



KICKOFF
SUNDAY

A L L - C H U R C H

September 11 •  9:30 a.m.
 Outside Sanctuary

INFLATABLES WITH OBSTACLE COURSE  
 BALLOON ARTIST PONY RIDES   FACE

PAINTING   DUNK TANK THE SINGING PASTORS  
MUSIC PHOTO BACKDROP  AND MORE!

B r e a k f a s t  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d
C a s u a l  d r e s s  e n c o u r a g e d   


