
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

September 11, 2022

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.



SEPTEM BER 1 1 ,  2022  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF PREPARATION

We must allow the Word of God to confront us, to disturb our security, to undermine our complacency 
and to overthrow our patterns of thought and behavior.

— John Stott

ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Arioso 
Daniel Gawthrop  

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION Dr. Ryan Moore

†INTROIT  Festival Alleluia  
 James Chepponis

Refrain: Choir and Congregation 
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Solo: Alleluia! Refrain 
Solo: O Lord, open our hearts to listen to the words of Your Son. Refrain 
Solo: Your words, O Lord, give joy to my heart; Your teaching is light to my eyes. Refrain 
Solo: Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path. Refrain

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Adam DeVries (8:30)
 Dr. John Musgrave (11:00) 

Pastor: O magnify the Lord with me.
All: Let us exalt God’s name together! 
Pastor: We will give thanks to you, O Lord, with our whole heart; we will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
All: We will be glad and exult in you; we will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

*†OPENING HYMN 1  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Nicaea

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Laura Morgan (8:30) 
Lamar Stanley (11:00)  



FIRST LESSON |  Colossians 1:1–14 (page 983)   

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and faithful 
brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 3 We always thank God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this 
you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the 
whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing— as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. 
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 9 
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 
of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all. We confess 
that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone along with 
the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be 
your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is 
head of the Church, his body. In his name we pray. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Azmon 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace! 
To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever given 
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  Speak, O Lord  
Getty | Townend

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you to receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
that the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all your purposes, for your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises; and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built and the earth is filled with your glory.

SCRIPTURE READING |  Matthew 7:24–8:13 (NRSV)  

24 “Everyone, then, who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the f loods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it 
did not fall because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain fell, and the 
f loods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell— and great was its fall!” 28 
Now when Jesus had finished saying these words, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 29 for 
he taught them as one having authority and not as their scribes. 1 When Jesus had come down from 
the mountain, great crowds followed him, 2 and there was a man with a skin disease who came to 
him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 3 He stretched 
out his hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing. Be made clean!” Immediately his skin disease 
was cleansed. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself 
to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 5 When he entered 
Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him 6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying 
at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.” 8 The 
centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only speak the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me, 
and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ 
and the slave does it.” 10 When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, 
“Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and will take their places at the banquet with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven, 12 while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; let it be done for you 
according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                    Unimaginable Good News Dr. Mark Labberton

OFFERTORY  Psalm 104  
William Lovelady  
arr. James Vivian 

My soul give praise unto the Lord of heaven, in majesty and honour clothed; the earth he made will not 
be moved, the seas he made to be its robe. Give praise. The waters rise above the highest mountain, and 
flow down to the vales and leas; at springs, wild asses quench their thirst, and birds make nest amid the 
trees. The trees the Lord has made are full of vigour, the fir tree is a home for storks: wild goats find 
refuge in the hills, from foes the conies shelter in the rocks. My soul give praise unto the Lord of heaven. 
In majesty and honour clothed; the earth he made will not be moved, the seas he made to be its robe. 
Give praise. The Lord, how manifold is your creation, all things in wisdom you provide; you give your 
riches to the earth, and to the sea so great and wide. You take your creatures breath and life is ended, 
your breath goes forth and life begins; your hand renews the face of earth, your praise my whole life I 
will sing. My soul give praise unto the Lord of heaven, in majesty and honour clothed; the earth he made 
will not be moved, the seas he made to be its robe, give praise. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 39  Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
Faithfullness

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  May the Mind of Christ My Savior  
St. Leonards

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, live in me from day to day, by his love and power controlling all I do 
and say. May the Word of God swell richly in my heart from hour to hour, so that all may see I triumph 
only thro’ his pow’r. May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, that I may be calm to 
comfort sick and sorrowing. May his beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win; and may they forget the 
channel, seeing only him. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Paean, from Six Pieces for Organ 
Herbert Howells  

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



GUEST PREACHER MARK LABBERTON
Dr. Mark Labberton, President of Fuller Theological Seminary, is our guest preacher this morning. 
Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA), he served in pastoral roles for 30 years prior to coming to 
Fuller, most recently as senior pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, California, for 16 years. He 
also has served as cofounder of the Christian International Scholarship Foundation (now ScholarLeaders 
International), chair of John Stott Ministries, senior fellow of International Justice Mission, and in a number 
of other roles of service. He holds an MDiv from Fuller and a PhD in Theology from Cambridge University.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Chris Simonsen – Baritone 
Greg Thomas – Tenor 
Claire Paschal, Emily Kent – Sopranos 
Sara Crigger – Alto 
FPC Bell Choir 
Luke & Katie Richardson, Ada & Gabe Shapiro – Acolytes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the wedding of Ellen McCaslin 
and Caleb Wells Carpenter.  Floral wreaths on the doors are in loving memory of Nelson Shields by his 
wife Sheila Shields.

MUSIC NOTES
Prince Phillip, The Duke of Edinburgh, requested that Psalm 104 be set to music by English composer 
William Lovelady (b.1945). Originally composed as a cantata in three movements, it was first sung in 
honor of His Royal Highness’s 75th Birthday. Today’s Offertory Anthem is an abridged version arranged 
for choir and organ by James Vivian (b. 1974). This version was also offered in the funeral service for 
Prince Phillip in 2021. 
English composer, organist, and teacher Herbert Howells (1892–1983) wrote today’s closing voluntary. 
Born into a family of six children in Lydney, Gloucestershire, Howells displayed an early talent for 
music while assisting his father with the organ at the local Baptist church. Howells later attended the 
Royal College of Music on a scholarship and studied composition with Charles Villiers Stanford. After 
starting his career as an organist, he taught composition at the Royal College of Music. Although Howells 
composed various instrumental and vocal genres, he is most known for his output of Anglican sacred 
choral music. 
Paean is the final work in a collection called Six Pieces for Organ published in 1953. Its title means 
“song of praise” in Latin. The piece has two contrasting themes. The first theme is a toccata in running 
sixteenths, while the second theme is chordal and rhythmic. 
Arioso by Daniel Gawthrop (Dunstan House, © 2007) 
Festival Alleluia Words and Music; James Chepponis © 1999 by Birnamwood Publications, a division of Morningstar Music Publishers, 
Inc.,St. Louis, MO All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-#714895. 
Speak, O Lord – CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For 
use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456. 
Paean, from Six Pieces for Organ by Herbert Howells #230154 Music - ©1949 H W Gray. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License 
A-#714895

COVER IMAGE
Christ and the Centurion by Sebastien Bourdon, 17th century, pen and brown ink, brown wash, over red and black chalk, heightened with 
white, Metropolitan Museum of Art, United States of America.



N E WS AN D E VENTS

All-Church Kickoff | Today | 9:30 a.m. | Outside Sanctuary — Join the entire church family at our all-
church kickoff as we reconnect after a busy summer! This year’s football-themed community celebration 
will be held outside the Sanctuary between morning worship services. The event kicks off following the 8:30 
service with inflatables (with an obstacle course!), balloon artist, pony rides, face painting, dunk tank, Go Fish 
game, photo backdrop, and much more fun for all ages. All Education Hour Programming is canceled.
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 13 | 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary | Cost: $15  
The Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering will be Tuesday, September 13, at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with a 
luncheon to follow in Courtenay Hall. 
Midweek Study with Ryan Moore | Wednesdays beginning September 14 | 11:30 a.m. | Session Room 
Everyone is invited to a weekly study with Dr. Ryan Moore at 11:30 a.m. in the Jones Session Room each 
Wednesday. This fall, the class will be exploring the book of Acts. The church kitchen will be serving a 
light lunch (donation requested) each week. If you would like lunch, please contact Lynn at 615-298-9504 or 
lelliott@fpcnashville.org.
First Friends Luncheon | Thursday, September 15 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8 — First 
Friends is excited to have Dr. Michael Kaminski as our guest speaker for our luncheon on September 15. The 
title of our program is “The Aging Brain: Is There Reason for Hope?” Dr. Kaminski is a renowned clinical 
neurologist with areas of interest including peripheral nerve disease, ALS, stroke, and MLS. In the last 
decade, he has focused on dementia and cognitive neurology. As usual, Kim Rogers will be preparing lunch. 
The cost of lunch is $8, payable at the luncheon.
Fall Communities of Belonging | Groups begin week of September 18 — This fall, our church family will 
spend eight weeks exploring the book of Acts. Alongside weekly teaching at worship, our Communities of 
Belonging small groups will explore the mysterious presence of Jesus throughout the whole story of Acts. 
There are multiple options for COB groups at different times, on different days, using different formats 
(virtual, in person, or hybrid). Questions? Contact Charlotte at cschierbaum@fpcnashville.org. Register for a 
COB at fpcnashville.org.
Election of Officers | September 25 —A congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, September 25, 
following both worship services, for the purpose of voting on a slate of new officer candidates presented by the 
Officer Nominating Committee. We are thankful for those who serve on the Office Nominating Committee 
and for all who serve as officers helping FPC to fulfill its mission.
Executive Director Search — First Pres has opened a search for an Executive Director of Ministries and 
Programs position. If you know anyone who would be a great candidate for this role, please share their name 
with us or find more information at fpcnashville.org. We ask that you keep this search process in your prayers. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
12 Slots Available at Blood Drive | Wednesday, September 14 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — 
The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade. First Presbyterian Church is known 
to the Red Cross as a generous and reliable source of blood donations. With your support on September 14, we 
can continue to aid in their life-giving work. Sign up at redcrossblood.org.
Matthew 25 Dinner Volunteers Needed | Sunday, September 18 | 4:45 p.m. — Invite your family, friends, 
COB, or Sunday School class for a special service project to provide and share a meal with one of our mission 
partners, Matthew25, on Sunday, September 18. Matthew25, serves homeless men as they transition from the 
street to permanent housing. Annually, they provide supportive services to help 160–190 homeless men, of 
whom 50 percent are veterans. They have started a new dinner program where they invite groups to provide 
dinner and visit with their residents. FPC has committed to providing dinner for forty men several Sunday 
evenings throughout the year, with our next dinner on November 20. If you would like to bring dinner, contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org.
Fall Habitat Build | September 24, 25, and October 1, 2 — There are 20 volunteer openings each date.  
All four workdays will primarily involve framing and carpentry work.  No prior experience is necessary 
and heavy lifting is not required. Volunteers aged 16–17 may participate with adult supervision. Contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org for more information.



TALK TO A PASTOR
Call 615-383-1815

The pastoral staff is here for you. Contact us if 
you would appreciate a pastoral visit/call, have 
pastoral care needs, would like to be on a prayer 
list, or if you are in the hospital. Prayer requests 
can be confidential and limited to the pastors.

Children & Families 
Mallory Hammond at mhammond@fpcnashville.org

Youth Ministry 
Ginger Sheppard at youth@fpcnashville.org

Membership & Connecting at FPC 
Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff at sbird@fpcnashville.org

Congregational Care 
Rev. Sandra Randleman at srandleman@fpcnashville.org

Education & Small Groups 
Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff at sbird@fpcnashville.org

Missions 
Annette Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org

Presbyterian Women 
Kristy Hall at preswomen@fpcnashville.org 

Music & Children’s Choir 
Daphne Garey at dgarey@fpcnashville.org

Recreation & Congregational Life 
Erika Shapiro at eshapiro@fpcnashville.org

CONTACT US FOR  
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT

STAY CONNECTED
News, events, and church information 
is sent weekly through the Parish News 

email. To subscribe, email  
communications@fpcnashville.org

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome 
in the name of Christ to all who worship with us 
today. Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be 
faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common 
good. We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and 
evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do 
not have a church home, we would love to welcome 
you! 
Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi 
network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; 
Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST 
app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” 
Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to 
your preference.
Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside 
their families and worship activity bags are provided 
at each entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children 
& Worship meets in room CW-110 in the Children’s 
Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. Parents pick up at the 
door of Grundy after 8:30 a.m. worship. After the 
11:00 a.m. service parents pick up at the door of 
CW-110 after worship. Nursery care for children 
ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 
Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located 
at the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The 
Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the 
Nursery Wing.
To livestream worship and special events 
or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE 
CONNECTED?
For most of us, the past few years have been filled 
with uncertainty. As a church family, we have seen 
with new clarity how essential it is for us to gather 
for worship, fellowship, and study. If you are new to 
our community, we would love to get to know you 
and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church.Whether you are a guest 
or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to 
get more involved, update your contact information, 
or sign up for church communications. Drop your 
completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we 
can follow up!

GIVING
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by dropping your gift in the offering plate, texting 
“GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.


